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gm, Gwﬁml years I have been trying te locats SORS a.i’ tha oldC &p iony wm cag viderd, 1 had
mada up my rdnd thut I wae the oniy ons left, but thio labs vove hes boouht soversl old felleus
to lpat, I esarct yass: ber any of thems They rust have bean wost of uzden end 1 am truly gled ¢
heor Prom thome Iy nong ig We e Mﬁnﬁrd“?’ wag bora in Coshicelton CO& (hi@’ Tiga, 19g w.ém‘! i 1
cama to Jews ia 1256, In C859 went west with the prect pold wvcnm,zzt st likos Peciie io@ab hwﬁ
el b Lemrd in nw fall of 1859, I went to work for the Cock & Pistel Co., in thae
goring of 1000, luke lanhem was the General kunuger sent re to Cotionwosd ! ﬁ&ngﬂ to keep thak
giation. Cus of hise wﬁm Puck Cole, took sick and I took his plice. I rodo from Cotlonuns:
Springs So alksld La!w Gl n«ilas. This was the herxdest route on the line, it was ths tummuho
14 Ltla 4lex Diffcrbachey was to imseb we, here we had £ivo minutes to rest, thea we wonk bac

owar cur rovts, 1t was only tri-wekly., There was no ono that stood this route vary long,. ;,»..;?z
:m*m Dutchmap sbood 1t the longest of alls The repular tiro wes ten piles por hour, Tue big
ride was vhon ve carried Gld Jiw Buchsenan's laet rossage to Longress in 1600, Cur oriers freom Cld
Bermy Cluta wns Lo toke fifteen miles en hour or kill wll the pulews and ponies on tho route

This dispabeh wms carried from St, Josoph, Miceourd to Dan Franclseo in *'v'n days uand fii“tﬂ@m
hours w& tuanty odd rdnutess 1 gee & prect muny different storlos chboubt tho Fony fopreso

sowa hod it earr m;.;; rndl in 1664, There wais not a while ran crossxd tho p Ltﬁfm frov the
blesouvi Klver ts:.z the Locky Lountaina, for over five wonthe, 1B6L wis the provt Indina lere Tae
Pony bxpress hud a shord life. The © & P depress gobt the Uloe Ladl froo b sz Lo Frisco, The
vony had acconzlished its work. I could Lell you wiho orizinsted this cosprny, tub it is tco
long & storye 1 vill soy the prect fmimtvm of the Veast, lajors Lusssl apd lwiicl, carried
thy fineneiol €d of ive I vall pive you a List of Lhe riders foom it m:m o Leheycannes Y
Jack Keetley, Juck Pry, these vora the two eracl riders, Uns Lashonse, “am Fltekey, Lill Corbett,
Buak Cole, J' Dodpe, Alex Diffeabacher, this is all I con renciber, Joip Feetley veos ny trothere
in-lews Toey storted from ite Joe, £irst Kinucuck, ui]’i@(‘h’ Laryaville, e foudy,. then bidwmy,
Cottomwmwod, Alk:li Lake, Ufallens, Bluffs, Deaver Creok, (ld Juleoburs, the 413 California ‘
crossing, Hew Julasburg, 25 miles west, then up Lodgoe; mla to Choyemma, Tuls is oy fourth trlp
from Iown to the lacif ie Coast since 1913, 1 have been as fur novth as Vescouver, d.., a;;.?t
pouth to San datonlo, Texas, 1 could give you & history of Colorado wnd the Plaias froo 1859 &
1869, I havo a d: ushter &b Avila, Can Luie Ubispo Co, I wua theve frem tho Cih of reb, ux&til
the 7th of July. iy health is sooething wonderiul, I ent thres pood 1eals 8 d: 1ve Go to bed
ab 7 ar 6 otclock. I cun walk four or five miles a doy and vy back wnover singes a note. Duntd
Irink nor euoke, but I cm a veteran tobucoo chewor, I was wode z Masen in the winber of 1804
L om a punber of tha Vetoron lasonic Assn., I pay no dves oo long us I live, I wish<d could

be in i‘x*mcq vhen the Vony Exprecs arrives, I could tell them all about sore of the preat
eddors that never rode a rile during its life. I can't soo vhy they didatt folleow thn t%"i trail,
Jenver naver hed eny Pony Evpresss, Cheyenne wns the close.t point to Dowver, U0 miles. Uald
Lake never had tho Pony Lxpress, I will go from here to Exctor to spond the wintore by hore is
in Hartford, ‘zrren t'o,, lowa. Find enclosed my pleture. If thers is anything you went to
mbklish it is all right, | ! :

Froternolly yours,

We Mo Richards
Susenvills, Celif,

.“u.
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Febyragary 20, 1082

Bear ",
Yourfindgatives of Minor Richards, Jack Keetloey
and £iizabeth {Richards) Keetley are in hand and

awaiting processing, [ will qget them nrinted just
as soon as the nhoto lhb can be reovened, and return
them to vou.

