




Dear �·\y-. 

Your rieqatives of �Hnor Richards. \Jack Keet1 t:!Y 
and Eiizabeth (Richards) Keetley are in hand and 
,i:.1ditin'1 processinf.1. I will qet them printed just 
as soon as the nhoto Htb can be reonene<i, an<l return 
the111 to you. 

Th?.rik vou for your time and trouble. and for 
sendinc; thet1 alono to us. 

�LR:,is 
Enc. 

Sincerely. 

f�n l. Reynolds, Assto �irector 
St. ,Joseoh Museum 
Pony Exrres;; Museum 



.. 

'?r. '{. fL !\rt 

Dear '"!r. Art: 

He are rcturnin{1 to you (enclosed here:w1th) the hl;ick and 
Hh1te i>hotoqraph1c ne<1at1ves of Mr,. and 11rs. Minor P.ich;ird,; an<l 
,Jack Keet 1 e:Y. Also .an 3 x 1 O enl ar<1emen.t of M-hlor and F.1 f zabath 
Richards llS you requested. Ye want to thank _you onctt .iHJilin for­ 
your help and for mak:h:iq these neqa.t1ves available to LVi. 

The enclosed tory of a news c11poinq about Hr.i •. Mfoor Hichards 
J'.WV be of interest to you if you hav, not already seen it. Artist 
8entQn Cl ,::ark sent it to us about twentv•t\Jo y�n.rs aqo f�•on h15 110'!"'1e 
·1n t:oshocton, Ohio. He neqlP.cted to date it, hut P-vidently it it1a s 
sm'!'l-e ti r:ie in 1960. 

DLR:r;st 

[nc� 

Sincerely t

Don L. Regino1,1f., f.s5t. flirector 
St. ,1ose?Jh r·1useun 
B(lnv Expres� �,useun 
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!'·1rs. Louise Qichards Pilmer

Dear Mrs. Pilmer: 

�,re have been searchinq for any 1nfonnation on (and photographs of) WM. 
Minor Richards. Of prinary imf}Ortance to us is informat1on on h1s 
rart1-cination in the Overland Pony Express O{)eration, and of course about 
his life before and after. 

We have been corresponding w'ith Mrs. Robert P. Brinkman in Michigan and 
hore to hear from Mr. Harry Art of Ashland* KY •. concern1nq n1cturcs 
of Hri,. M. Richards. 

We have learned 1n our recant letter from Mrs. Brinkman, that _vou have 
written a compreheos1ve paper on the Richards fam11y and that ft includes 
8 raoes of information on Wm. Minor Richards 11fe. Is it possible for us 
to get a coo.v of that portion of the family oaper? We would. of course, 
expect to pay 'For copying and for Postage. 

The name of Nm. M1nor Richards s� to have never been· 1ncluded in the 
list of Pony Express riders that were employed by Russell. Majors and Waddell 
on the line between St. Joseph. Mo. and Sacramento, Calif. At least H had 
not aopearod on our 11st nor on some others that we have seen,. We cannot 
understand exactly why not, nor can we reach backward a century o1us to 
ocn in his name, but hope to include that name on an uodated roster of riders. 

We have a copy of the letter from Wm. Minor Richards to the Pony Exoress 
Celebration Comrri1ttee 1n San Francisco. Calif. that he wrote in 1923. He hooe 
that you Play be able to provide further information and look forward 
to vour reply. 

OLR:js 
Enc. 

Sincerely. 

Don L Reynolds, Asst. 01rector 
Sto Joseph M�seum 
Pony Express Museum 





























,January 15, 1982 

Mrs. Robert P. nrinkman 

Dear Mrs. Brinkman: 

He have your letter of January i. 1982 with the 9/3/1912 
Salt lake Tribune COP:Y on the death of tlohn Keetley. COPY of 
his death certificate, Salt Lake City cemetery burial nJot 
deed infomation and copy of Keetley clipping provi<ierl by the 
\.leJls .. Farqo Bank History Department. This material will, of 
course, be adderl to our Pony Express historical files and we thank 
.vou for sendiog it alonq to us. 

Also, thank you for the review sheet on PUMP ON THE PRAIRIE. 
I, mysolf, already have a copy that was given to me �Y Paul 
�Jenkins of fiothenburQ, Nebraska awhile before he went to the 
beyond. I expect that we shall order a copy for the museum 
library. 

