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Stamp of history 

This mock-up 
shows the de
sign and scale 
of the Pony Ex
press monu
ment that will 
be built near 
the Pony Ex
press Memo
rial. 

&mall 

The Pony Express silhouette, "> 
on a hillside adjacent to Inter- "-..., 
state 229 near the St. Joseph 
Avenue exit, will be 
dedicated to the 
memory of all pub
lic servants who 
have been killed in 
the line of duty; 
including St. 
Joseph police offi
cer Bradley Arn. POLICE 

The Missouri . 
Department of Transportation 
has announced that residents . 
can take photographs of the sil
houette at 10 a.m. today; weather 
permitting. 

For more information, call the 
MoDOT public affairs depart
ment at 387-2353. 

Missouri Department of Transportation employees and work release prison-
. ers from Western Reception, Diagnostic and Conectlon Center work on a 

new symbol for St. Joseph on Saturday morning. It lies on the west side of 
Interstate 229 just north of the Frances Street entrance ramp. About 48 
tons of rocks will make up the design. Four colors of rocks will be used, 
including 30 tons of white marble chips, which wlll make up most of the 

. / / .- / .. 9 'j ERIC WELCH/St. Joseph News-Press 

design, along with black obsidian, brown glacier median and tan sponge tiff. 
The Pony Express rider is based on a 3-cent postage stamp owned by the 
Pony Express Museum. The idea for the project began In a coffee room at 
the Department of Transpc,rtatlon and ballooned Into this result months 
later, with help from Jocal groups to finance It. It should take a couple of 
days to finish the project If good weather prevails. 
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Pony Express Mark.er Unveil~d at 
P<;ttee Park -40 Years A·go .F.rfday 
· Forty years ago Friday a l"ony ance in I eight hours or less._ Mr. ,childr'en sang "Missouri" as Mau-

Expres·s rider and a widow ot.one Clltt w!J.o was 17 when he carried pin's band played 'the accompani
·of the founders of the Pony Ex- the mail in 1861i said __ he knew nient.' · . 

. · only one , other rider George ' L • , ·. 
press unveiled the mark11r in T · h · 1. k d . th' 11 t Recalled First Rider ' . own, w o p c e up e ma a . . _ 
Patee Park. which commemor- Seneca .. Even that acquaintaince, Among those present at the 
a:tes the start of the pio:r;ieer mall he 'recalled, didn't · amount ' to cere~ony wa~ lllirs. ~nnie Patee, 
service between St,I Joseph and much be!)ause all he• did was whose husband, EliJah Patee, 

· hand the mail to ·him had been_ manager of the Patee 
Sacramento, Cal., on April 1' · . ·' · House, now the H. D. Lee .Mariu-
1860. . · - Widow of Fo.under there factlll'ing Co. She stated then 

Even the fact that Governor Mrs. Alexandel'.' -Major, . the that the · first rider was S8Jil'.lUel 
Elliott Major, who was slated Widow. of one of the founders··of Frye _and that he· actually rode 
to rpake the pr~ncipal speech at the pioneer ·mail service was the 13, horse from a stable located 
the .dedication pf the - granite ~ther ·person ·who· took part as south ot the Patee House to the · 
mar~er, failed to appear did not 'a principal In the unvelllng. pQst office, which was uptown, : 
dim the enthusiasm of the 2,000 During the ceremony, at which to · pick up the mail. She had : 
persons ,who witnessed the cere- Mayor Charles Pfieffer· presided, witnessed the st~rt of -the ·Pony : 
many. . , Mrs. Willlam B. Norris Sr. pre- Express 53 years before. , 
· The. rider who participate(} in sented the _marker to the city and On the evening preceding .the · 

the unveiling was the late CorgresamJn . w: P. Borland, dedicati9n the chapter! of -the 
Charles Cliff, then 68 years old. Kansas· City, spoke. The unveil- Daughters of· the · American ' 
Mr. Cliff, 'who operate!! '.I!- ·feed ing foll(l'W'ed a parade from Hotel Revolution, Which donated the : 
store at 1413 North 4th street, Robidoux 'in which several com- marker to the city, i,taged a · 
recalled that he rode the 80 to panies of fire~en, a platoon· of banquet at Hotel Robldqux. At 

