
56 to Honorary Bicentennial Posts· 
Fifty-six persons nominated 

by State Senator Truman E. 
Wilson of St. Joseph have 
been named honorary com
missioners for · the Missouri 
American Revolution Bicen
tennial Commission. 

The appointments were 
made by Governor · Christ
opher Bond, on the basis of 
names submitted by Wilson. 

Those named from Buchan
an county include many with 
interests in the historical 
area. They include Mrs. aar
bara Ide; Mrs. Mary Boder, 
Mrs. Loah Stallard, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Roundy, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Waldo, Nancy 
Sandehn, Mrs. Willis 
McGuire, Mrs. Louise Kim
berlin, Norman Burmont, 
Charles H. Potter, Mrs. Pat 
Clayton, Mrs. Virginia Grif
fin, Sheridan Logan, Mrs. 

Juanita Crockett, and Glenn 
Setzer. 

Attorneys from here named 
were Louis · Kranitz, Joseph 
L. Flynn, Charles F. Strop, 

, Milton Tootle .Jr., and David 
H. Morton. · 

Others appointed include 
Julia ' Duke, secretary of the 
Missouri River Flood Protec
tion Association; Richard A. 
Nolf, director of the St. Jo
seph Museum; Don L. Rey
nolds, assistant director; 
Lloyd Harris, musician; Mer
rill Chilcote, editorial page 
editor of The News-Press; 
Mary Helen Burrowes, of The 
News-Press editorial depart
ment; James Ray, director of 
the Albrecht Gallery; Tony 
Poloski, salesman for Pearl 
Brewery; Tom Teare, Mis
souri Western College regent, 
and Don K. Spalding, presi-

dent of the St. Joseph Stock 
Yards Co. 

Named from Platte county 
were Charles A. Bless, Tom 
Perry, Mrs. L. A. .Robbins, 
William Rees, Dr. R. J. Fel
ling, Mrs. Juanita Peterson 
Blankenship,. Mrs. Leo Dow
ling, Professor Jerzy Haupt
man; Dr. Harold Smith, Ed
gar Crigler, and Mrs. Susan 
Hudson. 

From De Kalb county were 
Earl Minor, Neil Dawson, 
Ben Ausman, and Bobby Kel- . 
ley. . 

Gentry county persons ap
pointed were William L. 
Nance, Alton Ruckman, Rob- · 
ert Coughlin, W. K Nance, 
Harry Turpin, Kenneth Kent, 
Homer Gillespie, Mrs. Ber
nice Wilkerson, and William 
White. 

Mrs. Mary Berry of Da
viess county also was named. 
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Di,scussion Here Friday on 

Bicentennial Observance 
A luncheon has been sched

uled Friday at Hotel Rob
idoux for a discussion of ac
tivities planned in Missouri 
in connection with the bicen
tennial observance in 1976. 

The speaker will be Ken 
White, executive secretary of . 
the Missouri American Revo
lution Bicentennial Commis
sion. 

Invitations have been ex
tended to public officials and 
various others who may be 
interested in developing 
events in this area to help 
commemorate the bicenten
nial. 

Among those invited are 56 
honorary commissioners 
named by Senator Truman E. 
Wilson and appointed by Gov
ernor Christopher S. Bond. 

Reservations for the 12:30 
luncheon in the hotel's Em
pire room may be made by 
telephoning Senator Wilson's 
secretary here, Mrs. Juni Al
len; Mrs. Barbara Ide, or 
Mrs. Margaret Hart. 

Some federaJ funds are 
available through the Mis
souri commission for events 

/ \ t 
planned to help observe the 
bicentennial. 

Six Missouri cities, in
cluding Chillicothe, have al
ready been designated bicen
tennial communities. They 
will receive flags and certifi
cates. 

Among seven other commu
nities who have applications 
pending at this time for such 
designation are Weston and 
Graham. 

Wilson said he had been ad
vised of plans of a number of 
communities in this area in 
connection with the bicenten
nial. 

Weston plans to renovate 
its present historical museum 
and add a wing to the build• 
ing. 

Graham will have a pag
eant, a tree-planting, and the 
opening of a museum. 

Trenton will plant trees in 
concrete containers along 
Main street. 

Unionville will plant trees 
along Main street. 