Thank vou for your time and troubhle and for
sending them alona to us.

Sincerely,

fon L, Revnolds, Asst. Mrector
St. Josenh Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLA: s
Ine,



Harch 38, T4

Mo WL R ARt

Near “r. Art:

e are returning to vou (enclosed herewith) the hlack and
white photonraphic nenatives of Mr, and Mrs, Minor Richards and
Jack Keeltley. Also an 8 x 10 enlarcement of Minor and £lizabeth
Richards as you reauested, UWe want o thank you once anain for
vour help and for making these negatives avaiiable to us,

The enclosed copy of a news ¢lipning about ¥m, Minor Richards
mey be of ipnterest to vou if you have not already seen 1%, Artist
denton Clark sent 1t to us about twenty-tuo vears ago from hishome
tn Toshocton, Ohin, He neclected to date it, hut evidently it was
soretime in 1960, _

Sincarely,

- Den L. Regnrolds, Asst, Director
S$t. Josanh HMuseun
Bonv Express “useun



January 16, 1982

Mrs, Louise Richards Pilmer
Dear Mrs. Pilmer:

be have been searchina for any Information on {and photoaraphs of) Wm.
Minor Richards., Of primary importance to us is information on his
parti-cination in the Overland Ponv Express aneration, and of course about
his 1ife bhefore and after.

We have heen corresponding with Mrs. Robert P, Brinkman in Michigan and
hore to hear from Mr, Harry Art of Ashland, Ky. concerninag nictures
of Y, M, Richards.

Wa have learned in our recent letter from Mrs, Brinkman, that vou have
written a comprehessive paper on the Richards family and that it includes
8 nanes of information on Hm. Minor Richards 1ife. Is it possible for us
to get a cooy of that portion of the family paoer? HWe would, of course,
axpect to pay for copying and for postage.

The name of Wm, Minor Richards seems to have never been included in the
1ist of Ponv Express riders that were employed by Russell, Majors and Waddell
on the line bhetween St. Joseph, Mo. and Sacramento, Calif. At least it had-
not appearad on our 113t nor on some others that we have seen, We cannot
understand-exactly why not, nor can we reach backward a century nlus to
pen in his name, but hope to inciude that name oii an undated roster of riders.

We have a copy of the letter from Wm. Minor Richards to the Pony Express
Celebration Cormittee in San Francisco, Calif. that he wrote in 1923, e hope
that yvou may be able to provide further information and 1ook forward :
to vour reply,

Sincerely,

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Huseun
Pony Exprass Museum

DLR:is

Enc.



_ INFORMATION ON _PONY EXPRESS OR STATION KEEPERS

: ; As furnished to the Pony Express Stab?es Huseum, 9!4 Penn St.. St. Jaseph No. 64503
i amx the St, Josepb Museum, 11th and Chaﬂes Sts., St. Joseph, m. 64501

- Name_y 411500 m"n‘é - E',“cmgﬁs |

“f‘"“Rider or Statmn Keeper? Rider‘

Nhere he rode Pony Express or tended station "aﬁt -ma bp*_gga to Alkali Lake, Nebyr.

e How long?__gwso = October 26, 1351 S
ifiuhere b°rn~£L¢£¥uLjﬁlikm£% ¥, Ohio . - Date December 19, 1838

o1 whnre he died Exgzax Qﬁ!jggzn 2 : : o Date ppgru&x¥~4*~lgpv

't Cause Gf death Dneuuonia

i‘auhs the above person’s service with a Pony Express known to be on the Overland Pony Express

. (between St. Joseph, Mo. and Sacramento, Calif. ) or was it possibly with a branch line
“.extension as from Sacramento to remote towns and mining camps’Overland Penx Express

i Did.he ever write of exper1ences7 (Letters diary, etc. ) Letter to Pony EXQTGSB
) Telenration Committee .

‘1s any article of c!athing, equ1pment, weapon, etc. that was used when a Pony Express rider
!"known to exist anywhere at present? lNone. ,

" Do photographs exist’ Nona of Pony

f were any newspaper or magaz1ne articles ever written about hfm?“m&gng

 Comments: (Inczdents while a rider? Civil Har mil:tary service? Occupation in Iater
,glife? etc., etc. lIncidents included in biography. = mag nn civil wep Service

Occupa%ion later~e Brickmasan‘and farmer

 {?br additxanal space use back of sheet.

 THE ABOVE mmmmon SUBMITTED BY: ~ Name_ Louise Richards Pilmer

valid information will be considered : : .Address 210 West Girard Indiancla, Ia.
- and/or filed for future reference in 3 SR Lo P ¥
. an effort to verify the connection of Phone 515-96L~4805 '
- names submitted with the 1860-61 PR v

Overland Pony Express Service - Your relation to above subject if any.

