




































361-0737Betty J. Smith 
 

11/2/76 

Great-great granddaughter of William Waddell 
of Russell, Majors and Waddell 

She visited the St. Joseph Museum in her trip to examine possibilities in St. Joseph 
for the placement of Waddell Smith's collection. 

The heirs of the Waddell Smith Pony Express collection are considering placing it in 
St. Joseph, Mo. It is presently located in San Raphael, Calif. in the home of the 
late Waddell Smith. They are not satisfied with the Alta Telegraph Building (recently 
restored as the western terminus) because it is owned by Wells-Fargo. (Waddell Smith• 
for years had a running feud with Wells-Fargo for claiming a part in the Pony Express). 
He also chastized Mr. Bader for printing this connection in Graphics. 

They - Betty Smith and her mother from Kansas City - had already been to Patee House 
and the Stables. 

The collection would be an outright gift to whoever in St. Joseph might be selected 
to receive it. She was not sure as to the extent of the collection nor the contents. 
Mentioned were books, documents, paintings, letters, etc. and artifacts. 

They have been to the restored Sacramento waterfront district and have been offered 
a room in the restored Alta Telegraph Building but are not satisfied with it. Too 
small they say. (The building is owned by Wells-Fargo which may have something to
do with their dissatisfaction). 

I stated that we would indeed be interested in such a gift providing that what we have 
to offer in the way of care storage and display is suitable. I sympathized with their 
concern to place the collection in safe quarters where it would be displayed, appreciated 
and made available to the public and researchers. I explained that we probably do not 
at this time have ample room to display the collection in its entirety but do have 
tentative plans to double the size of the exhibit area at the Pony Express Stables. 
In the meantime we could display selected items in one or two cases in the Stables 
and the library and documents would be cared for at the main St. Joseph Museum in con
junction with its library. I explained that the Stables and St. Joseph Museum provide 
full security (police-fire and insurance) and that the library is open the year around 
while the Stables is open at present six months each year and is considering extending 
the open time. 

In answer to questions concerning security at other historical museums in St. Joseph, 
I explained that while some would probably have ample room, they would not have ade
quate fire and security protection nor professional conservation and preservation 
methods, nor would they be open year-round so that the collection could be used year
round. 

Ms: Smith was given brochures, Museum Graphics and historical folders to supplement 
the verbal information to be considered by the heirs in Kansas City and California. 
I asked, that if we are to be seriously considered, that we be sent a list of the 
items so that we could better calculate the area needed to do the collection justice. 

I mentioned that if we here in St. Joseph are unable to provide suitable quarters for 
the Waddell Smith Collection, they might consider the Huntington Library, the Univ. 
of Wyoming, Utah or Nevada or possibly the museum at Carson City. (They seem tn F,{),..VC>r

a museum) I explained that such a museum should have a library department t� 
rn.tnlog and store documented materials so that they might be made available fo�· Y-e5ed-v-c.,h,
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From: Anne Canfield and Beverly Haskins 
Prime Time News Bureau 

HOME OF PONY EXPRESS FOUNDER 

RESTORED IN KANSAS CITY, MO. 

Special to UPI 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.--A historic white frame house built here in 1856 by a 

co-founder of the Pony Express is undergoing a $1.4 million restoration 

and will be open to the public for the first time this spring. 

Alexander Majors, who built the house, was one of three partners in 

the overland freighting firm of Russell, Majors and Waddell. Credited 

with helping establish Kansas City as the gateway to the American West, 

Majors was skeptical at the outset about the wisdom of launching the Pony 

Express operation. 

His reservations proved well-founded, because the previously 

profitable Central Overland Express freighting firm was thrown into 

bankruptcy about a year after the Pony Express made its debut. ( '·r 1 
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But Majors, whose former home is the third oldest house in Kansas ,,,,J'.i. t., ,,..;.(1:" ,fft: 11-1 

City, was above all a man of his word. When partner William Russell \,,.,.::I ' ' · ) 

promished Sen. William McKendry Gwin of California that the firm would 

undertake a faster pony route to the west, both Majors and Waddell agreed 

to carry out the pledge made by one. 

Within 60 days of the decision to proceed, the Pony Express was ready 

to run. St. Joseph, Mo., was the eastern-most point, with Sacramento, 

Calif., the western terminal. On April 3, 1860, the first rider set out 

on a 2,000-mile relay that was completed in a record nine days and 23 

-- more --
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