The office of the commis-

sion in Missouri has received 
$32,200 m Washington for 12 
of the grants which have 
been approved, and another 
$200,000 in federal money will 
become available after June 
30. 
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GOE::S INTO HY6TE:l?IC6 EV/::K'Y TIM~ 
I ME:NT/CN A oEPARATION," 

Bicentennial ignites 
digging into family tree 

The genealogical trail can 
make a great off.beat vacation 
at any time of the year. But it 
seems to have special appeal 
right now for those whose 
pride in their heritage has 
been ignited by the Bicenten
nia!. 

It may be a thrill to find that 
your family tree was really 
covered with Spanish moss on 
an old plantation. Or that your 
great-grandmother was born 
in a real sod house in Kansas. 
Or even to discover that the 
old sword found in the family 
barn was an ancestral relic 
frorri Gettysburg. It can all 

· come to light with diligence on 
the part of the researcher. 

Relatives unearthed may not 
all be little gems - one 
woman took her quest across 
the ocean and now avoids the 
relatives .she found there 
"because they always ask for 
something, like a motor
cycle." 

On the other hand, one man 
discovered why he loves the 
sea - his forbears were sea 
captains, and he gets a lot of 
invitations now to visit some 
newly found salty relatives. 
Still another man found Lady 
Godiva suspended from his 
family tree. 

Many sources can help you 
round out the tiny threads of 
family information you may 
pos.sess. The research staff of 
the American Genealogical 
Institute provides a lot of good 
information in its publication, 
"How To' Trace Your Family 
Tree," which includes a 
bibliographical list that is an 
index to genealogical records 
located in the National 
Archives as well as many 
puolic records. 

Tracking the official records 
can be the most fun, especially 
when you must go back to 
towns where there are family 
roots. One man said that 
everyone in one small town 
was his "spittin' image." 

It is not quite so exciting to 
get the information by mail 
bu~ it can be done. The insti
tute advises keeping the letter 
short and concise, with an 
ofrer to pay the cost for 
research. 

Vou should begin any search 
with your own logical 
se.quence. After exhausting 
your own supply of family da
ta, go to the person in the 
family who might have the 
mcist information about a par
ticular line - your maternal 
grandmother, for example. 

Many families recorded 
facts in Bibles. Visiting the 
person provides you with the 

opportunity of looking at the 
Bible and making your own 
notes. Then, too, you may be 
invited to look through an old 
trunk or diaries, letters, post 
cards for clues. 

The institute staff suggests a 
number of sources that might 
be tapped for information: 

. .. Probate records can be 
a great aid. A will can provide 
indisputable clues to the rela
tionship of indiv.iduals and a 
great deal of filial informa
tion. 

. . . State records are a 
veritable "treasure trove of 
information." The book . · 
provides a list of state offices, 
archives and record places. 

Records of the federal 
government were not intended 
for genealogical use "but they 
serve as an extensive reservoir 
of information from which 
many researchers have locat
ed Y,aluable family material 

Unfortunately the census 
before 1805 did not distinguish 
between family members and 
individiulas in households and 
can be misleading because the 
numbers listed for a family 
could include a cook, friend, 
boarder. 

. .. Pension records provide 
good clues but the researcher 
must really know t.he state 
from which the person came. 
After 1828 all surviving sol
diers who took part in the 
Revolutionary War · were 
granted pensions .. And a 
widow of a revolutionary sol
dier could claim a pension 
after 1836. Documents listing 
men who fought in the Indian · 
and Mexican wars are more 
complete. Ditto Civil War 
records. Information about 
World War I erecords must be 
obtained by writing to the Of
fice of the Adjutant General in 
the state in which the man 
served. 

. . . Bounty land warrants 
granted to veterans or their 
heirs for military service 
between 1775 and 1855 are 
another way to trace one's 
ancestors. 

. . . Passenger arrival lists 
go back to 1798 but there were 
so many - in one year before 
the Civil War more than 
300,000 arrivals - that the 
name of the vessel and its 
exact or approximate arrival 
date would probably be needed 
to succeed in getting informa
tion. 

The genealogical pursuit 
may not be a simple challenge 
but it could well prove to be a 
pleasurable lifetime hobby. 
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Bicentennial Pilgrimage · segment to stop here 
By BOB WALDROP 

Gazette <.:tty Hall Reporter 

One segment of the Bicentennial Wagon 
Train Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania will 
stop at St. Joseph next May. 

