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W, Hoenneld, veteran mw

k, Mo., then thé western'
"}‘imamh over a period

arly day Pony Exm
- born at kennekuk Kfm.. .

“Sinee he was born the

‘are of hearsay remarks
y those acquainted with the
pnd of men who so valiently |
ded the mail thru to ﬂxe

e map bas been: markoted and.
apnell now is selling fmfsﬁe& to tar-
fous, libraries and educatioral. in- |
tutions, thraout the country. Purd
Wright, Kansas City. Mo, Hbrar-;
?éﬁé{@btﬂming .a ¢copy of the:
: 't? Hopnell a congratula- |
y . etsm' termlng the map “aw!

o onb of tbe Tiost inferestm expeti- :
v\;mm*ta in the opening of rhe ‘west. |

~s&, and thuse eonne'*ted with
1 kpow, something of the detuil
kmu have put in[ lcm may take

% ¢ &tari:es of the am trall were
further cnbanced by the yirns re
labed by two of -his unetes. who
‘dangers of the nakuawn
trally to the wining fields of Cali~
f#ornia in the gold rush of 1849 The
ameles, In company with three other
wmien; made the long trek across the
mm'n plains and desert in an old
ywered wagon. En rounte thely two
yoke of oxen died of starvation and
“thirst and the weary band of travel-
€75 flnally reached their destipation
we . 5ix months later with them-
wives pulling .a crude cart made
“from tbe two rear wheels of the

wa

3 ﬁ )e&r later one of Honnell's

ynelés returned after making the
homewsard trip around the éape in
# gailing vessel and with somce $9.-

‘900 wor fh of gold dust in his pocket.,

" Pangerous Route.

“The old Oregon trail over which
the adventurous souls inade their
¥y in search of fame and fortune
‘was frought with the greatest of
dangers. Marauding bawds of In=
Aigns -and renegade wbltpa, took an
‘awfal toll among the spirited in-
dividuals who Jeft the seeurity of
the east to gamble with death in a
m&rch for a new home and b ypiuess
west.

“iDuring his lifetime ‘Honnell bas
‘givned three farms bordering the
' trail and eu each of these farms
Jie reports he hag discovered un-
marked graves where rest the mortal
remftins of those who. flaunted fate
and eame oul loser. Aceording to
Honnell an estimated 5,000 psrsons
pg;_'ished before thev reached the

ape yedr the express was es-
ablished, most of his recollee.

}
t.ém* éoast. ot

-on the sumn-baked plams ot Ixausas‘

‘bers that are left teday have banded

after nearly eight.months of study
hand research, which included corre

‘of the early express route and its

| the three men operated the most ex-

Ber of tue Doarg ol ocduodiin

tmmns oi %haBnrimgbﬂh ral

ided -10.day mail service between Bt.-

v @ikl o duladd R R -

1
i

ory of the American fromxer has completed a map ai the-poute of the Pony Express whmb{
; operated for a period of ezg‘htem months and prav

nd Sacramento, Calif. .
sary for Honnell to

W. R. Honnell,

foothills of the Rockies, sucyumbing

and Nebraska.

Undoubtedly many more persons
found a final resting place on the
roeky billsides of the high- reaching
mountains of the western: states,
dying slowly from exposure, hunger
and. exhaustion or else sucenmbing
guickly when 4 band of whooping
Indians swooped down on the un
suspecting campets hoddled aboul
a campfire and riddled them awith
poisoned arrows - before = scalping
them and leaving exposed badies for
the wild animals to devour.

. Honneil Digs Up History.

‘Honnell’s interest in the Ovegon
trail- and the early Pony KExpress
was revived last, January 1. when
he addressed the former mewmwbers of
the “Anti-Horse ‘Thief associztion”
of Kennekuk, an early day organiza-
tion thet directed its efforts to
lynching those . who were in the
habit of making off with a herse
that belonged to another. 1l mem-

together in an Old Seftlers ciub und
Hounell spoke to the group on the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the
founding of the Pony Express.
TUnable to find any authentie data
about the -early day transportation
experiment, Honnell deckded teo
map the route followed by the ven
turesome riders. This he tad dene

with several score old

spondence
have vivid recollections,

timers who

pgeie]

riders. .

Start of Peny Express.
- The jdea for the Pony Kxpress
was conceived by the mombers f the
transportation - firm  of Russel,
Majors and Waddell, At thag time

the-west. Huge carnvans of covéred

» {wagons eperated by’ the company

made regular trips over the Oregun
trail with their cargoes of freight

‘and supplies for those in the wes-

tern camps and outposts, No firm
had a higher or more deservedl repu-
tation for integrity. -Emiployes. on
entering the service, were required
te suscribe fo an ohth that they
would pot drink, use profare lan-
guage, or Light or quarrel with other
employes of the firm. = Overland
freight trains operated by the com-

pany always rested on Sundays.

