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_, we hnd compnny tl sciun<l o( advc11Lun!rs Lhat Jul(] J,c,111 Lo Lart11nie11 pcnlc 
and fust.c<l 2 days W c prepared to fca~t t.hem well 
23d This d after going 11 miles camped 1 1/2 miles above where Fiah 
Cre~ tmptiea into the Platt · Our coml>any in conjunct.ion wit& . tho > 
liel>ron Com bol.lght a ferry boat to ferry O\lr waaona aerQIIIM gave · 
-~ · doUt.n- for • -op~r cow wen to h4vo it -for ~ ...... Y ·-.•,~ . 
,-~-~ f'lO t.bu1 it. ~ ln»ll to ~er.' ~ ~ .•n · ~,.. 
~~t~· ~~~~ ~ :~ \~ to CNll!ll :'.~ ,i,..-,,,·-~w. (\,,).,\. ,! 

· :our--~ ,:~~:,~• w:---•~ set ._n ot 
--~ ··~t, , 011r "feft1' ~t ~ -folU' <lug outa 

-~ ~ -+ur wanou ~ ita,ted acrollll .with · 
~ • Jit~r;,Jfl!: . U,.t wa, acoml)&,Oing ua : Whell in 

· . · ·• tJi• ma~ that was to throw the line / 
coPld . At· up~ .on'·~unt of articles being laid on it ·•• The ·'. · ·; 

. ,.it:' '. "' _ .. tu-1tream sttirl£epi taking the bo~t down tilI it 11truek 
··•;1'-a":f~\ pct:·capaiaed , '·Throwed out the waggon and other articles 

. , There were 6. men in the boat 3 got out immediately onto land and the 
. !Jti:: other 3 ~n top · o! the waggon bed that h.ad seperated from the running i\_:r,: pari !_· ·An.d J.B. who with speed went down the stream J. B. wns 
:;;A,:,;, :rescued When near the shore after having given up all hope and when 
:7'\ i his physical strength had failed by a man swiming in from the bank 
(/:;_, and extending a stick for him to take hold of The other two that were 
,:,.,, (. on the waggon bed were rescued by a horseman riding in and throwing 
.·,, '; · a lasso to them J. E. one of the men hnd went down Lhe stream n shout-

ing not for joy but for help and continued so ... till he got it The 
canos that had floted 1 1/2 miles down the slream we had to get apart 
by cutting the lashing drag them out on t.he ferry Fall lost the running 
gear to his waggon but got another that was left deserted We Jost some 
of our yokes and log chains we recovered the yokes and found chains 
that had been thrown away by a Com that had been overstocked 

25th Had th~ boat repaired and underway at 7 0 C in the morning 
About 2 0 C in the P M the Hebron Com got across A man belonging 
to the Ashland Com was drownded to day While Swimming a horse 
across The 3 last days have been verry hot 

26 We started this morning early had our kegs and canteen filled be
cause we were going through an Alki region and here the water but 
poisonous to drink The country we passed over had n burnd and barren 
aperence We pascd a man that had been i,hot and left in this 
wild region with one companion he had received a ball in his right by the 
shoulder . blade and the ball had lodged near the back hone These two 
men were the remnant of a Com of 4 that had started from Kentucky 

38 Farnham's "Fish creek" is not clearly idenlifiable, but it is 
probably Deer Creek, near the mouth of which was a notoriously treach
erous ferry across the North Platte which, nccording to other accounts, 
claimed over twelve deaths by drowning fn this samr. June of 18,1!): 
Irene D. :Paden, The Wuh6 of tlte Prniric S,:ho011r1· (New Yori<, l!M4), 
192-105. The Upper or Mormon Ferry above present Cnspcr, nbout. 
thirty mi\ea above this point, baa a greater claim to fame, however. 
In 1869 this wu transformed il1to the fiut bridge of record acroa tbe · 
Plath, 11eu ,rblcb. IIOldiera. i1'cl11dlng the ill•fAttd . Lieut.eunt :!a ~ 

4:; " • • .. • ~ • lr 

T-t ,,1;.,.."", ..... ~" ·~ ,., __ .-.. -

From. Ohio to Caf.if ornin in .18 ',!) 

1."1~;.-· flPnll;\,/ 11). ,~tlu•r tw,; t hr•y joirw,1 a ,·qwtd ••~ n, i,":<>11 ;· \ ,_,•: _'' , " 
- · • ( I (' II ·ti h·1el •:111:I. 111111 ,,.1111 • ,• · · 

i., ...... • 1ni-sounn11 011~· o l 11! ,nni 1' · ' · , ,. ,: : . " ,....,. .., l I. . l ' '\ •o ~: .,, .. , tnan L: l' . • . · .,._ 1 .. 1 . 'l'his is 11 lonrsomc oo :111~ c ,i,, · ' · · · • . , 
Wl\llllt'Clu,,:n.. .. . 1 ,. I.,,,,! 111 a 1, -:d t,, 
abled 1n tbi11 wild plMc- lny1111t on l11c camp '·''.1u111 . . ' , ., • ', l :, ·'. 

could not &trotcli out his full )<'uglh in So cl1•: :dil, .. 1 that '''. · I ' ' .', ' ' ' 

h I . J,howlf in the Jcnst .. And to movn him ~au;'. c,cl t,i,11• 1;1 .. , .. ,_1 .'.". '.'. ','. / .'.' .. ·, 
e P.,. . . l It looked ns if it woul,I n1111 uncl " .,f i, ., ;·' , t_, . , 1 .: . : 

~ )t1- "'. ou1u .. , ed th . 'fo ni1•ht c·unp,·d hv lnkr• ;; l hr-,., . , ... , , 
li.alP: fl¥, Ute tent to ,;,\ e rnm , ' . . ' . 
,._...,,.. , . •iliicd 11ubsuncc thnt some i;:11cl wag s:1H1 ·"''' ' 
.~by a cu,.... . . .. l . .. tll" tr- J.-< •r•n : ' :r •: r: 

:,.. . • ht hnd- tQ );.ce11 curcful JtUIW o, er < •1 · ' · · · :~'!/;::! ::d drinkin1t out of lh<'SP. allrnli _ l11kes \\'r• f:,lll l! I I\ I':· , ··,, 

· tll~ i.~acri,ti~n on the· head boar<.\ , y . · .:.. -
1 : ,-· •• • ;;; -~:·' .:,.:, • John Rr-own . . , . 

found .in th~ ri;er June 19 s})ot in \}14 head ; _:., . -~ ~ r l· \, r " i':: 
. . \ ti Platt till noon Snw 4 morP All .. 1 I ,1 .<' , ,, 
., We travleld aong IC . 1 {t u rl:itt for tlte }:\!!~ time \,\' ,, t, \,,1 . 

:; . crlstalyzed surface Here we e ic , . l t l~ . h o11r g,1;,1 .. 
. . th 1 to fill our kegs with wnter for the tll!\ \ . en Y_ • , . , 

. care oug l Id t. "'O to any st1 c:ll\l n h('arl tll t n,-.,'. '" 
books we knew thnt we cou no " ff ·w , . 

The rnss on the road near nll the oM camps is ea~ n.. . '.·, ,1::.' : 
ctoaml~' the gcntt.lc two miles off the ro11d to hn:d lhc·111 l a r.- r,I ,1 , i r, . ' 

( IIVC ' I' II I ""tl('I· 
Y cattle t.hnt hud died from clnn on~{ n ,a ' ,. ' . man . 1 t 01 -,·, · I ,, , 

I O Cattle not having nuy waler s111cc yr·~ll'n n)· n n,, i l-. ' . : 
28 t 1 U f ' . • ' \ I I ' • ] (' l I I' . : • 
dry thnt they could not be kept within hounds , Ii<, <,u_rmg- ,•"; . . . ,' . ·',' 

l , , I rr for wall'r nn,l we v:rro? -;" 111 ' ' 1'· 1111 t. ''· ·•~ ( ·1 1. , 
eo111c0Cllwmiir11) 11 0 . 1 ' \•·lri ··11 ,·• ··1" 1, · 
h11nt.i111~ tll<'m up th i!1 111orni111~ In ·1 n11l1•!l cn111•: " ·1 ,'. . ,' .' : \ ' ' . 
wnterc<l mu· cattlcli> after this W<! i;nw o11c 111111<'1 a ,•!'' i,'_I!- :'.;' ,. ,. " ' · 
nlknli springs and alkali lakes but none t.hul w :1s f,L tr> \I-". 1_~•- .,\ .'.' 

·11 r·1n"'s n distance of 20 rn Noonc<l tn clay nl ·!' ,_.,, , ' i 
to WI ow SJ! ,, ' II I '. ''' 

. I k fornwd in to a high pcrpr111\1cul:lr ,,:n un "'·'' . . . 
hc1c t 1c roe s 11rc 1 ti L I., l 1) •rn •· ,·1 ··•", 

f th l·oa<l We 1iassecl a g-rrnt many catt c tn I,• , ' I ', . 
Q e • \ t ti r II ( r (l\' I' ! I ' ' 

Wl'll1 Alkali and in one place saw 8 lnyin~ de,ll n_r,:c ,er., i,1 .· 1· .. 
l l ,~ phr" t,,.,,. ... , 

Herc to night nt U1esc Springii wns n inc . camp11 - , . pr;,.,1,;·cl ,.: ·; 
n uumbcr .dead call le that 1rivc the pince n hn•l wl1:r .. ~:,11 < ':111 ,.,. ,, ·i;.'. 
ncur here one CtLll sec over n Jnq~,~ st·ope ur cou11l1 y 

South l'nss 7 or 8 days journey ahC':t<I • 
S t \\ tc r ,.,·e cuH1•• t l 

20th This day we traveled on untill r,ot _to !,,·,\et .,,·t ~f a mi!P le:! : ' ~-
it near lmlcpendencc rockH This rock is a JOU . ,, , 
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nnrl 1/2 in hrr.11rllh nm! from 2 lo 2r.o fr,•t Jii~~h nrul J111vi11g n prrp1•11-
dicul11r side next the road This side is filled with 1rn111es t.hnt emigrnnts 
have enscribed thereon 
June 30th In 5 miles after leaving Independence 1·ock we came to the 
Devils gate Here the rocks raise lofty and perpendicularly close on 
each side of the road Here we saw the grave of a man his friends cer
tainly should of put him in some other spot The River here near the 
road seems to run madly through over a rough Rocky bottom with a 
quick desending current · A foaming roaring and splashing its spray 
by its waters fcrcely dashing again the rocks in its rnppicl decent And 
the high lofty rocks thnt raise perpendicularly nt its margin nt the lofty 
hight of some 300 feet hung portentiously overjetting over the stream 
The swiftfooted mountain goat and the Antelope that dwell in these rocky 
barriors Sometimes lose thier foothold or mis thier aim in leaping from 
one of these rocks to the other and are hurled mangled on the rocks or 
plunged into the dashing stream On one of the bare 1·ocks that came 
out of the above. the surface of the waters was laying the mangled body 
of an Antelope ' After passing through the Devil gate went 7 m and 
camped Here we took out our loads . And improved the running of our 
waggons by cutting 2 to 2 1/2 feet off the length of our waggon beds 
and coupling the gearing shorter 

July 1 st 
got our waggons fixed so that we started at 7 O.C. P.111:. went 6 mile!! 
and camped again on Sweet water Near our camping place is another 
rugged looking kanyon that the river passes through 

The 2 nd Having an early start we went and nooned on the bitter cotton 
wood creek The high Snow covered range of wind river mountain was 
here visible Saw a man today packing his effects on his back Crossed 
the Sweet Water and camped 

3d In sight of last night camping crossed the Sweetwater had to 
block up our waggon . beds then in 40 rods crossed it agnin42 the hills 
came so close there was no other alternative The first ford was diffi
cult in coming in we fasened on the ropes and the waggons down then 
went to the opposite side and travilled up the stream a few rods before 
we came out At the 2 n went directly across This P.l\L came to the 
Ice Spring here the for the space of an Acre or more had n kind of boggy 
aperence here by diggin 8 or ten inches through the ground thick bed 
of Ice as good and clear as it could bcH 

4th Crossed the 4 times today and camped on its hank to night Herc 
we run a lead cannon and bussted the 4 time we shot it D T 20 m 

5th Went up and down continually Nooned on Strnwhcrrv creelcH 
Passed 3 alkali Jakes in A.M. On the side of a hill nenr the r~ncl found 

• 2 This stretch was known, logically enough, as the ThrP.c Crossings. 
According to unsubstantiated tradition, the Pony Express Station here 
was the terminus of Buffalo Bill's regular run as a Pony Rider. 

43 The novelty of "Icy Slough" was noted by practically nil the 
journalists who passed this way. 

44 "Strawberry creek" is not recorded on modern maps, but it 
appears to be the setting of St. Mary's Crossing of the Swectwnter, site 
of the later St. Mary's Stage Station. It would be the next to last of 
an indefinite number of Sweetwater crossings. I 

From Ohio Lo C(llif on1 in i11 J ;: ,,q 

n l,1111k "r rmow of !~rl':11. ,lc•ptli nl 11,., _fool 

1 r,111(, ,·hniu•p for ta1owl,11ll11,i: 1ere W!HI I\ · · 

d t t to the rivrr anr\ to ha\'C the roa o ge 

of 11,,, hill w:1·, a finr •J1·r•:11>1 
J\l 11i1:lit ,Jr.,., ,. l !/'.'. ,,, ,,ff 

J~no<l 11:,::tun· l:! ::r'.11~"?1,. .. ; 'Ii 

shorthand follow] ti t I l rtr"q,,\ off in th 0 n;,-1.: 
l r· 1 nn ox 1a tn< ~ ·•, 

6th Were hindered some o Ill\ • . I l ft ·t fr r 1hr l:i•·t. tin1•' .1 • 
• fter stnrlt11J~ nrn t' 1 ' . Forded the nvcr soon n . , . •~• Ldt an o:.: nn thr i111t -.Hn>t t<1 ,!ir· 

3 O.C. A M we passed the summit ·. . . " ' WP h:1•:,· !'"'· n :, 
I 1 ·erv 1•nHl11'1l m il!1 ns.,rn .. 

The rond to day ins Jern v . • I . , 11· 1· l'C'J•io•1 \,f'I ., ... ,., 11 !,rr,• ,,.,,·! 
1 I . thrnuJ•h t 11!; n ,ll re , · · . .,.rent many < en< oxen · . , I \"r• , •. ,.r,, dr!', ,,,,.'. 

... ,1 (' lt(''\I' '\ ("111lfl J'11'1l1,1 ,, 
the Jndcpt•11<lencc rock often or J • •,, .' th,.' !1•·11,,·, Tl,r• fir ,I -.•::t!• · :· 

tl t . ·r<· i10t -11,1,• lo p11 111 · · ., 
!) oxen loose H\ \\ ( . ' . I I'· ·rr· ·11 •;1,ri111•·•; '.·'. 111 fr,.,,; •' . l f ti .-fopc W('l'C I ic ,1r1 it . . 
on the wcslcrn SH c O IC,, · 1· n ,,,· "I" 0111. r:m 111 '.'. 111 lh<' t,tL,--· 

I S . \"IS the crC'P ,. C Ill«' .. ' . In 3 from t 1e , pnng ' • · - · . 1 f PH• n 11~1;,: 11101111! :n n 
f . t t' on the , .. est!'rn SH c 11 · · ' ' · • side of this for the .,rs nnc . .. . . I . ,.· ,lit :~,n is !110!·,, 

I I ' we ha\'c hnrl no \\•001 111 .. 1J.. 
Summit For the nst < n~s . • . I ft for it i, t1,,, 1,,,,,\ n~r 
any now And we hurn !hi' w:q:r,ons that arc r , 

that we c:rn mnke of thrm . .. tr-•· til1 ,·:" rnnH 
I 1 for we WI'!'<' tn ,,..,t no JTI'11 !' \, n .. 