Dr. George Richmond, chairman of the 
St. Joseph Bicentennial Commission, has 
learned that the Pilgrimage will visit St. 
Joseph from about 11 a.m. until 10 p.m. 
on May 3. · 

The Wagon Train Pilgrimage is a major 
event of national scope designed to pay 
tribute to the nation's 200th anniversary 
this year. 

The Wagon Train Pilgrimage was 
selected as a project symbolic of the na
tion's early development and expansion. 
The wagon trains of young America 
played a vital role as settlers moved 
across the vast land and established out
posts, villages and finally the communi
ties and states. 

The Pilgrimage is sponsored by the 
Bicentennial Commission of Pennsylvania 
and endorsed by the American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration. 

Every state will be represented in the 
wagon train , and communities across the 
nation will have the opportunity to link 
their own Bicentennial festivites to the 
Pilgrimage. 

The Pilgrimage will be a replay of his
tory - but in reverse . as the wagons this 
time head eastward. A train of cowred 
wagons - with one wagon for eaeh state 

Bicentennial event 
Sunday at Patee House 

State Senator Truman Wilson will take 
part Sunday afternoon in a special Bieen
tenn ial presentation at Patee House 
Museum. · 

The ewnt will take place at the .January 
meeting of the Pony Expn•ss Historical 
Association. .Joseph L. Flynn . 
newlyelccted president of the group, will 
preside. · · 

Mr. Wilson is a member or lht• statt• 
Bicentennial Commitlet• and will be 
representing the state at the meeting. Al
so participating will be Gt•orge Rich
moml . local Bicentennial official. 

The membership meeting is scheduled 
lo start at 2:30 p.m. The public is imited 
to attend. 

Patee House ;\,lm;eum is now closed l'or 
the winter. II will n•opl'n starting in 
April. 

- will cross the nation, west to east , 
following historic trails and wagon routes 
as closely as possible. 

Each state's covered wagon will tour its 
own state, stopping at cities and towns to 
receive Bicentennial scrolls as these. 
communities rededicate themselves to 
American ideals. Each of these wagons 
later will join up with the National Wagon 
Train. 

There are several segments of the 
wagon train, with different schedules, and 
they started moving as early as last June. 
All are slated to arrive in Valley Forge 
Park in Pennsylvania by July 4, 1976. 
· In addition, a coast-to-coast Pony 
Express relay is planned and is timed to 
arrive at Valley Forge simultaneously 
with the National Wagon Train. The Pony 

. Express relay will be conducted by the 
North American Trail Ride Conference, 
whose volunteers will serve as outriders 
for the wagon train. 

St. Joseph will be one stop on a water
borne segment of the wagon train . It will 
begin May 1 at Omaha, with the first stop 
at St. Joseph the morning of May 3. The 
next stop will be at Leavenworth, Kan ., on 
May 4. 

Other stops will be · Kansas City
Independence on May 6, Jefferson City on 
May 10, St. Louis on May 13 and finally at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on June 16. 

The Northwest Route began at Blaine, 
Wash., on June 8, 1975, and has followed 
the Oregon Trail across Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming and Nebraska to 
Omaha. From Omaha this segment will 
parallel the waterborne segment , con
tinuing on past Pittsburgh to Valley 
Forge. Branch routes linking up with the 
Northwest Route include ones from Car
son City, Nev.; Bozeman, Mont., and Fort 
Mandan, N. D. . 

The Southwest Route began at Los An
geles on Dec . 26, 1975 , and will head 
across Arizona, the Santa Fe Trail across 
New Mexico, into Colorado and Kansas 
and finally join with the Northwest Route 
at Kansas City in May. Branch routes will 
come from San Franciso and Denver. 

The Southern Route will begin Jan. 4 at 

Houston, Tex. This segment will proceed 
northward into Oklahoma , and then 
across Arkansas, Tennessee, Virginia and 
Maryland before reaching Valley Forge. 
Branch routes will come from Shreveport 
and New Orleans to join at Memphis, and 
from Orlando, Fla., to connect at Nash
ville. 

The Great Lakes Route will start April 
13 at Minneapolis-St. Paul, and proceed 
across parts of Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Illinois , Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania . There will be a branch 
route from Des Moines, Iowa. 