- Granddaughter




THE RI1C.LARLS KaCh
from iarylend tc Iowa

1750 - 1978

by
Loulse Kichards vilmer
Indianola, lowa

1578




William Minor Richards, born December 19, 1838, was
my grandfather. In later life he liveﬁ in the home of his
son, Will Richards, born July 25, 1877, for four gor five
months of each year. I am Louise Richards Filmer, born
April 19, 1909, a daughter of Will Richards and granddsughter
of William Minor Richerds. ,

Grendpa was forty yéare old when my father wasg born.

My father was thirty«tw@ when I was born. Conseguently, ihe
events of Grandpa's early life that he so often related to

me during the years 1918-1927 were of an era seventy years
previous. Some of that life inciuded the colorful Pony Zxpress
days and details of his rides while ewployed by Russell, Majors
snd Waddell.

Somstime about 1920-1924 while Grandpa was at our home,
Cappers Weekly Magezine published e reques®t for articlss
written and submitted by aﬁx living Pony Express Riders.
Grandps wanted to send an account of his reminiscences.
anavgi, 8ince he never were eyeglasses, his syesight was not
squal to thz task. I agresd to write for him. We spent gany
evenings together with Grandpe slowly relating his story as 1
wrote it on several pages of a "Big Chief" pencil tablet.

The story vas‘ccmplgted and sent to Cappers Weekly. HNothing
wasa ever heard cf our efforts. No copy was kept by us. It
really was such precious material--but all was lost.

I wish I could recall those tales but only & few stories
lingered well enough in my memory for me to include them in
the life story I wrote of Grandpa William Minor Richards. The
gtory is'accampanying this report.
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1n-£hé acti#iti@a of the yrasby£¢rian Chﬁrch wher@ ne
and his Wife. Selle, had Leen Mmemlers éince yeuth;
ﬁiﬁlﬁeath. éue to onv suiden snd final heart attack
occurrend Aaﬁember ik, 1949, ot nig fara hone. He was
buriéd in the‘family‘plat joeated in the northeast oil'~
'ﬁaf of the art;er Canetoery, dartford, leo.& nenr his

spreats, Miner and Henrietts donards.

g I I B S
\"M.Il“u- lfl;‘ 149 A(*M:i}ﬂf{»’?—)

Wﬁllih Minor i icxhxuu, fethor of “ill #ichards,

'3

wiha *urn in Cosncctnn LOIﬂvj Uhio, ra{mhur i9 1338
e wes she fivst of two Lnll“ren of Sumuwl J. Hicharus
and nis first wife, saran Winn. He viu Xnown as “Miror.”
Hig not mr ziiwﬁ June 26, 1842, ;:wcz,«:a.bly in {;Gizé‘ioi:tﬂn
Ccounty chio when -inor was stout tar.e J»m.g cld. iis
vmntmrnzl graﬁimOnhmr, Ml% vatn ogrmen . inn Carhord,
ook ccinor and hin one Yyoar olg trotner. Jehn C. 1nto
her home. winor's Joihor, Qaﬁ.el o oe ﬁicnuédz, VR r;-
weprriced warch 17, LO44 to margaret Leurews The sncll
boys thhn went to 1iive #ith thelr father and sie.mother.
uOﬁ@uimU het«vtﬁ 1847 snd 1H50 the Tudly soved to
Wabash countiy, ndiun‘. “(ﬁatar&ined from 1650 crnaus

- off woimsh wountby, indgisng)

“Phe history of ~atash cOuUniy Tndiena telis of
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the ﬁébaah p1&5Uﬁ.ﬁr "plank fcvar“.ﬁth took miny iives.
This f@£er3 to an illness that broke out ENONE «GrENGn
:nd adjacant fﬁrmers along tSe plank~covered rozd built
bet&éeﬁ vabesh and Urbann, Samuel fichards and family
'livéd‘in that area, ﬁis secend wife, wargsrot Nccrmw'
iichards died at wabash in 1854, [Ihe felher Ssnucl J.
,Eiénnrds died august 15, 1855, at the age of thirty-
$ix ygars. it i" not kncwn whet caused the de&takaf
i eitée& .kr”wret or suzmuel Richards, ur”uﬁuh minor for
'v ﬁhafouxtn time in his life of seventeen yewrs wes

taken into still anotner home, Inis his wacle, willien

ﬁicﬂ&rﬁsg ul'e

$€Vﬁr"l “ichp 3 famzlias. inglurlnw witlisn mlch‘
ards and uraﬂdya siiner miﬁrttaa to'fxeboautv;lle, BT~
'idn:u¢aﬂty. lowa, tquake ‘their hmmes in 1B56. sost
of tﬁém remained end developed ;ood farms northwest
of ?leasantvil;evin the rich pround of sleusuni Croeve