I never did Qet to meet Paul Henderson. I drove hack to 
Rridqeport, Nebraska from Wyoming to see him one time only to find 
that he had laft the day hefore for Hyominq. 

He lot1k forward to hearing fro111 Mr. Marry }'.rt and hav� · hopes 
that he can provide a o1cture of Wm. Minor Richards, if on1y a 
snapshot. We have means 1n our museum nnoto department to copy 
and enlarge portions of small pf ctures and thereby can nossibly 
come up wtth a head and shoulders print. 

We would indeed like to have a cor>v of the 8 pages of 
infor­mation on Wn. Minor Richards as written by Louise Richards 
Pilmer. If. with your oersuasion, she could make same available to 
us we �wuld be most apnreciative. I w111 wr1te to her also. 

Yes, we would like to have a copy of the photo of Elizabeth 
Keetley Richards! We are already indebted to you, however. hujl 

if at some time you should have extra cor,fos made, please include us. 
A�ain, thank you f()r the material that you have provided us. 

Sincerely, 

OLR:,is Don L. Reynolds, /\sst. Director 



tvf�. J:.\1l .. ,,,1 r. �\,inl.mon 
57 4C bioomii,,IJ Gl.,n1 

\Vcsl Bl,1,,mfd,J, �h1..l1i1.1011 .. f8(•33 

}'1 i c:1 y ;.::,u. r Gq�J.•Jst ed. a .r-·.1-:·1 t (, cif ·Jrott t :)rt111:Jf rJ.. th t:-r· �? i ·;_ �� i ._:1: i ·: 
.. �- r: ._; .c i�i •��1- :� r C-1�:. t r� �-��-ti o ·.. �'.� :: e -:.•·:c , :) .. r:.d �; u b.:� ti�: tt t �,: .r i .::- ;.'. �.. -.�. :""' t ··!.f:3 

! .. 's .. ve r;2-f:.n-red y,,ur roqu,�·;t te; c:,,.4:.,·:·: n ::•,rrJ H. 
\1·,t, 5,11 f·r0.1.t��.l.f.n •.;o·u1."*t, /ts.'.-.:L.;.r1,i, -�,1,. r::-n.tu.c.�---;_,; t+"i1G1, tt �'•f.: 110a. 

·::",O :f· u._:: i :�y co �-�l 1':: ct ion. of ori :., 'L'na.l 1;.1tH.tr1��h •�.>ts, .:.'. 'ftd J , ,·)�· ... ;/ c · '.-FJ. tJ;:;..

1'(� t:.i,� :ft:.lUii}.y 1·;::.· 1:n,O\-JlcuJ.,::;c ., :�:�c· yl�oto·;;; o/ ·.r.:1., 
,1 , .:,, ,:;1ou.:-i5 , 01:,,:J, e:;,:::i,;e,:;t, G.nd i:}1,:� GtUll,) rEq:, 1,rt t�ot:te.;;; fro:1 his 
:·:>·GC--j•·:,1J frur;i-.1.,y, ·v�Lt�n. -.:f1c,.:r.; :·:,.: st·i.:�·"r(� r.ese:)J"Cl'�, r.i:·,,·.� ;,-�·1· tos. ),J.'1. 
�.:nr:�h.:/:.':.ots G.;�:>e:.::�r tt1 b,--:.ve b<¼C�! t£J.}cCn by the .cu'.iily it\ tI1e �900•�1. 

Your letter •,,,1:11:3 ti;:,c:Jy, ,:wriiti:1,-': m,;,,. 11;·,;u ,11n· retnrn 
fri�:�s ;:·,. �:;5ivi __ 11ig·Vi,3it \Iit.b. }{�:r1•r:l i.n .... \;;>10 .. n<l ;,-11?,1.re Wf:f ex-
·�·-�:;,..n-:;·-�:d genec�.2,_o;-:ica·l :}a.ta. H.rt:1 i'.50rtad th1 ... �.::1;1;h t.:_ bo;t c�f oJd
.f ... ;. ,.lt�}B frc.J fH oti.:r fliCt-f;•wrdt3. �:,r.!:t::d ptl.r_e-nta 1;,:.t t tc. .Iri 1:;o�·-•e <. t:� .. ::1;r1:· t
-'"-!: t:·\e coI . .1BCti;;n, '-'.:ae S:l ;3tu,:.i.·: .. 1) rl1ot0Lr)ar<1 ,. tokftt.1 in lrttHr 
.,i� .Lr e , :::f J"�.cl: i\.,'.)O:: t lay', b;.""' 'Jt :1. or o / E1 :i.z,u b,�; th. .t: c et �1 .. (�Y 