The 13-States Route will start April 14 in 
Atlanta, and will include Georgia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, 

Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, New 
York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Mas
sachusetts and New Hampshire before 
reaching Pennsylvania. Branch routes 
will include Maine and Vermont. 
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Bicentennial plates being sold here 

Dr. George S. Richmond, chairman of the city's Bicentennial commission, left, watches 
as Richard Nolf, curator of the·St. Joseph Museum, center, and County Judge L.R. (Bud) 
Sollars, inspect Bicentennial plates which are being sold by the commission. The plate at 
the upper right bears a picture of the courthouse and the one below carries the image of 
a Pony Express rider. Two hundred and 50 of each plate have been cast. The plates are 
available at the Bicentnnial commission office on the first floor of city hall. The price is 
$17.76 per plate. 



Old calliope 
to be in parade 

- Staff photograph by Bill Bennett 

This air-powered calliope will be one of the attractions Sunday at a Bicen
tennial parade in St. Joseph'observing the 116th anniversary of the start of the 
Pony Express. The rare musical instrument was purchased by John Karle last 
autumn, and will be used in St. Joseph for the first time Sunday. Here Mr. 
Karle explains to 11-year-old Doug Chilcote how the· instrument uses brass 
whistles to produce music. Doug tested the calliope by playing Sousa's 
"Washington Post March" on the 44-note keyboard. 

Old-time calliope to be in parade 
By GARY CHILCOTE 

Gazette Staff Writer 
An old-time calliope will be a feature 

attraction Sunday in the Bicentennial 
parade marking the 116th anniversary ol 
the start of the Pony Express. 

The parade is scheduled for 3 p.m., 
starting at Patee House Museum, 12th and 
Penn streets. It will travel west on Penn 
where it will circle Patee Park and return 
to the starting point. 

The calliope was purchased last autumn 
by John Karle, operator of Karle Carriage 
Works, and will be in use for the first time 
in the St. Joseph area Sunday afternoon. 

Guests attending the annual Apprecia
tion Dinner at Patee House Museum will 
be serenaded by the unusual music when 
they arrive outside the building shortly 
before 1 p.m. 

Later in the afternoon a short concert 
will be given in Patee Park before the 
calliope is pulled through the parade. . 

Calliopes are generally associated with 
circuses and make music by forcing 
steam or air through large brass whistles. 
The unit to be tised·Sunday operates on air 
pressure. 

"I've always wanted a calliope ever 
since I heard the one perform on the 
steamer Admiral at St. Louis," Mr. Karle 
explained. "They are pretty scarce. I 
looked for several years before I located 
this one." 

He said he obtained the musical ins
trument mounted on trailer wheels from 
Springfield, Ill. 

The operator plays a small, 44-note 
keyboard which has action similar to an 
electric organ although each valve is 
controlled by air. 

Mr. Karle said he will display the 
calliope in Patee House Museum when it 
is not being used for parades and other 
promotions.· 

At the museum, short concerts on the 
unusual musical instrument will be per
formed for visitors on Sunday afternoons. 

Sunday's parade will be led by the color 
guard from the Air Guard's "First Mis
souri Volunteers." Most of the units will 
consist of horses and horse-drawn 
vehicles. 

Benjamin Stables of Kansas City will 
have a stagecoach which will carry dig
nitaries in the parade. Among those par
ticipating will be "Abraham Lincoln," 
portrayed by Joe Hamilton Scott. 

Mrs. Juanita Crockett, dinner chair
man, said the dinner at Patee House 
Museum is a sell-out and that no addi
tional tickets are available. 

I 
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Patee Park spruced up 
Patee Park, which will be one of the 

focal points of a Pony Express celebration 
Sunday, has been dressed up fo_r the role. 

City Park and Recreation Director 
Larry Elder said Thursday the park will 
be ready for visitors, parade viewers and 
even those who want to hold a picnic. 

The one-block park is bounded by 9th, 
Seneca, 10th and Penn streets. It is across 
the street from the Pony Express Stables, 
and just two blocks from the Patee House 
Museum, the headquarters of the Pony 
Express 116 years ago. 

There will be a parade Sunday at 3 p.m. 
which will start at the Patee House 
Museum and proceed to the park and 
around it.· 

Actually, improvements in the park 
were started last fall, Mr. Elder said. The 
first project was the old water fountain in 
the center of the park, which was badly 
deteriorated. 

Since the pipes to the fountain were no 
longer usable, and the stone work was 
crumbling, it was decided to convert .the 
fountain to another use. The exterior 
stonework was repaired and a rock base 
was placed in the bottom of the fountain. 
It was then filled with dirt. 

This week a dogwood tree, the state 

• Daily Records 

tree, was planted in the fountain, Mr. 
Elder said. 