Tewnship near Wild cat (reek (Jection ¢,

sfanipa Minor Flehards had dark halr ana hrown'
'eges.;?he wits 6 mediun-sized mun abbat 5'10"‘in nei;zht,
e likadv;ienﬁ;r life, adventurs, péayl& ana travel,
He enjoyed figniﬁﬁ Dut diwliked gﬁnn‘an: n&ating, il

was a vesersn chewer of tobacco bul abhorred suoking,
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i n;ﬁﬁr 8 youbu-ul gnysz ue was Qllm. litn& widk wiry
wiﬂh a mialmdm wolght, e wos yurfect in physigue ond
picﬂ&&#,ﬁyirit to become cne of the iony Lxpress riders.
jils desire fcr adveﬁinr&‘and'trﬁvnl haé already drawn
aim west Yo iaes .ear. Coloraﬁa. w1tn the exelting:

Jld wuuh in 1659. e he d raturncd to 5t. Joaeph,
v.iavéar;, wNere he had nat ﬁnu nurried ~lizabeth ngetliey.
{n april 3, lbéﬁ. mznar aa ﬂlizabgﬁh’s brothcy, Jack
ﬁaetiéy, were acce,te as,ridersrwh@n'tﬁu fmng‘nzﬁré%s
ﬁﬂli”&?iéﬁ began. linor was ﬂg¢i ned. te z aixty-four
'uile ﬂ&ttor of the route in we tern uebraskm. b@twéen
wanta°wuwd eriv"s und Alkali Luke,  (Lett¢r;, Yidliam
gxinor Rich&rﬂs ta ?any7axﬁré$s i@lehrgtiﬁﬂ Co.o t@e
F)QA iranciac%, Leliioruiu. jépéambér Xd 1923 pualished

 1&,?3¢,¢m¢ricrn znilaueli;tg ~0W Tork: d.¥. 1560 pp.

R l«»ﬁZ}‘_ Uit our eni n“,s"zivbsvctdr ~ould he found
fr@m~auafaainntely twenty 411&3 #u2t to 1~rty~1*ur

‘miles west of sorth Siat bie, alon: tng ilatte xiver.

 The ?oriivn cf tha‘rpuﬁe éasarihed in ﬁig-letter

to the }ohy gxmraés aéleﬁtstion iamﬁitteﬁ ia “urther

dﬁscribe& rw‘ bCFiﬂﬂinu at the NEF Sec. 15, Twy 12

Ranze 284 {m'oat one ﬂilﬂ sauthenst &f the wresent
ort Mephér on Nat&on“l G‘ﬁ@unr” to Alxuli LP;Q

‘ni¢ in fortj~¢eur mllﬂx west o” Ncrth ?l?ute elon::
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@hé ?1atta fiver cnd about itwe miles southwest of rax-
ton, Feith County, .ebraske er to the middle of Zec. 12,

Twp 138, hange 37¢ (ialtos and ivenderaon, Lhe rony

sxpresgs  fAeross iebrasks from 3t. Juzeun to Port Lera-

wigt degrint frow etrassa sistory, Vol. 41, o e

dune, 1940 pp. 103-105]).

the yuny,mxprass route paszgd‘hhrvugh niles and
miles-of Iinilzn écuﬁtr9;~ some Indiesns wers friendly
Lat cthirs were hostile. Grandus ansr slways con-
-t”ﬂﬂnd thit ¢n In jen's attitude depen ed u sreat
xahl u pen pr&viwas traatnont and treding xsrrétnces
’thay haa racfivad from white men.

ﬁnéa. whiié on @ §ony ;xpreﬂs ride, lnor's norse
he %%ﬁ»laﬁﬁ &nﬁ eduld not ;0 mn‘at’any page. adnor
reeiized ho was in “bad" lndian»ﬁaﬁntry tut he had no
cholee but to dismount. ‘vary.amch; P if'frcm'ﬂéwherﬁ.
 ttha Indien uén a;peared, ninocr could s eal & few
Tadi-sn words, ois few words end gesturesd, and the
sight?of the hcfsé's éo re foot convwinced the indians
cf'nls Lm‘rbuncy. £8 the lnﬁians worked witn tne
horse's oot wnd then bege easing his norse awVJ from
the‘tréil. winor wes Unensy as Lo nzs plignt.f Mot tco.
far away, they rescac 4 the Indiansg' cuap. Thay wotioncd

for ainur to 311 down snd eas | {rom the steW‘pot. The

25"
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méat'iﬁ the atgw'w@s fiﬁewarained.'.d@ Telt & little
nsgaéatéd,when he learaec ﬁa‘wés ﬁ&tida anoke ment.
Linnf ﬁﬁantJthe night at thelr < tpe IThe noxt norning
his hﬁrﬁeisaemed bester und he got baék te the treil
WACTe® BNoLNLr Lony ZXpreass rider owaktock nim snd rushed
Minﬁrfs‘maillbagvoa to the nsxt station. oinor stoyed
with ais norse aﬁé‘fin&lly much luter tnzy ot to tne
stﬁtiﬁﬂ_wners the horsy ccuiﬁ rﬁa; “nd Linor could pet
« fresh norse, Lﬂvﬁthﬁrv€QCﬁﬁiCm£ ne wz nolted ond
'neig;c&y;ire for brief pericas by jadiens. .ackily,
h@'waavnwvar}raally harned‘by them durin  tae Hontns

ne rode for tne rony xprezs.