Something of the vastness of the
firmi ean be  comprebended by a
statement made by Horaee Ureeley
in 1839 when he roported that some

6,000 teamsters, 50,000 - oxen and]

more than 5,000 wagons were in the
employ of the company, In 1883,
according to Honnell, the firm dis-
patehed from Atchigon, Kan,, more
than 21 apillion tons of frelght.
which had been shipped there by
boat, bound for polnts.in the west,

- Need for Mail Route.

The westward migrations of the
Mormons in 1847 and the discovery
of gold in 1848 brought about. the

{demand and the necessity for the

FPony Express which, in Monnell's
opinion, saved (,alifornm to the
unien. It also. preved tast per-

 manent lines of communieation could

‘ba maintained over the dangerous
route thru all seasoni of the year.

When the line was first estnb-
lished it cut the mail time more
than two thirds. Prior to the es-
tablishment of the express route,
the fustest trips took thirty days.
The pony riders maintained g regu-
lar, schedule of ten days. One trip,
bearing the news of Lineoln's in-
augural address, was completed in
geven days and seventeen bours, fc-
cording to Honnell. .

In establishing the route 190
stations were set up over the haz.
ardous, 2,000-mile unmarked trail,
Four hundred station keepers and
helpers were employed to care for
the horses and riders and an arer-
age 0f 400 of the best horses avall-
able were kept by the company
There were. forty main division
points slong the trail.

Riders in Relays,

At each division polut fresh riders
sped the mail on its dangerous trip.
Bach rider would ride 100 to 110
miles but horses were changed at
stations spotted along the trail at
tvelve to fifteen mile intervalx, The
stations were little more than tiny
shacks with a stable .for the. flest
horses, Often a rider woule- come
over a smmall rise, expecting ie
change to a fresh horse, only 1o
find that Indians had des(endod on
the place, massacred those in the
station, driven awsy the horses aud
s¢l fire to the buildings. . The rider
aund his mount would then have to
g0 on to the next station before

1

‘uuu'mn am} horse thieves o
mentitm mmg winter storms m‘iﬁ
L

: ﬂmﬂk ﬁlﬂ:
riaking. The map shows. the locatmn of mry stanon on the m ﬁisn %Oﬁf)«mﬂe route, |1
_Hmméh was. familiar ‘with et v

43

mw passes. -

ikl mm to Go Thru,
- The soail tnast go thru was t%
idotto of the bardy band of horse-’
men, sccotding to, Honnell.  Thra

: | sunsbine and storm, without, even
temﬂve transnartation wmxmny in’

the fiiendly siars to guide the riders
along their” lonety Jjourney. They
rode on day and night, singing their
jove songs to the rythm of their gal-
loping ponles, as they passed thru
herds of stampeding buffalo, prowl-
ing coyotes and lobo wolves.

Many of the dim trails were
scarcely more than a bridle path,
zigzagging along the streams and the
brinks of dark precipices, and the
narrow caverns were infested with
blood-thirsty savages lying in wait
to lift the scalps of the daring riders
who had entexed their lonely fast-
ness.

Often their ponies stepped into
badger holes and pralrie dog dens,
dens, throwing horse and rider and
frequently injuring both, according
to Honnell, Often such a fall would
break the horse’s leg,
rider would remove his precious
mail sack and with a sad heart dis-
patch his pony s8 an act of mercy
rather thau leave it'to be deveured
by the wolves. He would then wend
hir» way on foot to the next station
where a new mount would be pro-
vided and the mail would be car-
ried eyven faster inm an attempt te
make up the lost time.

Death Rate Low.

Contrary to popular belief, the
death rate among the riders was
surprisingly low, nccording to Hon-
nell. - In hix investigation be dis-
covered but one rider who had been
killed by the Indians wlile he was
carrying the mail. In this instance
the horse eseaped and made its way
to the next statlon and the precious
cargo of mail was saved.