Benches in the park have been repaired 
and repainted, and addi-tional benches 
will be placed in the park for this 
weekend's activities, he added. Picnic ta
bles also will be set up . . 

Later this summer, Mr. Elder con
tinued, sidewalks surrounding the park 
and the sidewalks leading into the park 
will be rebuilt. Playground equipment 
also will be installed. The old steam 
locomotive in the park will be renovated 
as much as possible. 

When the improvement program is 
completed, Patee Park will offer four 
different aspects, Mr. Elder commented. 
There will be the playground on the west 
side, the locomotive to the north, the pic
nic area to the east and the monuments 
and plaques on the south facing the Pony 
Express Stables. 
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Histo.rical mural 

at Marysville 
This is a drawing of the historical mural which will be 

unveiled in the city hall at Marysville, Kan., as one of the 
highlights of the Bicentennial observance. 'The mural is 

being painted by Daniel Jacobson, Kansas City, Mo., artist 
who Is a native o~ Waterville, near Marysville. 

Marysville has new museum, historical mural 
By BYRON E. GUISE 

MARYSVILLE, Kan. - Construction of 
a heritage museum and placing of. a his
torical mural in the city hall will highlight 
the Bicentennial year here. 

Plans call for building the heritage 
museum adjacent to the home station 
Pony Express barn in downtown Marys
ville. The barn is still in a good state of 
preservation, and has served as a 
museum here for several years. 

The new structure will afford more 
space in which to preserve and display 
local artifacts. 

The mural is being painted by Daniel 
Jacobson, Kansas City, Mo., artist and 
native_ of Waterville, near Marysville. He 

is well versed on Marshall County history 
and has painted many pioneer day scenes. 

On the mural will be portraits of Frank 
a!}d l'.dary Marshall. He founded Marys
ville m 1854 and named the town after his 
wife. 

In addition, there will be a steam train 
depicting the Roseport and Palmetto 
Railroad, later the Sf. Joseph and Grand 
Island, which operated the first time 
between Elwood and Wathena on April 24, 
1860. 

Covered wagons of the Oregon Trail 
days, the stage coaches of the Overland 
Stage Lines, a Pony Express rider, Otoe 
Indians, and other historical lore, along 
with a background of Coronado and his 
Spanish subjects, will be on the mural. 

April 6 has been set for a Bicentennial 
music event by the high school band and 
vocal departments, directed by Bud 
Schuette and Francis Smysor, in the 
school auditorium. Adding color to the 
scene will be costumed school children. 

Dedication of the Bicentennial flag for 
Marysville will be April 25 at the city 
building. The dedication will precede a 
tour of several homes. 

On May 9 the Union Pacific quartet, 
Omaha, Neb., will perform in connection 
with a garden party at the historic 
Koester -home. 

A wedding dress revue is scheduled 
June 1 in the high school auditorium. 

Traditional fireworks displays will be 
one of the July 3 features. This will be 

Bicentennial museum is opened 
By PAUL STEWART 

Gaze«e Staff Writer 

A special Bicentennial room,· es
tablished as a St. Joseph Stock Yards 
museum, has been opened on the 4th floor 
of the Exchange Building. . 

When announced last November, Don 
K. Spalding, president of the St. Joseph 
Stock Yards Co., said the museum is an 
attempt to celebrate Heritage '76 - with 
numerous items representing the 200-year 
period in the livestock industry. 

Mr. Spalding said the purpose of the 
~icentennial museum is to emphasize the 
importance of the stockyards and the 
livestock-meat industry in the develop
ment of both agriculture and civilization 
in this portion of the country. 

The museum, which is still receiving 
donations, is open to the public daily, ac
cording to tour guide Dianna Reynolds. 
She is Livestock Exchange secretary. 

Among items aJready on exhibit in the 
museum are old-Orne stockyards records, 
shares of stock from the 1800s, a scale 

model replica of the Exchange Building, 
numerous pieces of furniture used in 
some of the commission offices and other 
areas of the Exchange Building, fixtures, 
and old-time pictures. 

Several pieces of old-time office equip
ment also is on display in the Bicentennial 
room museum. These include a 
mimeograph machine, an address-o
graph machine, and a check-writer. 

Mrs. Reynolds said some of the old-time 
equipment, donated for use in the 
museum this summer, is still being used 
by those who loaned the property. 

