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. YOUNG AT HEART 

Change in century inspires mini-museum 

The Rev. John George Kost and his wife, Magdalene, 
great-grandparents of Louise Hees, are subjects, of 
this portrait. 

My grandson-in-law, Corey Lemon, built a history 
room for me so I could realize my dream. 

- Louise Hees 

The media has kept us well 
aware that the approach of 
the century's turn is dawn
ing. A purely personal desire 
to achieve a special family 
project led me to the creation 
of a mini-museum. 

We had a great-grandfather, 
the Rev. John G. Kost, who 
was a horseback-riding Ger
man Methodist minister. He 
was born Jan. 11, 1826, in 
Oberdorla Administrative 
District, Erfurt, Prussia, and 
he served churches in three 
states: Illinois, Nebraska and 
Missouri. During the Civil 
War, he served as a Union 
Army recruiter at Iron 
Mountain. Locally, between 
1867 and 1870, he was pastor 
at the German Methodist 
Church at Third and 
Robidoux. 

Our other great-grand
father, Jacob Hauck, traveled 
with his family from Stein
weiler, Bavaria, on a sailing 
ship when he was 11 years 
old. The trip took 40 days to 
New York. Oct. 10, 1842, was 
the date on his naturalization 
papers. 

Jacob Hauck and his wife, 
Christina, plus their chil
dren, George and Mary, 
moved from Cincinnati in 
1850. They traveled by boat 
down the Ohio River and up 
the Missouri River to civiliza
tion's western end: St. 
Joseph. Joseph Robidoux had 
registered St. Joseph as a city 
only seven·years earlier, so 
they located here near the 
city's birth. 

In 1866, Jacob and his 
brother, George, built the 
Hauck Milling Co. at Second 
and Franklin. Grand Avenue 
was the location of pork 
packers Pinger, Hauck 
brothers-in-law, who were 
helping meet the needs of a 
young new town. 

In the front of this Hauck family a,hoto are Jac0b (thia father, born June 10, 1820), 
Emma, Christina (mother) a1nid George, while in the b...111ck are Charlie, Lydia, Amelia, 
Mary (Maria Magdalana) amff John. Charlie had a twin, Wesley, who died in infancy. 

In 1876, Jacob, Adolph was a family link from the Rev. Kost) paintings, early family 
Steinacker and others built a Michael Mosiman, my son, photos and even my Nebras-
horse- and mule-equipped who now directs a tri-state ka pioneer grandmother's 
street railway from Market to youth ministry, to the Rev. J.G. (Louise Steinmeyer) wedding 
New Ulm Park and Sixth and Kost and my father, Arthur P. certificate, dated Jan. 19, 
Atchison. Jacob and his son- Kost, who had been chairman 1870. We'd been blessed for 
fin-law, George Koenig, start- of the Stewardship Building two decades to travel the 
,ed the city's first cracker and Program of Ashland United Holy Land, Europe and Cana-
cookie factory. Methodist Church at its origin. da, and to take a cruise on 

This knowledge of the fami- That summer, my grand- the Rhine. We collected many 
ly and its branches pushed me son-in-law, Corey Lemon, travel souvenirs. Perhaps the 
into action. In the spring of built a history room for me so room is exceeding its dimen-
1998, I made a quilt for my son, I could realize my dream. sions, but it's been very satis-
Michael. He had created com- Several display possibili- fying to dig things up in clos-
puter patterns for me with pie- ties became an inspiration et corners and from base-
tures and biblical quotes, for the room. I had five hand- ment shelves in order to give 
which I transferred onto fabric somely carved Philippine future generations an inkling 
and appliqued on blocks. They mahogany pieces, and we had of their genealogy. 
depicted life from birth to the flags, decorative spoons, coin Louise Hees 
legacy of footprints. There collections, my brother's (Al St. Joseph 


	pony george hauck pt2
	pony george michael hauck