7th We fillcc our ,egs . ·rr· 1' C, ·111,;; Thr •. ,, ... 1 f,,rJ:" Thr• 
S \ 17 1 frcnn the l'ac, re' .~prr .,· ' · 1 . get to Dry ~ntH y 11 I 1 ti Ft Holl rr-:Hl \' .. ·, \r,"1, tY 

left hand one is the Salt_ lnkc ~ml t ;c o:.~cr ~~!,lets Cu!. nfi" 'l hi-: .\ r.~ 
Ft Hall road with the mt.rntwn o la ,inr,- '. ·1 · 1 T I ,-~ fh:1i: -,, ·:•r • r ncount of thick r Olli!' P 'll •, 
wns disngreeable trnv 111'.' on '. cl It I tr,., lhf" "'llHI in 111,r f:1•'"" ,, ;,~ 

, 1 l th J r 1 blowing w111 > ' • • 1 ra1scc JY c m < · II I, I· . of I Jr•, !~:P11 ·: 
t t ·t keenly l'ilche1l m1r t"nts on re .l,111 ·,« .· . 
o cu qu, ·c · ,, r I 

Stre•1111 he1:e nbout ,1 nl(l!; witlc anti " t '''"I' f , r G ., m1•r"1 .,,1 " ., p1;ii n· S lv a distnnrc o , 1111 rs en .• "' . .' 
8th ,vent to ig nm. ' I t'I tnmnrro"' l';,,·ht In l'i\'P fl,\r 
from the river on a bluff here to s ny , - .. .. , , 

. . 7 ~r.o f' l !hi' 111o~t fanH>IIS r,f all rrn~ ··'·,,r•. 
4~ South Pas!'!, rlP.vnt,on ,.,,, r.r•' 11 · ]p~~I !-iprchrnl:tr. '.','i\\1•,,·• 

of the Contincntnl llivirlc!, is perh_n!1!1 c;,\'.'rrP<l:~i•:\.WII' ;11i1:r:•li1111<; ":11~1\·I 
its gentle hut stcntlv nsr<~•!t the r,.1lrl,\I 1' l<'rf· ~t1i·,rl arnl hi-; nd:1·1\,11" 
not lrnve bl'ell possible. Jl1s<'\lvc.,rct .'1Y 1 '" ~ ~-1,·1•:"•~ 'r· ".r 1 ra"f"'r~ in 1 '· ·:•::. 

. , •. , 1,<:rOVCl'C'I. I\' J>., ··' ., • • ' · , I· 
Astormns Ill 1812, rt ,ins re-•· •. ,. ·t' ,•-('re' tho'"' of< ''1''"11\ 1,. l. 
1821. 'l'he first wn~ons to )'"11 J,1c!ns,,l1,: .:f .. l'llJ'i1w,.,r,; :·(•\•"·',•,! :,n,,•l .. .. ,. 

'll · 18'''' In lfl!,8 l 1110n ,II.I 11 · • . ... 1 • r, . Bonnevt e, Ill "':· . • .' ,, , .. t Cr<'~ton, \\'v1.1111111;;, 1 ,,.,..,,. • •• ; 

crossing- of lhe d1v1t!P_ l\C,\l \ p,P.,t;I , '1C<:c~sil,le 1;, \hn 111r111•··n1 (,,nr• .. 
South Pass foll into d1snsc, trllllllf,f '-~ ;,~, .. ,:la\~ hi,:11'.':,\j' h1 ·,·r·,-•. 
only recently with the c<)l,111) c 1011 o . . . 
Lander nncl Farson, Wyon1111~. f 11 . •·lnl'•' ·1w1 [' .. 11y F•-:prt · ._, 

1 "f' S ·i1q'"~ ~1'<' 0 :1110 H'1 .. ' . . · . . fl fi! ·I •0 At 'nc, IC . pl •s' · 1 \' !IT IIIIIIH'lll l'Ol111lH'l1\llr:1I Ill'.,'. <( 

Station is the Whilni:111 -· P}I' " 1" 11 " . st ',,1 11111, l11l•,- .I, \:\:\i;_ 'l i,,. 
~ 'l 1) cekhntron on ie ,H•. •' ' , <-: l 1· ,,..,,, ,. 
Imlcpcnc encc _a): · :- · !lhrcus \\'hit man an1l 11. Ii. , \''' 1.m!':, 
wives of the m1ss1011n11cs, roi11"v.lhc Or<•J:?;on Trnil. 
t.hc first white women tu . . . . ·, l ·111 1hr ~.lnn11n11 p,•:l~, • • I () 'rrf"ul cntl!Clf ('f \'VI A 1 -• •T The or11:11rn rt•f~011 ' 1 ·· c• ·1, 1 ,1J, 1, t'ilv :1•· f,tr "" ,·:i• · . '-' ( \ ) 'a•·,• (1 .~ll ' ' . , ' • 
sout.hwr.stwnnl from ,,nu 'r (•.·:·:, 1;ivt•;. in th,~ ::;11,:li-,•.1•:,1 ,·,,n••-r _0 • 

1>1··1llgcr on Hlark's Fork o ,111 n ' · I t' !'"'11· J'in•·r Thr• f; ~tT'h , . I ·\ln"r«l ,, .. 1 l l o " . , . 
present Wyoming, .t icm·c ";' ··ti .. th·i:, hir, ,JnJ~-lc·~ ,!, tour. ,\ft1•r, r••:'·;·-
Fortv-nin!'rS wNc unpn t icn: ." ' .. ' > 1,ilv '~"~twa r<I m rr ":,nh'.•·fl r ·, _< '.: 
in" the Dry Snmly, they stl,ulrll.1'1 o ,,,·,·l1irh ·tfll'r t!,r• rrn•·:·11H'" ,., ••1" 

l ' "l~n1·t I ·1 ,oat •. ' ' · I \ I ·' i · Off" or F:nn 1am !I . '. 1 1 r 10 milPs o[ w:tll'rlr:,,, ' 1·•:r-r · '' • ' ' 
Little nn<l Hi" Sa11cl1cs, co:1s1s :< llll, . ·'lie. ns wdl :\'1 t_hr fut l_r•1 ,l•··· 
... (~ Jt'vcr (npllllll PllllC'\I .,,, . l'""' f•tr·• atl:1111mg ,recn l . . , 11 , , l in Ire\ the r11t-off 111 •'••··· . , , ,. 
William Sublette, ~11c('r~s(u )I nfr "101,1·,,,, 111• li'trC'l\' hin1 i1 of 1 h" t ri;, 1,, , , . 

, l' { this ro11 <' " , ·• • 
ham's dcsr.n p_ ·_10n1 ; . , .. ,;coll 111 ,,-ii•cl liy mn II a ntl J,,,a:,I . 
heat: nn,1 1h11 st HI c. 
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kcclboats, but still required the aclclitional help of windlasses 
on shore in running dangerous riffles or rapids. In April, 
1848, for example, an eighty-foot ark carrying a colony to the 
New Buffalo settlement in Michigan grounded on a sandbnr 
at Elkhart. Shippers generally planned on a three-clay trip 
down the river and four or five upstream!~ 

. In 1850 one guidebook stated that about forty thousand 
barrels of flour were annually exported from Elkhart County, 
in the shipment of which the St. Joseph and Elkhart rivers 
undoubtedly played a large role.f9 Expanding river traffic 
was matched by a correspondingly greater population total 
that reached 20,986 by 1860, which placed Elkhart County 
second only to La Porte in north central Indiana.'7 

That St. Joseph and Elkhart counties entered the sixties 
with approximately equal populations and the fact that none 
of the surrounding counties except Kosciusko not served by 
an important transportation medium matched their totals 
indicate that available river facilities in the former were a 
decisive factor. In addition extensive railroad lines by the 
fifties and the Michigan Road created strong inducements 
which nearby counties could not match. Moreover, both St. 
Joseph and Elkhart counties offered a higher percentage of 
healthy land area than those bordering the Kankakee marshes 
and the four in the northeastern corner of Indiana. One of 
the main reasons for example why the Michigan Road was 
routed through South Bend rather than the length of La 
Porte County was fear of the Kankakee swamps. 

River trnnsportation was not an unmixed blessing, how
ever, to Elkhart and St. Joseph counties. In the first place, 
extensive water travel was limited to the spring and fall and 
was impossible at least six months of the year. Secondly, . 
farmers found it necessary to haul their produce and manu
factured goods to and from the streams, which meant a strug
gle over primitive trails and roads. Finally, even during per
iods of navigability, riffles, sand bars, and sudden storms 
created hazards which often ended in disaster. These dis
advantages gave strong impetus to the creation of better over
land routes and ultimately a railroad network which guaran
teed fulfillment of the most sanguine hopes for the region's 
srrowt.h. 

45 Ibid., 196-197; Hall, Letters from the West, 322. 
u Richard S. Fisher, Indiana: In Relation to it II Gr.ogrnpl111. Stn.

tistics. Jn11tit.,aio ,, .• r,,., .. ,., '"r• ,, ~- ·- • · ~ . -- · 

Docutncnts 

C l"f .. 1°,1(). from Ohio to _.,,a l or111:1 in i>·t . • 

The Gold Rush Journal of Elijah Bryan hir11li:u1i 
Erliled [1y Merrill .!. Maflc:i* 

ancl Eslcy J. !{irk*"' 
n 1 } l , 11'0 f!rn11,: 

The epic of the Cnliforni~ Gohl ~\,~15 1 rn:o. )(',~n '..',,c-.:;-•.Ti,:-
implnnted •1rnong the rom,rntic t.rad1t10ns of l.11-, ll ,t . .. , ... 

< < • • r ck'll' cyPd <:q11:11 ,,. 
sissip11i West. The histo1·1cnl rncmofr:r o ·1 , .. "er;<l ,, 't'" 
. l their trains o. ox-t rawn co• . . ' ,,-
Jawed voung men nnc ,. . t . "'l'l 

1 ·1 ·1· . doggedly across hostile praincs, n1otm :i.ms, ,, . , 
ons p oc < mg . ' ' ' . t · ~- n l J 'o<l ('~ 
deserts toward the setting sun, is cert:un ° :;~11' : 1e ) c. · . ·t 
those J·aclecl by the mcchanicnl wo1Hlcrs of tile rnH1-t,\·c11_l1r:t.1 

, f l ' l l n• "Ill' ''1'11,,. 
t • In the absence of gohfon nrn wis , <H : · • '· ; ··· · 1 •· 

cen lll y. . 1 •ir\rS I ,,,,t ,i• ·· 
bacl{ nJJOll that seemingly roniant1c era al!( " .,_1 -· "''· 

~ l f C rr, 'J'l:\ t,·r·J'!lll'f' 
to might be an emigrant bount or :i l!'..1 . , , , . , ·., .. : 
l\I~ny fail to nppreeinte the fact that nn "ern!?'.n:l_' 1,\,,''',':.; 

who. mi1rrates from," and that the place o[ <ll •::11, ,\'·:.:. :·: 

lll·storic•,\ly of equal interest wilh the pl:1cc o( dcsc~.i,,,•.1.1 T;. 
<· • 1. [ • l t 'ip•v \ f .,. --,1·t~ 

Tl . "F'ortv-niners" were not Ca i or111:111s, H: . i' , , . , .. · ..• , 

Pe11c111sylva;iians Virginians, Ohioans, ln1lia11a11~, lo,·-::rn> :1;1t! 
' ' ' . 1. ll \1 . ,('11 <-'.!•,t•'" n! .. •l•t'1esofothcrslalPsw1l1111 ,c- , 111• .. . ,., .. , . 

1 epl CSCII ,<l I\ . . r • . • l ·)' ,,(, hv t~\:I 11•; 11flrl! · 
1819 Easterners all. fh1s fact is tmt c1 rn . i . . . 

' · • 1 l l cl·0r ,•lwrllv 1·"' 11n1<·1l. mentcd inslaHCCfl whercm t 1c f~o i sc . ' .. .,. , . . - -. . ·. 1· 
I l 1 'f'hrr<' 1" 110 "'\' · " 

l . ,'J\ 1"'1111<'<1 lo his l>dovcfl HlllH' :11H . ., .. , •. · "' 
( ISi l ul · , . ( tc. 11rr"l1'11 
knowing whal proporLion _of _lhe cm•~~r:rn_ i; i:<: . I c-(:•1~1 ·, '\H'l "~ 

but some scholars arc hcg11111111g to snspetl lh,,t. then nt ,m . .. 
1 . l tl1"t l1istorhns have ovcrlonhed s(1m1~th1111t. 

were eg1on, an<. n .. : , . . , . , · ~ I 
\ .. There was, in fact, a (10Icl l,nsh in H\U,' ?·, . 
1c1 e.One of the cl isi llusio11ccl was El ijnh Bryan 1• a rnlin'.11, c_, l-
izcn of lndinnn not rclnte<l in an~' way, Ml fnr a:.; is 1'n~'-'· 1_1. 

t~ the Thomas '.rcrrerson Farnh:1111 whose 0.:irli0r r,:n1·r ·:: rn 
. . I I ''()Ill.., l·11'l\''II In l,1<:tonnn, 

I G . t lVrslcrn l'rmncs rnv1~ Ji c " ·, · · . · · ·. l w :r1 ca , ,1 .1 , /' .,, i, 1, .. ,,,,.,1 
through pnhlicalion in Ueulien <~. I "'':'.' 1'~ , ~,_r,' 'J' ~ •. ;:1 .',:. 
1'·. ·1 se .1·cs The existence of the F.h.1 :1h 1 • 1 .) ,\ll l ·11 " il ·. 

1 a·vc. . 1 • . . c, • 1 1 , t ,1 . I 1· I sec\ to the writer wl11le ,,!iJH'rm ,,11,.r•.1 . ,. 
Journn was < 1sc o. • 

l' . T N· •inn·•.1 , ,., , ,, 
• Merrill J. l\lntti:s ii;DH<'~'.ol nnl ltl i;l°t!1~11,I ,;~J~\•;,1; ,\\~\i t~,,d,,·,,:,; Ir-/:; 

Service, United States epn1 men ' . , 
in Qmahn, Nebraska. ..,T 1 . ~•·•• •,. fh~ ,., . .,, ,>,,, *" Ei;lcy .l. Kirk, n physician of ()mnhn, ,. ,.. ,1, ,., . t. . . .. . . . 

of F,lijuh Bryan Farnhnm. 
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Scotts llluff Nalional Monument in Western Nebraska, by 
Mrs. Carrie Bell Kirk, a daughter of the journalist who was 
engaged in the pleasant pastime of following by automobile 
the transcontinental route traveled by her father on foot. 
After an interval of nearly ten years since the discovery of 
the journal, and one hundred and one years after Farnham's 
memorable trek, comes this opportunity to publish this valu
able addition to the source materials on the Gold Rush. 

Over one hundred overland journals of 1849, either pub
lished or in manuscript form in library or family possession, 
are known to the writer. The Farnham journal, the newest 
addition to a slowly growing list, is one of the most honest, 
most faithful, and most revealing of this notable group of 
documents. Devoid of vain literary flourish or artifice, the 
obvious trailside production of a man too tired to write grace
fully, yet withal observant and intelligent, the Farnham jour
nal is an important chronicle of a major event in America's 
adolescence. 

Elijah Bryan Farnham was born in Chenango County, 
New York, May 11, 1825, the youngest child and only son of 
Eli and Amanda Farnham. During his youth the family 
moved, first to Salsberry, Indiana, later to Cumberland, Ohio. 
It is evident from the literary style and penmanship, as well 
as from certain clues contained in the journal, that Farnham 
received a good education, including some medical training. 
Marginal shorthand notes suggest also a career in business 
college. Little else is known of his boyhood, except that, at 
the age of eighteen, he enlisted and served in the War with 
Mexico. Undoubtedly this military experience brought to him 
a measure of youthful excitement and wanderlust, which well 
qualified him as a participant in the momentous California 
Gold Rush of 1849. 

