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•1' This c·ollection of -:r~:;;_~y cor~:s~~ndance comists_ :principally 
of correspondence w-ci tt,i;i.' _by t a..dd.ri:i?Sed ·_to,·. or ro1aw~r.i:ng J oh.""l . 

j Eowlett a...--id his p~regr.iria.tions t~oug..1-i .Chi<?, India.:ia, a:id I 
I California, and back to t'h9 midwest in search of st9ady ·a.."1.d. 
i rcmi.1mn?ative work. Several in-taresting letters are vrri ~ten 
I from Ca.lifo:cnia. by Ho•.<ilett to his wife, Ang2line Wilson Howlett. 

(i '.i:h9se letters describe hi3 trip over the plain3, hls efforts to 
establish himsalf i'irst in proapec·ting, then in fue saw mill 

I basineas. Th.as~ letters contain much information concerning 
~ric~s, local conditio~3, and tha like. 

j After a stay o.f eight to ten yea.rs in Califo:;.."'!l.ia, Eowlett 
' returned ·!;o Ohio where succass contirn.1ed to el-.id.e hin c1...:."ld where 

! I i he en::l.ea.vor~d to work a3 a te3!!1ster. H~ se~med continually 
i sa:9.ll'a.ted from his w5.f~ c>.m! children despi t • l"!is co-:1-tinual 
J c-'.)::-rm,mts t11at h,~ hop~d soon to be able to join th-':m. The , 
: - ' , ~a't'liest corre3pondenca ls bet-,1ee-a. John a.-r1d ~\ng-£:line Eo·,1latt in l 
L...,_.:.-:".. 1 '¼:i·w.,;.\;\J !--1:a,.;~'.A 1 3 fT,...,.·a+.'1 ;.,, iT<>':£ Yn-rk ~.p.d l::,.t·~-c ;_n 0:-iio. J 

7/1 ') l7J • - ,~j .l 
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U1LJ 5, 1850 .-- -
I h~ve h little leisure time to wri~e h fev lites. !wrote 

