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h,t� t,wo I \1·ig·H in Lhe lsl:LIHI t,1wle, out· ux1ienHoH for (:ixpol't,aLion will be. 
trilling:-

J·ust say (for me) to the young men of old Milton, Don't live & die in 
· sight of yom· Father's house, but take a trip to Oregon! you can per- .
form the journey in two years & I am sure you will never regret spend
ing the time. But, if they should come to settle here, I would advise·
them, to bring a wife along, as ladies are (like the specie) veryBcarce.
And if you have any 11wi(1e-n ladies about dying in despair, just fit up
their teeth well, & send them to Oreg·on.

I shall have an opportunity to write to you again when our ships
leave, which will be in July or August. T. B. WOOD."

[l'rintcll In t.lw New York Hem](\ In 18·J..l-1:i.J 

LIC'l"l'JGIUl 01•' l'Wl'IGH JI. llUltNWl"l'. 

Burnett in his "Recollections of an Old Pioneer," page· 
177, says: "During the winter of 1843-44 I had, while at 
Linnton, written some hundred arnl twenty-Jive foolscap 
pages or nrnnuscript giving a, description of the 
and of tho country ,tlo11g the ronto, as well as of Oregon. 
I had stated tho oxad Ln1tl1 to tho host of Ill.)' knowledge, 
information, arnl belief; awl my communieations were 
published in the New York lierald, and were extensively 
read, espeeia.lly in the western states." 

Tho ff ol'Clld (llaily) of �aturday rnorniug, Dceember28,' 
1844, says editorially: "We reeeivell yesterday, and pub
fo;l1 in our columns this morning, some very interesting 
intelligence from the Oregon Territory, which· is now a 
sul>ject of very important 110gotiatio11 between our govern
ment and that of England, and will probal>ly be a matter 
of great debate in Congress." 

'l'he Herald published five different sections of the Bur
nett material in the form of five letters, four in the daily 
and one in the weekly. In addition to this, the weekly oi 
Decern ber 28, 1844, pn1>lished the same matter found lit 
tho da.ily of the samo daLc. 'l'ho daily ot ,Jn,uuary 6, 1845, 
published the seeoll(l aml fourth sections-two letters in 
the same issue. It is evident that the Herald rearranged 
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tho onkr of Llw Sl'dious ii'1 pri11Li11g. IL 1,ri1itl·d first.
the installmo11t of Voc.01nhor 2S, 1S-lcl-wliat wns proliably 
the closing port.inn of tho 11rnn nseript. Th c sodio11 s arn 
given below in what appears to be their natural orclcr
the order in which they were con�posed. This Burnett 

, matl:lrial was sent to N cw York naturnlly undor 0110 011-
closure. 
. · If Burnett wrote at this time "sorno hnmlrcd a\l(l twenty-
. five pages of foolscap," as he says he did, not more than 
half of his manuscript was printe<l by tlio Herald. For 
that 11u111lllll' of pages ol' foolscap pllblislwd wollld l1a\'O 
filled at least 1iftoen columns ol' tliu llerald, whereas the 
matter printed constituted hanlly se\'en and one fourth 
columns; and I shall point out later that it is a.1 most cer
tain that this Burnett 1na11useript, as a whole, was usnll for 
the Wilkes' account of tlw migration or 184:l, n11d Wilkes 
covers the whole trip, amt 11ot rnoroly a portion of it, as do 
the Herald letters. 
· In his "Hceollcetio11s," page 101, BunwLt says: "I kept

a concise journal of the trip as far as Walla \Valla, arnl
· have it now before 1110." This jom·1rnl no douht fnn1ishCll
the oasis of his nnnaLivc i11 Lilli lir,-l, \'our lct.ll:rs a11d 01·
the twenty-seven pnges in his "lfocolkctiom;" in which he
describes the trip. In fact, the rosem blanee lJotweeu this
part of the ''ltocollcctio11s" allll these lot.tors is so striking
and of such a charact,cr as to suµ;i.;ust that this part of tho
"Recollections" was written up from a first (!raft of tho
letters, which he woul<l naturally have retainecl all(l pre-

. 11erved when sending the letters to tho lforalcl. The his
torical signiii.cauee of this probability is that it makes this
portion of the "ltccollcctious" virtnally a co11tomporary
source for the whole of the inigrntion of 18,l:L

The last dat.o 011 t.he journey givc11 l,y tliu lotkrs is ,Jl1110
27th. Yet it seems almost certain that tho copy sent by
Burnett to the Jiernld conire(l the whole trip. 0110 reason
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