Exhibit articies arrive
for revamped museum

By ALLEN SEIFERT
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News-Press Staff Wnter ? 3 3

For a few hours, there was a
race, like a Pony Express rider
galloping against time to carry the
mail to Sacramento, Calif.

On Monday, members of the
staff of the Pony Express National
Memorial, aided by personnel
from the St. Joseph Museum, hur-
ried to stay ahead of the movers.

The vans were bringing exhibit
articles from Minnesota to revamp
the Pony Exuress Museum.

Work began on the project in De-
cember and. isn’t finished. The
muddy, wet spring hasn’t made
the task any easier.

“We weren’t sure we’d get all of
the mud cleared away in time,”
said Sandy Taylor, the museum’s
curator of special projects. “But
we were able to get the inside
swept up.”

The arrival of exhibit articles
brought out museum board presi-
dent Richard DeShon, board mem-

ber William Carpenter, and a cov-

ey of curious onlookers eager to

get a first look at museum fixtures.

With St. Joseph Museum Cur-
ator Rich Nolf and Neal Deaton of
Deaton Museum Services doing
the directing, two moving vans
were unloaded in light rain, a bit-
ing wind and temperatures in the
low 30s.

Deaton, from Minneapolis, came
with the diorama he designed to
make sure it fit.

The diorama is an artist’s con-
ception of the Pony Express Trail
— adjusted throughout its length
for geographical nuances — from
the sunny blue skies and trees of
the Midwest to the desert and
mountains of the West.

Deaton is a national authority
on historical art. His recreations of
wildlife and nature through paint-
ing, sculpture and model-making
have gained national recognition.

The 70-foot diorama will encircle
one area of the museum. Special

$taff photo by TIMOTHY J. JOMES

Please see Museum/Page 3A David Mead carried in part of a Pony Express exhibit that arrived Monday.
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Museum board buys
building at Ninth-Penn
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By ANDREW GOTLIEB

News-Press/Gazette Staff Writer

The St. Joseph Museum Board
announced Friday that it has
purchased a vacant bowling alley
next to the Pony Express Mu-
seum and also plans to double
that museum’s size.

Dick DeShon, exploratory ex-
pansion commlttee chairman,
said that the board purchased
Wednesday the old Pony Express
Lanes, Ninth and Penn streets,
for $129,000 from an out-of-state
owner. Included with the 17,000
square-foot building are parking
lots on the southwest and north-
west corners of Ninth and Penn.

DeShon said the board —
which oversees both the St.
Joseph Museum and the Pony
Express Museum — is developing
a plan for a fund drive to pay for
that purchase and further im-
provements.

“The museum doesn’t have
that money,” he said.

The fund drive will be designed
not only to cover the building’s
acquisition costs, but to expand
the present Pony Express Mu-
seum and pay additional oper-
ating expenses. The board hopes
to attract corporate sponsorship
in addition to seeking individual
donations.

DeShon said a goal for the fund
drive project had not been es-
timated nor was it known how
much the overall project might
cost.

The board is borrowing money
from United Missouri Bank to
pay for the purchase.

DeShon noted that the present
museum building at 914 Penn St.
is only about half of its original
size. Part of the structure col-
lapsed in 1946 and was replaced
with a temporary wall. That wall
still remains, but will be removed
so the museum can expand. It
will be built on land the board
owned prior to the purchase.

The committee chairman listed
several possible uses for the old
bowling alley, including partial
demolition to increase the
amount of “‘green space” that will
be lost by the southward expan-
sion of the present museum.

Another possibility is to use
the building for storage. DeShon
estimated that only 10 to 15 per-
cent of the board’s collection can
be displayed at once and that ex-
tra material takes up valuable
display space.

Living exhibits, such as leather
working, a blacksmithing exhibit
or live animals may be consid-
ered as well. DeShon said the
board will work in cooperation
with the city and the parks de-
partment.

“But) we’ll be exploring all al-
ternatives,” he said, indicating
that more definite plans will be
announced in the coming months.

DeShon said the museum
board will also continue to exam-
ine the feasibility of expanding
the St. Joseph Museum at 11th
and Charles streets.

Museum

i Continued from page 1A

effects will add to the reality of
mountain cold and desert heat. -

“We believe this is just the be-
ginning of the beginning for St.
Joseph,” DeShon said. “We're ex-
pecting our tourism to double af-
ter’this museum opens in April.” -

It will be one of the newest and
best and most realistic museums
in the nation, blending sights and
senses to make a trip down the
pony trail a genuine experience,
Nolf said.