~o :f~)~.:. wter.. I wHs in Cincinnati. ive left therr:' on the 14th ~= April 
c:~·:--i~r~c: i.:.t St. Loui-s ,):-i-~he 2-2n<l. Shw mv brotlrnr \Hlliu.'n, four:d :11m 
.,,~l_L H"? t1ldme i;hht ht~ ,~oula write to JOil t;,1·eciic.~ely. He is do-
. - 1 1 '. "· 0 ' <"'r.: ... . ,.., ... L . . . ... i_r::..c ~;12r·r ,ve,. r:1hK1ng ~p'1 • GO .;~-i~. µe1· '.!!On .. !.. ::Jv ou1s is i: .;r~a.;,, 
busi~ess place. We left St. Louis on the 35th of A2ril and arrived ~t 
_!:--,depcr~dh:ic~ on ?he nigh of lc.d;t rof J..pr:i._I. Th.=:re 1.v;;s c:b?ut thre_e 
r,-;_;::c.rec. Cnltforn1a pnssf~ngers t..tSrd tr1e oofi.t. OvP!' lJJ ~1ec .. .l ): :-,")z-ees 
c.?:c: cc:. .le a.nci hi') ::iu'.!.Ps. All b~nmu f0r the land of .rold. We ml.id. a. 
c:olla.r hnu b. hc1.lf for ha.y in St Louis, 50-~ per bu. for Ohts. It cost 
:1s °f):- ::lur pcLssa.ge from Cincinnati to St. Louis about $90. tr.eluding. 
r.orse, ·,vc...ggon ar_ci freight. We nr.e in cc.1.r.tp, our ten. is pitched. E. half 
&. :7:ile ec:.st of the ci-+;,y JJf. Imiependa.nce. It is h uer:r p:.tetty to·,1:r:. 
Co~~c.in.in2: !Jro'o?i,blv 30.JO inf.c'Zbitc..nts. There is from two t,J three 
~~ T..:.sc.::nds ~~~-,'11~g:tanta tenting here, wc:i. it ing- f r>r grb.ss to grow, so::-e are 
sti.:.rting~but it is rather risky business for the ~eather is ae cold here 
or colder:-::- thci.n it wc~s ci. t No-r:"a.lk wh~3n ?-!e left ~liere. E,re:r?"'.:h 1.r:z is very 
bLc,~·.rc,.rd. Ha.y is very scarce, •.1orth from $80. to $30. per ton, ·corn is 
,-rortn c0¢ 1:0 70¢ per bu., 0c..ts is not to b~ had. There is s-o'-;e mules 
to be ind here but they ~re very high •. Goad Americ2n mules. thc...t has~ 
ag-?.d S"..lf!'icient to stand the trip is worth from ~pl•)O. to $125. per head. 
Ther-e · is so:1e SpcLnish mules brought in her~ for s&.le, they are very 
strao.ll, not:-!!!Hch la.rger thc-n h go:1d lc:i.rgB sheep, a.nd they are selling for 
fro!!l S60. -;;o iBl.·,. · per mule. We ha.ve not bou~ht c-.ny yet .•. We cc-.n buy 
hor-s.-,,.s c..t- beta:er bs.rga.ins thhn mules. The :~e ts all lcind of ppinions in 
r€~·ard to teams. There :is h grec..t muny hors~ and cattle goiihg. We 
fre.que.ntly see cows .i.R'1- yolked up in ox teams. We boqght a tent in 
Cincinna.ti which cost us $18. It is 7 ft. high, 10½ ft. long, E½ ft wids. 
We o.re cioin~; our own CO<?king c~nd sleeping. our tP.nt is pitched on 
quite an · ~ leva ~ed hi 11, it iG ,vha t is Chlled. the CO!!lff1ons, well tuffed 
over, hig.h_r£i.n.d.._ctry •.. A firs-:; great sprin~ of wc:.ter near by us. ~ . 
hC>r-s-es--is -in _goou condition, ra thar on the improved. I think ttiey are 
tr .. ?. _befft_J:i,g;5;wio- team that I have seen. T 

Mo.y 12 Independence. k 
The weather is moderhting consiaerable, quite comfortable, ~ 

in ehirr':Sleeves. Som'3 apperancc of sprin_g.. Pro,,ender for horses veiy :: · 
high, no hay to be had, gro.in hc:i.S o.dvc:i.nced very 11nich and hard -:o be found., -
We spent :_h:-ee ciay in hunting for corn, •,ve at last found some which we 
pc:.id ~l. 00 per ,bu. for and basked it ,7urselves. we bought 23 bu. w~ 
sha.ll probo..bly starj.. from here in ttT.o · or thre~ days. We yesterday 
bou~ln; a pair of mules, tolerable good size cos,; us $150. about half 
bro~e. I :thi-nk they 1,1ill be b.. tolerable pc1vir. We hc:.•J~ also _l>ou.ght a 
:ight .:c..gon ;vhfch ~'Te intend to load ,..,i th corn to f ~ed on- the roaa un- '. 
t 1 Lr tne grb..ss grows. The ~YEvgon cost us $43. We sha11 · put a cover on 
it -.1r: ich ·:;ill cost $4. or $5. Our e:-cpenses are high taking all things 
iT, consideration. There is a great mo.nY backing out and returning 
.10:-c.e c._iscourcL0 ·ed on account of bb.ck•:vctrdness o .e season •••..•. 
OI ~ scurc1ty of gr&.ss anu so many a _ zoin~ I do not kno~ but tt will 
oe a nard tirne but I shall ~o c:.head. W~ Ar~ told in the old Bo~k NOT 
TO L1JOK BACK BUT to press for~vard to the prise of thP. R"Old Reageon We 
fell in compa.n:r with 3 young Men the first day thu.t ~Ve started fro?'!\ 
ho:-:~e that l i.. ve in Etilrminghhm ?, By tl,:e Nc...me 0f h i.;I~ins one B;r t;::e 
[c:.:~e of" krn&..lds r--e trcweled toP.:ether thev haV(! the Aoearance of" Nice ...... ~ .. 
~en ona of them is now Sick But I think he is bitting Better 
Z.S. Jen!1~Y is quit umv~ll probhbly Will feel Better 1:Vhen he i5its a 
Lit .le seasond ~o Cbmo f~~e The Rest of us Are tn ~ood he~lth exQeut 
~,Ir. C. ,V~10 is 1:roubl~d With the d iseas Oalled la i.s.eness he 'is the .. :r 
cL'.':'i s~unk I ev~r saw a .Heal Bra.gc..rdozE1. A gn1.te fellow t:o Uake ~ot1e . _.._ ..... ·)(iJ-