1

85-m.ile 1>-tretch befwe-en St. police aµd. the drlll team of the that eve_nt, Judge John F'. P_hil!p 
Joseph and Seneca, Kan., Uijlng Moose Lodge participated, • of Kansas City spoke and Mrs. 
seven· horses to cover· the dist- After tbe unveiling 500 school Major and Mr. Cliff were guests. 

··•••· , .. ,_,;;., ...• ~·- .ss ··.,:;::;;:;::t2:_!~~,.·~"·,~·.,, · .. ,.,.. .. ' ._,.. .. . ··•· ...• ::cs::.,.__ __ ,_,__""''' •"', •. ;-.-.-..... . ·-·-~"·····, 1.:., .;., 
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June 5, 1970 

Mr. Kenneth Townley, Dist. Engineer 
Missouri State Highway Deportment 
3602 North Belt 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506 

Dear Mr. Towhley: 

Pursuant to our June 4 donversation relative to the possibi li ty of relocating 
the St. Joseph Hhtorical Marker from its present site suuth of Carr Town on 
Highway A to Patee Park: On June 5 we called on our Parks and Recreation 
Director, Mr. Byron Baker. He stated that he would consider the historical 
marker a fine addition to the already historic quality of the park and would be 
most happy to cooperate. No specific location within the pork was discussed, 
nor much discussion of the long term spot lease that you mentioned. Mr. Baker 
has, however, shown special interest in Patee Park due partly to its exposure 
to the traveling public, and said that he thought any legal aspects of the pro
posed move would present no problem even If on ordinance were required. 
Mr. Baker wlll look forward to hearing from you and discussiog the matter 
with you at your convenience. 

We sincerely hope that this fine historical marker can be oloced In Patee 
Park where I feel sure It will do a much better job of presenting our area's 
history to the public. The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express Stables 
Museum will be ready and willing to asaist in any way possible. 

DLR:js 

Sincerely, 

Don L. Reynolds, .Asst. Director 
St. Joseph ~seum 
Pony Expreu Museum 
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JACK STA~ ETON~ SR., Cha,.rma.n 
St'tberr~ 64489 

ROY E. M~1',s, SR'n Vice C hairman 
P.O. Box 8 } 
Carthage 6 836 , 

A. C. RILEY, Member · 
701 Davis 
New Madrid 63869 

ROGER R. LINSIN, Member 
5841 Hamilton 
St. Louis 63136 

W. R. LOGAN, Member 
Sil.ex 63377 

JOSEPH H. BRUENING, Member 
305 Dwight Building 
Kansas City 64105 

MISSOURI 

STATE IDGHWAY COMMISSION 

Box 287 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502 

June 15, 1970 

.MAINTENANCE AND TRAFFIC: Roadsides 
Historical Marker 
St. Joseph Marker 
Buchanan County 

Mr. Don L. Reynolds, Assistant Director 
St. Joseph Museum 
Pony Express Museum 
Eleventh and Charles Street 
Saint Joseph, Missouri 64501 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

M. J. SNIDER, Chief Engineer 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

R. A. CURRIE, Ass't Chief Eng. 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

L. V. McLAUGHLIN, Ass't to the Chief Eng. 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

ROBERT N. HUNTER, A~s't to the Chief Eng. 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

ROBERT L . HYDER, Chief Counsel 
Jeffer::on City, Mo. 65101 

MRs. IRENE WOLLENBERG, Secretary 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

We are agreeable to your proposal of relocating the Buchanan County 
Historical Marker as per your letter of June 5, 1970. 