The end of Farnham's overland diary, in September, 
18-19, leaves one in a fruitless speculation as to his movements 
of the next few years. It is possible to surmise that he had 
only fair success, if any, as a gold miner, and that he returned 
East before long. Such a conclusion seems warranted from 
the complete absence of any knowledge as to his subsequent 
residence in California, or any evidence of accumulated wealth, 
coupled with the record of his marriage, in 18G8, to Ann 
Brough, which event, according to family tradition, took place 
back home in Cumberland, Ohio. 811rvivi1w c01-r0'" r ncl0"~•'•~ -

Fnim, Ohio to Cnlifoniin in lS\!l 

. 1· l .• l· l ... '"tr<·••r. I l\11'i!11•: 
l LI e oull11H•s u i1f, ,t _c, " - - -

en·ll>lcs one lo rnee 1 · ·· 11 ,, 1,r1 !' .. ,·i111••t'l 
' • • \V· . J , crvcd with Company • .~t'ti>' ''. -- ·· , · · 

the Civil ,u ie s . p l •. W •·llhed1\', ha\'illl! ('l\ltsl<'<i ,,11 
of Ohio under Cap lam c u c, · _ - t 1 _ . ,)·7 _ 1 ''I\ 1 
0 t 1 : ') 18(il aucl being ,\isd1arg<'1\ <111 tl<: 11 '.'\ 1 - 4 • 1."'_ .· 

c o >Cl • ' ' I I . Ohi > hl••r t,dwq•: np a1 i:, -
After the war he laughl two •;~ ., l~~ tlietl on lh•,;•pmh<:r 1\l, 
ing in Greene County, Int iana. c1 e , 

1898. . ·p of inl,.·r.•,;t. 1 fo; 
Farnham's family connct~l10~\1~;J1 chil11r(:;1 nf Elij:d1 

mother, Amanda, was the Len l ol.., -1 l' · n•1n· \\'·1r r1•l:1l ,·,1 
B olclier of the ,evo ll w ' · · ' ' 

Richard ryan, a s N- 1 1. sl·llPs1ti·rn \Villi:rn1 .i 1·11-
t • of the noted e )ras ~a · ' · · ' ' . to an ances or 1, .1 who \\"lS on0. of fo1_11 -

• B . . llis wife A1111 ,roug 1• '· - · nmgs 1y,1n. . , l l . 1 (1')(~ ('lnior1t Ill\' lO 
. 1 ·11 · was born in Eng am Ill · ,,.,,' · ··· : _ . ·• .-
teen c ll c 1cn, . 18 \'1 She pn'c<)<b\ tH)1 1111.,-
this country wilh her 1mrcnls rn . . . ,_ 
band in death by ten years. l l l 11c•ct of the Farnhaii1 

U st rem '\l' rn > e as -
_Pe~·h~ps 1c i~~o ~he' seven chihlrcn of Elijah :,1,d 

fanuly JS its longe\1.ty. Of hters yet survi\·e, {'iyc dnug-h!1•1:-; 
Ann Farnham, all frve ta.u~ ti~ <1J"lll1'\tic overlm1cl st,1rnp•-;\,, 
whose father was an ac o1 m 1 ." '.11 .'lt <,1· w,·,r Si:111ford, ii 

· · · 181 !) All \\'('l'C )JOI ' - ' --to California m - ': · ..,.._1,,., 1, ·::rncis J\lo(H\, 1,oru in \;-q::>. 
G . Count'-' Inclwna. i, ,ll) t' . l -- ... '-, 1eene J, • l 87.- co•ih11llt' ,, 1 (·,-11 1• 

l 1-:>JJ N 1-a Durch born m < ·'· ' and Ade.a r, a o' _, ' 1. . ·1'-'71> ·utd F,·a .l:,n•· . ... · r 11 Kii·k >orn 11l " ' • . in Indiana. C,\1 J ic ,c ' . 1· ,. in N1•l1•··1•,1':1 wit:!•· 
l . ]87'~, arc now rcs1< 111t, .. , . ' -

Carter, )OJ'll m · • ' . 1877 is now li\'i1w in ~,\ _ 
l Florence Gracey born m < , - ., 

Amanc a ' ' ' our survivin~ v,hwfkhildrc·n. 
Louis. There arc iwcuty-f II l' . f Fli j·ti1 FnrnL-,ni 

Only a -few seatlcrc<l _rcco cc 1011s o •.·•• Ilis f111·1 
. ·f ll surviving ih1whl1~rr,, i.e.. . " 

are oblninnhlc rom \C - 1 '1: ... a 1100r place to rais 1• 

1 . 11 ntry hr· from sc 100 s, , 
was in a ll Y cou . , ~ ul traveling. He was gone frnlll 
children. He loved l c,1~~111f :f time being often i1wolvecl in 
home for ex~cncled p_euo~ SJ As a 'Methodist, he was a lN'

trading of chstnnt ptopci t). l 1 11 l1c11•<•('1,·1(·\, the rhihlri'il . · 1 . t to c rn re 1 o ,, · -' • 
totaler. His fan11 Y "en . . t · l'·•[·(-, 1•c the hi!•· <' 11 ' ·n u 1 · 1 their p·u en s " , - •--' ' 
often riclinr in rows _e lllH . , l!H~ chil;l·rcn OH his 1:nr:r·s ;1!\'I 

fireplace I• arnham \\'Ollld l.111\:-1 c,111"1·1\g so1w,; or telli11~ tlH•111 
ti and clown w 11 c ,, ,.. · •~· · !Jounce · 1em up, .. r rtll--- ,.-irl~ it ~t•1'1:1" . In the usual nurnnc1 o I . '" ,, . • -

of his expcncnccs. . l rttl 'ltlcntion lo his t,llc•~ of tra·,1•l 
that lhe daughters 11aH i_ .• c' I. I 111>\\' •111n-'iV(! onh· i11 I!.:• 

I . l I<' si orH"' \\' 1 H' I . -·rnd war-·- 1<~ro1c .l'I .• ~ ... , 
' , .I ' . few ycllowi11v IC'Lt,!l'H. , , chary ,lfl( 111 ,1 . , ,, ·I, idl'lli ic:d di;n·i1•n i11 , ,,- .. 

Actually, thci:o two nc..ti .\ 
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spectively, of Dr. Kirk n11<1 Mrs. Moocl. It seems rensonable 
to conclude that the former is the original, carried overland, 
notations being made at the end of each day's journey, while 
the latter is a rewrite, prepared more leisurely at a later date, 
with descriptions somewhat more flowery, and some travel 
data added .. The contemporary original is the one herewith 
published. It is a green leather notebook, with folding cover, 
measuring four by six inches. The leather is of rather fine 
grain, but faded, worn and cracked with age. The paper is 
of excellent quality, ruled in ledger-type horizontal and vertical 
lines, now quite faint. The script is distinct, though the ink 
is faded to a brownish color. The 211 pages encompass the 
period April 19 •to September 23, 1949, spent in traveling 
from Inde~endence, Missouri, to a point about three hundred 
miles from San · Francisco. In the second diary Farnham 
begins his account on April 2, telling of the departure on 
that elate from his parental home in Cumberland, Ohio, thence 
to Zanesville. • From this point he traveled by boat down the 
Ohio River; passing and leaving impressions of _Marietta, 
Portsmouth, Cincinnati, Port Williams, Louisville, Evansville, 
Paducah, and Cairo .. He changed boats at St. Louis, from 
there traveling up the Missouri River to Independence. 

April 19th - 49 

Landed at Jndependence Mo · it is a town of about 1500 inhabitnntst 
It is a ritch and fine country about here We were here and in the 
nabourhood until the 8 of May making preparation for our long journey2 

While staying on the line of the Mo state nnd Indian teritory we were 
visited by an Indian who sold one of our company a stolen horse that 
was afterwards claimed by a white man a setler in the nnbourhood 

May the 8th3 This morning our train of 8 waggons on the long con
tinuous journey before us we had 29 yoke of cattle in nil And our 
loads was 2500 to a waggon consisting of provisions for us all besides 

1 St. Joseph, Independence, and \Vestport were the three principal 
"jumping-off" points in 1849, their popularity being in the order named. 
Kanesville or Council Bluffs in Iowa, opposite present Omaha, wns the 
favorite rallying ground of the Utah-bound Mormons from 1847 on
ward, but travel westward from this point was relatively light in this 
first gold rush year. Nebraska City and Leavenworth did not come 
into the limelight as outfitting centers until the late 1850's. 

2 It may be presumed that young Farnham, in the pattern of the 
overlanders of 1849, joined up with a group of cnthusinstic neighbors, 
but at no point docs he identify them, indivi<lunlly or in company. 

3 Although grass normally appeared on the prairies by the first 
of May, a rough late winter in 1848-1849 delayed its growth and threw 
the pioneers of the emigration off balance. Departure dates on record 
range from April 16 (William Kelly, An Excnrsion to California 011r-r 

. • . 1 " , 'I From, Ohio to Colifnrn1n w. ,, , 
\\ L h•,d ,,,: ,.;, ,1 

' '\ . ·ni11!,'; "'\\" a ("Oltl ,:,ny .n .. ,. . 
2 years clothing for encl1~. l 11s mi:\ ti1i~,n~orn111r: T, .. ,, !IH' ,.l,\ .·-:n!•. 
a husbaml last night ln1nng \~1c '' il·c. tr·1vil 11:1i·1 urc hr•n' j,; I.,,,, ,,., ; 

1 t trc•e l1l to< ,\\ s . ~,___o..,trul_r, Saw J\I one . : l\1nrl<' 12 mil•.''• :uHI l,nmpC',l 
there is a large r::u1~r. of it , . . . '. llw p:1r:,iP· .i,,..;,-.,: ,:,,. 

. t 7 0 C ~t-lrlr<l nr::1111 °1< 1 . • . • .. 
!llh This mon11n~ n .. f I ·. ·11 ,, .. 11,•r '"•-.·pr:11 \11,1•·•·: ,L !' . " 

I .• ., f\!I{\ Olllll l :II • 
(1 •1y fou111I one 1:00< !lpl in._ ( t· I t· ' I . . I l (l Ill\ )i' 
went 14 mi)cu:rn\J)('{ 111 SIi~ I I II A l1·1hi' -ti j1111 nf :\!I ~ 

. - (j ~()(lJ\ )''I''"('< I•· , ·', 
10th on the roa<l at !12 par'.t ' , m. nf\t>r thi-:itcJ'. r, n,il•·~ t"ll''" : . ,. 

who a< ivaletl f1eltls 1110\1 . I I ·r,hlv wi:h 11·•1 p:•i11t ,,p,J . ',, 
• • 0 t1 , w<•re parnlct up 11 , • 1 , , .. 1 

sqund of mdrnns H.y . lw·1rfish lookiiw: f"\ l111•1· ;,,., r•-n 
n hideous ugly wrinkletl <lnetl np_ l 'f ti trnin•: Thr. ,hir f h:vl l•''I" • 

the road for the purpose of he~1!1[1'.gl ol'l • '1~,w~1<I~ llw •.d1il1••: '!l:'' ,1,;1' 
• 1 · t show I hetr H " 1 ) • · : •• of recom1m nt1on o ·. . rihe if we \\'nul,I !:i,r 111111 :i ':1 , I 

offcrd us t.hc prolectwn of his l I ••'thoul UH• ai,1 nf !111•, l''' '.' i. 
. I thus had to , n ,. l t l , . • 

had 11one to ~~1,•c an< . • (nr lir unr toh:il'k" hr<•:irl Ill' :1 "'_1' ( . ' ; 
force The rest of them hci::r,erl I 1 . of r, ,·1•11lr. 1,•: !-'h,11.I m,: :, ... , 

. •1·1 1·111 boys gol a n11m 1c1 . . ,. . ,. • ·' 
\d ment nnes ic 1 c · · • 1 ·'ti 11 eir ·1rrn":•· \. ,. ' 1' 

0 ' . I f ,j () r 'j r<H S \\ I 1 I ' 

1 'ltinrr them :tt the <lls ancc o . l · I· lit:•\ wr, lia•l '" i•n 1111 
11 " • 11 ·crry r.\ecp 1,111 ,s • 
t ,0 creeks to day one wi 1 ,. · • · · r ll Cnlr•ry J:,.\'.l!'. :i•;i,.•,;~ 

,~ . I t t cd on :1ccnu11t o ie 
Passed comparnes t in s. op . . 
thems Days travil 15 miles 

r ', l (•I • I I: . l '. ,t ~irrnt 7\',·1•rf!l•r. I , ,, ,, , ,', .· 
II J'roirir Rvdq1 Mv1rnl11111~. m11 l,1r; ,· Co11nln1, '..'. ._.,,I,: .. l,nn•l•-i:, . ,\! 
;-p'/~rotrgh t1i'r. l)ig11i 11 11-~ (('s'~'.I _n1rm{,l~~::1; "1,'nmtirr L11d/1 :, 1:, '"'_' 11 ',',/''1,' .. ;:.' 
I ~o 342) to June 8 ',ua i ' • , . N lh"<•" ( '"111"< '"" . 
ti,) Gold R11r.h (11;,1 1,:ur/1I cr11;rr111,1,l\1 :'",, t,; 2'.~.·· Ti, .. 1~ \l, .. i :1• i,!• •..• 

ic!l) while the majorily_ rnngc( tom a. ~ 
P· 1 <l' 1 s 11carly median. , ... -~~ .. n ... 1 sc 1c u c wa. . . . the Farnh:1111 1•:>1 1 ~ ·" • • 

• I-lerc acrain is an tn(\1c:1tinn that 1 wei.,ht i•: 1""'111,11·, .. , .. ,. ·l \ . 
't;,< I l of ,7r,oo p<,\111{ ~ I • ' : (, • 

utfit. A wagon ?:1<. -·., G . /,• to Cnlii11,·•·i•• 'i. 1•>·,1• "• . . • 
aJge ol E \Vnrc 1'/tr. F,1111!71-uHI:, ,,m 1""?) ,1.10 TJ, .. P· 11,r-1•.tl .t . 

osep 1 ~. ' ' . l New !err.<'\' ""~ , · ' , . .. 
the 1849 edition, l'nncr. on, · ' '\,;,'.r, 11 rnfre<·, t1•;,., 011 "''".·. •:·• " 1:: . .''. 
consisted of f:nch staples. ns flolnl~;nl. fir'r:ll'lll~ :1111\ :1,·,·r ··•. ,1 ,, ·, ''.'" · •. I 

• · (!ric-11 fn11t :IIH ' • 1 ti i'h ·t l""'"'''·: ,.,.,. · 
senso11111g, _nee, I: ute;1sils rtlHI cxlr:\ c" .11'!', , .. • 1 '1 I ,,· •:.,. ,., 
too1!1, l,cclcl111g, coo Clllr- . ., 1 . . ' • 11'111 ~('C nl•;n n,n," 11 1, .' ,, '" ,' 
1·11vestmcnt of aro111HI ~,.IO /pe1 l/10,·,,_. /111· ()l'rr/1111,/ l·,'.1-1" ,1,_1w,··: _( ·,' ·;, 

· · 1' /c1· A I 11111 1 ·' l , 11,·1l•· 1<1 1 P ,:, 7'1 I'i·nrrtc 1·n1•r. , • fl ·1te111•· mw 1 :i•: ·1 ' · tC :\ "\l)'l'l' \l(lllS , . . I ' . I l•· """'' 
York, 18J\l), 30-37. I: ,'11t~ ··111rl. f:1111ilv hei1 l11n1w: ".-.,111, Jlll ''<'1'.·::', ·,,,;; ": 

I I es:ls int ~ • · ·l f·1•·n1 '"' , · · press~~. o~ < .c' : 1 ·\, 'l'l :'cal t\r." wt·rt' o·:~·n, unt, , .' 1·· \ ~.. .\ n p·:t r:, 
litter the \rn1l SH,. ic_ . ,th st:1111111:t a11rl p.1 I< nr,. -
or mules bec:nrne of lh<'ll' sl1t·.':'· lil iti\v i[ ~\'n1::o• r:ww tn ,•;n1:". 
unanticipated divitlcn<I wns th~n ct 11' i;nta Fe Trnii fnll<r.·.e-l \l;" c;.'.':_t 

5 \Vestwarrl from_ I n1\ppcn< ~1~cc t iili~!'O\; ri-1, :rn'-':1 ~: l ii;<' 11rn:· 1 ::'_ ,.\ i 
11 p· lge cross11w \he pie. en I ()J·ith<' N• ar l"' ,. 