'Linar‘ér§£$&d thﬁ ylﬁins tnréa maré tinen by wagen
in th@“ﬂéxt yeﬁr af two.  Heworked for & wooon frelght
cnmpany and transported [ o0l ﬁestw&rd from it. .cogeph,
{nece a‘storm'cnmé4sufﬁ nly upon ﬁlm'in the “lette dlver
‘v;l;my, 3@'neédea to cross the river to get tetneriﬁg
peles to tic to ais herses, e thougnt the river wos
tba decyp to waa@'so ho earricd hiz axe in his teetn
mn§ awam‘acrosa.‘ ahen nearly tu.tna'cppcmi%e side,
nié xQu¢s struck botton to his surprise. He woded
tne'resb of tae way, cut the Letunrihg poles aad wgedn,

maeh to hisc surgrise he waded zll the woy lLicx. The
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gtorn way toerridle. He deciﬁad it wes not wise to siny
in the wugon., :le ‘got out and crawled under the wason.

Huge nails towns riddled uhﬂ canvas on hls wagea. ‘(Leto

ﬁ@r&' ClHTOﬂGe slchords to Louis@,rilmer. cpril 24, 1978).

.}ﬁinar and »ifs “lizaveth wnd dnu hivr, Julla Ann,
8,58 5' yﬁﬂ?d retu rﬁai to ;luhahutvilk‘ lovwiagy Sonee
tﬁma'%@faré'danuarf l&; 1833. when o sen John Carhart
fichords was born ﬂcarliincﬁey, Larion Cuunty, owa.
Later a third cnil&. glbért, w3 borh bt i in
infuancy.  The fﬁwily hid auem\#;:ri tao TS ~lizabetn
Taft;icwa and returned to hé&’hamakin 3t. Josephs osulia

anty ant John rensined in lowa with thelir fether.

winor weni to Les joines to work in a btrick fac~
tory. . #here tne gnoll calliren atayed 1s not'xnewnn
e iearnﬁd his trade well and used it durisn, his en-

tire working years,

‘Oﬁ Meren 15, Aiwy. in Les lwines, iows . incr was
mirrled a secons time to .enriotta Corcon. Jomctime
between Darch sand Se; tember the family noved to art-
fard; icwa. (iinor is recorded in the .artford 5chool
R@&istgr of F&reﬁts i ;uar&iana, Septenber lﬁéﬁ}.
Tnay bought sn cerssce on the scuth edse of cartferd

which Included lmnd east and geuts of the cumetery.
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”nr tma next tWLﬂuj years the f&mily Lived here end
grew in nughﬁr until thare were aevan cnildrcna Hetta,
ﬁaral;'iosé#hine Will, Llmo, Fuye, rern end var;na?ite.
‘&y 18&5 sotta was 1ivina uwmy from ncme and te&ching
:y;aﬁalstxuents, Iimea were bord ~ud -Ghﬁy'w klng jobs

in artford vere sceree.

xiﬁcr, ﬁanrietta and the rﬁaéina&r of the cﬁildren,
\wiua ﬁrﬁﬁﬁma.dnmriett%’s'ageﬁ fatﬁer. Sasusl 5. Eordan,
vnd to JeS ﬂuiﬁw‘. sinor and the three oidest child-
,'r&n. Gﬂrul.,éﬂ"ewninﬁ anflxill a1l weat te work mn&,ali
'ctntriuutva te th fon iy fundﬁ.‘"uihar and nis son
w&ll'%br‘ﬂ“ RS bricwmu%a %; Cvkal:becuma & sepmoireus
;in a mll&iﬂ@fj factory &nﬁ vowe«ninu worked @3 A sepa-
stress in a cla;hing factory. (Qggvtggggg glgx ggg‘

;al% Lounty ;i"actor‘. lﬁGO}» ine fandily Livea in

a8 Holnes fur whout six JG&T‘ Snein. this tine,

on February l, 1893, ireat granapa Cordon dled, Durial

~was in the :lartford cemetery. (ine D.ily lows Cepitals

rebrusry 1, 18¢3, nas iolnes, Iowu).

'Sametimg'ﬁurinﬁ tna year 5Q§ the idonor Ricihards.

 f“FilJ =nvad bnok to the H&rtf&rd ccmﬂunity snd bouzht

sl AL ' wlheast o
& snall farm abouil iwo miles H@ﬁwﬁi gt of ord.  Ihe

‘four cléeﬁt enlléren, Coral, dephint. uil¢ and Mimo

ronsd I(d in wes 0¢n~a. but 4111 also leflt «nu citj



ianeg 29

for . thu fhrm in 1900, (he& zcxne5 *mix “ag Lﬁ&ﬁ Lounty

ﬁiractwry, 1895 to 1600) .

