Plainsmen Respected Code of

The author is a Kansas City
free-lance writer,
By Cornelius Ashley

“While I am in the employ
of A. Majors I agree not to
use profane language. not to
get drunk, not to gamble, not
to treat animals cruelly and
not to do anything else that is
incompatible with the conduct
of a gentleman. And 1 agree,
if T violate any of the above
conditions, to accept my dis-
charge without any pay for
my services.”

Today it is scarcely believ-
able that anyone would sign
such an agreement. But men
did, by the hundreds, during
the period 1848 to 1867.

These were not soft men bul
hardened plainsmen of the
Santa Fe and the Oregon
irails, They were wagon-
bosses and teamsters working
for Alexander Majors.

The proposal to restore the
Majors home at 8206 Wyom-
ing as an official bicentennial
oroject focuses attenticn on
the man who owned the
house, built in 1856.

Alexander Majors was na-
tionally known as a member
of the freighting firm of Rus-
sell, Majors and Waddell
which carried goods over the

| Santa Fe and the Oregon
rails. He also was connected
with the Overland Stage and
was a part owner of the
famed Pony Express. -

Natural Leader
Alexander Majors was a re-
inarkable man. He was physi-
cally and mentally cour a-
geous, He was a natural
leader who inspired the
respect of the men under his
divecticn. He was a devout
Christian who abhorred pro-

fanity, drunkenness and
cruelty. He believed in keep-
ing the Sabbath.

In 1848, when he was 34
years old, in an attempt to
provide a better living for his
growing family, he decided he
would leave the farm and try
his hand at hauling freight to
Santa Fe.

Roanke af tha Na-

ALEXANDER MAJORS

Ile assessed the hazards of
hostile Indians, accidents and
weather to be encountered on
ihe Santa ¥e trail. He deter-
mined to take the risks.

But one thing worried him
as much as the risks. He
kuew that most of the men he
probably would want to hire
would be hardened. profane
and given to gambling and
drinking,

finally, atter considerable
thought, he decided his em-
ployees would have to abide
by his standards.

He bought six wagons and
the necessary number of oxen
to pull them. Then he drafted
the code related above to
which all who worked for him
had to agree.

Record Time

To his relief the necessary
number of teamsters was
hired. On Aug. 10, 1848, the
wagons were started on their
long trip to Santa Fe. The trip
was successful. The round
trip was made in 92 days, a
record, and Majors cleared
$1,5¢0. He continued in the
freighting business until 1866,
part of the time working indi-
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Home

vidually and part as =z mem-
ber of the firm, Russell, Ma-
jors and Waddell.

In his book, “Seventy Years
on the Frontter,” publiched in
1893, Majors wroie ke did noi,
remember having te dis-
charge auny of the men
without pay. This is most re-
markable for at one tfime
some 4,600 men were em-
ployed by Russell, Majors and
Waddell.

W. ¥. (Buffale Rill) Cody
attested to the truth of this in
his preface to “’Seventy Years
on the Frontier.” Cody wrote:
“Severe in discipline. he wes
yet never profane or bavsh
and a Christian and a temper-
ance man through all; he
governed his men kindly and
was wout to say that he would
have no one under his control
who would not promptly obey
an order without it was em-
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Ethics

Trees frame the front of the Alexander Majors
home, locaied hetween State Line and Wyoming

2t 82nd. Restoration of the home, which served
as the office of Russell, Majors and Waddeli,
pioneer freighting firm, has been proposed by

the Missouri American Revolution Bicentennial

Commission.

phagized with an gath.

“In {aci be had a contract
with his men in which ther
pledged themselvas not io use
profanity. get diunk, gamble,
or be cruel to animals under
pain of dismissal. while good
behavior was rewarded,
Every man {rom wagon-hess
and teamster down to rusiler
and messenger seemed anxi-
ous fo gain the good will of
Alexander Majors and to hold
it.”

Buffaio Bill's statement was
nei based on hearsay bDui on
aciual experience. He was one
of Majoers's messengers who
delivered dispatches between
wagon frains.

As a malter of fact Majors
gave Buftale Rill his first reg-
ular job when the boy was
only 2 years old. Cody had
come to Majors seeking work
afier the death of his father,

Cody rode with the wagen
trains to Santas Fe. He knew
the men on the trail,

Code Updated

Majors later said he could
net have drafted a befter cods
of rule from 2 moral stand
point,

One of the main reasons Lhe
men kept the code was the
example Majors sel. He be-
lieved that only uecessary
work should be done on fhe
Sabbath. Accordingly, the
wagen trains of Russell, Ma-
jors and Waddell rested on
the trail each Sabbath. Furth-
ermore, the men were paid
for their day off--an unheard
of thing af that time.

When the Civil War staried,
Majors added another condi-
fion 1o the working agree-
meni. The men must pay true
zllegiance io the United
Stales government.




Pioneer People

by Charles S. Stevenson

Freighter frontiersman,
friend and enemy of the In-
dians, and mentor of William F.
(“‘Buffalo Bill”’) Cody, pioneer
Alexander Majors was as rugg-
ed an individual as any who
ever hit the trail to the west in
the golden days of the 1850’s.

In today’s space age, he un-
doubtedly would have been an
# astronaut as his exploits, for his
§ time, were almost as risky and
& ashazardous as those of today’s
x heroes.

It was Majors, who, with the
help of two other men, created
and developed the noted Pony
Express, an organization which
carried the mail {rom nearby
St. Joseph to San Francisco.
They had to conquer hills,
mountains, sand, wind, water,
and more than a few Indians to
finish their trek. Once in San
Francisco, the mail was routed
to the few adjoining western
states, and to such mystic far
off places as Hawaii, India,

. Japan and China. These
couriers rode partially, but not

specifically~on_the legendary
= Santa Fe Trail.
b ety modern day en-

trepreneurs, he and his compa-
nions began to expand by
organizing the Central
Overland California and Pike’s
Peak Express Company, an ex-
press and stage line. A New
York writer who was sent West
to write about this new kind of
project, estimated that the con-
voy was composed of 375
prairie schooners and was pull-
ed by 2,000 mules and herded by
some 500 mufe ' skinners.”
Another even more startling
figure from a different source
says that at the heighth of their
operation, they used 6,150
wagons, 7,500 oxen and horses
% and an appropriate number of
% cowboys, drivers, cooks and
% others. Another story is that the
% operation included 5,000 men,
% 4,000 wagons, 40,000 oxen, and
1,000 mules. These are almost
unbelieveable figures. Purists
may not accept all these
statistics, but many events of
history are similarly question-
ed.

Majors was the CEO, in to-

(/(C‘ ,/5’;{{/0}

ALEXANDER MAJOR

An Early Leader in Labor Relations

..........................

day’s parlance, in that be ran
both projects. Willlam H.
Russell handled the financing
and William B. Waddell the pur-
chasing. It was Majors, though,

who set up the rock and adobe :

‘home’’ stations where the per-
sonnel stopped for rest, and who
hired all the help, and establish-
ed the wing stations for the
changing of horses: —\

As telephone lines to _the west
were were
beginning to run in the same

direction, the company could :
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not compete and lost govern- :
ment contracts. These cir- 3

cumstances resulted in #
bankruptcy for Majors’ opera- ::

tion.