off .u~ . "~ ti;c \\;pstp~rl hr:1tir_h 1w;1r p1~!'.';1' t rtl;,,., ... ;, .. :n.l t" p:i1:1Jl"I 

~~~rd~~~~1
,
1W'ansa·!':, the r'.'.:1_<1 '.o r.a1,1_r~;· 11~{;/~;;1~/ {.-<' 'I'! :iii \o t>,n ii, "'·'" 

the Kaw or l{ansas ),I\C.1, c,n111, •· 
ancient way to \ht' Fouth":st. nc<' pnwcrfnl t • ihc, ,•:h11 ,-.·r•rr- t•t .. , 

n Possihly l\nnsa Imhans, n o ... 
I. ·,ncv ~ .. · ty~• t·,,· ft, !lit' rerluccd \.o men< 1'' • • •. r' Hi\'cr. '11,r t'! c,:,•, 111 ,, ·' · · 

., l . ('reek •11HI lhc "'nk,11,1.,.1 
1 Cn p n 111 , • • • 1 

southwest o[ Lawrence, h.ans::ts... ,e inrt. of ~!rw ()r\~:!11" :-,1;,l ,): 
a Asi:istic cholcrn,. hrough_\r.1; sI -~~o~I ;\1~1onr: I h" Fnrty-11nw1 "· .. , 

steamboat to St. Louis, \\'rc,1 ,cc 1, 
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11th Saw a wolf for the first time it came up to snuff our vill.lcs 
while we were at breakfast. 
The country here is 1·olling and presents a butiful scenery The groves 
of trees along the ravines between the high raises of table land gives 
the country here the aperance of a lung continuity of parks exhibited 
on a grand scale And the continued succession of table lands one 
portion exalted above the other with uniform raises like the steps of 
stairs look as if it were done by hand for some horticultural desig-n And 
one cannot but be deeply impressed Ly the grnnd beauty of the llcene 
when he looks over this until his gnsc is lost in the dim Llue vista of 
the Jong extended range Dais travil 18 ms t,•<~,._ 
12th The aperence of stone here was a rairity Land less rolling The 
road good not much cut up and hard as a pike ~cn.t 26 mj)rs thjs cla)(' 
and encamped in 4 m of the Kansas rive,,r. B•~ ":>PR..•...,"~/IJ;NIC>~j•,..Jf.J ~l>\ 
13 This morning we started at 4 in order to get to the ferry crossed 
at 10 There is a smart little town near the crossin ° Then went about 
2 miles came o a s ream w1 per1endicular ba11ks10 There were about 
60 waggons waiting to cross We camped until) they should cross it 
was verry slow crossing the teems has to be rough locked then a rope 
was fastened on to the hind end and the11 by the aid of 20 or 30 men 
the waggons were eased down It generly took 10 yoke to haul the loads 
up the oposite bank 
14th This morning we g-ot up nn,I crossed the creek 11nd as :;0011 11:i we 
got across it commenced raini111r hard We sloped the train here we 
tried to make ourselves as comfortable as we could some by getting in the 
wagons some under and someby getting on the lee side of them Overlook 
the Hebron company and camped with them on soil-dirr crec k J) T 
10 m ~pL-t>•e.~ G«.6-~ t - . 15th At •i this morning a man encamped wilh us died with the collery 
he had a wife and children they went back A young man that was 
hired to drive team showed much regret at going nut it was a duty 
he could not neglect 3 of our cattle got away last night on acount of 
its having been so dark and raining it was late when we found lhcm the 
surface of the prairies to day was low aml flat now and then cut up 

· effective remedy was known at the time. Conditions under which the 
emig-rants traveled aggravated the i11cidcnce of the disease, and hasty 
trailside burials were commonplace. It has hccn estimate<! that five 
thousand emigrants died from this cause, including those who succumbed 
on Missouri River steamboats and at the border towns: Georgia Willis 
the Gold-Rush Years," Missouri Historicltl Ifruiew (Columbia, UJOG- ). 
XXXVIII (1943-1944), 260-276. 

0 To judge from mileage figures given, this was Union Village, 
near present Rossville, Kansas, com(losed of a few log buildings housing 

· traders and ferry operators. This was several miles west of present 
Topeka, where there was a later crossing of the Kansas River known as 
}lapin's Ferry. 

· 10 Small but stecp-siclcd tributary Cross Creek proved to he almoat 
a more formidable obstacle t.ho.n the big Kunsna River 
tht · 'Potnwatomle, tomtwhat more imaginative than 

.·'."-,,;:,.,;.•,-t,> et~ 11, toll bridge. .~ of several •~'i rr.O!lluru • 

From Ohio to Califoniin in 18',fl 

ii 
L,y deep 11 arruw ra v icncs 

'l'ravil 20 m . 1 ·inl fi ·, th'· r,>~ (i l,cf, .; .• 
lGth Had to take out our l'icks arn\ ~pa( ~s ,;1 ~o ll;,. hi; .. , .,n,1 .,f ' h• · 
we could rross the crrPk \Ve fa~lcu<,il iopct,sl ,< l,·ud· Til'l,kd 11 ·:tH, :' i ., 

I I 11 ti n lnc·k 1•01111' 1 ,n,·11 1 • • ' wuggons an, 1c < ll'I ' · ' • . 11 . . . ,\ h- ·•l •t frv of Ill• h . f nd s,>lll<' w1 ' onwu:s ,in .. • . 
l>ull U\> the opposite one ou · · 1 1· · . JI T ·· • r I . rren•nt phl"f'S 1111 \ IC I' . l!ll<; _. 
There was a large palclws o t. ,cm m , i . . • . . I I t . •·I "I' !!, ; . 

It . 1 ihv \\'Pr<· 1·11111111 • ,, •· 
l(itll \\'c h'iving Broke an ax•• 11 ' 1' 11 • • 1 1 · .• , 

I . • I l 11 . ,,·,·I 1•1·<111 Ill !l . Ill! ' " 
eveni iw li!'fnrc 1wledin1~ our plm·,, s l'Jl · 011 11 · · 1_:·, ,· . 

' I I Lhl' n,·,,1 ·11 7 o <" .. ,,, ,1. , 
17th had the nxcllree repare1. an1 wasf· ou. .· " 1' ll'l; WP f11u11d )-y i l ; ,, 

f I · k" cool dm1k out o ~!ll!.!.1!..•,...!.!l:·!.!;..· ~!.;.·..i.:..~=:~-;~ 
pleasure O (J'lll'lllg a . J . .j I' n 1:ntiful stn•am oi ".' ;it,·· 
.,;,1,.. of the road After our ll c,1mpc< • . 
~ I U • l i1' hl11r·• :, II T :> in 
18 \Vas on the road P~\rly . at noon l'rnss1•, ,c ,, .••---

1 11~ th<' l 'T\''" 1:-\ 1111 1 ,,,, 
l!llh Went 22 miles lo a r1111in1{ slr1•11m IHI< cam1•"' . . . ;1:;(i,;,1~ '·in,l 

. h ic roac hut finer nm o a mo1 c n11 . .. " 
high ere as 
20tl Sunday lay still · • · 

1 . d l wet wclhcr slrl'a1n Saw :, hri• ' •· 
21th Went 22 miles and campc iy a · . . ~·.ti, t i:, ,l• ., 

1 b r I t( i•ethcr thts )l\,Wlllll!~ • 
and gr~om to day ttlhat _h,ali '~'1l~ct'.;c wa>s, a co11si1lerahle wran•:lini: ::i! •· i'" i 
some distance u P 1c 1 o,H . 
mess No helping themselves to bread . .. . . . ... .. 
22 had n rold morniri~ \Vhil<\ c,atin1r our 11011 11 111 •·1··, sa\•: ''"t;'i".'.'' _· .. · 

. • . . . ti ~ PV<-Hit1ff'" pa!tl lht• Colu111lnl•~ :1tH . . 111'1 

lnplll~ 01•1,r Uw pl,llll 111 . l( • l r 1 «i·w jl,i,,r e·;ttl,. On 
, u th·tt wcrn laying still on a,·o11 11 0 " ' • · . • · · 1 comp,111y • I -r 11 1,111 fn"h\HH •: ,,! 

tl . I t of the 20th thicr caltlc tint w<'rc rnr <·' • . ,. . . 
1e 111g1 · I 8~ I .. , h oul t,t .. .-1 ,wli 111·. 

the Jight11in1t d1nin~ a thunder storm an• , ,, , . . . 

had rccovcrc,d hut 20 
•'I L"1111Ps awl llw11 w•·ud, ., l ,,ur " .: ,,· ;, :, , .. 

23th Crossml 8a111ly Cn,<'k \ 

. . . • . f 1 , I \·; ill1 U,,. Hh•·1: 1: r J:i · 
11 The Red Vcrm11lw11 is not._ to,,11)1. .l<1•!~ ~l_s.'·' ,, hi,•i1 Fat i,ii ·w1 ·,·r .. . .. , 

·11· t ·1 t· rv of tlw Hw • 111 "' 11 • • · · Vcnlll 1011, a n 11.1 •1 • • · • 1 • Art.Pr <•ros, iiq~ th,• 1:,.,\ \ •·t ••"•! ,·• ,: 
two day_s l:itnr ,,·.1Ufw11t ':~llll~~~ .. ~t~l' '\l'II c11urs1• :iln11g !\it• 11,1r!h l•··•; !: ' . 
the 'l'ra1l swerve< 10111 1 s · · · I 11 • J'h\l<' 1'i1,•r 
the Kan~•i:; lo climh northwcslwaril tow:1 11 1' · . • f ~l· ... . .. :• 

, . • , .. . . ·, flhPlli1•Hluf',\\t":Ln , .11 , .• \'; . 
12 Ju~t. heron,! llw ,.1nssll1f. 0 1 · I" . . . l,\· Iii<• 1., .. , ,,d·l·1i, 1, • ·• • • · -·11 tl • "St . o ro:11, 11!•1 ' 1 • · - -Kans,\S, was the JUlldlOll \\l I H.c, • ,· .n l1 ~11··-•·1111ri ·n \!l(·ir ;i,•.-. ·llll •J:: 

f · l who chosp ,-.t • ns, P • ' ···• ' • • ( l numbers o em1grnn s I. I . .. . 1·1 • .J\li,·s,,nri :ind sonwwh:il ia1 .wr 
· 'l'l · t ,•n w·1s ug H'r on · 11. ·• • · 1 l · i •1 · pornl. 11s 01 •- . tl·t 11 ,. w:is :rn appn•1·1a>l' ~-1n.11r'. , 

west ihnn Indep<•11clen<'I!, so f It-' .. r\~-~~ of lllllll<'l"llllS ·'c11t-off:;'' •:i f}ip 
laud miles. For ncco111~ts o. 1,1,.;·111·s· 1•l"l<I ·11ul ltulh l:ai111•s (,·d~ . ). ·t . 'l' ·1 S<'e l !'l1rff1·1 I . • ·• . I I 1· '' Call :ornia rai, · ' '· . • . 1111 ,1 (}t/11,r /'111,, ·n: (I • . ,. •. ,, ... . . 
(;u/cl Rush: 'j'/1(! .l 1111 rmil.~ •. JJ?_UH•:t:"i•it, 11111/ (',,ii,•,.r,1i11 i1/111ill!/ .. I: ·,··, 
1iornu11h Hri1ff, C111:t"''.}• 111 '~;~;'"?~"/ cNe'w Ynrl, , 1i1l!I) , n11cl Pa;·itl ,\1 . . 

ci111im1, April ~:. ':?!!· 'U',1 ~-11i~/ ' The ()1•rr/11w./ J,i11n111/ o( l ~·r··::1 ,· 
- Po~tcr (ed.), : 1,~m toll ·y",i,~,°11 (New llnvcn, Conm•cLJcu!. }!)-In), ih-f-,l. ;; 

<Jeige-r awl II """kmn'.i J, "Ccuon County Nt"l1ra:'lkn. ' 'l'ho · J11lfll' ,-t;\r;~ 

. tAt~3n11°:1~0 ~~,!'i ti,c"~,.,:': pf l}w .~i;tul'iC?' ~11<1.!~11~'.!'1Y -D1.r•;111~'. '..~ ~'.:: ' •• :).;: : : / 

ll\ulld 11,·11 Jli .. kuk ,uul '*tho Mc(,1mlt·A IP'""-' . ?\, ·, ·• .,. ,. , ·~.• ·. ".{~ .. · ·.· '.-' .'. -'"~-'.' ,' ,., . ., , ml ti.t.-•'' 1114• •~ •\!atf"•O K'f"~;-,.-: •J• u.· "''~-,r .]t¥1~Jeia ~1Ma.i1t• .. tf~ .t(ldrJl•!(~,,;.;, -~~, ·-~:IK a.r,s:c; f•~•"- • . l • f. ' , pmil' m t~•~•J U•m·•', ,·: 
i . u • l ,. o, ·• , , 
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the big blucu · Snw nn indinn villnr.c nt n <lislnncc Herc we first nee 
1n·icldy J>cnrs 
24th had two heavy showers today one with hail once lightening
struck near us Went 15 miles and stoped. It rained all night 

25 the wind blew the fine rain in our faces the whole day left the big 
blue at noon At night camped by the stream of pools16 

26th at 4 0-c P.M'.. Came into the Valley of the Platt it is about 6 
miles wide and perfectly level There was a number of encampments in 
various parts The plain was every where spotted by the numerous herds 
of cattle a grazing on the luxurient grass 
27th Sunday This morning as we wended our way up the river we saw 
a great many teams that had stoped and the companies Were lightning 
thier waggons by throwing out some of thier load We saw large piles 
of bacon that had been thrown out from the overloded teams Some of 
the companies when ,they are out of wood make use of this bacon for 
fuil We stoped and camped at noon No sooner had we camped than 
some were m·aking ready for lighting up We had some of the bread 
taking out of the boxes and put in sacks and thus got rid of a good 
deal of weight It was lmposible to keep the bread whole or clean this 
way Yet we were forced to submit to this inconvenience and econimise 
in this way and relieve our cattle of every pound that we could for 
the roads that had heretofore been good when on the lcvil were here 
Sandy and the wnggons pulled hard over them and from the information 
that we could get from guides They were so for some ways ahead 
We also throwed some beans out Some of the company that had some 
rough boxes Tried to get up an excitement to have all the trunks 
thrown away But as it was alowed by the constitution for every one 
to have a light trunk and ns the majority hncl articles that they wished 
to keep secure those considerate schemers could not succeed Days T 8 m 

28th This morning after going 3 miles came to Ft Carney or Charlesn 

15 Farnham apparently didn't know it, but he had long since left 
the Big Blue behind and had since been following the pleasant valley 
of the Little Blue, destined to become one of the first outposts of Ne
braska settlement, which the Sioux ferociously attacked in 1864. 

16 The emigrants saw the last of the Kansas River Basin at the 
head of Thirty-two Mile Creek. This is possibly identical with Fam
ham's "Stream of Pools." In the wide valley of the lazy, shallow braided 
Platte, the Oregon-California Trail was joined by the Nebraska City 
noad, which boomed in the Colorado gold rush of 1859. 

17 Fort Kearny (originally Fort Childs), named for General Stephen 
Watts Kearny, was established in 1848 by a company of Mounted Rifle
men, the first in a ~eries of forts designed to protect overland trnvel, 
to which next year would be added Fods Laramie nnd Hall. It wna 
nn unhanclsome, squalid affair, built first of sod, Inter of collonwood 
logs. In 1849 the commnnder was Cnptnin Benjamin I.. K Bonneville, 
famed for his c:-tplorations in the Far West in 1832-1835, immortnli1.ccl 
by tlie pen of Washington Irving: 'l'he Roclc11 Mo1mlai11s: or, Scenes, 
Incidents, and Adventures in the Fa·r !Vest; Dige,qtcd from the Journal 
of Captain B. L. E. Bon11evillc (2 vols., Philnclclphia, 1837). Abandoned 
in 1871, the fort stood about seven miles southeast of modern Kearny, 
Nebraska, south of Platte River. The site, now a Nebraska State Pnrk, 
is marked by earth disturbances and ancient cottonwoods. See Lillian 
M. Willman, "The History of Fort Kearny," Nebraska State Historical 

· Society Publico.tions (Lincoln, 1885- ) , XX I (1 f)'.l()) ? 1 r; _ •1 ir: " · · ' 

Frain Ohio to C((lifornin in /8.'!:' 