. ,, .. , . ., •·· .. , .• ._ .. . ,. '·\ ., ~ .. ,· .. .:,_;.-.l!;,.-::_.,,ff',,-, . 
.... ~ \'. ~ .. ...:. ! ' · . • .1;1..:. ... ~.:.A. , ::. • . . J . .. . :..-; , .. - - - ··- · I ... _ _. . .. ::. _ . .... j. -:....~: ~.: .... : " ~ ~ ---:· / ... .-- . ..... • • • • • · · - • • _ _,j,,,); :.._ __ :::._. _ti.,. ~-.t .6!'• .. \ . ·_, ... ! ~. J.#' ...t: ...... :....=~.IJ 
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~i-c~y Rilma.rk ,,nd lc~u~h c~t himself he is a. Rea.l ?IoDody I ct.!?l •1err;11!uch 
.. .c.isoponte in him :,rou Ner .. d Not say unJthing c..bou-:; hli'.1. -:J anyone 
i: ·,·i e ?et t hro1..ll-;'h hnd he does r:.Mot c.io h i..s pc-hrt. Better ";:ic:Ln he has he 
71"!.l,_ hc.1.1re t'J pi--~, for i. t in the c.i.strubution of the propert? 
t.ter,- is- one tl1i..ng verrv sure ".'here \Hl 1 Bee,. No parc.ne::., ship With him 
c.::'";er ~i tting through I like 1lr. Swet-t 1rer/ry Much so ::c.:.re I think he 
:.s c.. verr:r gJ:)d kinltl of h r!'t<1U I hlrr.ost frog-ot to tel 1 •7ou c::.'bout one of 
1'.~ 'J:!.c~ teeth- I tooR: c.. little cold on the S~N,~r1B0at cir:(: or.e 0f My teath 
... r,"'·• 1 ~e~ fo .... ·.; (Jr 4 o·~,_, 0 '''!"l~ ·•rhfn,,. ·-o'· ,.,.,. ,._.,..,,,~P"''"'~'-·--:. -~~ ... a 1'c -1J /.4-~J \..i,. 4' V g,...• I.I CJ . .&..¥ t••l J,., .- u 'J '..1.J ~---..L •.•J.6\...i.C.v,L.i.\_rl,,: L, ... IU,, l, 