1 
ou..·z:1 

Gr•2,.,t �ii:iur.i.rnotl'.er 1 and 'iJJ.1c;;:-: >(·1.nor ;iic'.'l'.',rd ' first wife. 
,:.··,") .-� (J'.t�:_,::·,, t·. ,u.e\\1 Gr.tct1):-t1:ot or two of ';-•:.i_rt(.>1 ... •1.:, :JL 1'1b: :i, .. ·: 

�:.;:,�r1:..1. il"! ,J:,;_r f�.: ;:t}y • 

I .�!_;--; cJrtain -: f ::r{,·u =�1;�.ve · 1 �1L t-,.1�1�,2-i\dy :'\f:)�r,I !'ro1-r. 
::.r .. 1:'l'Y, :�"•:u \1iil ao._;r1, :..�s h. i� .i�:; o-qual1:I 5.ritC:r(,�':1t.eC°i. i..n t:''�-ir; 
c•., .. ,,,;1',1'! f,·,n-·!.·1v.;,, ... ,1dv'•n·tur",,._· ,,,,·10' fp1 ·,·-� ',, r ..... .,,.,,, 1- "'  1·•··.··•"'1"·1·»,-........... .,,. i,. __ ., ..,,•,4,l, _,., ... ...... .;.-J. �� i;,.; .,., .... -, , ... � ·, -..A. -IJ.,. ·,l .,i,;:'4,"Ylf�•� .-..t .... ,., ... y-\:..,. ',I ... ,.,;j 

er;: :l:L t ::..\,:r ;., i;; p::�rt i:1 ·ttr.1 {'ony ·.::x,: r�'L,<,. 

In t,;i:3 re:,:";:' , , ,.,·fl•;_riwt res0,.,rch !dth u�" r�or ten 
ye�rs is cur $tcp-consin 1 Loui�e kichurdu fi:m�r, w�o �l.so 
J'i·,1f.:':d ne.:>.r _i:10.rry c.rnd I, .i.n ;i1u·tfor,,:, Icn.r:, a .'·:rng:1b::r of 
t:·t(: eJ.iJ.;.?:st sn.n c,.f ;·.�inor•.s ·�:_;ec.:.,�nti n1�rl''i;;_:::,�!. ..:i}t,: }10 .. s fir•c;t-

1n ycinr fil::s s ,n1ld be n0-ccs :;:r.(,ct � lent1;tiq · 
ir.;.-!:o:·�1 le¥ :•'1!1-a E-�.v_e l\i.r. Co!<L i:·t, �:}te 70'8. >;_�:Lnct'c, t:}�ri., a/; a 
::'<�tired uc?1001 tei:�cl1er, t�.n,:. .. �.in :3.ctive 1.1f:.'i'1bv1,. {Jf: tl-'!.,� l-0G f:-.l
�,.· ... � .. ,,..,' -·"'n,.,,,1,i(,.;,,,,,, ·""'"''·- ,_,,·."" p.,.,, ,. . .; ,,-; , .. ,+,,.d 1··1 · ·+ ,te ,-;;._ · ! " ) ..:::_:,. l, ·,A �.. ..... t;. Q ... 'l,,j,o' �;,., ,;. • ._,. Q -.l. V �;.:.a: . . .L. Ii,.,. ..,; :A��,' 0 f ,� .d, . ...,. CA-', {., - \.,• ..;. ,i,,!t::� v l;i. . ;' .;) . •·• f.�, · 

_;f l:01t� ;:irite:�•r; 1:rojoc·� i.n. �, 1 b.ic?1 sf1�� �·J�'ote r.:� -(-; 1:,mr.r•f�h,;;•r�:;i .. ,e . 
. �? ,-r':0 r� r:· n t > � .;��i �1v� r"ds l•1 -::"h�1i 1:.,�, :Ln •�: lu ti i �1f; c '.'L ch t ;r-c::1 : .. e :·�j 'Ce t·<: r:�d i 11 r_:; 
· ... : .• :-?.ti�� }if'c.. �i thiI::-c yG·u wc:uld fir1d. it :.--r(:1.J)ft;J.. F,_:a.t. o.r









from catalogue# 53991 

FTOID2 St. Joseph. Mo. Hews • Pr�IS Thursday, April 3, 1913 
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