s r the hD\l''P': hPl'I' :\I'!' l,111 111!1' :;l,q '.-' lii1J1 ·:•, 
ThiH is l,ut n :.;111all • 111 iontl ... ·111· s·<•Vf'l"1l \p11\i: i·r,1npll''•· 11:<· -,:11,, ,;·· 
I 'It f I I tlwsc \og-e 1e1 ,. 1 · - · ' . • ,. 
JUI . o Jl\t < . . , •• I t <-l'll conw f'f nnr ;::11'\ln:;:: '"!) ,··. 

the fort is of mud also \\e t11c< o :· o.( ou;· k·v\ ·1L :,alf ·.,.l,:1' J , .. , .. 
but could sell nothinrr hut a small portion_ • fo. ,\\',:nl .,=; 1:1il, :; f·:1 •;,.,. 
in St Louis Powrlcr we coul,l IT<'l nnlh1111. .l . 

nnd camped • 1 l iii<· s. 1 ,1 : '.• 
l The hroa,1 ri-.·<'r on onr n:•: i 

2!Hh Got an enrly ,s,tar I I ffs ·1111\. ri\'cr run p:n:1hl ln ''"'' :u,-:t:,, ,. , . 
bluffs Oil our left Ihc iu . • ·1, ·t Tl" ,·nil l11•r•· i, :::,, .. ;. 

l . onlv r; or r, mi r-s np:u ' . l 
the whole way 1c111 ~ • • 1 · t -1 11,,r,. .111 ,1 tl1< ···•· :q·.• f'li · 

I ·t I There nre ! ircc r:11 s , .. 
but blnck nm n c 1 ' - · · \Ve• \•Pr'' Jr:1n1L t.h:•I :'." '.' 

'ti ' •ons for ns far as the rye enn !:'<'C . - - ' 1, ,,. i '' ' 
wi.1 \\nfrn tl "~\I,~ snw thre<' nw11 s\:1•·, u, .. ·" .1 
waggons wcrr. ah encl of us on ie ~'. \ ·,: . The mrn g,:nr:1 ly \.i•l l ';, ,i. 
States with thier knapsaks Oil th1c1 ,ac ,s 1 · l\•"<1 , .. •11q•;1n•; V"i,w 1··:,·'. 

t . t Th(•n· was a so · ' .. ·· , · · 
good Speed ns tlwy :\·en Jl,IS , .' • <I hi•; 1 wu r:mis Thr, r,\,! 1,1:• 1· 
to the ~Hales belo111~1'.1g lo nn,,'.•,l~I 111.1:1. t::t comp"ld llwm !o t111 II !, .. ,., 
l I I J one of Ins lcr•s 115 accH c 1 11,.·d 1 ,,, 
inc ffO ,c'.' . ·.. ,. l .of the hoys wns so cli,·apo\11l<'• .. 
much ngamst \h1cr \\ ill o1 e . I he ,,·c11t 11•1r.! II~ Thier ;,111!,:'. , ... , 

1 • t nrs evl'n w l<'II · · ' · could not surpress 115 c, . . · l lh0. rivrr h:1111.: :lln··•"· . . 1 ,ck Th is lllJ~lt t cam pc< on ., . , 
had received a s.cvc1e c lt 1 · 1 . . h\'('l'V'\'h<'rr' "P'>:1,,,I ._. .. ,1,, 

ti s Jicre ! 1e P :lln is ' · · · · 
n huddle of o. ier cnmp. . ll . I ]1orscs nr<' r;r:1,·i11r; nn \!c: h:"i:·· 

I us Jir,nl of r.·it e an< · · · · · 1 tents anc JHllllCl'O. ··. • ·1· t t •;o IJU\11\' l,pi11,::; c•11liV!'lliin: I.:• 
l It is ·1 f111c s1g- l o sec . . I . 

ient pns ure · ·. · ·, f· .1, 1 f J•<•ttiiw ,.,-w,.l :•11.f h·" '" "'' ·i 
l' • ph111~ \\ C ,II f.( () • • • . I ' 

dull mono inous • . : 'r Th<'Y did not n1:tk1• a lo:,,\ fn" ,-,: , .. ; . 
hufnlo chips !o do our r:oolrn ;· ' th·~t lo !m,k nt nw ri\'Pl' ,,·J,t·!• :\·.·.,·: 
The river banks here arn so ow . , 
from it it looks the highPst U.T. 20 m r . ·1 i .. ,' , . 

. . f wet pile of 1,1:tnli•·l~ "! 1 "' 1 ·' 
30th This mornmi::- g-oll out. o a 1 I ,.,.,;.li1w "" :11•,,11nt .,f ii·: , ... ;,,·., .. 

• • • 1 the 1ii1•ht 111u \\'<) \\'l'r<' :i ·" · · · • v 
nu1111'.f~ II . ."l ·• . 10 0 clock l11•f11r1, ''-'<\ w,,r,· 111111,•r ,., :•y ., ' 
So U11s morning- 1 \\,l~ 

Lyle E. ~1:l)1tor, "Fort Kea rt {1II~"(( ,;;:1'~t·i1;·;~_:f;;~:·( lJ)( n: ,·· ~-.', '· .··. ,, 

Ilistor11 (Lmcoln, 10l8- . , , . , . ··~ r ~lw rnil'rafi,,11 wa•. P. '·l';• 
,a The Farnhnm party ro1le U1c ci _c./l' o,,il Ii<'"" ."" .l """ :'.1 i •·: ·• ·• ', 

1 l f tlw [\[1,••()1t1"/ '' I ' · l ' nee," a corrcspomcn o . ; .. 2'1 ·nn waf'.l'ni;; 2~:111 •. \r:n p:i · '· . •· · 
from l•'ort Kearny that, on ~1\1_)1'f · '. ':, ,, llv .lune (i, "p111iJ'.l':lt1l ·.<.:11. 1 • • \ 

Post-:J7:3!l in all to iblc, f<~I (.,,1 I llll n1.1. U . I h"l rr••?1i1w i,·1! t !::,· 
· · 11 r ·11i"hi1w 111 11\1 111 ,C'r. P " • · , 1 ' 1 , ... ,,w I were rap1c Y < uni · . : f (}ro T v<'rnnl<'1tl ,•::'./;"II'.'. :, "r<' 0 

passccl thlc fo1t.·t,l clxorlfu1s1;,~;:,, <~h-1~;• fitlF,;;_.. Auot her i·,11Tl'!'Jl"i::1,,.,.i ,,,k,:•,· ;: ·. 
woul,l ma ,r n ~1 a ~ r · •. , 011 s then'. 11p I" .1 1:lr :, ::n' •·.-:' · · 
nt Fort Lnrnm1e co\11tl<'cl ,,,.,Oll \1 ,11, • , .. ,~ '11" ,\ llif'l'l \': a:l.111:: t' -1. ! . 
lntcd an_ avcrag-e 0 t,:i, ~ 1,~- pc~?;,~,. 1n:.~,:;;.;~-(';i :<.;,,~i,·111, :-: :-:. ( F•~'.~) ·, :>i:1 . I 
1'1<blicci.t1ons of th~ nc ,1<1., ,n' . . · ,,ss :lf·coiml•:, it :1pp1·:n" t!n, 1 • •' 

20'3 On the ha!ns of surh <'~<'\\tin ... ,. I h,• 11,,. 1'.c•11t .. :..t 1:,,,.,, ...... , .. , 
. • , I . . • wltn \\"I'll! 11\'"I :1111 • 

in1111hC'r of l•or Y··111111 ' 1!, ltl ·1 l ·1 ·1,, 1.·1, •. ,J· , .. ,1i1,1:it,,, h:"·" ""'''' 1 '! ·1 
I I •>r C)llfl' 11 111\IJ' l 1 :·, · · \ '/ ·· nol havt' t'Xl~<'I"' ,,, , .. ,, ', · I \\'I ·1. '/'Ii'. /·'11rtu ;,;;,u•r•:: I . ,,.,., .• 

to r,o ooo. S«•c St1•w:1rl l•,1111\1·:.111<11 111 ''(Nc·:v lh\";. 11 1·.,n1t,•di,·11t, I'.' '11: · 
' /'f · 'f tilt1Ht I ont,o · ' / t' l( ·. of thr. (,'11 I on» 11 · n , . ' V, .. , .. '/'/,, t.:/i,·1111irl,· uf I,,. '' ' · "•,. ·, 

Archer llullH II ulhi,rl., J, o1 111-, 1'111• , :··.I I'' Jlri••·ir•: l r ,·.-·I,,.,,, d \, .. .,,,. 
v I 1'1''1). a111I o1•:,ul ,. ,.,... I , . ,,. •. ,, 

1'-n1i! (New 1orc, ·" • •1 \\''II' II T•t1+~n11 (l'hil:Pl•·p, 11 :1, ., 

wilh wnl<'I" color p:1i11li1ws >)' i 11:1111 ·1··· 1 '·,··,11,,.,1,,l 'li<' 1•hi11. ,· ' ,. 
. I l ff· l \1111' \',' I h' I • ' • • 

'"\Vilhoul !hP <lriel ,11 ., " < t ·:t i•1 tlw I n·•·I, .. ,., I'~ ,i1,,·. 11, . 
I I I C II j n ~on• S r:11 S l · · .. ~ t I · . 

cooks woul< l:l\'C "' · . ·1 · · 1 " .1 <;\•imhr•I fur•! ,.,rt.· .. '"'' 11 '" ·' , . f ti ,rent "hot<; ( e \':l(· IP, • . • . • . . 'f , , .. 
virtues o ic pun.,: . , . : 1 1, th<• fur lr:q•1•• ·l'::, !lw I''"'"'''"· 
Siou:<, wen! f:oo11 «\1scn,l ttl Y · 
Gr1•;1t. l'l11lle Hout<! . 
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thrnugh n town of prnlry <lo1Is 'l'hcrc wns 1i tract of ground a mile 
square in extent crowded full of oval mu<l houses and populated by this 
canine r•ce ;.~ little vilagers will set for hours on thier houses a 

. ba.rk\1\J At.: PIMtr ·PJ •J\d at the nenr approach of any person will 
c)µmp.0 •::~ief ~ 'th•t lead 1-to the top of thic~ dwellings Some of 

'',fq_.~ ~ fl' ·~~-6fl~.aa~y viUngcrs na U,cy WCl'e OH top of thier . 
. •~~ ~ )l~-~J Jft ~Y ~tor ,]tilling them .for the othei-s would · · 

· ·'.,\~~p-$ P,4'. .. ~ ~. m -~ ~imals are abo\lt ho.It as large as 
,, r~ dea,l of . the •same build and ot a reddish brown · 

. :·; :. " , •.,·GlM ''.•f our hon~ to day , Thia night we camped 
,\~. .i~• "'1 ot·wood and water done a good deal of cooking 
;Js;r-,.M:~ ~fed,~r immergel)ces ahead D.T. 15 m 

·, ~f;,fitb:'LTnit~~r·•~rted off in a ddzzling rain which continued wilh
,· 1,~t ~ for the whole day this was mixed with sleet and the wind 
, ,'.'., blow.it.ti\ard in our faces the road was muddy and hard to pull over We 
; 4aulle4 c.u.r .wood from the last stopping place if we had not of took this 
, prceauti~n we should have been out of fires for wet buffalo chips are a 
. ·.· hard article io burn and even in dry wether this is the only combustible 
· materjal in these parts D T 20m · 

June the 1st · Today met a train of waggons loaded with buffalo skins 
:from Ft Larimy21 Three antelope were brought into camp this evening 
on which we made quite a feast 

June 2nd Still kept on our river course The bluffs that still run 
paralcll to the river arc here on fire The islands in the river are also 
on fire2 2 

3rd lay by this night we saw the islands of the river on fire it showed 
fine 
4th A days rest so refreshed our cattle that they traveled off quite 
11imbly The road in some places approached within a few rods of the 

20 _A full acc?un~ of ~he historic prairie dog, a (]Uaint phenomenon 
of Pl:nns travel, 1s given 111 Theodore II. Schdfer, "Historical Encounter 
anti Accounts of the Plains Prairie Dog," Kunsns Historiccil Qua•rtcrly 
(Topeka, Hl31- ) , XIII (104·1-1!1'15), 527-537 . 

. 21 Fort Laramie, the remains of which are now preserved as a 
n~twn~l monument twenty mil_c~ west of Torrington in Goshen County, 
\\'yommg, would become a n11htary post soon after another company 
of 1\lountcd Riflemen, within a day's march of the Farnham train ar
rived at that point. At the moment, however, it was an outpost of the 
American F'ur Company, which once specialized in mountain beaver 
trapped by their own help, now bartered with the Plains tribes for 
tanned buffalo robes. Swarthy of mien, riding aperch their rouith, 
humpbacked carts, the caravancers, usually French-Canadians or half
brce<ls, gave the emigrants quite a romantic jolt. This particular irnin, 
11otc<l by other diarists, may have included Andrew Drips, old-time moun
tain man and manager of the Company's interest at Fort Laramie, who 
is known to have hastened back to heudquarlcrs at St. Louis about this 
time knowing that big changes were in I.he wind m11l 11nxiou11 for in
sirul"lions. 

n l'rnil'ic fires were delihcrnlcly scl hy lhc IHdians ns un auxiliary · 
in the 11ursuit of game or, in some cases, lo spite the invading white '· 
man. Just what waa afoot here is not. clcnr, Ahlo n11t.1Hiw ' • 

From Ohfo to Californici in un11 

These bluffs arc nH·re sand pile•;; 'J'lw suil 111' 1•' i;, I,'"';' .':.'•'.' 
bluffs I I f H iff·il > Ill' tl1w·,· '";•, v .. ,,L 
sandy There was a herd of t 1ousan1 s o l • ' • · ,· ·. , , _, .; · .. ,. 

off U1e road to hunt Went 20 miles Grass nol so }'h•1!ly 11 ~• !.,. " 1'' 1 ." · 

6th · Aboul 10 O.C. carnn lo tlrn I 1,tlt whrre """ h:vl to ~-rps"'" ''.;'.'' 
. · I t ''/1 f ·1 ·(''(I'"'' II JJIII•· '" •·Ill !, .. ·· 1·ivcl' hem nt the fonl IR a 1m1 "· o a 111 1 c.• •' 1 .,, . · •• •• _ . _ 

. I ' I tl l r, r 1111)" '\ , .. 111,. J h' ' n. fil"JJ\OWlmL .vcn\urrsonw underla 11111{ u a cmp ' ' , • · 
.,, l I ll t ~ "'\llllf t ''£''' ti"• l,r,l t <;>Jl like this whcro the wnlcrs arc so mu(< Y in ork u ' · · · . . . , 

of tho sti·enm · l\ut we dl'ove our teams through wa,J,,,J 011 iD·h ••·, =111 " 
· ti I I J 1 (\ \\',, 11:,d t,, 

· found the wntcr to be hut 3 1/2 frni 111 rn < CPJ"'!; • I' : •· · . . 
exert ou1·sclves in wading to kl11!p up with our l':itlh, wlwn piil!ll!l: i·, 

as to hurry them and not alow 1.hnm to stop iC 1hry ha,! \'."l' ~-brnl,l ''.1 

been stuck The bottom is compoi;cd nf qui~ksaud aud lhP w:11:r:'.''.!" '.''.~ 
constalltly settling down This scUling snakes th<, ,•.-:11·1:ou:. :' ·~_f':.' 1

:• 

The shaking woul1l not be mol'C over a rough rocky rn:1'.l I I,, 1 ' \, •1 ' ' 1 

J \ 1 l le nf'I' ln1c of '\\ i\l'.!~ Jilt~ 
large concorse of trnins on cac 1 mu t n111 .~ 1 ,, . _ • , • . . ,, 

. · wilh us There was a great many Sioux l ncl1ans hr1' ,ti I l, • 
crossmg . 1 Tl , . •ir,, •, 
fordH These are the firnt of this Lnhe that we 1a\'<' sc1:n . 1'·) • • 

)roud noble looking race of good proportion• lall i;~'.'(lllg' ulhll'\IC a_1: 1~ v.,ir_": 
lwrscmcn They ilre,:sed with \illle c\olhlllg : J he_ vnly, ,"'11\l.1,~ ~~i,l··• 

t f ll\ nl ha(l '
vns •1 url'cchcloth over thir.r !ups. I h<'} .. nl\. •.· 

1nos o c ' • · ' · · · f ' 1 
great many ornimenls the tusks of animals pearls an'.1 :;lru.'.i~~ 0 _w·~''."; 
'!'hey ornimenled thier mocm.ins with heads One_ T rnli:111 111 ,_,!, ll h un -r :'.. 
in having about a dozen Pawnee scalps a w::1n111; fl\'Pl' his sh11uld,,i ·. 
One of these nakedly dessed Indians lo<'.k q1nlc a f:rncy lo :''.I•'. c•~ _ll,':, 
women tll'lt was tnwcling in company with us and offcrr,l he t l,u~,,.11. '. 
before he: face 3 horses for her She must of folt_ lll'r!<t·lf hirdily f~·.\!l~i',',1 

I cl illy wcther thPsc Indians wrap huffalo hul(•\; ari,111HI th,:u !,, .. , 
11 1 1. f I l l'itliu 'J'lw fksh 1nri thev 11r11i1w·11L wilh d,frr:rr•:,L serves u so or >Cl c , ,, · · ., • · . . · II .. 

f . . b, >aint This night ca111ped in a mik of tl11t·r i~ra.tl'l '- ! ,_, ... ,. 
1gu1es } l · 1 t' ·t t·r .. ·i"'' "1 Squaws nnd children came to our camp h>n11, 1 '. 1 was _in ,· > "·.': 

nen ''I t ( i, hu1h'•)•~ .,.,, .. 
to them to observe our uuisy doings l 1c n.ien · o " 0 · • ~ •·, · · 
brou1:ht iu off which we 1u:Hlc a h(•art.y uwal , 
6th This mornilll{ We wern Lruul,le,I in f{1~lli11g- slarl<'d Parly 11 11 :t<·,· .. ,, i_i• 
of some cattle having run over the bluffs So as lo tnke us snnw l11,.,, 
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to find them It commenced l'nining ns we rrot stn1·tcd We went through 
the indian villnge of wigwams This hns n population of about 2000 souls 
Their tents are made of dressed bufaloe skins sewed together arc round 
in shape with a pole passing through the top The Indinns old nnd 
young stood outside of thier tents watching the long line of cmigrnnt 
wnggons thnt were n Jlnssing through thier village 'l'hC'y eviclently nre 
much wonder struck at the crowds ngoing pnst on these plains thnt 