Majors was an innovator and
an activist in the full sense of
the words. As an example, he
had labor contracts with each
member of his staff. It provided

that there be no drinking on the :
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job, no gambling, no profanity, 2

no mistreating of horses and the ::

like. He invented a more effi-
cient mail pouch and built three

different types of wagons when :

the old current ones wore out.

Majors is buried in Union :

cemetery here but the ante-
bellum home he built about 1856
at 8145 State Line still stands. I

A showhouse on State Line Road

uring the Civil War, when residents of
Jackson and ether counties in Missou-
ri were ordered by a Union general to
leave their homes and report to mili-
tarystatimmlimms ﬁmawmet
mmmmW&%ﬁiﬁmmW@mﬁ
ander Ma;om operaim’ ony Express iz
entity eredited with saving California and its gold
snpplymrthetknm
After Mr. Majors died in 1900 at the age of 86, his
home was sold. The woman pictured here is said to
have been one of the owners. Later the house be-
o o gy o
In the 1980s, % nddaughte
sehwlteacher Louisa P. Johnston, b&gan buying
baekﬁmfwﬂyhome.&heﬁvedmmm
ending her later years promoting
the r@swraﬁonofthemand urging that a muse-
umandpark-w
Majors

y of the Alexande

!—I:smrmal Trwt, the msi@s hgag men rfemvated as

year esigners whouse, a fund-raising
pm:ieet of the Jumw Wemen’s Symphony Alliance.
TbeMmermmepenﬂmughMﬁmday, af-
ter which the park land will be developed the
home gpened for limited showings. ‘
John J. Deohan was a reporter and librarian for The Star.
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MISS LOUISA JOHNSTON

3 . fJAWSAS Iy 0
Historic House B

-

ecame Her Life

Ponj} Express Founder's Great-Granddaughter Waged Long Fight for Museum

ra

By Howard S. Goller
A Member of the Staff

-She was a wiry old woman, phoning'

councilmen, congressmen, even presi-
dents, from the corner of an old house
packed with files of old newspapers in
piles only she could identify.

A former schoolteacher ordering her
words carefully into sentences, she
spoke firmly of her dream—for hours
at a time. But people grew to expect
that, and they listened because they
knew that what Miss Louisa Johnston
had to say was history.

She was the great-granddaughter of
Alexander Majors, co-founder of the
Pony Express, and she lived nearly 40
years in the low-gabled white-frame
farmhouse that Majors built more
than a century ago on the state line at
81st. In later years, however, her col-
lections of newspapers and magazines
became so numerous in the house that
she was forced to move to a little cot-
tage out back.

The latter half of her 83 years—and
until her death—she made a name for
herself at the - sty halls in Leawood

and Kansas City, urging officials to
make the property, which straddled
the state line, a national museum and
park in honor of Majors.

Miss Johnsten died just before 9
a.m. on March 10. The day before, low
on money and unable to cope any long-
er with the cost of home-care atten-
dants, she told her closest friend, “I
can’t cope with it any longer. Youw’ll
have to do what you have todo.’”’ About
20 people attended the funeral service
that week. Her body was cremated.

It took death to separate Miss John-
ston from the house she had clung to so
dearly for years. During her lifetime,
not even some of Kansas City’s most
powerful men could talk her into part-
ing with it.

Many times she came close to ac-
cepting the offers of historical associa-
tions to buy the house, but each time:
she reneged for fear they wm,'fld exploif;
the house that meant so much to her.

Now, in her will, Miss Johnston has
left the property to an as-yet-to-be-
created foundation devoted to re-

gfeat—gandehZ.itﬂl, efforts are
under way among several civic lead-
ers to make the house the museum she
always wanted.

. Left for the probate courts to decide
will be whether the Russell, Majors
and Waddell National Historic Associ-
ation, currently in operation, qualifies
as the recipient of the property in her
will. Not long before her death Miss
Johnston dropped out of the associa-
tion, and in her will she designates that
the property go to a research founda-
tion to be created under the same
name.

Hopeful that the court will rule in
their favor, members of the associa-
tion are at work clearing the land and
cleaning out the house, loading old
newspapers and magazines into a
trailer. They hope also to build a park
on four adjoining acres south to 83rd
Street, according to Tyson W. White-
side, lawyer for the association.

Already the recipient of $125,000 in
federal matching funds and the prom-
ises of many potential contributors,

ALEXANDER MAJORS

. . . in her youngerdays

searching he life and times of her

.~ See LOUISA, Page 11A, Col. 1

.+ . her great-grandfathwr :
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HEJCRS, THE PIONTER, DEAD

IN T4E '50'S HE WAS 4 GREAT TRADER OF TH% SaNTA FF TmATL,.

THE FIRM OF RusssLr, FM4JorRs, AND WappELL owNED 3,530 YOKE OF OXEN |

4N¥D 1,000 mrULES AND HORSES, |

SuFFALO PBILL'S FRIENDSHIP FOR HIN,

{H1cAn0, Janvary 15. /LEXANDER "AJORS, 4 PIONEER IN THE
FREIGHTING BUSINESS OF THE WEST IS DEAD. [iIS A0CDY WAS SENT L4AST
NIGHT 0 AaNsas Urry FPor BURIAL. {E was 86 yvEars orLp. Nadoms
ESTABLISHED THE FIRST FPoNy EXPrRESS 4AND THE DA1rLy StracE LINE
BETWEEN UENVER AND SALT Laxg {rry. Iasx rIRM oF RussgLL, YaJors

_4Np WADDELL AT ONE TINE @4D 5,500 YoKE oF oxeN 4np 1,000 wuLEs
AND HORSES, UPON THE COMPLETION OF THE !NI1oN Facrrrc RarLroap,
THE OVERLAND FREIGHT BUSINESS WAS ARUINED AID THE PARTNZIRSHIP OF
AusgELL, "AJvcRS, AND SADDELL W4S 51SSOLVED. fUSSBELL 4ND Y4DDELE
HADL BEEN DEAD MANY YEARS. .

M4JORS MADE AND LOST SEVERAL FORTUNES IN 518 70 YE4RrS ON
THE PLAINS. (& HaAD cIVEN WrLrrawx F, Copy (Burraro Brii) mrs
FIRBT JOB AS 4 ROY, HAD TAUGHT 5IN 70 READ AND WRITE AwD (Unoy
HAD BEEN ONE OF 5IS FREICHTE:RS, ABour &8 YE4rs aco, Con. Copy
MET fAJORS IN UENVER. /E HAD WOT #AEARD OF HIS OLD ENPLOYER FOR
YEARS. HE FOUND FaJ0oRS WAS WITHOUT MONEY AND F4D HARDLY ENOUGH
PO EAT. 2DY WENT T0O 14J0RS' CABIN AND FOUND THE FLOOR COVERER
WIPH HANUSCRIPTS, THE OLD MAN WAS WRITING THE STORY OF HIS LIFE

ON THE FRONTI:R.
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¥ saro Cor. Cony, "I'ti sEr IT

"Ir you'LL FINISH YOUR BOOK,
PRINTED FOR YOU AND I'LL PA4Y YOUR EXPENSES UNTIL ITS READY.