Mayuy . were the narrow escapes
that the coorageous riders bad,
Numerous tales relate how a dust
covered rider on his sweat streaked
horse, would gallop to the protection
of the station house with blocd
streaming from oue or more arrow
wounds,

The riders, with the fleetest:
mounts the company could buy, had
the advaytage over the humble red-
skins  with their iuferior grade
horses. Riders were instructed te
ont rup the Indians and give battle
only when there was no orher ak
ternative,

Hach horseman was armed with
fwo revolvers, a knife and an extra
cylinder of cartridges. The entire
equipment, including the saddle
and bridle, did not exceed thirteen
pounds and the weight of the mail
sack was never over twenty
pounds, sccording to Honnell, The
charge for earrying the letfers was
$5 for each one-bglf ounce. Teo
econoniize leiters were written on
the finest grade tissue paper.

Riders Well Paid.

The regular riders were ex-
tremely well paid for those fimes,
with salaries ranging from $100 to
$123 a month. Station keepers
were paid $30 fo $100 per month

| ang were given their board. As &
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s :
!financigl success the great trans-

portation ventyre didn't fare so
well. Tt.wai establighed at a cost
of more than $700,000, and the re-
‘ceipts ' during - the  eighten months
of operation -totaled - but. $500,000,
accorﬁing to Honnell, = -

Undoubtedly the venture would
have proved suceessful were it not
for the .fact that telegraph. lines
were -strung to the eoast and the
railroad lines completed. When it
was seen that the schedule of the
Pony Express could be maintained,
the telegmph and train service was
installed. * The hardy riders . were
 upable to cope with the speed of
Hghtning or the charge of the “iron
‘horse” across  the prairies and
what was probably the most
courageous transportation experi-
ment in.the history of the world
was dighanded,

' Riders Were Famous.
“Mauny famous figures in frontier

Ristory were at one time or another

employes. for the I'ony Express
“Wild Bill” Hickok, “Buffslo Bill"
Gody, as well as othérs whose lives
were devoted to opening a new
eputitry over which Ametican civile
fsation was ultimately to spread,
have their names firmly entrenchad
in the annals of Pony &’xpress his-
um-

- Among the tamous riders was
Jack Keetely, whose regular run
was from the eastern terminus of
the route, westward to Seneca
Kan, This was later extended to
Rock Creek, Neb., and the leathery
rider performed oneé of the most
remarkable rides in the history of
the service. He rode ‘from Ruck
Creek . to St. Joseph, returmed to
Rock Creek and then doubled back
sver the route to Seneca withont
g0 much as taking time cnough
for'a weod meal. In all he covered
a total of 340 miles by spending
thirtv-one continuous hours in the
saddle. - When he entered Seneca
at the. completion of the reécord
beepking  run he was taken from
s swddle fast aslem aecording to
Honnell.

“'Wﬂd Bﬂl” Hirkok

: Another of the famous pioneers
of  the west who was an cmploye
of the company was “Wild Bil”
Hickok, who was placed in charge
of the station at Rock Creek, Neb..
on the ranch of David ¢, McCan-
les. a virile character of question-
able standing. McCanles was quar-
relsome and domineering, according
to Honnell.
to the station to take charge of
the place with his' benchmen, In
the fight that resulted Hickok was
allezed to have killed the hanmd of
four men. “Wild Bill” and his ss-
sociate at the station heoune were
arrested and tried om a rgurder

" 1charge, but were acquitted.

Hickok was reputed to be the
most successful peace officer that
the frontier ever had and the most
deadly and uperring shet. During
the Civil war he was p scout under

told about Hickok.

One day he came over:

with the: Copnfederate  adouts. in
which scores of them  were’

Fxmous ‘Marksmam,.

He then became a scout’ auﬁ car |
ried dispatchbes for Generals Sher

aan, Sheridan and Custer, In this
way he came, into contact” with
many roving bandz of plains In-

dians In which he successfully shot.

his way out. When be ‘was ap-

pointed marshal of Abilene, he- had|

already killed forty-three men in
the line of duty, not including the
men or the Indians while scouﬂng,
according to Honnell. .

One interesting tale demmlstrat-
ing bis prowess as a marksman is
When marshal
of Abllene, two men committed
murder and fled, pursued by
Hickok. They went Into a saloon
at Solomon and “Wild Bill” fel
lowed . them, They escaped by ‘&
rear door, each taking a - different
direction. When Hickok emerged
from the saloon with a revolver in
each hand, he killed both men, hut
the bystanders said they heard but
one shot. He could place objects
fifty feet away and widely apart
and shoot both at the same- time,
Honnell said,

One of Famous Rides,
- One of the famous distanes rides

w:m made by Jim Moore who
star:ed from Kedrney, Neb, sta-

tion the morning of Angust 8, 1560,
important government dise
for California of-

with
patches {ntend
ficials. He rode continbouxly for
140 miles to the end of bis diviston;
the old Julesburg station, = -

The rider from the iwest arrived
about the same time but thére was
0o one there to relieve him. . Un-
daunted, Moote hopped back Into
saddle and retraced his. path to
Bearney, covering a total of 280
miles with no rest at all.