The first:exhibit seen upon en-
tering the museum will be a life-
sized sculpture of Johnny Fry
mounted on his horse, Sylph.
They were the first to leave the
Pony Express stables April 3, 1860
on that historic ride.
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Pony Express

stables to close

Sunday is the last day you
can fix the image of the old
Pony Express Museum in your
mind, because Monday, the
stables will be shut down for
three months and will be total- ‘
ly revamped in a $1.7 million ;
expansion. ¢

Originally, operators had .
hoped to leave the museum '
open during the work that will
more than double the muse- -
um’s size, but spokeswoman ‘ l
Kathy Reno said those plans i
had to be changed.

“We had a reality injection,”
she said. “Our construction
people said we can’t construct
anything with people in the
building, unless we put-hard
hats on the tourists.”

The expanded museum will
reopen on April 3, 1993, the
103rd anniversary of the first
pony run.
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Thanks to a generous gift from the
Commerce Bank of St. Joseph and the
William T. Kemper Foundation, the drive
to raise $1.7 million for the Pony Express

Station and Museum is off to a galloping

start. The $100,000 contribution boosts the
. . total received thus far to $275,000.

Funds raised will be used by the non-
. profit Pony Express Inc. — A National
~ Memorial group to help pay for restora-
‘tion of the Pony Express Stables, Ninth
and Penn Streets, and expansion and im-
provements at the museum complex. The
Kemper gift was the first major gift re-
ceived in the fund drive.
In discussing the gift, James M. Kem-

Kemper advances memorial

per Jr., a director of the bank, noted that
the Pony Express is among the top 10
things remembered about the American
West. Kemper said marketing studies sug-
gest that after the first phase, slated to
open to the public on April 3, 1993, the
Pony Express National Memorial will at-
tract more than 100,000 visitors, gener-
ating annual expenditures of $3 million
and creating 70 new jobs.

St. Joseph residents deeply appreciate
the gift from the Kemper interests — the
family has St. Joseph ties — and hope the
generosity will spur additional contribu-
tions toward restoring the stables to their
original size as well as finance 21 state-of-
the-art exhibits.

*wlUpace,

Pony Express project
requests state aid

Promoters of the Pon -
press National MonumcgrnltgX
project h::_we been invited to
make their appeal to the state
government.

San_dy Taylor, campaign
coordinator, said Thursday
that representatives from the

group will make their cage for
state assistance during the
annual Governor’s Conference
in thq Oz_arks on Nov. 17. They
were invited to participate in
the conference by the Depart-
ment of Tourism, Taylor said.

Last week, Dick DeShon and
other representatives of the
campaign visited state officeg
in Jqfferson City. They were
looking ot only for state
funds,_b_qt for assistance in
publicizing the museum and
ths pla_ns to double its size.

1 t.hmk. the support from the

state is going to be wonderful,”

Taylor said.
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Muggﬁrﬁ”boaﬁrd buys

building at Ninth-Penn
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By ANDREW GOTLIEB
News-Press/Gazette Staff Writer

The St. Joseph Museum Board
announced Friday that it has
purchased a vacant bowling alley
next to the Pony Express Mu-
seum and also plans to double
that museum’s size.

Dick DeShon, exploratory ex-
pansion committee chairman,
said that the board purchased
Wednesday the old Pony Express
Lanes, Ninth and Penn streets,

for $129,000 from an out-of-state"

owner. Included with the 17,000
square-foot building are parking
lots on the southwest and north-
west corners of Ninth and Penn.

DeShon said the board
which oversees both the St.
Joseph Museum and the Pony
Express Museum — is developing
a plan for a fund drive to pay for
that purchase and further im-
provements.

“The museum doesn’t have
that money,” he said.

The fund drive will be designed
not only to cover the building’s
acquisition costs, but to expand
the present Pony Express Mu-
seum and pay additional oper-
ating expenses. The board hopes
to attract corporate sponsorship
in addition to seeking individual
donations.

DeShon said a goal for the fund
drive project had not been es-
timated nor was it known how
much the overall project might
cost.
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The board is borrowing money
from United Missouri Bank to
pay for the purchase.

DeShon noted that the present
museum building at 914 Penn St.
is only about half of its original
size. Part of the structure col-
lapsed in 1946 and was replaced
with a temporary wall. That wall
still remains, but will be removed
so the museum can expand. It
will be built on land the board
owned prior to the purchase.