The femily iived for aboit fl?e years in en old
nouge already on thé frrme  1n the sumser of 1900 '
Minﬁr heg:n 1rinb kilns uf bricks fuf n oUW huxsv.

l: LEE G*W¥+&v&d ang noved inﬁm In leca ‘fr. 1506,
~{1nﬁ'agg;; ggng;, Mﬁaembur, l?@&). Fron 1900 to A 13
‘wﬂnn ﬁﬁ” ﬁeﬁﬁﬁﬁ W 4i&§,'minbr li?ﬁd n ukmlar&oirﬂd
ld;e. u»px‘uur;ng thasc Jeurs ne ﬁxilt & few stors
‘@n¢ #@gat:b1& ecuves thitl re ﬂin in t% & comeounity now
vﬁﬁ i§75}:' ‘ ”

‘f,ﬁfter x;ud : ‘umvz&#. ﬁe%zn. br&zﬂg. ninur'ﬁélé-
‘théﬂfara and no u»ahoi~ “urniaﬁin a end lived 3@?urﬁl
moﬁ“nwlﬁt ;‘ti*a &i%u irau.una ﬂﬂi‘& ﬁﬂu then anothor.
byﬁﬁ aine tived in éﬁuutle, &aqnxn;tan. PEye, F&rﬁ énﬁ
‘Mérgw rite in aﬁl*nrni«. “ar&l id‘uanVar. coiarndo;
»$m§,Ei$9 i Les Molnex, Refn?. WAill mnd toc haif hr§~
Lhar o Ghn aeﬁtinue@ to rruidé in tﬁe'ﬁartfard cam¢unity¢

iﬂ@“ J 2 l;x et tﬁa suners ia iuaa £ the vinters
in ualmaovwia.‘?ﬁa énjiya(‘w&nw szu, ex and ferta
naraﬁﬁ the western piglns &ﬁh'nﬂéﬁ&é rige riuln; then on
s ?inQ ;;izQ€iéffa¢i£ic »r 5 I };wevrr, until the
end 5f h£} eig 1ty~§i ab yeurs, Su”a i $he alﬁ vieneoy

1‘ddvenfxr int g*OW$ﬁ &stﬁin n&w. OnLy a few



minutes visiting with nin wouald revesl the zeot with

~wnich he had lived those early yeers,

’ranﬁpﬂ,minur‘dieavat the homoe of his dawpnter
Farn an@p¢e»a~{wrﬂ. rr@ﬁ) 1ﬂ Lxetﬁr; voolifornia, on
ﬁnbruury L, lwh:. Burznl w3 vt the Lartford cenes

,tc?y, Martfcrq. Towa,

SAMUEL J. RICHARDS

ﬁ& u@l de aiaharﬁa was born ey 1, 1818, prohebly

in Bﬂﬁf@r& Duniby, venngylvania. e was sno ol eigznt

children of wiliiaw aimhnrﬁﬁ sad dnne’ Loge, e was

A

bmﬁﬁfzn‘a ‘in wi%h a 1ﬂ=ua&rd rﬁ¢f. e atle ded

.3chuﬁ‘ in « Luq »ﬁﬁiﬂ. ﬁkwmxm»ﬁa fpon. s Vigoraphy
a? Sha.fl*s broi Wil*;tq Jr.; s Lo :1’3 mizrated
to ufex *gwmaﬂip. Cuﬁhﬂcton Qaunty. onim3som¢tima

%**.u ldlﬁ*l 0.

 $amuﬁ1 nsrriéd Serah aiﬁa>;ﬁcég%nr 2, LL3Y7 in

| ﬂeﬁ&&ﬂﬁbniaﬂaﬁig, {hlm.j ?ﬁwy'liwe& in “gihin;aan TO et
&hipa Ca;¢£a$un county. yi;hiﬁ‘éwﬁﬁ#ﬁ IHGY - iney hid
 *%9 ?$”“ ‘:¥ii3iﬁ.y Anor hgrn "o ﬁmbar i%, Lv/u ayid
,Ja%q C. born J&iy L6 1841. Sursh éi&d &u“v 26, 1842
Wﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬁh” Smﬂs Wﬁwe only on&'waar @nﬁ three years old.

§ar"ﬂ’£- 9*u~“, ﬁl*zvbatﬂ Maa anxyinn wtrhnrt Louk



January 16, 1982

Mrs., Robert P. Drinkman

Dear Mrs, Brinkman:

e have your letter of January 7, 1982 with the 9/3/1912
Salt Lake Tribune cony on the death of John Keetley, cony of
his death certificate, Salt Lake City cemetery burial plot
deed information and copy of Keetlev clipping orovided by the
Yells-Fargo Bank Historvy Department., This material will, of
course, be added to our Pony Express historical files and we thank
you for sendigag 1t alona to us.

