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ON THE TRAIL OF THE PONY EXPRESS

BY

ROY E. COY, DIRECTOR
ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM AND PONY EXPRESS MUSEUM
ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI, U. S. A.

April 3, 1860 was the date of the first running of the Pony Express. Because of the national interest in this great
historical event, Mr. Roy E. Coy has made a new 16mm all color documentary movie along the Pony Trail today, travel-
ing across eight states with his camera.

Mr. Coy and his assistant, Mr, Don L. Reynolds followed the Pony Express Trail, as nearly as possible, from St.
Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, California, putting on color film what one can see along the Trail today. These two
modern day Pony Riders rode automobiles, jeep and truck, and even walked some of the distance, to obtain for posterity
a beautiful film of what they saw on the Pony Trail.

They met an interesting Centennial Covered Wagon Train from Oregon. They found many old Pony Station ruins
and photographed some heretofore unknown Pony Stations. They even felt the ghosts of the early pioneers as they trav-
eled the Trail. Even though it was rain in Wyoming, and dust the rest of the way with hot sun and burning desert, life
along the trail today is just as interesting as it was one hundred years ago.

Here for the first time in beautifu] color film you can see what the Pony Riders saw and some of the changes that
have taken place in the years gone by. It is a picture not only with history in its frames, but also beautiful scenery
and many excellent wildlife shots. The snakes and lizards of the desert, the badger digging his home in Wyoming, and
the red fox and raccoon of Nebraska are only a few. Its fast-moving action also includes a series of carp fishing with a
bow and arrow in Nebraska.

This jam-packed film of beauty and action is one hour and ten minutes long and is a superb travelogue filmed
along one of the greatest of all American Trails — the Pony Express.

Mr. Coy is a veteran lecturer and photographer. He is a naturalist and serious student of history. He has lectured
at the American Museum of Natural History, New York, Chicago Museum of Natural History, Chicago, Ill.,, Academy of
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Nova Scotia Bird Society, Nova Scotia, Canada, and before hundreds of
other groups.

For complete information, write the St. Joseph Museum. St. Joseph, Missouri, U, 8. A. or call AD 2-4238.



ST.JosSEPH, MISSOURI

August 27, 1973

SPECIAL PERMIT:

Permission is hereby granted to the Pony Express Stables to block

Penn Street from 9th to 10th Streets on Sunday, September 9, 1973.
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Q;é313/iéif;zzikaf;gg£%4: %N
F. L. Endebrock
Director

VA :mv

In consideration for the above permit, the permittee agrees to
indemnify and save harmless the City of St. Joseph, Missouri,
from and against all claims, suits, damages, costs, losses or
expenses in any manner so resulting from, arising out of, or
connected with this permit.

Pony Express Museum

cc: Communications Center



SOUTH TO SWAMP AND THICKET

A [ittle over three years ago the filming began on this picture.lsing vacation
time Richard A. Nolf, St. Joseph Museum Director; Don Reynolds, Assistant
Director and Photographer; and Floyd Lawhon, local ornithologist spent considerable
time in Texas filming "South to Swamp and Thicket." Mr. Nolf will present the
film to members of the Audubon Society Tuesday at 8 P.M. at Central High School.

The film is sponsored by the St. Joseph Museum and the public is inyited free
even though they may not be members of the Audubon Society. The first half of
the pictorial narrative deals with the Big Thicket of eastern Texas.

The Big Thicket is a 50 by 70 mile rectangle encompassing three and a half
miilion acres northeast of Houston. It is called the "Biological Crossroads of
North America" as it is the meeting and mixing place for the flora and fauna of
north, south, east, and west United States.

The clay and sandstone basin was laid down 25 million years ago and ten million
years later porous and moisture retaining sand, clay and gravel were deposited.
This, plus an annual rainfall of 60 inches or more rain produces a subtropical area.

The last half takes the viewers to the lower Rio Grande Valley and gulf coast.
The Santa Ana Refuge is the summer home of South American and Mexican birds.
The camera captures beautiful birds not seen in Missouri. A few to be seen are
the kiskadee Flycatcher, the chachalaca, the liechtenstein oriole and the pyrrhuloxia.

The Aransas National Wildlife Refuge is the winter home of the whooping crane.
This pear extinct bird was down to 15 in 1941 but now numbers 64 birds who winter in
Texas. The refuge also has wild turkeys, white-tailed deer, alligators, collared
peccary and roseate spoonbill. All are shown in he film.

This film was made in cooperation with the St. Joseph Museum and the St. Joseph
Audubon Society. Also in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
East Texas Wildlife Association, Texas Highway Department and the National Audubon
Society
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