William F. Cody, who later gained
the title of “Buffilo Bill” was the
most widely known of all the Pony
Express riders, His route was the
most perilouys of any along the long
trail, lying betweén Red Butte and
Three Crossings in Wyoming. It
was in. the center of the: hunting
grounds of the Sioux nation and a
rendezvous of outlaws and horse
thieves, Honnell relates.  §

Escapes from Indians.

His numerous escapes from skir-
mishes with the Indians fill many
of the pages in his Biography, One
day when he arrived at Three Cross-
ings, his home station, he discovered
that the -rider scheduled to relieve
bim, had been killed the day beforc
in a drun .en brawl.
slightest . ] asitation, he obtained a

fresh moud™; and pushed om to the !

next statio} Rock Ridge; eighty-five
miles away over extremely hazard-
ous. trails.* Arﬂviug there he ol
tained the “easthound mail, turned

around and made the trip hack to; §

Red Butte, =n all he covered a total

of 322 miles wrer the roughest trails |

of the Peny Ezpress rouie. This and

killed. :

- Without the|

worthless papers over rhe sauci
miles on his’ journey, two. men
3umped from  bebind & clump of}
trees -and covered hin with their
ritles. - “Buffale Bill” gave .them
the ~worthless' saek; but they re-
laxed their vigil for a moment and
be shot and: killed one of the men
and the other fled. Thus he was
able fo ‘recover the second “mo-
chila” altho its contents ‘were of |
no vaiue. :

- To Cﬁebrate Annivvrsary

When the Pony Express
first - igaugurated,  the -

was
Indians

{lest ponies. &eeing the horsemen
tearing across the plains at such a
| rapid pace; the Indians were led fo
believe that they were éarrying bad
medicing and refused to have any-
thing to do with the riders. 1In
later months their attitude changed
Land they waged a relentless wap-

ture some of the horses that were
80 much superior to their own
'shaggy ponies.

~Names of Riders.

Included in the upper right hand
corner of the map that Honmnell has
published are  the names of the;

reputed to be on the roster of the
eompany but Honnpell is still in-

was a regular rider.

Without doubt the short history
of the early day Pony Express is
firmly imprinted in the saga of the
L romantic old west.  The venture-
some riders with their fleet steeds
certainly composed the “air mail” of
the ninteenth eentury. The 10-day
communication facilities with the
Pacific coast probably did more to
open the . country for civilization
than any other enterprise until the
completion of the .first rail track
which was rushed after the express
riders started their regular rums.
The Pouy Express is firmly en-
trenehed in the annals of the' kis-
tory of the American frontier and |

way for the rapid spread of civili-.
zation over the wide expanse of
fertile plains, thry lofty crags and
mountaing to the western slopes of

failed to bother the riders on their|

ninety-nine men who were the regu-||
“{lar riders of the express during its
-} 18-month existence. One other was

 vestigating to determine if he reaily _

the riders did much to pave thej

the Rockies that gently dip into the| {9
. waters of the Pacific.

| Bure enougls, after he was a m“'j many-parts of the United States. .

nell, and was- in many enconnters;

Many of the pilgrims will see fo
the first time the battlefields
which: their leved owes fought
the graves in which they. n

Pesiﬂve Rellef
For Itchy sk&u

Cooling and soothini
Ointment melts on the s iny seni
sested medicines decply into P
where it quickly kills #
sask, eczemna, foot xtch it
ste, Money back if first far

ot
wers

fare on the riders;heping to cap-|}

Feel Your
glasses, Dr. Claude

Jacobs ean help you!l Mﬁr
in our stere. :

- Pay Convenienﬂ ;