never was untill late years ever disturbed by the rumbling of a wnggon 
wheel That seldom witnessed the apperense of a white man to disture 
the monotony of this natural wild over which such swarms arc now 
daily passing At this time there wns a solid train 5 or G miles in 
length and was over two hours a passing through They took a great 
fancy to the women that were in some of the waggons They do not 
understand the value of money coin and would as leve have some trinket 
of equal brightness \They highly esteemed our provisions and would 
give a pair of. mocicen's for 2 buisket or a robe for 3 or 4 pts of bcnns 
We left the sotlth fork here at this village and went across the bluffs to 
the north fork camped on the banks of this stream 
7th and 8th We kept up the river sometimes over the bluffs but most 
of the time over the levil plane About the middle of the day of the 8 
On the bluffs facing the river found some ash trees growing Wild cur
rent and rose bushes were grt>wing also After this came to a range 
of rocky bluffs of quite a rugged like apperence 'l'here wns good springs 
of cool wnter running from the foot of these Cencler bushes grew upon 
the sides There was no scarcity of rattle snakes among the rocks 
I saw 3 of enormous size about to pitch a me once as I got so as I could 
look over onto the top of a rock that I had been climing I jumped down 
quick We got over the bluff into ash hollow25 it is so named from the 
quanitity of ash trees that grow here This is the best looking place 
that we have seen for some time it is cool shady looking place fragrant 
with different kinds of flowers of which roses and jasamine are the 
principle Grape vines and current bushes are plenteous We had to 
travil late tonight for when we got out of onto the plain was verry 
narrow and a perpindicular rock hemcd it in on the side oposite the 
river and when we did stop we found verry poor grass 

9th This morning we went on until! 8 o c and then stopped to graze 
our cattle After we got started again picked up a man belonging to 
one of the trains ahead that had shot himself with a pistle while loading 
it the ball went through the c-alf of his leg As soon as we camped 
to night a thunder shower came pouring down upon us 
10th resumed our journey We are now going through an alkali region 
it is said to travil cattle through this when wet will cause thier hoofs to 
come off Found musquitose plenty where we camped to night 

11th Started off lively this morning and was not crowded much with 
other trains there being but few in sight Saw Chimney and Court house 

, 28 After traversing the section of the North Platte River Valley 
now inundated by Lake McConaughey, behind the giant Kingsley Dam, 
the Trail apparently climbed back up on the plateau, then redescendcd 
into the valley at Ash Hollow. This is approximntely the route now 
used by U.S. Highway No. 26. 

Vrom Ohio to Cnlifrin1i<l in 1!11,fl 

l r C:\nq1f'1\ opn!1~t,• f'l,1\ltt 
rock this fon:110011 l\l II dhlnn_c,: nht•n1 u u!l 

house rock tonight it rained nv,n1n ·t (''11•·111•"· 
. . . th snndy road an,l \\'0111 Io n]1pn:;• c ' ., _. 

12th Started agnm o, CI c f 1 1 oC't·~ 'H" 1 hu" 11 :rnw,I 01t 
l 1°n Th!"'C' two a orr11a111r< • .... ' rock nm cnmpc, •· ··' · 11 !I .. r.,r ii,: :,-.•,·1111,1,•1:•·•· 

I lillJ' '\ l'll\11'1 holl!H' 11, ll ,, I , 
I\COUlll or the one n•:;<,lll I • .' . • ·l ,. f· ,•!fll'\' Tlii:-: 1'' ,,1,,,,.,: 

I . ·I .18 1~ spen nl. .1 ,, 1 .,n1 •1 . 
of. a hu1~h c umnc:y i-;111 1 '. . • 1·. I . tl ,t ·,1 11·1•· 1.,,,,11 1n1wh 11;,,1,,,1 

• .l' ·t . \, '\ •1<·c ~; !OW H ' ' . · · 
200 feet l111rh hut the ull ,l Is ,. ". ·t . It hll ·q,·trl ii i,: /'<>n! 

. ti t I Jool·s so that now 1 · m 11: 1 • ' · · it is spilt at IC op am . ,. ·1 r l Tlw ·1clin11 of th,, w:,t,,,. i•n :: . 
pose,! of hnrd baked ilirl 111slc1 o roe' 1 . . •.. hi 1\>t··n i•1i,, ,·,,r:· :" 

f 1 t I . the ili~t·l!IC<' ta\"C \'- 1r1111: . . ' ' 
hnrd clay bluf st ta :iy Ill ··' ·.. . .. ,·ll<•" \\';\1 1 lld•·r 1•,,·• · 1,. 

r., ·l · •ilh rP~ular hastinns C,l., " · · . , 
shapes i' ot icsscs " ·11 . f. and 011r11i•·0,l l'lnir<:ltt·s ,.,:, ., 
Porticoes doors win1lows houses w1l 1f1roo s • I t- 1··1·1,·1• 1wr1•1"11li::11hd:-. 

. ti ti h u s SC(•lllC! " ' ,• . 
Uiicr steeples nnd s111n·s icn ,c 1 ·1 . ·, .. 1f t11<""t' C:ri ''" to J,,,,1: i;i.., ] t t lC 1:1!' ( ( .. . • ' . ' . 
in a cimicurcular form arou1H :1 .•. ti T ]1'11\, ·it· thi: 1•1:1\·•·' 

\ 'It . II artlv e11comp;1:si;1t 1r. H'lll " · • ' a rcgul:i.r .1111 \\l\ Jl, · . · ·t rit,• 1,-,rth· ,,,,:;,• tn 
' . • ti t he is hC'hol1!111r, an arn· 11 ' 1• · • • • •· 
one almost imngmc i:1 , . . l 1 ~t w" }1:11I wilh u~ Thi~ ,,·,.1 1,'.l'\ 
ruin "'c here bur11cd the last ,,,110< 1' il,l .. 1' . .,,it, In,,,.,, -,,:rr,· J..iJl, .. J 

from ash 10 ow "" · · • · carried in our warmons '· ·l ... r r·iifl ,,,.,)1111 ,,,:1i••1l ,. 'th l::,i\ 
this forenoon To night hn1l a hevy s JO\\(' o , . q·. , .. ,.,. 

. . ·tart1•d it was hol h,.r•:i:1110 f(•' \I.!'. ' . 
1:3th It began to mm ::IS ,~c s' . . l r . •· 'J'J,,wp h1'1ff" .. , .. ,, 

. I Scots hluffa wrrc ahcn< o ,1.- . . • 
some of the miry sues ' . . , of fur lr:Hll'l·s h••:1,J,,d I,r :i. n,,,,1 •. , 

so callccl from the fact _of a p:ulyll 1 · i,, r 1111' ,i·,,·r :1111! 1..r1 h;," '•· r 8 ot ~C't h 1111 out Oil I(• I.Ill • I - I 
the nnmc () • C ., . I. 1 l \\'tlS fn11111I hi1rh l'll tl11• 1,1,if,., ,·:· 

· f l ti c next spring irn io< Y · · · • •·· l11s u e . i . • I 1 I . lolhin"' he was; iilPnt rf11•<l . 
ti ty of tr·\clcrs nm >Y 11s c · " nno ,er par ' . 1 I <'<I hen• thr u1111H·ro11~ r:•11;'.· .. 
Here the bluffs were cnnouR y r. in[' . ·• ' , .. ,,, ... : 1,i;,:'; 

. risin the other ~,de of n J,\llf'." "' f-'· ·.-
of bare clayey bluffs . g the top of them (':t<'h r:ll1/''' )"!\;!•111''. Jq:.;·, 

so close ns to seem t.o he s'.~t o;~ ti ~sc were wroiwht by 11i,, rn:n'·" :-'., 
high the further they well! 0 . i .. , 1 .11 ~11(1 Pie 1J,.,•p cut r:1 ·:i'I• ·0. 

as to have t.hc appcre11ce of a city on a 11 J r' . . -.. rros,• rf n·· i ,-

1 I 11 e '1JlJ1<'J'CllCP O "11 Jll.\11' ', .. 
tllat run dow11 the sic c~ assume< I , .. . ·, . 1 ·11 ·,. • .. o1•• ,,f 

' \ Cl'l'IH'<' '••11 c• V 11 • I., nnd gnvc it u compact nrnl l'<'J:u ar app' . . .,. . 

l Cl . r , nod, hot h mi•nt ir,nrd l·,y :-i.h 1,,•t 
20 Courthou~c Hock a11( iimn ) 1 '. i·~r 111 t 1 .. 1,•pJp,·« wli" Ji;,,.I ·1 1· . t ·ere n ,•·c c,mw l c i, , ... 

nil overloncl trn1 < tal'IR s, " · ' · · i•l·tll<' fnr the )':tst ~('\'l~r::I ,hy~. 
seen nothing but the low, rnonotonou~I f n. l"lllt"C <;f pidnrr~qur hii!". 
'l'l1ey were among \ he adY'.rncc r:1i~alt' ~1· ' I r',,1: •1·,,·p 1• for I,., inilr•s ;, 1"''''. 

•'Jl· t JI lls w 11<·1 ex •.'Ill. ·· · r • ·• todny called the \\ 1 'ca N 1 ·ti, l'h\lP Farnh:un ('clwl"' nv,s_l . ,,, 1;' • 
the south b'.1nk_ of _ll_1e f~1 ..• t .his imavin:i\i"n in dr,;rnl,111!: t11•~ 
contemporaries !11 g1v1ng i cc i cm o . ' 
freakish fonnat10ns. . , S ·nll'•· ,1,,.,f!i ,w [y;n <':-:'.1ctly 

27 At least fort V horrcndrms vcn:1nn_s 01 '·'1· I t·•·1,• r,,;., I r•1d,-r \Y:1 •-rPn 
• t · ·1 · rnnl" ht't'llllllllff wt 1 1 • • 1,. nlike, appear 111 r:11 JOI\ ·• f;'. c<•rl'.iin fol'\<; (ti'<' that ti} 11r,~P1 

A. Ferris in 1830 .. Among th~, ~f w\Ili,am Ashky; (:~) h;s dra!h <'"; 
Scott was n clerk Ill the cmph) l . r 18'l8 1111.lnr circum1:!.:11H'('.~ 1'· • · · ·t · the 'HI 1m111 o ,_ · '· f currerl in this v1cm1 Y 111 . ' . \\'!'IC <li~<'O\'Pn''' in I P.2!! hy •tr 
abundonmcnt; (Ill() (3) his rC'm:_uns ·1. 0 fltf•;.f'IIJll;ll fr'.\\'{' Srnlts i;:,,rr 
tl·11,len1 relurnin" ln llu, mmm\:un.,s, .. " 111 n II 1, 11 1· ·i:1·1,h•r" N,·/,;"11-· 1:•! 

. . ·11 I M ti ... " 1ra 111 ··• 1•11 ·, ' . ' • 1 
its n11111e. Seri l\h-rn ). · 1,;~ {i.',, Al pn•:::r•t1t. :--:<•,,tts l:luff N:;l1<H\' 
Ilis/01·11, XX VI _(HHf, ' ~. - i"io lhc ~un11111t of \lie hi~tork l:in•'.P1'li .:, ' 
:Monument there IS a pa vet 1or O. ;.·(.'a!ifornifi Trail rnu~r.11111. 'JI;;-, 
nnd nt its base, nn exec en :er:,\ ;;nt he cnnfm:,•,l , .. ilh f11•1t ,.f 
present spelling of th<' hl!ilff. 8 10 '. 1.~t!'rll ·Npl,r:ishi, whi<'h Ii,"' •· 11 ;i, .. 
"Scott:<hlnff." lhe 1:int<'~t Cl )' Ill \\<.., 
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greatest prnnktt of r.nRt-lr. Jmil,linv, Sl11fH'<l l.o 11iv,hl 111 n plni11 
•urroundc~ 011 all .11idua by bluffs Ou U1e b1111k of n spring 1·un Wood 

,'. -waa pr~,ed ~)' Joil\i,, pout 3 miles to the bluffs an<l feche<l to camp 
,:~¾~~· th ;Jl~,.'::~;:}~;-~-.,.:\Ji:f~i\;_~·ri~&_/ ·L . ~-~.··· ·, : -~-:~ - · · 
" ;~&rtid (&t '-1nr;.e ::; Went S miles came to 11 Sprini: of water 

J~P~ '~}here;' tbo water ddpcd out . of the JICl'pcnclicular llide 
· · · · aud J~ll.,,J1~.l,o A imtural bnsin formed beneath " 'l'he w~1lel' 

. ,llb,'it •~.;.hn~at diajpated upon it · This is shaded with 
·. • ' · .~~Tlii.a. is th,e first time that we have been near wood 

. :· --·. ,. ~, .. ~.-'.:' ,; 

~·r·~ w,.· .left ash hollow · 6 days ago~8 In the after-
1wo• ~· cne called horsecreck29 After that went to 

' if ~e.to the river and pitched our tents Major Sander
·nd were camped near us30 

.: i • ·-~: - f"".·'• . ' . . • 

. , The Governlllent train was before us W c were kept back by 
Ier slow travl.ing Got ahead of them when they nooned This aflcr-

1109n brolce-. wheel to one of the waggons got it replaced by a wheel of a 
·waggon that was left on the road Camped on the bank of the river 8 
miles from Ft. Laramie found plenty of drift wood on the bank 

16th Started at sunrise Came to Laramy Creek one mile from the fort 
anJ that we had to ford This is a wide clear swift running stream 
and so deep that we had to block up our wuggon beds in order to keep 
our provisions dry in crossing We did not cross till we watched while 
other trains that had got here earlier had to take thicr turn And there 
w.o.s quite a number Our hearts were light in anticipation of gelting 

· to the fort There among this multitude all was excitement to get 
across Something was ahead It seemed like a galy <lay as a convention 
4 of July or some such time was at hand to which we were agoing to 
have a recreation Then the sound of the cannon that was fired to 
g1·eet the arrivle of Major Sanderson came abooming from the fort 
the hills around echoed the report one from another and it dwelt long 
among them before it died away It was soul stirring their successive 
reports in this expansive wild 
Ft Laramy is a post established for the mere purpose of carrying on 
trade with the indians it appears that some seasons there is a good 
deal of trade carried on here We had met two trains loaded with buffaloc 
skins and furs on our way We found this to be a place of no verry 

28 This was Robidoux Pass, one of the most cclebratccl camp sites 
on the California Tt·ail. It is surprising that Farnham fails to mention 
the French squawman and trader who lived here, and who is spoken of 
by most of the Forty-niners. See Men-ill J. Mattes, "Hobidoux's Trading 
Post at 'Scott's Bluffs,' an<l the California Gold Hush," Nel,nr..skn His
tory, XXX (1949). 95-138. From the summit of Hobidoux Pass, if 
atmospheric conditions were favorable, the cmi1c:rants obtained their 
first intimation of the rugged terrain ahead, in the shape of Laramie 
Peak, 100 miles to the west. 

2~ In two years the mouth of Horse Creek, •one of the principal 
tributaries of the North Platte, would become the selti111; of the great 
treaty council of the Plains Indians, which resulted in the !:\l'-rcachiug 
For\. Lammie Treaty of 1851. · 

• lu Major Winslow F. S1mderso11, a hero of the llfoxican War, wa. 
in chariie of the company of the regiment of t.fouut.ed Riflemen.. deatina-. 
tion Vo.rt La.r~mlt. OtlV"" ,~ ., ~r · ,. · 1 d · ,, • • · · 

From. Ohio to Ccilif ornia in U)},9 

f A "" •ii·•· ,11· !:1111 ,lric·1l 
, . . II ·• • I rudun• 11111,k 111tl " !. .. . , 

i111po:unl{ npp<•11•n<" i.1 n ., . . •. • . urt i11 ii:; n•111,·r l l1<· 
, , • • I 1ill ·1s to form a squ,u 1. co .. 1 bricks llus IS so H '· Uw sidi• of the <'inll't or yard l 1r-n; 

doors to ench sepcnttr. roo'.11. op~n\~n to. :~1l11;it a w:11~1,011 Tiu!,,; :trr ,n1 

are two large doors snff1cwnt Y JJg . 1· ti , f ,rt Thr• ,·an11•>11 
. . . l , . , ti ' rn\ rr.nc·c•s 111 o 11. ' 

two oppos1lc sHlCH a1~1. .11.c H. ,i,·<'<" l11•lo1win1: lwn· lout. i•; ,a,1:oll ,u .. l 
lhni wr. lwnnl f1r1111~ rn the only I · I . \ \Ii(' olh,.r II. ;,, iu1p•1·s~:;l,l,, 