CopY PAID THE CARIN RENT FOR 6 MONTHS IN ADVANCE AND
GUARANTEED IT INDEFINITELY AND INSTRUCTED 4 GROCER T0 GIVE /avoRS

UNLIMITED CREDIT. ZfHEN HE WENT T0 UROPE FOR 4 YEAR WITH THE

¥ILD WEST SHOW. WHEN HE RETURNED, HE FOUND "AJORS HAD WRITTEN
ENOUGH FOF SEVERAL BGOXS., SO HE HIRED AN EDITOR AND THE “ANUSCRIPT .
WAS TRINMED AND PYBLISHED. VCRENTISS INGrauar, Turraro TrLL's

FoswWELL, WAS THE EDITOR,

Tag IMacINATIVE EDIror

"Tag oNLY Fausr 1 FIND wIiTH CorL. IwcRaHaw,"

REMARKED Y“4JORS,
"IS THAT HE WILL STRAY AVAY FRON FACTS DESPITE %Y MOST EARNEST
ENTREATIES, JF I say '3 INnIans' gE srrcxs IN 5 anp wHERE I SEE
oNLY 200 BYFrFaLo, HE #IND8 2,000. I KNOW HE MERELY WISHES T0 BE
PICTURESQUE, BUT I AM DICTATING HISTORY AND AS 4 TRVUPHFUL HIS=
TORTAN I CANNOT COUNTENANCE GROSS EXAGGELATION, EVEN TF THE BOOK
DOES WOT SELL 4 CoPY," .

"Tug TROUBLE wrrd Lot. "avoms,"” sarp CobL. Ivcrazar, "ig HIs
EXTRENT MODESTY. 1E IS S0 FAR FRON BEING A BOASTER THAT HE HUGS
THE OTHZR SHORE ALTBGETHER TOO CLOSELY AND WILL NEVER LET ME
GIVE HIS NARATION THE BENEFIT OF A DCUBT, FORTUNATELY, I ®WavE
AN UNDERSTANDING WITH HIS PUBLISHERS AND AM ENABLED TO CO2RRECT
THE PROCFS AFTER THEY LEav: (ot. Yavord' zawos.”

THE 500K DID NOT MAXE NaJCRS 4 FORTUNE AND LATER SurF4LO

BILL SENT HIM 70 NEBRA %4 TC TAKE CHARGE OF THE RANCH.
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418 HaTRED OF FROFANITY

£3IDE FRON HIS FREIGHTING BUSINESS, THE THING THAT "4J0RS
WAS MOST WOTED FOR THROUGHOUT #IS LONG CAREER IN THE WEST WAS #IS
DEVOTION TO RELIGION. {E ALLGWED NC PROFANITY AMONG THAT HEN HE
EMPLOYED = AT LEAST NOT IN HIS PRESENCE., 'ESIDES HE GAVE EACH
MAN 4 POCKXET BIBLE., (CCASIONALLY, ON HIS TRIPS, HE WOULD NMAKE
AN INSPECTION. IF A4 FREIGATER CoULDN'?T svow w1s 7rsie, Nadors cave
HIN ANOTHER.

{¥ SPEAKING OF Yauons' INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS NEN ABOUT
SROFANITY, AN EARLY SETTLER S4ID: "IT wAS RIZINERALLY UNDERSTOOD
THAD? "AJORS STARTED EVERY WAUON TRAIN OFF WITH A PRAYER SERVICE.
fur BE DIDN'DT 4ALWAYS GC WIVH HIS MEN., How, IF 4 WANS VOICE
COULDN'T BE HEARD ¥OR A4 HALF A WILE, HE WASN'? ELIRTBLE TO BE
4 BULL WHACKER. (UR HOUSE WAS 2 XILES FROM THE faw AND WE
COULD PLAISNLY HEAR THE REMARKS MaJoRS' FRETGHTERS YADE WHEN THEY
WERE GETIING 4 TRAIN ACROSS THE RIVER, [JANY GF TRE FREIGCHITERS WERE
SPANTARDS, RUT [T WASN'T WECESSARY 77 HAVE 4 LEYICON TO ENOW
TH4T THE DRIVERS WERE COMMENTING ON THE CHARACTER OF EVERY ANIMAL
IN THEIR TRAIN,"

Nsvons was BORN WEAR FRANXLYN, KEwTyCKY, 86 Y®4RS 47, 4ND
v 1818 a1s rarmgr WoVED THE raxity vo Yo,, crossiwe twr Mrgsrssreer
47 Sv, Lours ON 4 FLAT 50AT, PROPELLED BY & Frencaxewn. Sr. Lovis
WAS AT THAT TIME A4 TOWN °F 4B2UT 4,000 PrOPLE MOSTLY HALF SREEDS
AND TRADERS. JHE FERRY 204T WAS ONLY LARCGE ENOUGH TQ CARRY 1

WAGGN AT A TIME AND THAT WITHOUT THE TEAM. NAJORS IN TELLING OF

IT Sarp: "My FATHER FPIRST SKETTLED IN lLarayeErre Counry, BUT IN
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1625 HE MOVED T0O WHAT WAS CALLED G-MILES~SQUARE, WHICH HAD BEEN
THE RESERVATION OF FORT (S4GE IN YACKSON TOUNTY, BUT WAS OPEN
FOR SETTLEMENT ON THE REMOVAL COF THE XILITARY POST TC Ffomrp
LEaveENworTH aBour 1522 or 23. ForT USARE WAS AT THAT TINE THE
FATHEREST WEST THE . S. TR0OOP WERE STATIONED. [HE TOWN OF
SIBLEY NOW OCCUPILS ITS SICHTS."