In order to clear the move, it will be necessary for the following to 
be forwarded to this office. 

1. Agreement from Buchanan County Historical Society (letter 
will be sufficient). 

2. Agreement from city allowing the placement and maintenance 
of the marker. (A letter from the mayor with a sketch 
showing the location in the park is sufficient). 

We are assuming that Pattee Park is city owned and operated as the marker 
cannot be placed on private property or in an area operated or controlled by 
commercial interests. 

After the above items have been received, we will present the proposal 
to the Highway Commission for their approval. 

Yours very truly, 

x;tf ~&~ 
K. C. TOWNIEY / 
District Engineer 
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Mr. Kenneth Townley 
District Engineer 

July 23, 1970 

State Highway Department 
3602 N. Belt Highway 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506 

Dear Sir, 

This letter is to signify the approval by the 

St. Joseph Historical Society of the plan to move 

the historical marker concerning St. Joseph from 

its prt!sent locatiou .i.t the junction of Highway 169 

and Route A to the proposed location in Patee Parkj 

opposite the Pony Express Stables. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Sandehn 

Recording Secretary 

St. Joseph Historical Society 

ccs Mr. Don Reynolds 
St. Joseph Museum 
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,.·1ayor Williar,. J. Bennett 
City Hall 
St. Joseph, i/iissouri 64501 

Dear l\1iayor Bennett: 

June 24, 197(1 

Enclosed you wi II find photographs of the historical highway ,,,vrker now 
located at the south edge of our city on Highway t just south of • Corr Town.•· 
With the traffic and highway changes in recent years this very fine historical 
marker has been left apart from the mainstream of the traveling public and is 
isolated from most of our tourist visitors for which it was intended. 

We feel that it would do a much better job if it were moved to Patee Park 
where it can better serve to help interpret our area history to the many thousands 
of tourists and students that come to the Pony Express Stables Museum area and 
the park each year. It would be a fine addition to the historic park. 

In exploration I have discussed the possibility of this move with members 
<.>f the local historical society and they agree. ~\.r. Kenneth Townley, District 
Supervisor for this area of the Missouri Highway Department, in a letter of 
June 15, 1970, (copy enclosed) also is agreeable. A letter of approval is needed 
from you to b/ir. Townley after which he can present the plan to the State Highway 
Commis,ion. 

tv\r. Byron B .. ker has also been contacted and it is his opinion also that 
the historical marker would indeed enhance the park area. After looking over 
the park with Mr. Baker it would seem that the most likely spot for placement of 
this sign would be about midway between the south edge of the park and the old 
stone fountain circle in the center. This would locate it midway also between 
9th and 10th Streets where it would be plainly visible to City Route 29 tourist 
and local traffic on both of these streats. 

A rough sketch of the proposed location within the park is enclosed. Mr. 
Baker has the details. 

. . .. 



Mayor Wtlltam J. Bennett 
June 24, 1970 
Page 2 

We feel that to get such a fine historical marker for the park at practically 
no cost would be extremely good fortune. We ask for your assistance and offer 
our services in the matter. 

DLR:js 
Enc. 
cc: Mr. Byron K. Boker 

Sincerely, 

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director 
St. Joseph Museum 
Pony Express Museum 
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M arke,r in New Location 
: . p . ,> - 2 - JI 

This St Joseph marker, erecte€ll · by the · Tony Domino, 1209 South 19th street, with 
State Historical Society and the State Higb, his grandsons, Jeff Domino, center, and Mike. 
way Department, has attracted more atten- Domino. 
tion since it was moved several months ago Motorists seldom slowed their vehicles to 
from a location on Highway 169, just south read the words on the marker when it was 
of the city limits, to its new site in Patee located on the highway. Now many persons 
Park, across the street from the Pony Ex~ read the legend as they also inspect the near-
press Stables, Standing at the far left ii by Pony Express memorial 

Mayor likes Sollars 
idea for billboard 
about Pon,:N~,~f~~ss .. a 

The proposal by City Councilman 
James W. Sollars to erect an informa
tional type billboard on the city-owned 
triangle north of the Pony Express Statue 
at Tenth an Francis street has won the 
approval of the mayor. 