Along with old-time lighting fixtures, 
the museum has received several lanterns 
which were used in the sheep yards before 
widespread electricity usage. 

"The museum now is receiving several 
old tools which were used in agri-related 
ventures," Mrs. Reynolds said. 

"Even the janitors have donated 
clothing they wore in earlier days. And, 
the restaurant people have loaned us a 
coffee grinder machine which they used," 
she said. 

The highlight of the museum exhibits, 
to date, is a loving cup in tribute to John 
Donovan, founder of the stock yards. The 
huge cup, with several etchings of his
torical St. Joseph, honors Donovan as 
"the man who made the Stock Yards a 
reality." It has been loaned to the 
museum by the city's public library sys
tem, having been stored for some time at 
the Carnegie Branch in the South Side. 

Among the many pictures and portraits 
already placed in the museum is one of 
Mr. Donovan. · 

Another popular attraction, Mrs. 
Reynolds said, is a photograph showing a 
large portion of South St. Joseph in 1908. 
"It seems quite a few people who visit our 
museum spend quite a bit of time viewing ~:.::::::,:::,::';ij 
opened South Side museuma_, 
a colorful history of l~" · 
the agriculture an1.Jii---

followed the next day with a joint 
religious service in charge of the Marys
ville Ministerial Alliance. 

The depot which had been located at 
Beattie, east of here on the St. Joseph and 
Grand Island Railroad for many years, 
has been moved into the city park here to 
be converted into a museum. Chairman 
Howard Funk hopes to conduct dedication 
ceremonies on July 3. 

Bicentennial plates, featuring the 10 
national historic places in Marshall 
County, will go on sale at a May 9 flea 
market. Art work is by David Hammett, 
Marysville. 

l'h -, climax of the Bicentennial summer 
will be a Labor day celebration, Sept. 6, 
featuring a parade. 
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· All areg counties well over 1 00 years old 
WUh emphasis being placed en the 

Blcentennlal, In ht nor of our natl en's 2Hth 
year, The Gazette, by this article, attempts 
to recall stme history throughout North
west Mlssonrl. Items In the article were 
taken frtm "A History of Nerthwest Mis
souri." 

ANDREW COUNTY 
This is one of six counties carved out of 

a section known as the Platte Purchase in 
1836. The people who settled in this part of 
the state were mostly from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and the Carolinas. · 

An act was passed by the State 
Legislature on Jan. 29, 1841, and the 
name, Andrew, given to the county - in 
honor of Andrew Jackson Davis, who was 
a distinguished St. Louis lawyer. 

Joseph Walker, a Kentuckian, was 
believed to be the first white settler in the 
spring of 1836. He settled only a few miles 
from the site of Amazonia. In 1837, 
Samuel Crowley, a native of Georgia, 
settled in the southern part of the county 
and was a member of the first county 
court. 

After the town of Savannah was laid out 
as the permanent seat of justice, a public 
sale of lots was held in August, 1841. 
James Wood purchased a lot, erected a 
building, and became the first resident of 
thP com_rnimity. 

ATCHISON COUNTY 
The act organizing the county, in the 

extreme northwestern portion of the state, 
was passed during the winter of 1844. 

The county was named in honor of 
General David R. Atchison, major 
general of the Northern Division of the 
Missouri State Militia. He served two full 
terms as a U.S. Senator, was elected 
Senate president, and as presiding of
ficer, became U.S. President for a 24-hour 
period. 

Within the county, Rock Port was laid 
out as a town on April 8, 1851, by Nathan 
Meek. Phelps City was laid out in August, 
1868. Langdon and Tarkio were laid out in 
1880; Fairfax in April, 1881, and on August 
13, 1883, Tarkio College opened with an 
enrollment of 64, giving the community a 
wide reputation as an· education center. 

BUCHANAN COUNTY 
When in the summer of 1826, Joseph 

Robidoux pushed the nose of his keel boat 
into the mouth of the creek called Roy's 
Branch, he began the county's history. 

In December, 1838, the General Assem
bly of Missouri passed an act providing 
for the organization of the county. It is 
named in honor of James Buchanan, at 
the time representing the U.S. at the 
Court of St. Petersburg and afterwards 
U.S. President. 

The county seat first was named Ben
ton, in honor of Senator Thomas H. Ben
ton, but this did not meet with popular 
approval and the name was changed to 
Sparta. On Feb. 28, 1846, an election was 
held whereby St. Joseph received 1,164 
votes, against 455 for Sparta, as the. 
county seat. 