"IN Juwe, 1825, 4 TREATY WAS NADE WITH THE (SAGE INDIANS
AFTER WHICH WE BUILT A CABIN & KILES EAST OF WHERE INDEPENDENCE
HOW 5TA%¥DS. I WAS THE FIRST? WHITE BOY ANYWHERE IN THE RE-TON.
fAE LAND wWAS VERY FERTILE AN" was TINBERED 5 or 10 »ILRES BacCK
FROM THE "ISS-URI KIVER, WALNUT TREES FROM 4 TO0 § FT. IN DIANETER
WERE ASUNDANVT, AND THERE WERE A GREAT MANY DEER, ELX, BEAR 4AND
Or ER LARGE GANE, EXCEPT RUFFALO, WHICH WERE ONLY FOUND FURTHIR
WEST. 1 HAVE KILLED MANY 4 2E4R WHERE Kansas Crry wNow srawps,
TsE TRAILS THROUGH THE W0OODS WERE NEARLY ALL MADE BY BE4Rs., Does
WERE THEN AS IMPORTANT TO THE SETTLERS 4S5 HORSE® AND NEARLY
EVERY MAN XEPT FROM 3 70 6. XY FIRST TRIP UP THE AAW WAS IN
1649, I LOADED SoME GOODS IN [4NSAS UITY AND 700K THEM TO SONE
POT4WATONIE TRADERS WHERE S7T. li4RYS #ow STANDS. I CROSSED THE
¥4XARUSA FZIVER NEAR THE SITE oF LAWREN'E, BUT THERE W45 NOTHING
AT ALL AT LaNSAS CITY Ok AT [0PEX4., IHERE WAS NKARLY TWICE A4S

MUCH WATER IN THE /iAW THEN AS THERE IS NOW,

In reEe FREIGHTING 2178 INESS

KavORE SCOON WENT INTC THE FREICHTER BUSINESS FRON FORT

LEAVENWORTH T0 THE SOUTHWESY T¢ Tun Santa Fr Trart. HE zEnanw wrry

-
el

6 WAGONS, BUT THE BUSINESS GREW UNTIL THZ FIRM OF RUSSELL FaJons
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AND WADDELL WAS THE 10ST IVFLUENTIAL CONCERN WEST OF THE ¥rssrssrepr.

"DIDN'T THE ANDTANS BOTHER YOU 4 GOOD DEAL IN THOSE EARLY
DAYS OF FREIGATINGI" Hadons was ONCE ASKED.

"THEY ANNOYED US SONE," HE REPLIED,"BUT T E OUTFIT w4s
NEVER ATTACKED WHEN 1 WaS ALONG. 1 WAS ALWAYS EXTREMELY CAUTIOUS,
NEVER TOOK ANY CHANCES OF SURPRISE AND WAS CAREFUL TO TREAT THE
INDIANS WELL ON ALL ACCASIONS WHICH MAY ACCOUNT FOR THEIR ATTTTUBE
YOWARD "E. 1 REGRET TO SAY THEY WERE ¥OT SO CONSIDERATE wyeNy I
WAS ABSZNT, FOR MANY 4 GOOD TEAN MASTER LIES BURIED ON THE GANTA
FE TRAIL AND IN TH: PLAINS BETWEEN (ISS0URI 4ND THE oLD Fomp
LARANIE WHOM THE SAVAGES SHOT FROM AMBUSH,"

¥aEN CEN, /LBERT SIDNEY JOHNSON W:S S'NT WEST T0 QUELL THE
fioRMON INSURRECTION, M4JORS H4D THE GOVERNMENT CONTRACT T0
FURNISH JOHNS"N'S COMMAND WITH SUPPLIES., THE FREIGHT RATE FRON
PHE [I1SSO0URI RIVER TO SALT LAXKE waz $21.50 ror 100 LBS., BUT
THE RISK FULLY WARRANTED THE CHARSE, AT ONE TIME THE CONTRACTOR
Losr 1,000 BEEVES IN 4 BLIZZARB AND ON ANOTHER OCCASION 75 oF HI8
WAGONS WERE CAPTURED 8Y VEN. U4NIEL WELLs, vHE "orMON LEADER,
TOGETHER WITH THE STOCK, 44RT OF THP STOCK WAS RECOVERED, BUT
THE WADONS WERE 4 POTAL LOSS.

A FEW YEARS AGO, 4 ¥aN, J. ¥, WELLS oF SaLT LAKE, CALLED oN

o

Havors 1n YHICA4QO, L0 YOU REMEMBER THE 785 wancws yvou LOST IN

THE VACINITY OF GREEN HIvEr Bacx 1N 56HE asxzp. "I recxown I po,"
WAS THE iNSWER. "THEY WERE CAPTURED BY LoT SiITH, WwH0 W4S SERVING

UNDER (Ggw. Verrs.,”
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Tur llormowns "'sgp rar NarLs

"Yes," aopED Taz vrisrirow, "MY vaTHER AND, BY THE way, I
WANT 10 TELL YOU A LITTLE INCIDENT CONNECTED WITH THAT BAID.
¥41L8 WERE WORTH OUF 4 POUND IN SALT LAXE THEN, AND WHEN THE NEWS
WAS RECEIVED OF THEZ CAPTURE AND BURNING OF THE WAGAONS, A LOT OF
US BOYS WERE SENT OUT WITH AXES, HAMMERS, AND CHISELS, 70 BREAK
UP THE WAGONS INTO STILL 5HALLTR FRAGHENTS AND EXTRACT EVERY
NAIL WE CCOULD FINDe OUT THAT TSN'? ALL; THY NATLS WE EXTRACTED
FROM YOUR WAGONS WERE AFTERWARDS USED IN THE ROOF OF TIF TABER-
NACLE WHICH WAS THEN UNDER COSSTRUCTION.”
W4JORS HAD SEVZRAL NARROW ESCAPES FROM IYDIANS. AT ONE TINE
THE 'PACHES CAPTURED HIN WEAR THE WACON MOUNDS ON THZ 7LD SANT4
FE TRAIL 4T 4 POINT WHERE 4 YEAR LATER 4 STAGE COACH WAS SURROUNDED
AND THS 10 PASSEWGERS IT CARRIED WERE NASSACRED BY 7THE APACHES,
KETURNING FRON 4 TRIP AFTER STRAY CATTLE, THE 'Copowst™ as
HE W4S CALLED WAS SURPRISEID WHEN ONLY B o LES FRON CAMD AND DESPITE
4 VIGOROUS PESTSTA&/ CE, D RING W/ ICH HE WOUNDED £ OF THE INDIANS
TSKY SUCCEEDED IN TA4KI&C HIN PRISONER AND LZID HIM INTO FEIIR CAMP,
FENCING 4 Fow Wow 76 DICIDE UPON THF XETHOD OF HIS DEATH, HE WAS
TIED T7 A PUST ANL LEFT T3 KZDITATE, WHILE THE SRAVES SET IN 4 CIRCLE

AND CONGRATULATED THENMEELVES GPON THE CAPTURE,

THE SQuaw Savep frm
AFTER A LONG TALK THEY MADE 4 DECISION AND ARNOSE, WHEN 4 TALL
AND GRIZZLED S5QUAW STEPPED INTC THE CISCLIT AND BRE AN HARANGTING
THE BRAVES, AT FIRST THEY GREETED HER REMARKS WITE LOUD GRUNTS OF

OISBAPPRUVAL, BUT PRESENTLY SHE CREW ELEQUANT, AND PLEADED TARVESTLY
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FOR THE LIFE OF THiL PRISONER, AT WHBOSE HANDS SHE lAD AT SEVERAL
TIMESRECEZIVED CHARITY,

FROM HIS POSITION AT THE S1AKE "4JORS CLULD READILY SEE THE
CIRCILED INDIANS, 4ND ALTHOUGH HE COULD NOT HE/R 4 WORD, HE KNEW
BY THE GESTURES OF THE WOMAN AND THE LOOKS DIRECTED T WARD HIM 48
SHE WAS PLEADING FOR HIS LIFE. HFPER 4 PARLEY, THE APPEALS OF
THE SQUAW PREVAILED AND PSESENTLY 4 B AVE CAME UP, LOOSED HIN
FROM THE STAKE AND LEADIN® HIM TOWARD HI8 HORSE THAT STI0D
SADDLED AND BRIDLED, WOTIONED HIN TO PIDE OFF.