Also, thank vou for the review sheet sn PUMP DN THE PRAIRIE.
1, mvself, already have a copy that was given to me hv Paul
Jenkins of fiothenburq, Nebraska awhile bhafore he went to the
hevond. I expect that we shall order a copy for the museum
Tibrary.

1 never did get to meet Paul Henderson. I drove back to
Bridgeport, Nebraska from Hyoming to see him one time only to find
that he had laft the day before for Yyoming,

We look forward to hearing from Mr. Harry Art and have hopes
that he can nrovide a pifcture of Wm, Minor Richards, ifonly a
snapshot. He have means in our museum nhoto department to copy
and enlarge portions of smal) pictures and theraby can nossibly
come up with a head and shoulders print,

We would indeed like to have a copy of the 8 pages of
infor-mation on Ym. Minor Richards as written by Louisa Richards

Pilmer.1f, with vour persuasion, she could make same available to
us we would be most aporeciative. I will write to her also.

Yes, we would like to have a conv of the photo of Elizabeth
Keetley Richards! We are already indebted to you, however, hug

if at some time vou should have extra cnniss made, please include us.
Acain, thank you for the material that vou have nrovided us.

Sincerely,

DLR:3s Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
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_CDV" SPRY TO TALK

Presiqcm of the nganiz:ﬁon
i Discusses Its Objects
T and Aims.
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COMPET ITION WAS KEEN

Showing Made Best Ever Seen
in !h_c Intermountain :
Lountry.

————

The awarda of prizes |8 ennsection
with Meadar sight's gorgeens eleetri-

marvisl olod will be given

wgdt by the Utnh Cemmercial Vlub of
the Desf. Whils net u vursl semnd
will be beard, esropt whem some won-
member, vomequainted with 1be sig®
lasguage, maken a sprech, ihe Jdinmer
will be savtljmg Sed Jdull, sed thers
wif! be after dlaner talks, bnlliamt

. | repartge snd much fux, all ' the sgo

langmage. Frank M. (ngge of Gigplen,
superintendeat of the NMiate Sedool for
the Dea? snd Hflind, will premde. aad
-m art a8 umn:u of the nmb:‘-
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‘merciat elub Prafessar &ln—l Nay Bab-
sad ethers.

eni p T were 4 last night
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sucesnn of 1he greed speeiscle  Mr
White and represeutatives of 18 ware-
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fa most imstances (he competition
usder ths dsfferont classificstions was
= keen. and the entries made sch o
splondid sbawing, that selechons were
kard to meke In the finsl awnrds 1he
mdges were guided absalutely by the
meenita”of entrice umler the l;-!lﬂ'd
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ONLY 500 NAMES NEEDED

Republicans and Democrats
Expect to Make Their
Fitings Tuday. -

state, and is the abussss of protest
-ithv—.M-thd’ﬂ-iﬂ
The siate tieketa of the Re
Eﬂm asd Demoernts wilf be filed
All state tivkots mont by filed
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ou the treket ot the last gea
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requires that 308 sames be sigeed o
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Object of the Clubs
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of doaf ani euahle us to tahe
care of curwelves. We hok! meetioge
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ahreast of the times
(tug coming.
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e irv o henag
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He sava that it has alsa made it
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'sder similer requiremesis elusai.
fied ns entrine from outside loeshit:

was awdrded first prise \n
18, Nev, sseond prize,

being dsome mlver trephies

"tah county was awarded first prize,
also o beautifsl silver Irophy. for em-
tering the float that yave tde baest
alingasieni represeatation of Utsh's im-
dustriea. The f was & magnificont
prece of work I3 ahewed the menwm:
tains, the punes. waterfalls and howers

of flowers. with & coterie of pretty girls |,

wated around, each ana deegnating a
vertaip indusiry of (he cuuniv.
Far tha most artistie fost
‘n(-lnl s Japesess tesoriation

tah w@ acrorded firat Aower
rae s s rplendid milver trophy The
foat represented » paygmis. mlmnlded
with viges of piuk wiatans, chopng
cymes amd -hrcanthemams "f'o far
'lnqhuu of Nippon st ia the pagoda '’
; tea A rustic hridge ia fromt
of the pagoda crowsed s streah of wa-
ter 28d o ta & garden, where stood
rnndu the sa

rred precincts of the |nnY tand.
¢ lagnified az 1he hest represmntation

in tha
of

mede hv a fraterau) order, the Natina

Hons of | tah ani the Wombhwen af the
Wneid were amardef fest and seeand
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vps msd » b The sarond pnze s

ia haamer of hanoe

Cash for the Independsnt.
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Camvass Is Progreming.

