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"I feel very strongly that they 
belong there," library director 
Dorothy Elliott said of the pages. 
"We don't have the facilities to 
properly house them or display 
them. It seemed indecent for 
them to be in the vault where peo
ple couldn't see them." 

Earlier this year, the library 
board voted to donate the pages to 
the museum, and Thursday they 
were formally handed over by 
board President Margie Bucher. 

In reality, museum officials al
"ready have had their hands on 
~JJ'le documents. They have care
J).111.Y deacidified the yellowing pa-

per and sealed each page in plas-
• f,\.c holders. The curators hope to 

have the pages on display soon, 
and will include them some day 

; along with 10 other letters writ
t~n by pony riders about the mail 
run. 

·' Jackie Lewin, curator of the 
pony Express museum, said the 
Cliff letter does not contain any 

· .revelations, but backs up pre
Vious scholarship. 

. Cliff, who apparently witnessed 

.. the first run on April 3, 1860, iden
';t:Uies the first riders as "Jack 
Keetley and John Fry," which 
has been a continuing debate. He 
also says the ride from St. Joseph 
t9 Seneca, Kan., took about eight 
hours, which means the pony 
riders averaged about 10 mph. 

When Cliff joined the Pony Ex
press in May 1861 - more than 
halfway through its 18-month life 

,,:·:, there were no big celebrations 
_ljl,t each run. He picked up the 
mail at "the foot of Jule street" 
a1id crossed the river on the 
fe.rry. 
. · "During their service, none of 
, 'the St. Joe riders met with any 
:~~~en~re worth mentioning," he 
wntes m conclusion. 

;· .. One curious note, however, is 
~;;tttached to the letter by Cliffs 
--daughter, Agnes. In 1943, she 
wrote that her father told her he 

.11\red across the street from the 

.1 

Stall photo by IVAL LAWHON JR. 

Charles Cliff's five!.page memoir about his life with the Pony 
Express has been donated to the Pony Express National Memorial. 

stables, which were located not 
on Penn Street, but downtown. 

Cliff himself writes nothing 
about the location of the stables, 
and museum Director Richard 
Nolf dismisses the discrepancy as 

bad recollection. 
"Stables were parking lots for 

horses," he said. "They were all 
over. The population of the city as 
a whole always knew that (914 
Penn St.) was the Pony Express 
building." 

Letter from rider 
for Pony Express 
delivered to museum 
By PRESTON FILBERT 
News-Press Staff Writer ?" - / 7 - , 3 
. In ~pril _ 1907, apparently at the request of the 

city librarian, Pony Express rider Charles Cliff 
s_at d~wn and wrote a five-page memoir about his 
life with the mail relay. 

For the next 86 years, the pages lay in the libra
ry vault, not forgotten, but only rarely brought to 
light. 

Now they'ye found a new home with the Pony 
Express National Memorial, 914 Penn St., where 
the papers will go on display for everyone to read. 

Please see Letter/Page 7A 
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!Recall Days When Father 

Was Pony Express Rider 
The son and daughter of ~

Pony Express rider visited in St. 
Joseph Saturday . 

They are shown here: Ernest 
R. Jay, 82, Custer, Mont., and 
Mrs. Nora McCraig, 80, Houston, 
Texas, at the Pony Express 
Stables. Their father, Davie! 
R. Jay, was said to have been 
one of the youngest riders of the 
Pony Express. He was born at 
Lancaster, Mo., in 1847 and 
joined the Pony Express at 
Marysville, Kan., in 1860. His 
runs were from Seneca, Kan., to 
the Big Sandy an1 occasional 
rides to Julesburg, Colo. Mr • 
Jay joined the Kansas 11th cal
vary in 1864. 

After completing his army serv
ice, he made his home at Atchi
son, Kan. He was a stone mason 
by trade and also served on the 
police force there. He died at 
Atchison in 1930. A picture of 
Mr. Jay and an account of his 
Pony Express feats appear in a 
book, "Saddles and Spurs," writ
ten by Raymond W. Settle and 
Mary Lund Settle. 

The son and daughter came to 
St. .T oseph to search for a pie• 
ture of the father to be placed 
in the Pony Express stables 
here. The picture apparently was 
lost en route to the St. Joseph 
Muse.um for it was not received .. ! The. two are. v. is.iting nieces, 
They plan to send another one Mrs. Edna Heaid and Mrs. Har-
and_ it will be displayed at the old Willis, at Atchison and plan 
stables. _._ t!!J return ta the_ir home1: this 

) 

I 
week. Mr. Jay worked at the : 
Metropole Hotel in St. Joseph be- 1 
fore moving to Custer, Mont. He j' 
was a bell captain. 
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Weather Forecast 
Cloudy today; 
sunny Thursday. 

(Complete Forecast on Page 2A) ST. JOSEPH NEWS-PRESS 
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S~n of Pony Express Rider Talks of Dad 
By PAM KINGSLEY 

WANTED: Young, skinny, wiry fellows not 
over 18. Must be expert riders, willing to risk 
death daily. Orphans preferred. Wages 25 
dollars per week. 