"Ygs, aND poN'T you romreE?,"” cHIPPED IN (0L. NAJORS = WHO WaS
LISTENING TO THEZ STORY, "I DID NOT LET THE CRASS anow For I was
MORTALLY AFRAID THEY WOULD REPSNT THEIR ACTION REFORE I covLp GEP
BEYOND THE VILLAGE. SUT I WAS WOT MOLLESTED AND NANAGED TO GET
BACK IO CAMP THAT NIGHT, ALTHOUGH IN A4 ¥0ST DEMORALIZED CONDITION.
I OoFTEN TRIED 70 SEE MY DUSKY PRESERVER AFTESWARD, BUT TO NO

punposE. "




HIGH PCINTS FOR RUSSELL, MAJORS, AND WADDELL

1. Russell, Majors, and Waddell furnished the Wesgt with a great transporta-
tion system; a vast network of freight trains, an overland stage over the
central rouyte (now Union Pacific) after Congress and the army engineers had
said it eould not be done, and they provided through the Pony Express the
only air mail, telephone and telegraph of the day.

2.. The country would have been out in two during the Civil War if it had not

been for the Russell, Majors, Waddell central overland stage and pony express,
as the only other stage line to the west over the southern route was destroyed
when the Civlil war broke cut.

3. These lines were laid without government subsidy and opersted success-
fully after the war department engineers had reported in 1855 the }&aeandﬁ
impracticable.

4. The fast communication of the Pony was largely responsible in saving
Californie and 1ts gold to the Union by thwarting & proposed California
secession. (Few people realize how sariqusly California contemplated
secession. The Lecompton Convention, the governor, and both United States
Senators had declared publicly for secession and the formation of a Republic
of the Paciflc. History of California 2. 8. Eldredga, V. 4L, p. 213)

5. The Russell, Majors, Waddell stage line brought tha California gold to
Washington for carrying on the war. If this line had not' aiready been in
operation, a new line could not have been established gquickly enough, as it
took a year to establish the southern line. "(Californmia'p wines helped
notably to support the nation's eredit. Had ths gold -and ¢iiver mines in
the coast stetes during the years 1861-1865 bean turned itito the treasury
. of the Confederacy...the whoL result of the 8r gpight haye been different.
The total value of the precioup. setals uhigp&d out- oL - thﬁ ‘goast atates
during the years 1861-8f incl. was 6186 o1 héc..,. { s@qry of Californis,
Z. S. Eldredge, V. I, p. 213. | e
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6. This timely, 1ndispenaable, unsubsidized service to the government brought
ruin to Russell, Majors, and Waddell.

7. The firm took the soldiers and supplies to Utah in 1858 to put down the
Mormon rebellion.

8. Their great organized frelght lines, carrying millions of tons of
supplies to all the western forts, made an orderly settlement and develop-

ment of the West possible.

/9. Theasae men died, declaring the government owed them more than a million
dollars for their work in carrying the soldiers and supplies to Utah and

other forts.

10. This contention was upheld in a dissenting opinion of the Supreme

Court in as near a split in the court as could be accomplished, a 3 to
vote. "Finally, we further maintain that the facts devolve upon the United
States an obligation thus to settle the account, which obligation shoq}d be
enforced by -this court, the court having all proper authority by statuf to
enter upon such investigations, in that respect, as Justice and the rights
of the parties shall require." Wallace Reports Tl4-7, Supreme Court of the
U. 8., Dec. Term, 1868- Vol. VII.
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"« this sum of money with interest would be very largs tocs,, JuSti.o
ismands that so great a service and sacrifice be at least rsecognized with

a memorial park.

12. The Pony Express was America's international link in its day. Diplomatlc
messages could be sent faster from the Orient to Europe via the Pony Ex-
press. So important did 1t become in its international service that the
London Illustreated News cerried a column "Via Fony Express" and sent &
correspondent from London to St. Joseph in those days of 1little Buropean
travel to report on the pony to its readers.

1%. The freighting and overland stage of Russell, Majors and Waddell
achieved national fame in their day. Leslle's Weekly of New York sent a

correspondent to Nebraska City to report on the freighting in January ef
1859 and Horace Greeley of the Hew York Herald Tribune came West in the
summer of 1859 to report on the overland stage.

1}y, Russell, Majors and Waddell probably furnish the greatest lesson in free

enterprise which the country produced. Congress had refused for ten years to
vote either a stage or railroad over the central route because they had con-

. sldered it impracticable for the winter months, ths army engineers concurring

in this opinlon after a survey. A letter from the Kansas City Chamber of
Congress by Col. Van Horn in 1857, pleading the route's practicabdbility and
eloquent appeals of Senator Thomas H. Benton dild not change thelir point of
view and they voted the stage line over the southern route in 1858 when
California pressure could no longer be postponed. But in 1859 Russell,
Mejors and Waddell put a stage line over the central route and in 1860 a Pony
Express, proving the route practicable. As a result in 1862 after the out-
break of War, Congress voted the railroad over the central route with over
$),5,80C,000. subsidy for the railroed and many free acres of land, but they
gave the mall contract for the central stage route to the competltors of the
southern route, Wall street men, thus ruining Russell, Majors and Waddell.

15. The memoriasl would be a memorial to the whole of the frelghting, over-
land stage and pony express period and an affort would be made to collect in
this memorial all material and information obtainable on this period.

16. The memcrial should be national lnstead of state because all the work
was Iinter-state.

17. The Majors' house has brought the only two national historical organ-
{zations to Kansas City that 1t has; The Oregon Trail Memorial, now the
American Ploneer Trails Association, and the National 01d Trails Road
Association., Majors' picture is one of fourteen in life size bust, color,
in the dome of the Denver Capitol; a victory ship was named for him;
monuments to Russell, Majors and Waddell have been erected at Lexington,
Missouri, and Nebraska City. The Oregon Trail Memorial Association has
marked the Pony Express route and many monuments along the way have been
built where old stage and pony stations once stood. There are 16 in the
state of Utah alone. Majors was declared father of the pure-bred cattle
industry in Wyoming because he introduced the first pure~bred cattle there,
and his testimony with one other man before the Congresslional commlttee con-
sidering the admission of Utah, was able to overcome the objections of a
large group of lobbyists. The Ponw Express has twice been commemqgrated with

. & government stamp}1869 and 19

18. The social and moral contribution of the firm alone is worthy of
commemoration as the pledge required of their employees against the use of
intoxicating liquors, profenity, gembling and mistreatment of animals con-
stituted the first prohibition and humane society in America. The glving to
each employee of a Blble to carry-on-his-westward journey,n%n which Bible
the employee took his pledge under oath, literally carrled, the Pilgrim
Fathers' Mayflower Compact to settle America "for the glory of God and
sdvancement of the Christian Faith."