ex-:rr,. ctP-d ca.me out ,,ery ehsy for i.t :'!f .. 8 ~,ery Much Uatt!rated I asked 
":~e ;:actor .tHY-GQ 1,'/hht his ct,,.rg·(:' m.G hn E'.cdd one c;dllc·.r T nc.:.i.d I 
:b'J :1·r1t thc.t Wci.s rchthe:r high lrn Shid 2 c.ol lhre :·rta.s t~lP. cust,ixery prise 
c·.;.•~ b.s I ·,vc...-s go'lng to Cc:.lifo:::-nh;. he onl:, cha-r~~P. rrie hc~lf price for he 
sL L: ::.e ..v""s going .there t.Jo hP. tlwu _;.;ht cihe •1mnld roi: Bee: :::.~rd ,:.,ith Me 
::-:: ! ;:,ight- ~vc:.nt hls survises thhre so I just pc.i.6 !i:=n o.nd '!Ient 
::i.':r ~: ::-.y busines6. you. cc .. n let 1!r. Ki.ttrecge reh<:. -:::ts le-!;ter it 
c: 0J:-.·:,.i:rn o.ll "::11Lt I hci.'7d t-o write a.t presnnt. you m11st Eec. ,,~ry 
~ T-"-:. :: ·:,j:•1icct.l for it wi 11 beh lh tH. bclf orP we g-i t throu?i: -~ o Co.lifornia 
:::c C<- ;.sP. I th-Lr~k f e~ci. is going to bf':c:. schrce there is so :-:1a.ny goi.n;; and 
,'ft.· s.::c:.ll he1.,rt: to gcb,re our teums more tir!le t-.1 ftrnd kt'"A;.:' up go.)d. courage 
! :.:;,r;e ci.l l things. will come round ;;-~ff~t ri t~ side· up yet --li-ttle 
~i.:-1s ; I.:=~vctnt yDu to be; gooci gitls beh kind to your .:!".O-i;her .so :h&t when 
T·rec.£~iY.e - c.. letter frnrn your;-.. cill I i~uy hea.re. a. good report 1:enu to 

· yu-:1r oook, i~nd try to improve •. gi 'H! my respects to c.11 :!'ly friends and 
G:>c; o:le..s-s.:...:.you_a..ll I shs.11 ;rrite a. few lines c'.s often hs !IT cc.n 
~y le:tter-·will npt be- lon5 hS I c..m c:. poor hand to •Nrite John Howlett 
Sunc.a-y~ --- Indep1;:ndance , May 19 We a.re here yet on a.ccoun't of ,the ill 
:::ec.. 1-;;h: of.-· E. 8.. Jenney Wt..~ !let ve Bin rea.ci.y for 5 or 3. dE-.. ys to., have 
~tLrt..e.~ti.t __ E. hus Bin quit sick. bu-;; is 

r . 

. . 

. . , 

I .•. I• 



I I' ~,-.., Fort Kearney, ~June 9th 1850 

J 
D~&r Wife & Children 
( . Vfe b.rrived here last.,_night We left Ind.ependance on 
·, ~ 2 ls t of U.o.y with 2 Lir. higsins & Ur. Arnold in company with us 
Mr Ar'r.:"Jld was sick or ho.d bin for some dhys but had got better We trav-
eled &bo:.1t 1 hundred miles when Arnold was taken worse und dide We 
~~rryed him by the side of the road on the orcarys and went on ES Jenny 

iwas sic~ a.lso when vrn left but is gainning fast but has not ben of any 
'sirvis -;;o us yet in the wa.y of work he has been verry pe.avish wanted 
a grate deal of waiting on I had the diearhea when I left Independance 
w·as •.:t;rry sick the night before we left there ;vi th rhat old pa.in in my 
sid.t b:.1: was better in the morning Uy diearhea continued on untill d 

, day before yesterda.y I think. I have V,Ot it checked but ha·ve ·oin reathe 
weake 0~t feel :nuch bP.tter the rest of the boys is co:nplaining som 

. So~ 3 or 4 ·c.ays ago we have some hard rains which __ we th i.nk had a bad 

. afect on the· emigrants for the ctiolrec:1. raged verry bfLd we pass~d a ll!:X 
no::.-rber of teo.mes thc>~ t ':Vas ·oury'ing the aeE-~d. and SO!!l more dying . there 
was f i. 'le other 1:emes trti:vel1.ng wi 1:h us they l~)St two men with the cholra 
We ha ire r ... •.1t seen or heard of any cholr,~ for 3 or . 4 days We were told 
the. t the Indians would be verry trou lesom but t-ve have nQt bin troubled 
aryyet we-·-stand. gard every night to protect our teams Our teams 
look verry· .well yet the -gra.ss is not so good as it Y·lci.S lu.st year We 
~re over 3 --hundred ·miles from Independance have traveled about 14 days 
•~e have pc> .. ssc:d through the r.-iost delighful ~ea.nrey that I ever saw high 
roling peraries not a tree norschrub in sight for hours We have net 
seen any ·buffaloes yet w~ see lots of antelope and 1,volves They have 
kept count of ___ _the nournber of temas that has passed. the fort this season 
w,hich fulls but little short of 9000 I did not und.esstand how many 
i sons but I should j udgethere could not bea less than 35000 persons 
and we have- pa.ssed on--the . . road brovably 300 teams-that are now· behind 
us Ci..n(~ lots-more coming There are a gra t mo.nv fa.mile s o-oino- some to · 
Califor~1a-~nd sqme to- Oregon wom ~na children of all classes hbd xi 