! The Repuhfiesm ~anvazse of the county

( hoand el be rom-

dietricis by lon'Tm

. sertctary of the Rapubll
mOiitTes, omld ingt night

B ans thus far showal Lin

ripeciad Repudiioma Baing in every Als-

~ the ity

Perrentage ~f the

mid. was smening over th the Mepubliran

party The canvase shows vrry little

“Bull macen” sentiment,

Weaver Resigna
v oa edver for seversi yeare were

want clief® in the ndfice of the city sudl>
tor. has temdered hls restanation to ity
Auvditne W [l Fhearmas to lake -ﬂ-i
at e Me Wagrer 18 & randidsis for
CORMY recrrder an the Rull Movae Licket
His ownvcommnr rag 10 et Doen chosen
hy Auditns Nhasrman

UTAHNS PIONEERS
UNDER THE CARY ACT

sul
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A rerte of 1'tah u’n oturted
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VETERAN UTAH MINER |
DIES IN SALT LAKE

John H. Keetley, Known

Throughout Western Camps,
Victim of Heart Disease.

Joha W. Keetlev, 71 rears of age.
well kmows idh almost every mining
camp ja the weal, diml vesterday of
Rears trouble, ax hiw residemes, (M8
Wens Mixth Mouth etreet. lo the varty!
soventies Mr. Keetloy
Cotsanwood a8 the [rasempors,
a2 and Markuy minas and (he Vie
toria and, ha;mul tuanels.
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whoes president. B b Wilhiir, 18 iw
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Population Increases Rapidly,
Cattle Prodbction De-
creases Greatly.

B
AR Inferesiing prefiction se o 1he ui-
Himats muigome of the present high priree
domaning fow beof wusn sugiested yos-
terdey by Jouta Newman of Gress Felia,
Moutl, member of the boarg of governers
of the Urigailon congrens. Mr. Newman
-ye
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foundations and large manufacturing corporations, rather than
a handful of individuals, are the dreamers and promoters. The
electrical producing windmill of tomorrow is probably on its way.
though its form has not yet been found. Y

The book has many illustrations, though few of them deal with
the farm windmill most commonly known on the Plains, which is
a disappointment. It is an interesting addition to mechanical
literature, but the author has not produced a major study of
American windmills and their production. For those interested
in the subject, however, this is an interesting beginning.

N ebraska

' 'Pump on the Prairie. By Musetta Gilman. (Detroit: Harlo Press,
1975. IMustrations, appendixes, maps, bibliography, index; 223
pp., $7.95)

The Platte River valley through Nebraska long has been one of
_the natjon’s historic highways. Interstate 80 follows for many
miles the same natural path taken by the wagon trains, stage
" coaches and Pony Express riders. For three decades this route
~ was the main artery of our nation’s western advance. Tens of
thousands of people traveled its miles from the early 1840’s until
the late 1860's. During about the last decade of the trail's main
use, establishments termed road ranches were spaced along its
length, as closely as today's motels. They loosely served the
function of the motels—catering to the needs of travelers.
Pump on the Prairie is the history of the Gilman brothers’
~ road ranch, one of the best known and most efficiently run of its
kind. The book also is a history, the most detailed available, of
road ranches along the Nebraska portion of the Cregon-
California-Colorado trail. The preparation of this work obviously
has been a labor of love for the author, wife of a grandson of one
of the Gilman brothers, not only because of the family
connection, but for the painstaking research which led her down
the adventuresome trails of American frontier history.

' :,:‘.,,4_ € /L"C/’L@'i, -
i/
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Jphn and Jeremiah Gilman, New Hampshire men, established
their road ranch on the south side of the Platte River in 1859.
They Jocated it at a natural camp site close to water, grass and
timber. It was situated between the present towns of Brady and
Maxwell. Before they bowed to the irresistable competition of the
rm!road in 1868, the Gilmans had provided a trading post for
whites and Indians, a stage and Pony Express station, a post for
army d;tachments, as well as the regular functions of a road
ranch in selling supplies, stock and repairing wagons. John
Gilman had installed an iron pump to bring up the good water, a
unique fgature not found at other such establishments.

The Gilman ranch existed during exciting times. Although the
brothers enjoyed good relationships with many Indians, the
ranch was attacked several times and employees and neighbors
killed, during the perilous Indian troubles of 1864-186S.
Famous frontier characters, including John Y. Nelson, Hank
Clifford ar}d others, were employees or visitors at the ranch,

. Mrs. Qxlman in text and appendixes offers a wealth of
information on road ranches and ranchers not easily available
elsew}'!ere. She describes some of the events of the times
especially the Indian wars, drawing from contemporary accounts

“and reminiscences of participants. There is enough of the latter

to make the book exciting reading for those interested in more
than road ranches. However, the book is a bit stronger on the
Gilmans fmd road ranches than on more general history because
of the _rehance on contemporary records and patient research in
recording the former and upon not so reliable secondary
accounts for the latter. There are no footnotes although sources
areP usually riadlil_y identified in the text.
ump on the Prairie is a worthwhile addition to an i

facet of the history of the American West and a tributer?g zrlt:(t;‘t’
whose knowledge of Nebraska road ranches is second to none.

Donald F. Danker
The reviewer, former State Historian i
. of Neb A i
Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas. R L en ] et
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