The above advertisment for Pony Express 
riders appeared in newspapers in 1860. It was 
answered by Elijah (Nick) Wilson. His son, 
Charles A. Wilson, visited historical sites of the 
Pony Express here in St. Joseph yesterday. 
The son lives at Fort Washkie, Wyo. 

The 73-year-old-man told how his father rode 
with the original group of young men: 

"He was just six days shy of his 18th birthday 
when he carried the mail through Indian 
territory in Nevada. The trail stretched from 
St. Joseph to Sacramento, Cal., and back 
again. 

"On his 18th birthday, he started a ride of 72 

hours, stopping only to change horses. Other 
riders were not at their stations, so he just kept 
riding on until he found a rider." 

Wilson described how his father had started 
by training horses for the Pony Express before 
the mail route was opened. Nick became a 
rider and rode until three weeks before it was 
discontinued in October of 1861. 

'-'Nick would have ridden until the end," 
Wilson continued, "but he was shot in the head 
with an arrow by Indians. After he recuperat
ed, he drove stagecoaches for a while." 

Wilson also related how his father escaped 
after being captured by Indians: 

"The Indians didn't like the riders going 
through their territory. They captured Nick, 
but he managed to talk them into letting him go 
by promising not to ride in that territory again. 
You see, he had lived with the Shoshone In-

dians for two years as a boy and he knew a 
couple of the men who captured him." 

After they released Nick, he kept his promise 
by asking for a transfer to a different part of 
the trail. 
· The exciting life led by Nick Wilson did not 

end with the Pony Express. He later led 
settlers to Jackson Hole valley in Nevada. He 
also authored a book entitled, "Uncle Nick 
Among the Shoshone." The title was later 
revised to White Indian Boy and finally to 
Among the Shoshone. 

As the book concentrates on the early part of 
Nick's life, Charles Wilson is writing a sequel 
encompassing the later years of his father's 
life. 

Wilson and his wife are the guests Of rela
tives in Turney, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Dorsey 
Elliott. Charles A. Wilson son of Nick Wilson 

one of the original riders for the Pony 
Express, studies artifacts at the St. 

book about his father's experiences as a 
rider and later as a guide for settlers in 
Nevada. 

Joseph Museum. Wilson Pc.::la=:n:.:::s_t_o_w_r~it.:..:e_a _____ -c:-__ _ 
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. Kin of Pony Express Rider 
Is Pilot for Sun Aviation 

Charl~s Cliff, a pilot for 
Sun Aviation Co K C"t . •, ansas 

_1 _Y, is . towing an adver-
ttsmg s1gn over the St 
Joseph area today and 
tomorrow from a vintage bi• 
plane. !ifore than 100 years 
ago, his great-grandfather 
also n~med Charles Cliff: 
!ad quite a . different as-

gnn_ient. He was one of 
the first Pony Express rid
fts out of St. Joseph on 

e famed mail route to 
Sacramento. The rider w 
only 17 years old at tt! 

time. 
The grandfather of tht 

present Charles Cliff had 
the name of Warren" and 
~as a St. Josepli city 
fireman.- The pilot's fath 
H~rold Cliff, turned et~ 
railroading. He left St 
Joseph during World Warr: 

The plane will be flying / 
~ver St. Joseph four or I 
five hours . today and three l 
hours tomorrow. The 200-
foot cloth banner announces 
that Home Oil Co h 
joined Texaco. · as 

It was Alex 
&if~? Lf ~ I l -~ C,3 

Carlyle - not Fry 
TAKE IT ON THE WORD of J. 

H. Keetley, one of the Pony Ex
press riders, the first rider out of 
St. Joseph on April 3, 1860, when 
the Missouri to California mail 
service started, was not Johnny 
Fry. According to Keetley, who 
later headed an extensive mining 
concern at Salt Lake City, Utah, 
the first rider out of St. Joseph 
was Alex Carlyle. 

The story of Keetley and that 
first ride was relayed by William 
Lightfoot Visscher, early-day St. 
Joseph newspaperman, in his 
book, "The Pony Express." Vis
scher recalled that the late Hus
ton Wyeth, St. Joseph manufac
turer and wholesaler, was curi
ous about the identity of the first 
man to carry the mail on the in
itial run. So curious that he wrote 
Keetley in 1907 for information. 

IN ANSWERING Wyeth's in
quiry, Keetley wrote in part on 
Aug. 21, 1907: 

" Alex Carlyle was the first 
man to ride the Pony Express out 
of St. Joe. He was a nephew of the 
superintendent of the stage line 

• TIMELY 
OBSERVATIONS 
By FREDERICK SLATER 

to Denver, called the 'Pike's Peak 
Express.' The superintendent's 
name was Ben Fickland. 

" Carlyle was a consumptive, 
and could not stand the hard
ships, and retired after about two 
month's trail, and died within six 
months after retiring. 

