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/‘/&m;’u from the President - BH Logpert

It’s spring, the grass is growing and it’s time to head up the wagons. The
Gateway chapter is packed up and ready to journey into its 21* year since
its founding in 1987.

The Gateway chapter is off to a good startin 2007. We’ve had two excel-
lent spring programs with talks by Suzette McCord Rodgers and Dr. W.
Raymond Wood. We had an attendance of 30 people at each presentation.
Both presentations were very informative and interesting and I hope that
you able to to attend.

We are now preparing for our upcoming bus trip to Alcove Spring and Rock Creek Station on May 19. This
will be an all day event. We will be leaving St Joseph from River Front Park at 8:00 a.m. and returning at 5:30
p-m. Del Sutherland and I will be your tour guides. This past March, Del and I took a day and drove the route
of our upcoming bus trip and checked out the sights we will be visiting. Our round trip mileage came to 310
miles. Just think how long it took the wagon trains to travel 310 miles in the 19" century.

Alcove Spring is one of the most significant Oregon Trail sights in the state of Kansas. Many emigrants who
traveled west on the Oregon Trail made mention of Alcove Spring in their journals, including the famous
Donner/Reed Party. You can still see an inscription on a rock left by J.R. Reed in 1846.

James Butler Hickock, better known as Wild Bill Hickock, began his legacy at Rock Creek Station when he
shot and killed David McCanles. Rock Creek Station was also a Pony Express Station and it was located on
the Oregon Trail.

There will be local interpretive guides at both locations to give us a talk during our visit. We will be having a
box lunch at the picnic area at Rock Creek Station located near the visitor center.

Other than marking and preserving the Emigrant Trails, I feel that the bus trips that we conduct as the most
significant thing that we do as a chapter. They are always a good learning experience for all that attend and it

is the best time to get to know your fellow Gateway members.

I will be inviting the members of both the Kanza and Trailshead chapters to join us at Alcove Spring, so you
may have the chance to meet other OCTA members as well.

Lastly, don’t forget the OCTA national convention this year to be held in Scott’s Bluff, NE in August. This
year marks OCTA’s 25™ anniversary and it will be a most memorable convention, I’m sure.

I hope to see you on the trail.

New Gateway Members New Friends of Gateway

Kenneth Elkins
Glenn & Yvonne Larson
Larry Leuthold

Heidi Hornaday
Wallace & Margaret McDonald
William & Charlotte Meade
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Gateway Programs

Gateway OCTA held two annual spring educational pro-

grams. Both programs were at the East Hills Public Li-

brary. Approximately 30 people attended each program.

On March 20, Suzette McCord Rogers, director of the

Native American Heritage Museum, presented “Indian
Removal to Kansas and the Creation of the Mission Sys-
tem.” On April 19, Dr. Raymond Wood of columbia,
Missouri, spoke about “The Missouri River Expedition of
James Mackay and John Thomas Evans.” The expedi-
tion preceded Lewis and Clark by nearly 10 years. Both
programs gave a background to the development of the
West just prior to the emigration along the Oregon and
California Trails.

Above: Bill Leppert presides over the
Gateway meeting.

Below: Attendees Karen McClellan and
Carole McClellan.

Lower right: Fred Sawin and Del
Sutherland purchase books from Dr.
Raymond Wood

Ron Taylor visits with speaker Suzette McCord-Rogers