Mayor William J. Bennett said today 
he favored the plan, noting the city 
wanted to keep the small triangular plot a 
green area. The tract is bounded by Jule 
street on the north, Frederick avenue on 
the south and what was a north-south 
alley on the west. 

Under the Sollars plan, the billboard 
would contain information about the sta
tue across the street and also bear a map 
showing the route of the pioneer mail 
service between St. Joseph and 
Sacramento, Cal. The signboard would be 
lighted at night. 

"Many tourists see the statue and fail to 
stop because they do not know what it 
represents," explained Sollars. "lf we 
have a billboard there, they could stop 
and read a brief history of the Pony 
Express and be better infoi;med. The sign 
could also direct the tourists to the Pony 
Express museum in the city ," 

lihca, . . 
~y Wyandotte· cou, .. " 
3r · unsuccessful bid for tne -
ny 

ad Seek Way to 
Spend $50,000 

a 

in Excess Funds\~ 
S~ 4,. ' \h 

.,.;fHEYENNE, Wyo .. (AP) - fhe, _; 
National Pony Express Centenni~l" 01 

' of Association is looking for a smt- n, 
Un- able way to spend $50,000 to $75,- ti 
\fa- 000 in excess funds, Clarence .. A. w 
the Reeder Jr., Bountiful, Utah, the bt 
39• association's executive secretary, tl 

said Saturday: A 
'.ral One project being considered hi 
ith- is the constrm;:tion of perma- St 
,ck, nent markets commemorating the h, 
the west's famous mail route. It ex-
ich tended 1,966 miles between Sac-

1 -day ramento, ~al., and St. Josep?, .i 
·om- Mo. A rerun was conducted m 
the 

mid-July. . .. · . 
to Transcontinental telegraph Imes 0 

put the pony express out of busi- 1 
the ness in 1861, only 18 months after I
to · it was started. 

, Reeder said a committee was 
on named to study possible projects. l 

ny Most of the money came from 
the sale of letters carried by the 
riders on the July re-run. The ~n price for a single letter was $100. 
Other funds came from the sale 
of medals. Nearly 5,000 silver 
medals were sold for $40 each. 

ee- ..l 
'.ht l{ f1 Mn- u:n ... 

Stall photo by PEGGY BAIR 

NEW ADDITION /J//1 /t? .. 2l1-JS' 
Along with a crowd of contributors and. well-wishers, Leah 
Spratt, right, unveils the limestone and steel Pony Express 
monument Thursday at a ceremony dedicating Leah Spratt 
Park next to the Pony Express National Memorial. 

Pony Express 
Markers for 

U. S.G~~~}{f_~~ 
Installation of Pony/fix.tress 

memorial highway markers 
along U. S. 36 highway from 
the Missouri line west to a junc
tion with K-15E highway south 
of Hanover, Kan., was a step 
nearer this week. 

The Kansas highway commis
sion approved the expenditure of 
$1,080 for making the 216 signs 
that will be installed along the 
route. These will be 16 by 16 
inches square and will be re
flectorized so they may be seen 
at night. There will be approxi
mately one sign each mile on 
alternate sides of the road and 
several through the towns. 

They will show a Pony rider 
on his run that will be similar 
to one of the early drawings 
used to advertise the fast mail 
service from St. Joseph west to 
California. 

Hanover is the site of Hollen
berg station, only original Pony 
Express station left standing to
day in its original location. It 
is owned by the state of Kansas 
and contains a small pioneer 
museum. 
, Designation of the route as a 
memorial highway was made 
by the 1964 Kansas legislature 
under a concurrent resolution. 
The signs will be up in time 
for the 1964 tourist traffic this 
summer. 
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