1y. The nlgh Christien ethics of Russell, Majors and Waddell constitute the
type of plonesrs by which America should be remembered, rather than the hard
drinking, shooting, swearing and gambling men so frequently depicted by the

movies.

20. The site for the memorial park consists of aboust 45 acres in Kansas and
the Majors' house across the 1line 1r Mto- The site 1s especially appro-
priate because the formation ¢ .ors, Waddell partnership
necessitgted 1ts selection. Ma,.:s nau . . .:ns &t thix tima the partner-
shlp was formed and the immediate increase to %50 wagons with 12 to 16 oxen
for sach wagon, made imperatlve more ground than his 820 acre farm southeast
of the city (78th and Holmes) afforded and forced him to move to the State
Line where the Kansas prairie offered unlimited space for the cattle and
wagons. Freight trains were made up here and only a few yards from the house
stood the pony express relay barn where the ponies wers brought from grazing
grounds near Lees Summit to be broken for the saddle and sent to St. Joseph

for use in the mall and express service.

2l. There are manfnational monuments on the Pacific and Atlantic Coasts,
but none in the Middle West until you get to Scott's Bluff, Nebraska, with
the exception of the Jefferson Memorial at St. Lotls which merks the

Louisiana Purchase and the period of exploration. The period of settlement of
the West with the freighting, overland stage and pony express that made it .
possible, centers around Kansas City and nearby Kansas territory. It 1s as im-
pertant that the period of settlement be nationally recognized as the period of
exploration. Russell, Majors and Waddell with their freight trains, overland
/ staze and pony express are to the preriod of settlement what Lewis and Clark
‘.wera to the perlod of exvnloration.

\220 The transportation lines of Russell, Majors and Waddell were responsitle
for establishing many towns along their routes to the West:

Kansas City:

The Kansas City Star in an articls of January 17, 1927, credited Ma jors with
being the gommercial founder of Kansas City. It stated that Majors got the
Secretary of the Interior to sign the order for the government boats to stop
at Westport Landing, a polnt at which most boats whistled and went by, and in
the year following Kansas City gailned a supremacy over nelghboring towns which
she retained. Spalding's Annals show that within the one year the populstion
sprang from 2,000 to 65,000 and that nine additions wore added.

Leavenworth

In his Overland Journey in 1859 Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune,
came west to visit the overland stage and the gold of Denver. He said of
Leavenworth, "Russell, Ma jors and Waddell's transportation establishment between
the fort and the city is the great feature of Leavenworth. Such acres of
wagons} Such pyramids of extra axle tressd Such herds of oxenl Such regiments
of drivers and other employees! No one who does not 8see;, can realize how vast

8 business this 1s nor how immense are its outlays as well as 1ts income. I
presume thls great firm has at this hour 2,000,000 of dollars invested in stock.
namely oxen, mules and wagons. They last year employed 6,000 teamsters and
worked {5,000 oxen."



Nabrasiwa City:

The city built a $100,000 wharf to recelve the business of Russell, Ma jors

i Waddell whon the firm selscted NebrasimCity as its third base from which

tc operate 1ts contract tec take the soldiers and suppllies to Utsh for the Mor-

mori rebellion. The clity also agreed to close its dram shops and Majors built

??O gevernment houses to accommodate the men who came there to work for the
rm.
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Denvar

"That tha company chose Denver instead of Auraria as a terminus was important .
It marked the beginning of the elimination of Auraria and started Denver on the
road to becoming the capitol and metropolis of the state. General Larimer
wrote hils son, John: %Russell's train changes the whole face of matters here.
They are locating in Denver City. Denver is all o.k....Thelr monied influence
will maxe thlis now the certain point...I shall sleep soundly tonightf" Alvin
Harlow, 0ld Waybills, p. 211.

waasters History of the United States, p. ly3l}, states:

By 1859 Denver was a settlement of 1000 people. They needed supplies, and,
to meet this demand, the firm of Russell, Majors, and Waddell put & daily line
of' coaches on the road from Leavenworth to Denver. This means of communication
brought so many settlers that by 1860 Denver was a city of frame and brick
houses, with two theatres, two newspapers, and a mint for colning gold."

The folilowntg statement from Alexander Majors in his Seventy Years on the Frontier is pertinent: P. 166-167.

4nd it was very fortunate for the gouernment and the people that such a line was organized and in perfect running condition
on the middle route vhen the late war commenced, as it would have been impossible to carry mails on the route previously
patronized 9y the government, which ran from San Francisco via [os Anieles, &1 Paso, Ft. Smith, ond St Louis for the’
Soutkeren people would have interfered with it, and would not have allowed it to run through that portion of the country
during the war

it s0 transpired that the fim of Kussell .ujors and kaddel kad to pay the fiddler, or the entire expense of organizing
both the stage line ama the pony express, ot a loss as it tummod out, of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Ajter the
Inited States mail uas given to this line it vecame a payins institution, but if went inlo the hands of Kolliday just be-
fore the first quarterly payment of £100,00U was made. Uhe government paid to (kolliday) $800,U20 a year jor carrying the
mails from San Francisco to Missouri, made in quarterly poyments.

Luring the wav there uas a vact anount of business both in exbress and passenger traveling, and it was only aveilable,
fracticable line of communication betueen California ond the States east of the Focky Mountains.”
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Back east, Majors’ partner Williom
Russell, had commitied the firm to
action and Alex Majors and his able
cssistants set about to carry out one
of the most colorful and romantic
ventures in the histery of our pioneer
west.

Majors knew the central route 1o
California well. Fort Kearney, Fort
Laramie, over the South Pass and
the Wasatch to Salt Lake, Ruby Val-
ley, on down to Carson and over
the High Sierra to Sacramento. Much
shorter, but what about winter?
Members of congress and eastern
newspapers scoffed. Someone called
it the "great gamble’ and others ar-
gued it couldn't be done. War de-
partment engineers in 1855 had said
the route was impracticable. Majors
had little time for misgivings. He—
and his western associates—had but
to do it.

In two months to follow, the opera-
tion was whipped into shape. Riders
and station keepers were hired and
relay stations were added all along
the already established line to Salt

Lake City. New make-shift stations
every 10 to 15 miles were hurriedly
established and maonned ifrom there
on out across the Great Basin of
Utah and Nevada, ihe wildest of
country yvet. Watching with alarm
were Utes, Paiutes, Gosiutes and the
Bannocks. Of all the tribes that har-
assed the Pony Express, the Paiuie
was the worst. They were socon to
burn many of the western stations
and kill many of the keepers. These
stations were rebuilt and the mail
continued with eventual protection
of troops from Camp Floyd near
Salt Lake City and Fort Churchill on
the Carson River.

Majors knew horses and he knew
men and he tried for the best of
each. Young men, slight of stature,
unattached and preferrably orphans
rode California mustangs and the
{inest horselflesh from Utah territory
and Missouri pastures.