·-si-zes . We:~p~sscd. b. f e~v day since a family mo,nng ~o 0 regon the woman 
had. bin co:nf±nd:.::3 or· -4 day before in there tent rtad c:. fine boy 'all ddi 
doin5 well She_.hb.d aspring carige to lay in We have pr~ssed from 4 to 
3000 hec..d:-·of _ca.ttle that the e!:ligrants are sriving to California and 
Oregon It .be~ts all I ever saw the road is lined with masses of living 
beo.ings for miles and miles ·. you can see them beforeyou and behind you 
We are in about 330 miles of fort Larime, we are told that we will be 

. about half way through I want to write ~ore hut have not time it is 
sunday and -we are . buissey in over hauling and airin~ our bP.ding and 
pro1risions We had. a verry hard rain last night with wind When it 
rains here pores down verry hard I will ~rite when I ~et to fort 
Larime Excuse bad writing and spelling Give my respect to all 
I W"'a.nr--to ~ee you a.11 verry much tell the doct that I rwill write to 
him wr-,er: I git through 1 ou can sho him this so he will now what spead 
we are ~c..king from your afectionat husbc:.nd & farther 

John Howlett 

. - ..:: •. :it.· ; ' ··, .,, .: ' 

·--
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Middle-Spring, California 
19 October 1850 ----· 

~ • . '"t ., .,, 

. ~ .:; 

Dear Wife & Children! expect. you are.waiting with great anxiety to : ·. 
hear from me I arrived here on the .~day of October after a long· 
and tedious journey of near six months -- T wrote tQ_l_Q_U when I was . 
at Fort Larimer I then stated to you that I haanotoen verry well· . 
but was getting better but it did not last long for I was taken . -
worse anQ was sick withe what they call the dlountain fever ~nd was 
qu1te sick for 3 weeks got better of the fever but the diarehia con -
timued ve!rY bad till I got to salt lake the grate Mormon city of 
the west where-we stayed about a weeks where I got qui~e well: 
Here the other b:)ys thought we had better sell the waggon and pach 
I was a.posed to it but I was one of three so they carried the day , ., 
e.nd we sold the waggon 2 harnesses and bought one more horse that 
gave trS '/ horses and mules, 4 to ride, 3 to pa.ck When we started ... 
we traveled about one hundred and nintey miles We had 2 horses s . 
sto:len from us that left us in a bad fix We had to pack the rest· . · 
of our __ h.orses wi.th.. our baggage an go on foot between 5 and 6 hundred· 
miles- through the hots .. sun sand and dust. - In crossing the forty •. · .. · ,: 
miles desart--we. he.d the misfortune to have one horse die. and before .. ~ 
we got across 2 more gave out and so that we sold &ne of them a . · ·_ ~ · 
mule for- 35.00 dollars __ And then we was 2 hundred miles from where:.:; 
I now wr.i_te __ Vie had to hire some of our baggage carried. and got ·· · ·· 
along .. the-· best . we could--"---:we suffered from fateigue verry much ana· '. ~ 
som fore=-•ant of __ food though we did not suffer so much as a grate· · · 
many that~w&-saw on the road when we got about 3 hundred miles 
of g1 tt·ing=through we had to commence buying provisions which was 
high and --scasse I paid one. dollar a lb. for bacon the same for·· 
flour one doll for shugar per lb. -75¢ for coffee We saw men that 