"John Fry was the second 
rider, and I was the third and Gus 
Cliff was the fourth. I made the 
longest ride, stopping only to 

change horses. It was said to be 
300 miles and was done a few min
utes inside of 24 hours. The ride 
was made from Big Sandy to St, 
Joe. and returning with the west
bound mail to Seneca without a 
stop, not taking time to rest, but 
eating my lunch as I rode." 

KEETLEY TOLD WYETH 
that Carlyle rode a "nice brown 
mare" on the first trip and that 
the first ride was to Guittard's, 
125 miles from St. Joseph and he 
made that ride once a week until 
the service · was made twice a 
week. Keetley also said the ex
press office was in a one-story 
brick building on the east side of 
Third Street, between Felix and 
Edmond Streets, but was later 
moved to the Patee House. 

The information about that 
disputed first rider came from 
Jim McCord, St. Joseph Realtor, a 
history buff and member of a 
long-prominent St. Joseph family, 
who has a copy of the Visscher 
book. 

\ 
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Grave of Pony Express Rider 
The only known resident of j to Salome Louella Smith. Their 

Worth County, who at one time, only child was the late Mrs. R. 
was a Pony Express rider is I; B. Priµgle of Worth. After his 

the late Robert C. Strickl.in of marriag·e Mr. Sm it!! quit riding. 
Worth, Mo. He is buried at the On April 3, 1960, St. Joseph wm 
Grant City Cemetery and his observe the Pony Express Cen
grave is marked by the above tennial and riders will start on 
marker. Mr. Stricklin rod,i the a re-run of the Pony Express 
route from St. Joseph to Lara- route from St. Joseph to Sacra
mie, Wyo., and to California. He mento, Caiif. - Times-Tribune ' 
was married January 13, 1866, Photo. 
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NAMES OF POSSIBLE PONY EXPRESS RIDER/i l'TOT LISTED ON 
OUR ROSTER AS O.F DECEMBER 1981 

JOHN MUPSEY of Pa. Listed as a pony express rider at Cottonwood 
Station at H,t\nover, Kansas. See page 11 of M9rysville, Kan post
office records as exhibited in Cottonwood Station. 

WILLIAM M!NOR RICHARDS Born at Coshocton, Ohio in 1838. Brother
in-law of Jack Keatley, another rider. Rode out of Cottonwood ipgs. 
(Nebr.) 9/1/1923 letter from Richards to Pony Exir ess Celebration 
Committee in San Francisco, C~lif. documents himself as a rider. Also 
other riders,not previously listed, as follows. 

BUCK COLE Rode out of Cottonwood Sptings (Ifebr.) Wm. Minor 
Richards states that he took Cole's pla«e and rode for him 
when Cole took sick. 

ALEX DI:::'FENBACB:ER 11Little Alex" "Little Dutchman11 He rode 
westward out of Alkali Lake Station. (Nebr. ) 

GUS LASHOffU.: 

SAM FITCKEY 

BILL CORBETT 
J. DODGE 

JOHN B . WADE His daughter still lives as of thie date. He rode 
between Fort Laramie and S~lt Lake City, Utah. Made first and 
last rides for the company. See correspondence between Don. R. 
and Wade's dau~hter of Green River, Wyo. Wade rode from Fort 
Eridger westward to 8alt Lake City. :Born 1842, died 1919. 
ikip Cilley of T.V. Channel 2, St. Louis, Mo. learned of this 
rider while along trail making a pony express film. He said 
that Wade's grave in the Fort Eridger Cemetery is marked as a 
Pony Exp:-ess rider's burial plaee. 

~ILLY TATE An orphan. Is supposed to be buried in the old 
cemettery above Egan Station. (Nev.) Rode near Ruby Valley. 
Was killed by Indians but accounted for seven of them before 
he was killed. Not on our list b~t is written up in the 
Natimal Geographic article of July 1980. 
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UILLIAM }1. TALCOTT 

It took something spectacular to draw people to central Nevada, and that 
something occurred early in May, 1862, when William M. Talcott, a former pony 
express rider who was operating Jacobs Station on the overland mail route, 
discovered silver while gathering firewood in Pony Canyon near the Reese 
River. Saraples of the quartz vein taken to Virginia City for assay reveal
ed that his strike was. rich, word of the discovery spread rapidly, and the 
rush to central Nevada was on. 

The Reese River Hining District, organiz.ed by Talcott, the two Jacobs 
brothers ( one of whom was agent for the Ov0rland :rail Company) and two other 
men named O'Neil and Vanderbosch, was quickly surrounded by other districts 
to the north, east, and south of Pony Canyon. Austin became the metropolis for 
the outlying to-wns. • • • • • ( From THE DIA..ItY OF JORN GREEN BERRY, JR. 1864 as 
published in l:{evada ::istorical Society Quarterly Vol. XXIV, Spring 1981) ( By 
Charles R. Berry) 

••••••••• 
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