. ,. ·1 J , · 111 from otHt < 0111 0 · . ,., l 

hght. 1u.1<l cun <.,1s1 y ,c 11, . . r here \ha\ they woul,1 w1;,h to .1(,'t. ',, 
for emigrants to sell an} th111g I l l lPams hrrf' hdnrc th i~; !\ nr\ 

l ,. too m·tnY hevy oa, e, ·• · · · • 1 .. of there iave uccn . . ' . . - tl. 1111Jn<•s 1·t. 1·s 1ri1·r.-11 ln tlif'll1 .•111, 
· l f t lJ hh• no 1111g ""· · , .·., these men at t lC or w1 • ' . sell ·u11l which c111ignint: 1,ny f.lw:: 
. yet for U1ings that they have tol·' t 'zr: ce11ts ·i 1it Thr- inhd,il:rnl~ 

• .· · •ar they sou a ·• · ' .. . ask a l11gh pnce vrncg I t 18 2() t1 .. 1,lc· rs '11Hl trn fl pe • s • I · t' of 'l ,ou · or • · ' 
of this fort consist at t us une , l c: )me of thrsr- !ta\'<: i:q11:1-.\· 

regular ol<l l1osscs as they termed tlhe1fllsetvcs1cl,~r~ .n ·1·0111··h· oullaw ,li~·h 
, 1 I nt t 1c or 111 " " " , 

wives living with l 1~m tcrc . . . "lhN· the nffrd i,,11g or clf'rirrs of 
whisky drinking look111g. set hav;':~ uc1 .. to lake posscssiiln of llH' fort 
more civilize<l mrn J\fa,101· Sarn c1~on. is Tla1·v nosV' 011c Ria!{•' 

d d thus turn it. rnto a 1111 ' ' . , .. 
with his comman an f l 'l'l1c will<> 11hi11 c,11 \hi' <•astr-rn 

. . is now JlCI' Ol'lll('( . ' I of our Jon~ 10111 nf'y • · 1 r it,· ,, 11ow (•a ftp<' . t . . l "lV(• \1('('ll (")"USS.I'( OUH O " 

shin o( the rocky rnou11 i'.111s i;l'I : ... I ·1nnic•s JtNik It :q>J>",H'; ll'l if ii. 
t , (hVS SIIH'C llti JS ,. l 

peaks we saw \\O '• • • - •• t ti l · sc of the low1·r rangt·>< :'li• 
100 ·'I•· off But we a1c ,1 . ic i.1. · ,. 

were yet mi cs 1 1 our J·nun1t•,·i11~ nvi-,· "''' , · •ill l,c among l wm 11 · l 
our next 1m1rncymg " ' t' 1 . I ,•nllll roa•l lw ~•h11n· ''· " lt,,, 

I ll 111< sl of lll<' .1111<! 1•11 ' 1 , 
l ,lains we rnve ie '· - I' l , 11 il il t,,, "'''l'l'P'·•.·il t, 1:1, 

• • · · . r sl n•:1ms •II · < Oil 1 
some had places Ill CIO:<Sllll, • . l l l f1•nn c,r tlwm Th•' phtf"· 

00 ·1 · \en~th wou ( •e "· 
a natural road 7 mt cs .11~ in oin down and up hank,~ .ind .. ,·1·r 
where we had so much d1f1culty . p, . LI osihl<' lnd a lilt l" l:\i,•,,ll" 

l I l. made conv1<•111Pn Y 11 · • 
streams coulc rnvr. ieen . . l ·o,1l11 1•·c, ,,\·pr a lnrl !'her• 

l n I. every par y \\ . 
been bcslowccl upon \. 1cm II I . rt y wlwn llH' \' wonl•.\ l(d uH·.r 

without tryi11g to make it heller an< n Po" . {. .11,·11l ii•ir;i r:li•is °'""l<'· 
I •. l I the same IH tcc1 ,. . 

would lcnvc the ol ieis O I o -. . .. I, J thi 111- thnl thr~· h..11,r•;\ 
I . , l · nn11ly hut 111 the a/~1~ 1 •1 c ' times made l 1c 1 o,H s · . . I · t '''lwro• llH· 1 ,.,uh -.•:,··ri• 

, \' •• \h·111 tlwv lllllll'('I I ' 
the roml II\ niorP llll< s · . · I · · 1 . l<' \Ii Pm Ii:• nl :11id t hi· r0 •1-i ·· 

· I I pl In s<'I ll<• I wm an, 111 •1' · 1 sanely I.he rn111:i H' I' ·1 • · ll ·in<l ,. ,l .. ys frolll I •f' , f . . .. • \V c had \icPn a 111011 1 • " ... 
were soon dry •1 let .i 1.tm • ,.,,., 11 t 18. 111il1•:1 a d:iy 

• • • r J , · Thus a \'Cl'af~lll~ " • · 
misoun hnc a rom111r, iuc l l . '<' 11<•,·~1· hd:l'd f,,r cll111pa11:: . .· •c start<\l ll'C 1,11- · " • 
For the whole w.ty since " . . (i 1 I I ,, .. 1r•·1•P11~ in n;i,' unJ,r .. ki'•11 I. f ,: 01' I \\1111 I'('( ' ,., ' 

At times thern were a .unes ',' ··I I .. . 1, ' fro Ill :1 to r, yokP of r :111 J,. 
t . 'l'J1nce 11••11rrro11s were (',\( l ( I ,I\\ II } . . s nnIT , .. , • ,.,,, · 

. . . LIi<' t\111r-rin1n Fur Co111p·111~• .lo. thr• 
31 Transfer of the foil ftnlll · • 111 <· ,,r; 1,fl"r 111•1rnlml11Ht!: 

f . . llv dfrdP<I on . I , M ·1 I I United St.ates was mm.,· • ·l· .111 t 11,111 '1('1 \\'rn,dln,rr. Tw 11111 ·•' 
11 I , ,Is· ·111<1 I 11•11 <' 11 • ' · t • l,clwecn Tiruce u~ '•111 • ' . ' rior·it.-d 1,ut. work ,1•a;,; l><'glltl a uiw, 

pile, purchased fM ,$•1!000, r','11 d!l~~·hkii-a'u :idolu1,Ji11<>•l fr:11111~ offk:l ,1 
on several new b111ld111j!S.u\\O,.'' I the ndolio ,mll<'l''II stm•~,11\HVIVI! 
quarters called "OM BN nm t n~u of J,',,rL I.An\llli" NaJi•.!t1nl ~lonll• 
today ns the most nol:ihlc fen :°F!nnrh, J,1. YPIIIW, ''"!'' f.,t!nuu~ ,rn,( 
m11nt. Seo 1.c-,n11t llir'!,:;'.-~~.ft,,!UI ((:lc~n,ltt .... CI\Hlor!it,n·, f!~(:,s.,,.; ,,Ji"{ 

· tlui l'«D""t:,~."t•- 'c::U.) "'.,.;.fl M-.f'IIJI. . ·,,, l#lr· Mf!Mrtl~ lliJ/•'tttt 1' ,. _t, .t:1!' /I 
,, moud w . ...,_ ,a . ·, 1 rriU -ll . 1UM~ "' f.r,rr, l1' ,'•t•1 , . ~ . c.m-1'1 .. ; 1940); •r;c., . · • • · . 
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natures greatest prnnlrn of <'nstle huildinv. Slo111•,I to 11iv,ht iu II pl11i11 
11unoumlc,I 011 all sides IJy Lluffs On lite hank of a :;pring run \Voo<l 
was procured by going about 3 miles to the liluffs an<l feche<l to camp 
on the horses 

14th We started at sunrise Went 3 miles came to a Sprin{!' of water 
of icy coldness here the water <lri11cd out. of the perpendicular Hide 
of a ravine a111I fell into a natural uasin formed hcneath The water 
was so good that we almost disipated upon it This is shaded with 
trees and bu.shes This is the first time that we have been near wood 
with our waggons since we left ash hollow 6 days ago28 In the after
noon crossed two streams one called horsecreek20 After that went to 
where the road come to the river and pitched our tents Major Sander
sons command were camped near us30 

15th The Government train was before us We were kept uack by 
thicr slow travling Got ahead of them when they nooned This after
noon broke a wheel to one of the waggons got it replaced by a wheel of a 
waggon that was left on the road Camped on the bank of the river 8 
miles from Ji't. Laramie found plenty of drift wood on the bank 

16th Started at sunrise Came to Laramy Creek one mile from the fort 
and that we had to ford This is a wide clear swift running stream 
and so deep that we had to block up our waggon beds in order to keep 
our provisions dry in crossing We did not cross till we watched while 
other trains that had got here earlier had to take thier turn And there 
was quite a number Our hearts were light in anticipation of gelling 
to the fort There among this multitude all was excitement to get 
across Something was ahead It seemed like a galy day as a convention 
4 of July or some such time was at hand to which we were agoing to 
have a recreation Then the sound of the cannon that was firc<l to 
greet the arrivle of Major Sanderson came abooming from the fort 
the hills around echoed the report one from another and it dwelt long 
among them before it died away It was soul stirring their successive 
reports in this expansive wild 

· · Ft Laramy is a post established for the mere purpose of carrying on 
trade with the indians it appears that some seasons there is a good 
deal of trade carried on here We had met two trains loaded with buffaloe 
skins and furs · on ou1· way · We found this to be a place of no .verry 

28 This was Robidoux Pass, one of the most celebrated camp sites 
on the California Trail, It is surprising that Farnham fails to mention 
the French squawman and trader who lived here, and who is spoken of 
by most of the Forty-niners. See Merrill J. Mattes, "l{obidoux's Trading 

. Post at 'Scott's Bluffs,' and the California Gold Hush," Ncbrnskn His

. tory, XXX (1949), 95-138. I-'rom the summit of Hobicloux Pass, if 
atmosphel'ic conditions were favorable, the emigrants obtained theii· 
fa·st intimation of the rugged terrain ahead, in the shape of Laramie 
Peak, 100 miles to the west. 

~• u In two years the mouth of Horse Creek, one of the principal 
tributariea of the North J>latt.e, would become the setting of the gl'ent 

;;; troaty eo'Uneil of the Plains Indians, which l'csullcd in the fo•·-rcaching 
Fort LarlU'fllc Treaty of 1861. ; . · ., ,, , ' · . . · 
· ?" u M~or Winalow F. Sanderson_. a hero of the lt~kan War, ~a• 

cha'r;e ot the eom.pany of the regiment .of Mounwd.. Riflemen, deat.an&• 
io · crt ~ .......... ,~.. " - -·· · · 

· • l O I l) From- Ohio to Cnliforn1<t in •H· 

f A d,, •i• ·" 11r !>1111 dri,·d 
11 ;., 11 .,1 rul'lun· 111nd,· 0111." l. · · .. 

illlpo:tit11{ 1qq11•rc•111~•· · · · . . . • . rt in ii:; n·ni,·r i 1w 
, , · · I ·it ·1s lo form a squ,u c ~ou .,. .. 

bricks lh1s is so JUI. •. the side of the eourl or yard , lw:.: 
doors to each separate I oom opens i'.n I 't ·1 ,, ... "!'"ll 'l111·:'" arc nn 

ff' · u big to ill m1 • ·• ,,,, · 
are two large doors su ic1r,n Y , . I lhl' f11rt Th" <·a:!111111 

. . 1 . I ·ire tlw rnl ren('('S 111 o · 1 two opposite s11 C'H an< • · · . 1 1 .· , 1 , . ..,. 1, 11 1 i•; :au:.11 11111 

I f . . . t I (' 1111I V l'I('('(' II' OIII\ "''· I · 1 I thal w1! h1•11n 11'1 111~ 18 1 · · · 1 . \ 11 , olh<'r It i:, i111p11:;::1 • (• 
·1 I ·1111 fro1n OIH' < oo1 " IC . I 

li1~ht nml cnn cas1 y ,c I • l .' th•1( they woul,I wi ,; h to gd n, 
• t· t·o sell an" lhmg wic · · · ·. • , I for em1grnn .s ' , · 1 1 1 tPams herr \idnrc : hi:; ,, IH 

of there have been too many hevy _oa, e< l ~ i~ is o-iu:i; ln th<•m .-\1111 
ti f ·t ·ill hkc nothing un cs. · · " 1 these men at ic or '' • ell a111l which emignrnt. 1111~· t ,ey 

Yet for things that they have tolls t zr. cc•11ts '\ 11t Thr iulwhit:111\, 
. · · they so I a ., · · • 

ask a !ugh pnce vmc~ar . ( I t 18 or 20 tr·1tlr•rs ;1 ml l r:1 ppcrs 
of this fort consist at this time o a iou l . . c- • c .f t ln'~c hit -.·i: ,,qq:1 ._,.-

• I ' t ·1 ied th1•mi;c vcs ,,omc ' . , . . 
regular old hosscs ,1s l 1c~ c1 I I f ·t . ,cl ·1re ·t r,ni1·h nnll:n·: il1ih 

· I ti J ere ·1t l 1c 01 .u ' · · · · wives livin1t wit 1 · iem 1 ' . · · •t111,r lhc affrd i,,1H1 nr 1\l'fir"~ ,,t 
whisky drinking looking_ srt }i:l\'{11~ 11e1 .. ~ t-1ke pom,(•ssinn of llw fort 
more civilized mc-11 Ma.1or Sarn cr~<tin_ its : 1:1ililarv po;:;P' O!lc i-lav;•• 

. 11 . . . iid ·iml thus turn 1 111 o , • 1 with IS com111.1 • I The will<' plain on t.lw eas <•r11 
. i. 110w prrfornw1 · I 

of our !0111~ ,1nnr11Py s . 1 1 <'i'"S"l'<I 1111,, of ilii 1:i111w t':q,p<·• 
I llllll'llllS 1'1\'I' 1('1:II '· • 'f ., 

silln of the roe lY 1111 '. . :l'I : , .. I ·1rmiC's J1l'ak I\ app•.•ars ai1 ' l• 
t I· vs SIIII'(' IIS IS ,. I peaks we saw wo l ,1. • • , t ti l . st' of the lowt•r r:1n!'.!1's :'I,• 

loo ·1 •, ff Hut we arc a ,c i.L • . , •. 
were yet nu cs o II . I our ·10111'11<',·111~ (,\'C' i' ,,11 • . . ill he• '\mon~ lC'J1l n . . . 
our next JOUl'IWylllg W · ' . 1 1 I ro·,,l J,,. ,·h11n· , .. ,. 11 ,,n 
1)1 ·1·111s we have the u10sl o[ tlu: l.11111i i:,1• ( gun<! I ·••l ·11 1,,. ""i'l"•:·,.,l 1'.1•:: 

' . . . · t . • . s h II . ('0 II l ' •. 

some hail places in cro~s1111~ s I< .,m. 11 I f1·r,• c,f tl·rm Th,- I'\ ·"·,· , . . ·1 . I •th \\'011 l II' , ' 
a natural roail 700 1111 cs _11'.' cng. l oin do;.:n and lip hank·, an•l l)\'(•r 

where we hat! so much d1f1culty II _P. • ll 1wsihl<' J,:id a littl,i 1;i;,,,Hr 
11 I I made conVl(!lll<'Jl y . 

streams cou < ,ave icen . . 11 1'11 ,,,·pr ., 1, ,1,l 1'1·•.c<: . . I n l ·erv party \\Oll ( • • 
been bestowed upon l icm u Cli. 1· ·u•tu wlwu tl:f\' won\..! gd m·<>r 

· t n·,J·c it bcllrr an< 11 J>< ·,• • • 
without try111g O 1 ' ' • Onr frc-qm·nl har1l rai·1:; s0 " 11'· 

\"oulll lenve the others lo do the s,11,nc I 1 •11 ·1111· 11,'.it thn· ht 1pr•,l 
' I I t · I ic •1p·1rra e • ' · • · 

times made the roacls m111 y iu Ill . . .'., ,I ·t \"lwn' tlw ri,:1,b wr·n• 

the roa1I in more tin11•s th:111 tlwy 111,111lrP• 11 ti : l I ·11 ·l ·111d \111· rn:ii!" 
. I ,. •Ill· ll 1'111 :1111 111:11 I' IUI ,. ' . 

s1111dy the l'UIII~ !wipe< to.,, c l I U ·111<1 <• ,J•.-·:; fr,1111 th" 
. on cir after a rain We had >C<'ll a mon ' • "• .. ., : ... . d•n• 

,~ere so Y . ,1,1 ·n·cr·wiiw i,houl 1K 11111< .• ,i -- .• 
. . 1· . commf' hc•rc nm ' . ' " ,. . m1soun IIIC ,l ' . J l •n 11n,•er h.-J·p;j f«r c,mq,:11,•. 

I · e we starl<'( ll'C H\h, ,. • · 
For the who c wny Sill<'· • • ' ,. 1 1 . I ,,,.1m,1,11 ,, in nllf' 11nJ,r.,]J•11 

, t· . r: or " 11111, H'< • "" · At times there were a, nncs ., I f ll 'I Ill r; yoh· of c:i ll 1,-
t . 'l'l1ese ,1•·1"1'<111s were r:H'h drawn ,y rm . . . . 

s nng ·· • "', · 

r\111rri1"lll Fur C11111p·111~· In tl,r• 
31 Trans fer of the fort frnl11 llil! : 1 '. •J(' -.ri,-r 11<·1'.·,,li:lii","' 

f llv pff,•clc·d on . lllH •. , , ·1 ·1 ' I • 
Unilc•d St.ates was orrna . . . l(n'llll I )•lfli<·I \\'111>dliu I',\'. II' ;,,, .... 

betw~cn nruce Ilu~b:indH and l,w11. ,'. ; .. it,•d '1,111. work was li<•J.:llll al."'":'' 
pi.le, purchnse<I fOl' ,$·1/ll~'~• ~01,i 11 :]r'~~'.i'/i~i,--u~, 111l11hP.-lim:.t fr:11'."' ."rr'.~T;.; 