The committee chairman listed
several possible uses for the old
bowling alley, including partial
demolition to increase the
amount of “green space” that will
be lost by the southward expan-
sion of the present museum.

Another possibility is to use
the building for storage. DeShon
estimated that only 10 to 15 per-
cent of the board’s collection can
be displayed at once and that ex-
tra material takes up valuable
display space.

Living exhibits, such as leather
working, a blacksmithing exhibit
or live animals may be consid-
ered as well. DeShon said the
board will work in cooperation
with the city and the parks de-
partment.

“(But) we’ll be exploring all al-
ternatives,” he said, indicating
that more definite plans will be
announced in the coming months.

DeShon said the museum
board will also continue to exam-
ine the feasibility of expanding
the St. Joseph Museum at 11th
and Charles streets.
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Museum
ground
broken

Pony Express
AgdiR Begine

s el nser 7230297

During its brief 18-month gal-
lop, the Pony Express served as a
link to the isolated state of Cali-
fornia. Now, the Pony Express
Museum serves as a link to the
past.

Those were the sentiments
echoed by many at the ground-
breaking Tuesday evening for a
new addition to the current muse-
um at 914 Penn St. The first phase
of the addition will restore the
historic stables to their original
size, while the second phase will
include a new wing for exhibits
and collections, a research center
and a restaurant. :

At the groundbreaking, Mayor
Glenda Kelly said that 132 years
ago, a group of business and com-
munity leaders and citizens
opened a gateway to the rest of
the country.

“They left bold and indelible
footsteps,” Kelly said of the Pony
Express pioneers. “We're step-
ping into those same footsteps
today.”

Dick DeShon, president of Pony
Express, Inc., said that the
groundbreaking and the addition
would restore a lost portion of
history to St. Joseph.

“Few events in St. Joseph in re-
cent years have excited the com-
munity like this,” DeShon told

Please see Museum/Page 6B

After the groundlireaking ceremony for the Pony Express Muse-

Staff photo by ERIC KEITH

um, director Rich Nolf patches the holes dug by dignitaries.

vs-Press

Museum

Continued from page 1B

the crowd a few minutes be-
fore the shovels decorated
with red bandanas broke
the earth. “We hope this
will mean that no one for-
gets the lives the Pony Ex-
press has touched in its
both brief and long his-
tory.”

DeShon said that many
cities along the Pony Ex-
press trail claim part of its
heritage, but that leaders in
those communites looked
toward St. Joseph to set the
path for its restoration and
revitalization.

David Oliver, a Pony Ex-
press executive committee
member, read greetings
from people who could not
attend the groundbreaking.
One of the well wishers was
William Fisher, the great-
grandson of Pony Express
rider Billy Fisher.

Those involved with the
groundbreaking made sure
that everyone had a chance
to take part in the event. Af-
ter five groups of board
members, trustees and
politicians took their turn
with the shovels, everyone
else was invited to dig a lit-
tle piece of the ground.

“Many years from now
children here can say that
they took part in this day,”
said DeShon.

More than $1 million has
been raised for the addition.
The fund-raising goal is $1.7
million.
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Grant given by City Council ~ Express

continued from page 1
Neighborhood. Pony Express Inc, will
be required to provide documents
showing the room is used mainly to
benefit low and moderate income
persons for five years after the proj-
ect is completed.

The Council also voted to lease
land from the Missouri Pacific Rail-
road for City Yards storage. The rent
is $700 a year or the fair market value
of rent on the site. Any increase must
be subject to 30 days written notice
and cannot occur more than once
every 12-month period. The site will
be just storage. No improvements are
planned by the City. The City will
build and pay for a fence at the site,

The Council decided on several
zoning issues. It denied a request to
approve a zoning change from R-4
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Grant
given by
Council

524%7/3 /gL /0-99 - 99

Apartment Residential to C-3 Com-
mercial for Charles and Mary Larson
at 5102 Faraon to develop a compat-
ible commercial use to those along
Faraon Street.

City staff was concerned that the
Larsons and their potential buyer had
not said what the specific use would
be for the site. The Planning and
Zoning Commission voted 3-3 against
the zoning. Opposition came from 8
percent of the neighboring property
owners.

Councilwoman Linda Wrightsaid
she opposed the change because it is
being done for speculation. The
Council defeated the change 8-0.