Always expected by Mgjers of his
men was discizline and good moral
conduct and everything was regu-
lated by rules. Being a man of high

Christian ethics, he presented Bibles
and required each of his employees
to take an oath not to swear, drink,
gamble or mistreat animals. Majors’
young men with their solemn oaths
and leather-bound Bibles rode the
trail through hazard and hardship.
They had their troubles with the In-
dians as expected, and with the
wintertime as predicted, and so
many more other troubles both large
and small, that will never be known.
They kept right on pounding along
through daylight and darkness earn-
ing their hundred a month and keep.

Majors and his company did get
the line established, it did carry the
mail through those winter snows and
desert sands from St. Joseph, Mis-
souri to California. But it did not
get the Government mail centract.
The Pony Express did in fact proac-
tically go broke. Then, as now, the
carrying of mail proved to be less
than profitable, especially with such
primitive methods under such haz-
ardous circumstances. Mr. Majors'

firm lost heavily in this and other
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operations, and new with their backs
to the wall their empire was falling.
Losing money day by day, Alex-
ander Majors and his partners, hop-
ing all the while for assistance from
Washington, D. C. to come through,
tightened their financial belts and
moved ahead with the operation that
had beccme too much needed and
too much a part of western develop-
mert to be abondoned.

Late in the year 1860, the tele-
graph had been started on up river
from St Joseph, Missouri through
Brownsville and Omaha to Fort
Kearney. With each pounding hoof-
beat the Pony Expressmen watched
other nameless men feverishly
stretching Edward Creighton's trans-
continental telegraph line along the
trail teward the Pacific. Heroes all,
in such times. Surely even without

government aid or mail contract, the
rony Express could hold out till the
key and sounder could tap cut re-
lief. By the grace of God, the lives
of men, and the labor of horse flesh,
it did. On Octcber 24, 1861, the last
connection was made at Salt Lake
City and « slender strand of wire,
the first transcontinental overland
telegraph, took over the job of rapid
communication between East and
West. The Pony could now rest. A
job well done.

The success of the Overland Pony
Express of Russell, Majors and Wad-
dell is measured not in dollars but
in accomplishment. Through its col-
lective efforts and at great financial
loss to Alex Majors and his asso-
ciates the feasibility of the Central
route as the best mail route to Cali-
fornia was demcnstrated. The Pony

Express is credited with helping to

save that Golden State for the Union
and thereby removing ftuel that
might prolong this terrible conflagra-
tion or even change the course of
the conflict.

Simply said, it filled a critical gap
of time in history, when a faster ex-
change of messages was needed
with a remote state, at a time when
Civil War threatened and plagued
our nation.

Alex Mgjors in later years must
have spent many thoughttul hours
recounting the times he spent on so
many now historic trails to so many
now historic places. He could recall,
no doubt with disdain, the dust and
cdor of the bull trains, the whoop of
Indians and the chill and heat of

the plains. The wail of the coyote
and the grunt of the buffalo were
firmly impressed within the inner

T g
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Pony Express rider and the advanced telegraph. Original painting in Visitor Center, Scotts
Bluif National Monument. Courtesy, National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior.

The old Majors home at 8145 State Line in Kansas City, Missouri Built in 1856 it still stands as a monument to the region’s pioneer history.
A landmark left from a glorious and thrilling era of pioneer westward expansion. Tentative plans are to restore it as a museum dedicated to
: the times of a grand old gentleman, Alexander Majors.

Page 5



reachgs. cf his memory. Also there surely came back to
him vivid pictures of vast pure horizons without blight
of civilization.

These horizons were indeed his business and as he
moved toward his very last he recorded just some of
those experiences for his book “Seventy Years On The
Frontier.” In 1886, he stocd on the bank of the Missis-
sippi River, where as a boy he had lomded from the
ferryboat in 1818, and gazed across at a city that had
since sprung up in his tracks, St. Louis, Missouri.

Born in the year 1814 near Franklin, Simpson County,
Kentucky, young Alex came to Missouri when his father
Benjamin Majers moved his family to Missouri Country
and settled in Lafayette County and later near Fort
Osage in Jackson County. He wrote that elk and bear
were to be found there and recalled killing bear where
Kansas City now stands.

It was there in the beloved rolling hills of Northwest
Missouri that he later chose to build a home and al-
though he was called away to attend to the far-reaching
company business and to move his family with him, he
kept a fond place in his memory for the land of his
youth. In the migration of his lifetime he was to live
in many places among them Nebraska City, Nebraska;
Salt Lake City, Utah; Denver, Colorado and Chicago,
Illlinois where he died of pneumonia in 1900. He is
buried in Union Cemetery in Kansas City, Missouri.

Alexander Majors, Seventy Years on the Frontier, Chi-
cago & New York, Rand McNally & Company, 1893.

“Bibles for Bullwhackers” Missouri Historical Review,
April 1934, Vol. XXVIII, Ne 3 pp. 211-213.

Arthur Chapman, The Pony Express, New York & Lon-
don, G. P. Puinam'’s Sons, 1932.

Raymond W. and Mary Lund Seitle, Empire on Wheels,
Stanford, Cdlifornia, Stanford University Press, 1949.

Raymond W. and Mary Lund Settle, War Drums and
Wagon Wheels, Lincoln, Nebraska, University of Ne-
braska Press, 1966.

“"Mdajors, the Pioneer, Dead”, Kansas City Star, jan. 15,
1900.

“The Saga of the Pony Express”, Wash. D. C., U. S. Post
Office Dept., 1960.

Correspondence with Mrs. Orilla B. Poteet, Santa Rosa,
Cdlifornia.
Interview with Miss Louisa P. Johnston, great-grand-
daughter of Alexander Majors.

The tombstone of Alexander Majors in
Union Cemetery in Kansas City, Missouri

COVER CREDIT — ALEXANDER MAJORS

This photograph of Alexander Ma-
jors was sent to the St. Joseph and
Pony Express Stables Museums by
Mrs. Orilla B. Peoteet of Santa Rosa,
Cdlifornia. It was passed along
through her husband's father-in-law,
John Poteet, from his father, Samuel
Poteet, an assistant to Alex Majors
in freighting days and was no doubt
Page 6

given to him by Alex Majors him-
self. Samuel Poteet is described by
Mr. Mgjors in his "Seventy Years on
the Frentier” as "One of the most
faithful of my men.” So far as we
know this photograph has not been
previously published and is prob-
ably one of the last pictures ever

taken of Mr. Majors. The photogra-

pher was W. T. Dole of Kansas City.

Miss Leuisa P. Johnston, great-
granddaughter of Alexander Majors,
believes the picture was taken in
December of 1899 when Mr. Majors,
at age 85, came through Kansas
City from the west on his way to
Chicago where he died in January
1900. DLR

EDITOR'S NOTE: M
cliffe is Director of th
politan Museum, Pu
and was formerly A:
and Curator of His
Joseph Museum whe
article.
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Betty J. Smith 361-0737 Great-great granddaughter of William Waddell
of Russell, Majors and Waddell

She visited the St. Joseph Museum in her trip to examine possibilities in St. Joseph
for the placement of Waddell Smith's collection.