o~n~~~~~:i~i:ll;~l 1!}o\:1t'fi~~l1~~{1~" JUIII l~e 1":~t;hr.A::!:11:· ,iN::1~1:-;;I 11~tiuu1.,• i. 
q 1 tic mo11t nolahlc calnrt•• o i .. , y um J,'mt ,..,n,,,ah "·""' · 
lo< nty nss Ae 1J"'Hoy n. lfaf1•n nttd·. 1-'ru{oc~•~-~ •.. : •.• .. 7:.H.'fiiti .. Li~ ·t!f!!1l!f "· · men . • ,.._, IN:1 $· 1&11(1. · •W'IY-" ... ,., · · , rr,. . • · , ,1 » 
t1u1 l'"f!:'"!~.~{_ '",~, '>' ~i.:t. ""-"" ·:1,tt,t,'Mil,!!illffl· :.P, ;r, •'If ..... . 
moml ~ .... ..,... ... ..., .- 4 Me~•- . · ,.· -: ••t '.' 
Califo, l-a. la.IC)• a11 •.. -~ ·. - . 
' " _-J 
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The mule and horse waggons were drawn by two spnns cnch somclimr.11 
by 3 These tcnms hauled hnggnge :for between 2 nnd 3 thousand people 
In fact the teams were so thick in many places as to considcrbly retard 
each others progress The collery has been among the trains that were 
in company with us Ever since we started untill the 2 last days yet 
there has been none died out of our company from it In some it has 
raged fenrfully A great many hours of the dny we could sec compnnics 
stoped on the side of the road to hurry thicr <lend We pased one grave 
with 3 buried in it We could hear of it prevaling to a more alarming 
extent in companies that were further back on the road than in those 1 •• · 

that were with us There have been a great many acidents hapend by 
foolishly handling guns and pistoles And putting loaded guns in 
waggons has been a great source of mischief by this A great many 
have been killed and others seriously wounded The most of the water 
that we have used has been bad Sometimes we have come across good 

. . · springs or runs of water but the most of the water has been out of 
;~t~~ '.', 'jfpoola of rain "W'!Ster or out of the mudy waters of the Platt We have 
J'i.i~.,:;,;.:;S-:;'; geneHUJ found' . plenty of • grass for our cattle After stopping and 
:i.:-,-~ ..,: .. · ,· ·.' ·".~'-.... l- ~. • • ' : ' ' ' 

(Jv·.J ;?;~:::; grating cnil' cattle: We would secure them at night by forming a yard 
' / :;;:\:;,i\'Joi enclonH by rdriv:ifft: oue ..-aggont,. around fo a circle , Th is enclosure 
. < ,.-.'k'<'!f wi ealletl ' a, corell •A eoinp6rt)f from ~ Bcb:rori traviled with us most of 
· . f,.;,>:1 /' the waf Jbtd-Join-4:Wlth./tiih,millcing ,olttoretl ·. Thiet ftdl>hs ad1Jed .'· .:::;r::, ._ 

.. ·. to the n'1mlat: ot jq,c,ft•t'~ h\ ~'ht' we hl\d t ( cotrtpiUdei.)' to l~::'iri ,Oc' 

·. form with Each ,oompany: alili 181\t ... t· lftl ~-t~ tlembei- of ffl~ ':'to %'.ib:1:; ;/ 

gunrd the 11attl• The-tt'llllt·of ll'fdtimi tilt we.:uw1'.wm:1ffii1tk09·'Qi'W'};1</\'ft .. • :. · . . ,...,,. . ~~ • * ·a.1.,;:: ft'" • ·· f'• l\,;>eh•i-d 
Pottawotamles and the Stnx , We ·plitod _, ltnn.•,.-r"'~a.. wlll/•i'Hel- ,,7''.',f''/· 
and one or two other trlbM wlthc>ul Mtrit all Indian',, TM ltlt ~ :tM '}-,"f :,,· i:, 
Calvary kept a good man,- of thedl off · Tht •ltht' 1tf_gante •wat 1ifil 'M:_\;,\/~1'.;;\ 
frequent as w~ were led ·. to 'expect . from th. repotti. of othet. fol'.ffle1 1.~:{t:if 
travelers :;, The Immense: thro•r of eMlrtantt t~ the ,.,_ scared ·: ;::/} ;; . 
off the road ;,t,:~.,,, · A/iti;' i\_ '';i,i' 

;:J•. · . . r: .· . ···•,.j ·'. ·{-• ' 

17th · Thi! day~ lay by and while were here we had the tltes to · ·· , ' 
our waggona cttt al'ld reset They ehal"gt!d us here 3 dollars fot each 
tire that they reset We managed here to ngnin lighten up to 160 -poun1ls .·· 
from each waggon 1200 in nil One of our men took n fnint spell while 
walking about the Fort D and myself took him into the nvenue of the 
Fort where there was a shade and he soon recoverd The weather wns 
sultry hot I saw a man that was wounded by a comrad The man that 
committed the accident was fixing at the tube of his rrnn and thus 
caused it to go off into the leg of this man t:hat was now suffering at 
the fort The man that was thus shot has been deserted by all his 
company save one even the man that shot him deserted him and not 
being satisfied with deserting him stole one of his blankets This is 
a human exception to nature here unrnercifuly selfish and indifferent 
to the wants of others This suffering man was laying on a frame of 
cross sticks over which his blanket was spread Another man that was 
sick and reduced to a mere living frame was laying- in a wnrrgon ncnr 
the fort his entire company had de~erted him They hn<I left him how-
ever the waggon that he lay in provishions two barels of liquor These 
they could not take along with them very plentifully supplied with drink 

hut iir1Hc-n of nll 1•11111•111 !1 Now I hi' r:ov1•r11m<'nl \ rt\\11 

ure Unrn left mny !Hi \alu·n earn or . · ', . . 

18th at 11 O.C. this dny we again rcsnmcd our 01~\'.'l\l'<l Jmnn<'Y n;1•l. 
going 14 miles over bald hills we cnmc to a wnrm spnnr~ :rni\ campr•t1 11" 

the night~ 2 

19th Our travib lo rlny wns ovr-r hill~ fi111•ly li111hr•n·11 w;11i pin<• '!'h,-.- .. · 
was a promin!'nt mark 1H'ar thf' nia1l tlis~:ii~na\pr\ :t'.< l'ort,,11: r,,<· 1'. ft 
was about 15 feet hi[~h 1111d \.he si,lcs wen\ markr:1I with i.hc· n:un<:,; r,• •·:•>
igrnnts that. have pasr.e1P~ The timhcr on l!il ter nP"k'" ' 1'_:t i-: all 1.1<_,,_1•,l 
over nccrs of ground Th 0. rmigr:1nls have lighl1•nf'rl 11p 111'11' tn :1 1.1' · 

• 1 1 1 . !·11·1"' · iln•• ""''r 11, ,.. cligeous extent Flower beans aiu 1aco11 ny Ill · , · 1• · · · .· 
' l N tl · 11 I )()1<• (lf ()''('!"' 11 "''f'!iJl-recently clcscrterl cnmp grount s or wns 11s n c " • · . . ' ' ·. , 

tion for fanning mining or mcc:rnicnl purpo~rs ll':1,l :111<1 tnli:H'Co ''·"1" 

thrown away in qunntilil's A m1mhcr of 1•·nimons w!'re lr:~l •k"~1 '."'' 

on the road side P:rncd a _butiful spring that lay off lo thr rwh1 or_ ,1h•~ 
road The Inst time that we cro:sscd hitter err.ck we c-onlc:l, ',n,d f1L<'<l 
our wnt.er casks And camped nhout 3 milr-s further on I Im: we rlirl 

to get good grass 
20th Started and went to Horse Shoe crcck'r. where we JH'.''11('(1_ Thr.:·p 

. was quite n strep descnt hetwr<'n thi,; erl'c•k n11<1 thr: lw,l. 'I hn lull :: hr•r<' 
Jook quite romnntiek when on the top of one we coultl look owr n f\'rcnt 
many pine covered hill nt one gnzc Th~re is a sp_rinr,r oC wn!?r h:r~ 
thnt is vcrry nnsty tnsted water Hori;e Shoe creek 1s_ a ~trong _1 utmm!, 
klrcnm o! elcnr cool wntr.r nml runii off Lnr1m1i<• y,cak U1:tt IH'r" ,~ 
Jn so elosn proxciriity that we now di11tfur;uish tile t.rr.C's lfl·t,wing 
it · This day also saw denl of thrown nw11y property 
!1th·: we· went ort n11sending and cfoscnding l\lllllllft lh.(> We 
nooned on La nRtitn Crc<'k 3G t\ stream 2 rods wide hy 2 frd d•·~p in lh"' 
afternoon went ,t or r, milt'!! through hills of n .Spnnii;h hrown. toln\lrP,l 
earth The banks of n still dity? hnd quite 1,()ld lonlt i11g red nl('l:q \\'hilP. 

, agoing thi-ough this region cYery thing C'Xccpt this rNl c:nth Jor,h:1 
green We found n cnmplng ground of tnlr.rhlr gonrl pa•,!urc _hnt h:H! ., 
to lug wnter n good wnys · 
22th This morning ,,·t!lll !l 111ilr1s to the P1·rla rivP1'' 1 This w:1~ 
3 rods wide by 2 ft <IC'cp 'l'o day a B11ffaloc \\·as kil!Pd nn,J hr011r,ht in 
nnd this night we had a hearty fcafllinr.; 011 frrsh 111P:1l Thifl nivl:t 

92 \Vann 8prin~; oppnsilr J)l'l'!"Plll Cnr,n11:l•~·. \\\omin,~. W:tf; :"!'.,tli;·•s 
camp site nf cxceplionnl mr.ril. Frnm F0rt l,ar::rn1c lo llw '-1~·1111 , :: . "' 
present Casper, \\'yoming-, the Trail kC'pt some rl1sta1lf'r~ a-.·.-ay 1r,,m i1 .. , 

river. • • l • ('1"rr- ri'i n,-- , ·r · I 
3~ This answers to 1hr d!'srnpl.1011 of L<'r;1,-l.-r "' .'· . I .1. r , 'r ·· , 

with namr.s anti prC1l.rcl<'d 1,y a nwr;h fl'nr<'. TllC'n:_ 1,; n ,11,,.n,•1i:111r·v I"·'" 
though, for Hcgistcr Cliff is nhe:1<I nf \\'arm Sprn,g. 

~• Bitter Cotlonwoocl Creek. 
fl~ Horr.e!ihoc Crcrk, _iu!':t hclow Clr.n<lo, wn~ onc-r lh<' ~1·H ill!". of. r]i,-. 

rlivision hendqua rl<'r.q of Ure overl:rnrl ~l :ir'.t) line nprr:\1('(1 hy 1 hr w,: .-,1 ·:nn-. 
,Jack Sln,le, 

flR La Hnnle Crcrlc, ,l.,l,011chi11r,- opposilr- rnnd,,rn 110111•,h~, "'r"u ,:11;'. · 
and nnme,l for nn obscure fur trapper, was ru1olhrr ~t:•1:r- :,tat1n11 ,-,,~ 
of the 18GO's. 

~T La Prcllc Creek mnrkccl tl11) Pnd nf th() ~h:trp, flin!~• r·1~-,,,. .. 

nrn11nrl t.hc Lnn1mir Pr:ik f,,,.,i.;nQ 
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ccnttlcln gfood rcRli'.1g nncl g-ct rm1dy for crrrnRilll{ tho Dt!Ht!rt 
noug I o cvcrythwg to last over We! cook,·tl 

9 th At 4 0 C we started o . D . 
passed over in the night n ot tse~·t J,C'.urney The road that we 
was rough and was goo anl lev1l I he latter part of the road 

, fai,:ly chocking w;::te:to~dt}of dust han~ing over the road that was 

ketgst and can~~s of water° so::c:i~:11e ::;0 ;~~~s g:;\;v: 1~t~l /1~ our 
go o green river we had to dcce d h. II I e o1 e we 
t~ go at one jog off a ~ock 3 ;cc: h; I w iere the waggons would huvc 
Rtvert.1 after 24 hours continuou . . g I At 4 p l\f we g~t to Green 
Our cattle were glad to get to s ~ourner over a Desert region of 50 :M 
they had a oo wa er an they rushed madly to it But 

, some ot wh:m ~::~!e f~ gr~ss There were emigrants here encamped 
. river had quite a cit 1;: ere days and the place on both sides of the 

,, camp fires gave they la e ap~earence and when night set in the numerous 
been J1erc long eno~h c~ quit; a c~eerful nperence And those that hnd 
dancing and the fireing o~ ge res ~d were amusing with musick and 

[T b g~ns an~ rockets and singing glee songs 
o e cont~ued m the next issue.] 

"Green River, the Rio Verde f th . 
of the Shoshones and Uocky Mou t ~ t e Spamards, and the Siskadee 
Platte and the Snake River as n a_in rapp~rs, ranked with the South 
a Mormon monopoly at this <lat! maJol crossing. The ferry, apparently 
La Barge, Wyoming. • was ocated a few miles below present 

Book I{ cv icws 

Backwoods Utopias: 'l.'hc Sectarian and 01el'ilile ]'Ito::(:: of 
Com11rnnila.ria11 Socialism in America: 1 {it!.1-n::.'.'i. J:,; 
Arthur Eugeue Bcstor, .Jr. (Philaclc!lpliia, U11i 1:t.'r•;il.1: 

. ,, , of Pennsylvania Press, 1%0, pp. xi, 2H8. Bil1lio1~r;1pl1i,,;tl 
, :(_ essay, appendix, and iudcx. $:Ui0.) 

. ' ' . 

· Despite the tillc, the hulk of tlii:; voltmlf' ir; 1~i,:Pu 01,·,,r 1 ,, 
Robert Owen and his experiment at New tbnnon,v. Tlif• fir::: 
three chapters serve more as an inlrolluct ion to llw 1;11hj.-:'( 
and as background for underslandi11ir Owenism than as an,\i.,:
ses comparable to the <lctaile<l treatment acenrd<'d th<: l:tl t •·r. 
This is said in explanalion, uot in criticism. For al la;-;t \'- ,, 
have what has long been needed, n pninstaking, p1:rspccti\'<' 
study mHl evalualion of Owen's contributiou lo :;odal tlioughl, 
free from local patriotism, propaganda, bi,solrr, ridicul,·, 
shock, and above all from just plain ig;nor,llH'(\, 

Dr. Bestor makes clear what so many have fail1:d lo not", 
that the communitarian poiut of view that flo\H·red in U1 11 

early 11i11clec11lh CC!nlury was a slubl>orn rid1~P lidwc'"ll n -,·1,. 
lution and cvolulion in the lanclscapc of n•forr11. IL \•:;,': r· ,i .. 
lectivistic, like later Communism, hul it w:1s op1H1s,:d 1 o n·\, • 
lulion. It was impalient of gradual rcforn1 in IIH· d(•J11<wr;,1 i,· 
trndilio11. 1t was ofl<!n :issocialcil with r,•li~~io11'.: !'li!I:· i:1 

America, but lhat relalion was nol i11l<'gTal. l~:dlwr ii C':i;Ti•••i 
the idea of the moclcl, the e,:ample, the; ptiol 1plnnl. A 1:T•: 11;: 

of believers undertook an imnwcliak and dr:tf:Li•: n•fonn, i, , ,, 

iu a peaceable and 1w11-rc\'olutiona1-y form. 'l'lw fon·c~ or i !wl ·· 
example was ex peeled to encourage i111il:1li1,J1 1 and ~:11p;1 ! ;, •. 

"social regeucralion of mankind" would hP uni·;c•r:0:1!l:: 

achieved by volunlal')' conviction, without l>lond~l,ed. 
Thus it is irrclcvnnL to call Owen an alh1 1 ist, and in,.,;,._ 

rcct to label him a Comn11111ist. I lis fatal w,•ak11t':,s \\';t :~ Ll1:il 
his idea was simply 110L scH11Hl eco11oniic:al!r. Ddail:; \', l'i''' 
never worked out, ancl so far from failinJ~. UJP <·011,n11il1iiy 
at New Harmony 11cvcr even gol slarl.ed hdor" it .i;:,llli<-
gratcd. The collapse revealed how impractical this n·pull'dl:· 
practical man could be. lnclc<!d them is :lll air of c:,Hni,· 1•11,•:,:1 
auo11L much of tlw :ictio11 a11d clivi1>io11s on Uw l>:inl,!; of II;,, 
Waba~h. OuL of iL all \\'illia,n Mad11re en11 1 rf:t 1s t.111• .-;fu11wr·r. 
1noro soundly culi!{hlm1ccl kader who urnde of N<.'\\' J J:irnu,11:. 

u \" • - -J1<ts . >wen. 
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