The Council approved a zoning
change for an area at 3543 Easton
Road from R-1A Single Family
Residential to C-3 Commercial re-

—gre—

quested by Ron J. Rosenauer as con-
servator of the estate of Loren Crane.
The rezoning will mean the area can
be sold to a commercial developer.
Rosenauer spoke on his behalf,

The city staff is concerned that it
has no idea what will located on the
tract. Most of the property in the area
is zoned single family with a single-
family home west of the requested
site. The Planning Commission rec-
ommended approval of the request.
No opposition was filed by neighbor-
1ng property owners.

The vote was 7-1 with Wright
voting against the change.

The Council approved a special
use permit for Harvey McGaugh for
anon-profit fraternal organization to
be located at 224 E. Highland Ave-

See PONY EXPRESS page 14
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by Duane Thies
Telegraph Staff Writer

The St. Joseph City Council voted

to grant $75,000 in Community De-
velopment Block Grant funds for a
part of the construction costs to build

aCommunity Room, which is partof

Phase I of the Pony Express Museum
restoration ang cxpansion Monday
night,

The Community Room will be
used for civic purposes in the low to
moderate income Pony Express

See GRANT page 4
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(Continued from I:age 1)

porated with the models, vintage
equipment, photos and documents
that had been fascinating visitors
for 30 years.

The “new” memorial, with more
than 4,000 square feet (double the
former amount)incorporates an 80-
foot three-dimentional diorama of
the trail from St. Joseph to Sacra-
mento, complete with simulated
changes in weather as well as day
and night. There’s a map of the
route dotted with light-up way sta-
tion locations.

Near the entrance a life-sized
Johnny Fry sits astride his horse
Sylphinascenetitled “AMomentin
Time”. Lifelike models of other
horses stand in a series of stalls
faithful to the originals.

In back is a “please-touch-me”
covered wagon with typical pro-
visions carried by westward-bound
pioneers.(Most of the supplies would
have ben purchased form local out-
fitters who made St. Joseph a thriv-
ing city beginning in the 1840s.)
The wagon is one of several hands-
on features int he revamped
museum.

Costumed interpreters will be
stationed throughout the new facil-
ity to answer questions. An orienta-
tion video provides an in-depth
historical background.

A newly constructed community
room is connected to the stables by
a hallway to be used as a gallery for
changing art exhibits related to the
Pony Express and St. Joseph.

“When you figure all the ingenu-
ity that went into organizing the
Pony Express, it was a phenomenal
enterprise,” says Richard DeShon,
president of the Pony Express Na-
tional Memorial and son-in-law of
M. Karl Goetz, the brewer who res-
cued the stables form oblivion in
1950.

The new museum completes
Phase I in a project that will
eventually add a compatible living
history facility just to the west of
the current structures.

Among some dozen museums in
the city, are four in the Pony Ex-
press neighborhood — the St. Jo-
seph Museum, which currently
operates the Pony Express facility;
the Patee House, an historic hotel
filled with various St. Joseph
memorabilia; the Jesse James
House, where the notorious outlaw
was murdered, and the Doll
Museum.
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Paul H. Benefiel

Paul H. Benefiel, age 88, of St. Jo-
seph, died Friday, March 26, 1993, at a
St. Joseph hospital.

He was born at Logansport, Indiana,
and had lived in St. Joseph for thirty
years.

Mr. Benefiel was a musician and a
psychiatric aid.

He was of the Roman Catholic faith.

Mr. Benefiel was a 30-year member
of the Moose Lodge in Richmond, Indi-
ana.
He was preceded in death by his wife,
Erma, in 1966; a brother, Ralph; and
three half brothers; a sister, Frances

Waters; and a half sister, Marie Cooley.

Mr. Benefiel is survived by a sister,
LaVeta Neeley, of Indiana.

Funeral services were held at 10 a.m.
Monday, March 29, at Rupp Chapel. The
Reverend William Caldwell officiated.
Interment was at Ashland Cemetery in St.
Joseph. Members of the Moose Lodge
served as pallbearers: Govemor John
Hatton, Jr. Governor Milton King, Pat
Governor James Knapp and Trustee
Kenneth Ouckett.

Services were under the direction of
Rupp Funeral Home of St. Joseph.

Jane Elizabeth Sowards

Jane Elizabeth Sowards, age 49, of
St. Joseph, died Tuesday, March 23, 1993,
at a local health care center.

She was born in St. Joseph and lived
her life there.

Mrs. Sowards was preceded in death
by her parents, Fred and Jessie Speer.

Survivors include a son, Carl
D'Callaghan, of Savannah, Missouri; four

laughters, Ruth Ann Thomton, of He-

Bellflower, California.