, bad nothing but meat to eat for days I will not undertak to 
. descrtbe-=the-~~suffring of both men and beasts and the destruction of 

property_in_crossing the plains this.year for you could not amagine 
nor. bign -tb think that there could be such destruction without fire 
or water- if L.iive to see you I can tell you something about it 
ut I wtrr not . attempt to write it you will probably see accounts 
f it: -fr:om-::-pens- that is better able to wr:1. te than mine: After 
osing al.I our. horse except a Child and Jenny bad an offer made 

them by=a:-.man that vw as going through with a number of wagaons ·· 
. and horaes and cattle to drive a team , So Ur. Sweet and myself took 

OU!" horses and mule that we had left and went on I na,re not seen · 
them since that is som 4 or 5 weeks agq They· are all -out ofmoney 
I had to advance money to by provisions nad pay other expenses on 
the road which had reduced my funds conside'rably But I have sold 
'the horse and mule sold the horse for $44 and the mule for 55.00~ 
dollars and horses and rmles are verry low expense them that are, 
in low flesh which I will assure you ours were I have not see~ 
sweet for 2 weeks he has gone to wD~k for an old miner gits his_ 
board and half that he can make he is ea.st of hangtown about 60 
afles of sacremento city I am about 50 miles from Sacremento 
city 3 miles from hangtown or more properly called pUcerville 
I had joined 3 other men in putting up a . log house where the-pros
pect for winter digging is tolobale for I have ben to the city 
of sacremento and bought som provisions It is a grate place for 
one of its age I think I shall go to digging this winter but let 
me tell you that Ca]_,.ifornia is not the place that it is cracked 
up to be thare iEJTgrate many men here that is not earning their 
board Men with long fades wish they had never com here if I 
was at home and new what I now no I should not go but I am here 
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,and must make the best of it If I have my health I shall try hard 
but my health is quite poor I have had the diahrrea for 2 week 
f~el verry bad by spell My appitite is quite good but I am worn 
down withe the journey feel week I have no energey left my feet 
and legs are verry much swolen but I keep about can do about a half 
days work in a day I think after resting the weather gits cooler . 

( I shall feel better We are living "in a tent at present we cannot · .'. 
be verry comfortable we have got our house logs cut and d.rawed 
and have commenced laying them up have got the boards split out 
to cover it I think \Then we get into our house we shall feel bet~ 
ter I no but little about the mines yet I have ndt dug any 
thare are 2 men that tents with ~sat present that is digging 
they are new beginners at digging some days they take out 5.CO 
dollars - som 20.00 dollars it is thought that the m~ners are not 
doing so well this season as last my advice to all whome is des~ -_. 
iring to come to california is · just to stay to home if anyone asks· 
you how - your husband likes· california · tell them to take my word for· ~ 
it that I do not like it yet but am in hopes to before I come back 
I a.m verry-glad that there 1s ·aomother way of getting back besides · 
crossing-:the--plains as they are called but just timmagin what kind _ -

- )\ of plains"" they are_ when I tell · you that more than two thids of- the ~~~ , l way _ ia a:-.over-mountaine _ through mud holes · over rocks :1magin the - · _ - .:: 
y wor-st . roads --in -- Gods world'" that-· teams · and waggons ever passed over ~ -~-

_-- _ · ancL you-cannot-·begtn- to think anything about it I saw Mr Drak of • 
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-Repub:l:ic=-~he:·.:-is . in sacremento in the grocery buissness I also saw ·· 
••••• Joslin he was in the -city buying provisions to cary into the _ .- . 
mines_~- __ I saw J.ewis Stringes at a ·place called Cold Spring He told -~ 
me th.a.this father . was dead which newes you have probably had _ .... 
bef or-e~this --time Lewis is a bard case from what I can learn· the · '· 
-Patr.ick:~~ Boys are about 5 miles from Cold Spring wor5hless creatures ·.) 
dr.ink.tng:0 and gambling this is what mr _ Drak ea.is and others · 
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