DeKalb, platted by James G. Finch in 
1839 and formerly called Bloomington, is 
the oldest township in the county. About . 
1851 the name was changed to DeKalb. 

Rushville, formerly called Columbus, 
was platted in 1847. Easton was platted in 
1854; Agency in 1865; Wallace in 1872, and 
Faucett in 1890. 

CALDWELL COUNTY 
.1~'-f 'LrJS It_,, J -/' ·)? 

COUNTY was laid out and incorporated on May 5. 
The first white settler, Jesse Mann, 

came to the county in the spring of 1831 
and took up residence just east of Kings
ton. 

The first white settler, a French Corning :was established i~ the !all of 1868; 
Canadian adventurer named Samuel Forbes_ m 1869; New Poi!)t, first called 
Vesper, located about 1824 on a s~te about Grant, m 1875; Fortescue m 1886. 
two miles northeast of Stewartsville. 

The county was organized by an act of 
the State Legislature on Dec. 29, 1836, and 
was named in honor of Captain Matthew 
Caldwell, a soldier of considerable 
bravery who came to Missouri from Ken
tucky with Daniel Boone. 

An act of the Missouri Legislature 
provided for the organization of the 
county on Jan. 25, 1845. The permanent 
seat of justice was located on an area 
given the name Maysville. 

At Maysville, in 1896, Thomas J. 
Williamson founded the first chautauqua 
of the state. 

GENTRY COUNTY 

· Kingston was laid out in 1843, and was 
named in honor of Judge Austin A. King 
of Richmond•, later governor of the state. 
Mirabile was established in 1848, and 
named for the Latin word "wonderful". When Missouri was admitted to the 

Hamilton was laid out in 1854, and was Union as a state in 1821, this section was 
named in honor of Alexander Hamilton. inhabited only by Indians. 
Breckenridge was platted in 1856, and By an act of the state legislature, 
named in honor of John C. Breckenridge, approved Feb. 12, 1841, the county was 
then a vice-presidential candidate. organized. However, it was attached to 

Kidder, named for Henry P . Kidder, Clinton County "for civil and military 
was platted on Aug. 3, 1860; Polo, named purposes" until 1845. 
for an Illinois town, was established in Gentryville, the oldest incorporated 
1867, and Nettleton was laid out in 1868, town, was laid out in 1848. A town called 
originally named Gomer, but changed to Athens was platted in 1845, but was not 
honor George H. Nettleton. incorporated until 1851. In 1857, a special 

Braymer was established in 1887, and act of the legislature changed the name to 
named in honor of Daniel Braymer, an Albany, the county seat. 
influential citizen. Cowgill was named in GRUNDY COUNTY 
honor of Judge James Cowgill, state The area was a favorite hunting ground, 
treasurer. with buffalo, bear, deer and wild turkey, 

CLINTON COUNTY of the Sac and Fox Indians. In 1833, 
The county was named for DeWitt General W.P. Thompson established a 

Clinton, governor of New York. settlement on the west fork of the Grand 
Governor Daniel Dunklin appointed River. 

John P. Smith, Archibald Elliott and In 1838, Isaac J. Harvey built a 
Sterhen Jones as county court judges in settlement which was named Edinburg. 
183 • In 1839, the limits of the county were 

The area has good soil which provides a defined by an act of the state legislature. 
farmers 'kingdom". It also is one of the The county _ named in honor of the 
leading livestock counties in the state. Honorable Felix Grundy, statesman and 

Plattsburg, nea.r the center of the senator from Tennessee - assumed civil 
county, is the seat of justice. Turney, to - and judicial powers on Jan. 28, 1841. 
the northeast, was named in honor of The township of Trenton was organized 
Judge Thomas E. Turney. in 1841 as the county seat. Laredo, in 

DAVIESS COUNTY Wilson Township, was incorporated in 
In January, 1830, John Splawn reached 1890. 

the area and had a cabin located near 
Gallatin. This later became the county 
seat, and was na~ed in honor of states
man Albert Gallatin. 

On Dec. 29, 1836, the Missouri General 
Assembly passed an act creating the 
county. The name came from Joseph 
Hamilton Daviess, an eminent, but ec-
centric, lawyer. · 

Gallatin, oldest town in the county, was 
founded in 1837, was incorporated on May 
1, 1858, and chartered as a city on Feb. 23, 
1870. 