Lloyd.

Bellflower, California.

Paul E. Colboch

g @ / Paul E. Colboch, age 68, of Bellflower, California, for- \
: // merly of St. Joseph, died Wednesday, February 24, 1993, at |

He was born in St. Joseph, and moved to California in

1945, ¥
M. Colboch was the owner of Paul Spuds Restaurant “
Supplies. ®

He was amember of the Baptist Church of Bellflower. He"
was also a member of the Rotary Club of Bellflower.

Mr. Colboch was preceded in death by his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Hubert Colboch, and by two brothers, Hubert and

Survivors include one son, Mike of Hood River, Oregon;
four daughters, Susan Montana, Jodie Hust and Linda Ferrell,
all of Lakewood, California, and Cindy Burkes of Victoria, e
Texas; and three brothers, Harold of St. Joseph, Robert of | %
Shawnee, Kansas, and Joe of Topeka, Kansas.

Memorial services were held at White’s Funeral Home in

lena, Missouri, and Barbara Archer, Diane
Sowards and Carla Gonzales, all of St.
Joseph; asister, Mary Ann O’Callaghan,
of Savannah; twelve grandchildren.

Inurnment was held at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, March 27, at the Savannah, Mis-
souri, Cemetery. The Reverend William
Bridgewater officiated.

Services were under the direction of
Rupp Funeral Home of St. Joseph.
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Carriage Square ... Quality
Healthcare and Retirement Living

At Carriage Square our residents are special. We do every-
thing possible to enhance the quality of our residents’ lives
and make them feel at home in clean, safe, and attractive sur-

Our outstanding staff is on hand to provide quality care in a
stable, family-oriented atmosphere.
o MEDICARE BEDS

Mixed reactions are natural in a society as diverse as ours, so it comes as
no surprise that about as many people oppose the idea of riverfront gambling
as there are people who want it. Of course, there is always that group that
doesn’t give a good...., but they tend not to vote, so they’re really not in the
picture. It’s the other two outfits who strike sparks.

Personally, I will do no gambling on the riverfront or anywhere else. This
does not make me morally admirable, for I am merely a tightwad who won’t
take a chance with a quarter. Like the skinny kid who can’t stand the taste of
chocolate eclairs, I am not even tempted, so I have no room to talk. My wife,
on the other hand, is likely to find her feet stuck to the floor with superglue
if I cach her looking longingly westward with dice in her eyes. (The tragedy
;soga; she would probably win if I had the nerve 10 let her play. She usually

But, like it or not, the casino is coming. The clear lesson from history is that
we might as well cash in on it; prohibition did not and will not work in any
form. We can’t legislate morals, and every time we try, the results are worse
than if we had left people in control of their own lives in the first place. We
can legislate fair business practices and truth in advertising, and with proper

oversight, that is enough to curb any seriously evil effects on the otherwise
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Bob Betts Auto Repair

- 238-3625
1412 Mason Rd. ¢ St. Joseph, Mo. 64504

Sack 'n’ Save

THE DEAL STORE

Monday thrl Saturday 800am to 900 p m
4913 LAKE AVE. 238-4753 ST. JOSEPH, MO 64504

THE HERITAGE BANK

6304 King Hill Avenue (816) 238-4595
1701 South Belt Highway (816) 364-5678 « Belt and Faraon {816) 364-5678
MEMBER F.D.I.C.

Stebengon Family Pharmacy
Have a Happy Easter!

OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 8:30t0 6:00 p.m.  Saturday 8:30 to 4:00 p.m.
201 KING HILL AVE. 238-2424 ST. JOSEPH, MO 64504

Runp TFunoral Home

N

Pony Express Memorial

to change its name
NP 6~/8-F7

The Pony Express National
Memorial, 914 Penn St., is chang-
ing its name to the Pony Express
Museum, according to the Pony
Express Inc. Board of Trustees.
The board felt the name change
could better identify the muse-
um, since it had been confused
with the Pony Express Statue.

he name change will take

place gradually. As the brochures

- “Wwith the forther name a“r“éiﬁéee‘i,

new ones will be ordered with
the new name. .

Summer hours of operation
are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays
through Saturdays and 1 to 6 p.m.
Sundays from June through Sep-
tember. Admission is $3 for
adults, $2.50 for seniors, $2 for
ages children ages 7 to 18, and
those 6 and younger are free.

For more information, call 279-
5059 or (800) 530-5930.

Third & Twenty-Nine
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