ﬂmumnns

646 MINNESOTA AVF §

See properly wilh the righ
ﬁ

1“"-!-:&.,
or Union Station
Kamsws

oon

wﬂhmnﬂmbﬂhoﬁw

g7 Uniom mvsomu. 914%'%



CS6I—I-P D7

o040 ADDPYIO) €S8/ Yyt Wl PISH £LIOLID,

SATIW LOL°TT - SNOILVLS NIIMIEE HONVISIA HOVHEHAV

"hlpp0) urowy sworioss fo saupN =( ) 42

TZEZZ o/ ON
— 096/ —

— 0961-TVINN3 LN

1987 Py fo 210D parfipows sys wosf s

voSs3pPUIN JABy pup doysig) T - @

£ST - SNOILVIS SSE¥dXd ANOd A0 ¥ALWIN TVLOL
STTIN SE8T - HJAISOL ‘LS - OLNIWVEOVS - HONVISIA

B ol (0 4
b5 44095

,',‘_“;F oecfkuE/:; ;1210 resr (‘(_Jfrp:r-l i ]r.‘.'._). -
® 4
A\?/‘Po:/vuy Rrage (ff-/’?arys)
SWarm Spring's
5.[!79-5}7r7}1933
87 hree Crossings
8 Sp/it Pock (3 0)
P /?éan t_'/’.r ( P/O/} ?ef)/ .
65, evils Gare ockadla 29
.f‘_jweefwdﬁr- 9) ( )
@®orse Creek
QN own Spritgs
Red Burte (28)
oA /or ri Flarre (Plarre Bridge)
o 8ridger (Muddy)
$Deer Creck
SBoxE/der (27)
8L gprerellela Fele)
® Bed Trek
@Laﬁonra (LaBonrre) (26)
V8L /k Horr (E/khrorm)

@ A Sh

& SRR ey (75)

\® 9 Mile Hocse (Sand [Point) (Waords)
2 Forrlorarmie

0 P leralings Ranch (Bordeavx) (24)

h]
Q)
A
\ \8C o/ Springs (SpringPanch) o
" T @ Morse Creek’ ’
o

} ob;; Scor's Bluff ‘( 23)
Y ) $ Srarion) (Fick{ins Sprin 9)
/1 ‘(‘;'_O Chimney{Fock S

o

J1N0Y SS34d

-

@,

. O .
/ ol ,‘(qu.felr)vngs

\ | @ Pole Creeck No.2
B Nine Mle Srarion

N Svlesburg
. __8fFonrz Srarion(Burtd) \
$Oramond Springs (BéaLJw'as) (20)
° G/lls '
8S5rarion (Alkali Lake)
2 e Donsey'’s (OFallons Bluffs)(19)
N 8FFemont Springs
. b‘\“’; Cold Sprirgs(Boxtilde) \
5 )2 Corrornwood Sprirngs (18)
2 '0‘:0 Giiman's
P "G_OM/dway-Home Sra. (17) ?
P ;W/V/Ow Lslond %
53 @/ Yum Creek (/6) \
5, eGorden :
% art$ Srarion
8forrKearnry \
Sfearny Starron (Hooks) Homé(Sra. (14)
EOSandHIV/ (Sermmid)
Néoi?/‘?//;_ Creek (/3)
:.,z(,:efzsyg?n(oj,(o/gng Panch)

8 Srorion (Oak Grove)
08/iowa
\ $ ggl://e‘;:y///e A S
00/ onay -Home 57q. (/0
m;o I//rg im'ac‘:!r-q 7 [/ Y
' SRock Creek(lodr) (9)
®fock House (Caldwell)
:/! Cortorwood ((8)(Hollerburg)
', 8/Marysville - Home Sra. (7)
O‘Gu/'r-ard:\' (&)
ya /), Vo (Laramie Creek) (Hicleory Porrnt)
/03 8 Jereca ( 5)
J '/3‘.{09 Chgih (<)
§ # Gofsschd//(klcknpcc)
/ ekernekuk (3)
/ xoll wis (Cola Spring)
S~ Fey
0Sr Joseph

A

— s —

PrED >

dx 7 huoy

Spu/s+Upy pUPL 1404/

ot 1 B PPIOS S5O




Pl

gt P g

W B il

oy % *M

EVOLUTION OF TRAILS iy FROM ‘ ANIM ALS 7 TO AEROPLANE

e "

/ | ] -
3COTTS Suu P P
-
CHININEY ROC

/, (ytuaxmue.,)

c" ‘k"“-“ ANVONT
i ¥ asnofg% | CVER LA, po e S
,@ vmcmmcn-y :

e > ENOA

--..\

z I
‘SRERAMENTO

BENT'S FoaT m -,
M.

auaeLo‘ =l

LAS VELAS

ANESVILLE
(counciL By pers)

ST Jos:vu A
&

-

INUEPEND &
/ ﬂ’Eq‘rpc 4

o #
T5AN ut o
«E‘*fﬂ oL

s

¢N* ﬁf LL’U!S

TRAILS OF THE OLD WEST
By WILLIAM H. ]ACKSON
Bequest of a great American and pioneer artist to America. As a youth he followed these old trails; in his later years he

devoted his talents to portraying the stirring epic:of the West. This pictograph, completing the illustrations he created
for WESTWARD AMERICA. was given its last loving touches after he had entered his hundredth vear.
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