In 1845, Matthew Patton laid out a 
settlement called Pattonsburg. When a 
railroad depot was built at Elm Flat, two 

. miles to the south, the town moved to that 
location. 

Jamesport was laid out in 1856 in_honor 
of Jatnes Gillilan, on whose land it was 
founded; Salem the same year, by B.H. 
Coffey, and later was known as Cof
feyburg; and Civil Bend was established 
in 1868. 

Jameson was laid out in June, 1871 and 
was incorporated as a town in 1876. The 
post office was first known as Feurt 
Summit, but soon changed to Jameson. 

Winston was at first called Crofton, 
while the post office was designated as 
Emporia. It was incorporated as a town in 
1877. 

HARRISON COUNTY 
Originally a part of Daviess County, it 

was organized on Feb. 14, 1845. The 
county was named in honor of the 
Honorable Albert G. Harrison, Callaway 
County state representative. 

Bethany, the county seat located not far 
from the center of the county, was first 
called Dallas. In November, 1845, a vote of 
county officers changed the name. The 
first house erected in Bethany was built 
by William R. Allen in the fall of that 
year. 

HOLT COUNTY 
When first organized, it embraced both 

Atchison and Nodaway counties, and ex- . 
tended 10 miles into Iowa. The county was 
named in honor of David R. Holt, Platte 
County representative. 

In January, 1841, the northeast section 
was cut off by the Legislature and named 
Allen County, but this was abolished on 
Feb. 14, 1845. At that time Atchison and 
Nodaway counties were organized and 
Holt was reduced to its present size. 

On June 23, 1841, the court named the 
county seat Finley, but on Oct. 22 the 
name was changed to Oregon. 

The pioneers settled near Oregon, after 
coming from Indiana in 1838. 

On Feb. 18, 1857, the town of Mound City 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY 
0~ Jan. 6, 1837, Governor Dunklin 

approved an act of the Missouri Legisla
ture creating the county - named in 
honor of Edward Livingston, secretary of 
the state of the nation. . 

In the spring of 1831, the first white 
settler, Samuel E. Todd, erected a cabin 
in an elm grove about two miles west of 
Utica. 

Most of the settlers came from Ken
tucky and Virginia, and brought their 
slaves with them. In the original survey, 
one-third of the area was designated as 
swamp land. 

MERCER COUNTY 
The area was settled as a 'border' dis

trict - with Iowa being free and Missouri 
a slave state. The county was named in 
honor of General Hugh Mercer of 
Revolutionary fame. 

The area was named by an act of the 
State Legislature in 1843. Princeton, the 
county seat, was laid out in 1846, and 
named for the battle in which Mercer lost 
his life. 

Modena was laid out in 1856; Ravanna in 
1857, and the town of Marion, now called 
Mercer, was incorporated in 1886. Mill 
Grove was laid out in 1870, but was not 
incorporated until 1877. 

NODAWAY COUNTY 
As a part of the Platte Purchase, 

Nodaway became a part of the state on 
Sept. 7, 1836. The first white settler, Isaac 
Hogan of Tennessee, settled in 1839 in the 
Brown Spring area, just south of Graham. 

On Feb. 14, 1845, the State Legislature 
passed an act which named the county 
Nodaway, from the River Nodaway. It is 
an Indian name signifying placid. 

The county has long been recognized as 
one of the greatest agricultural districts 
in the state. Farmers started raising 
stock about 1870. 

PLATTE COUNTY 
One of the first counties organized from 

the Platte Purchase territory. The first 
white inhabitant was Zodac Martin, in 
1827, who settled on the Platte River and 
kept a ferry at the crossing from Liberty 
to Fort Leavenworth. 

Platte City, the county seat, was settled 
in 1840. It was preceded by Weston, then 
on the Missouri River, in 1837. 

Several ski-rmishes occurred in the 
county during the Civil War. One in 
November, 1861, at the crossing of Bee 
Creek, between Weston and Platte City. 
Another, at Camdem Point, in July, 1864, 
when the Federals met the Confederates. 

WORTH COUNTY 
The smallest county in the state. The 

first settlement was made in 1840, and the 
county was organized on Feb. 8, 1861. 

Denver, founded in 1849 by William 
McKnight, originally was called Fair
view. Allenville was laid out in 1856, and 
later was changed to Allendale. Sheridan 
was laid out in 1887 by James Boyle, about 
the same time as the county seat, Grant 
City. Worth was established in 1899. 
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