The heirs of the Waddell Smith Pony Express collection are considering placing it in
St. Joseph, Mo. It is presently located in San Raphael, Calif. in the home of the
late Waddell Smith. They are not satisfied with the Alta Telegraph Building (recently
restored as the western terminus) because it is owned by Wells-Fargo. (Waddell Smith .
for years had a running feud with Wells-Fargo for claiming a part in the Pony Express).
He also chastized Mr. Boder for printing this connection in Graphics.

They - Betty Smith and her mother from Kansas City - had already been to Patee House
and the Stables.

The collection would be an outright gift to whoever in St. Joseph might be selected
to receive it. She was not sure as to the extent of the collection nor the contents.
Mentioned were books, documents, paintings, letters, etc. and artifacts.

They have been to the restored Sacramento waterfront district and have been offered
a room in the restored Alta Telegraph Building but are not satisfied with it. Too
small they say. (The building is owned by Wells-Fargo which may have something to
do with their dissatisfaction?.

I stated that we would indeed be interested in such a gift providing that what we have
to offer in the way of care storage and display is suitable. [ sympathized with their
concern to place the collection in safe quarters where it would be displayed, appreciated
and made available to the public and researchers. I explained that we probably do not
at this time have ample room to display the collection in its entirety but do have
tentative plans to double the size of the exhibit area at the Pony Express Stables.

In the meantime we could display selected items in one or two cases in the Stables

and the library and documents would be cared for at the main St. Joseph Museum in con-
junction with its library. I explained that the Stables and St. Joseph Museum provide
full security (police-fire and insurance) and that the library is open the year around
while the Stables is open at present six months each year and is considering extending
the open time.

In answer to questions concerning security at other historical museums in St. Joseph,
I explained that while some would probably have ample room, they would not have ade-
quate fire and security protection nor professional conservation and preservation
methods, nor would they be open year-round so that the collection could be used year-

round.

Ms. Smith was given brochures, Museum Graphics and historical folders to supplement
the verbal information to be considered by the heirs in Kansas City and California.

I asked, that if we are to be seriously considered, that we be sent a list of the
items so that we could better calculate the area needed to do the collection justice.

I mentioned that if we here in St. Joseph are unable to provide suitable quarters for
the Waddell Smith Collection, they might consider the Huntington Library, the Univ.

of Wyoming, Utah or Nevada or possibly the museum at Carson City. (They seem tn faver

a museum) I explained that such a museum should have a library department fc

rataleg and store documented materials so that they might be made available far veseaveir



We are always most eager to acquire any additional information and artifacts relative
to the Pony Express and would be honored to accept the gift historical papers,
paintings and artifacts from the Waddell family.

My personal opinion is that she or they expect more than St. Joseph can provide in

the way of a home for this collection. If, however, they have decided on St. Joseph
as the ultimate home for this collection, the St. Joseph Museum would have a better
chance than other museums here since it is more highly qualified being fully accredited
and with professional care.

A letter should be forwarded to Ms. Smith at an early date to reiterate the statements
made verbally.



From: Anne Canfield and Beverly Haskins
Prime Time News Bureau Special to UPI

HOME OF PONY EXPRESS FOUNDER ( ;YQ v

RESTORED IN KANSAS CITY, MO. S—

KANSAS CITY, Mo.-—-A historic white frame house built here in 1856 by a
co-founder of the Pony Express is undergoing a $1.4 million restoration
f and will be open to the public for the first time this spring.
f Alexander Majors, who built the house, was one of three partners in
the overland freighting firm of Russell, Majors and Waddell. Credited
with helping establish Kansas City as the gateway to the American West,

Majors was skeptical at the outset about the wisdom of launching the Pony

Express operation.
His reservations proved well-founded, because the previously
profitable Central Overland Express freighting firm was thrown into

bankruptcy about a year after the Pony Express made its debut. (ﬁ L g
N ot O 4 [ 3
v v fow L] 7 7

But Majors, whose former home is the third oldest house in Kansas ;Kkb,wgmgﬁjfﬁ'

City, was above all a man of his word. When partner William Russell ;G )
promished Sen. William McKendry Gwin of California that the firm would
undertake a faster pony route to the west, both Majors and Waddell agreed
to carry out the pledge made by one.
Within 60 days of the decision to proceed, the Pony Express was ready
to run. St. Joseph, Mo., was the eastern-most point, with Sacramento,
Calif., the western terminal. On April 3, 1860, the first rider set out
on a 2,000-mile relay that was completed in a record nine days and 23
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hours. That was less than half the time it had taken horse~drawn
stage—-coaches and freight wagons pulled by oxen and mules,

Historians agree that although the Pony Express was an operating
success it was a financial failure, largely responsible for the demise of
the Russell, Majors and Waddell firm in 1861. Other factors, which to
some extent exonerate Russell, include the advent of the transcontinental
telegraph and the national upheaval of the Civil War, including numerous
border disturbances in the Kansas City region.

Majors's legendary code of ethics extended to the rough-hewn riders he
employed for the Pony Express, who were required to sign the following
contract:

"While in the employ of A. Majors, I agree not to use profane
language, not to get drunk, not to gamble, not to treat animals cruelly
and not to do anything else that is incompatible with the conduct of a
gentleman. And I agree, if I violate any of the above conditiomns, to
accept my discharge without any pay for my services.”

A Bible was standard issue for Pony Express riders.

The Greek Revival-style home now being restored in Kansas City was
situated on Majors's 800-acre farm. Bracketed today by Ward Parkway, one
of the most prestigious of Kansas City's famed boulevards, and flanked by
a shopping center to the south and Cadillac dealership to the north, the
home once was surrounded by pastureland and orchards. Just west of the
front portico extends the Missouri-Kansas state line, and visitors to the
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home will be able to stand on the boundary, with one foot in Missouri and
the other in Kansas.

The restoration is a project by the Junior Women's Symphony Alliance,
in cooperation with the Alexander Majors Historical Trust and the Russell,
Majors & Waddell National Historic Association. Major corporate
contributors are Yellow Freight and Kroh Brothers Realty Co., both of
which are headquartered in Kansas City.

The home, which had remained empty since the death in 1979 of Louisa
Johnston, Majors's great-granddaughter, opens April 28 as the 15th annual
Designers' Showhouse, in a 4-week benefit for Kansas City's symphony
orchestra. More than 200,000 persoms have toured the previcus 14
showhouses, resulting in gifts of $1.2 million to the local symphony.

The home will remain open daily through May 27, when furnishings
provided by 23 Kansas City-area interior designers will be removed. Plans
call for the home and 6-acre grounds, including 4.8 acres that have been
deeded as a park to the city of Kansas City, Mo., to reopen in June or

early July, complete with the addition of a gazebo, smokehouse, barn and

well.
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