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CODY, Wyo. - Seve'nty-two 
years after Congress stripped 
Buffalo Bill Cody of his Medal of 
Honor, the Indian scout's name 
has been restored to the honor 
roll. 

"He's entitled to the honor, he 
was given the honor and he 

should have the honor," said 
Buffalo Bill's grandson, 76-year
old Bill G. Cody. 

William F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody, 
who became a famous western 
showman after the Indian wars, 
received the medal in 1872 for his 
gallantry as an Army scout dur
ing the wars. 

---... -~ . 

But it was revoked, along with 
medals of910 other recipients, in 
1917 after Congress retroactively 
tightened up the rules for the 
honor. Among other changes, 
Congress held that only enlisted 
men and officers could receive 
the award. A scout was consid
eFed a civilian; in all, five scouts 
lost medals in 1917. 

¥/ ere You at Pa~ee Parl4t 
With B~j!al~J~j~ in '14? 

Buffalo Bill Cody po~ for pictures in front of the Pony Express 
Stables in St. Joseph 48 years ago next August. Persons who _re
member being at the scene may obtain one of the pictures. 

The famous frontier scout was in town with his Wild West show, 
but w.i.s particularly interested in the Pony Express since he was 

11, former pony rider. _ ~ 
L. Moxie Hanley, official pho

togrB.pher with the show, took the 
pictures of Buffalo Bill's visit to 
Patee Park on a hot afternoon 
in August, 1914. 

Old Ne.gative Found 
Recently Mr. Hanley, now re

tired and residing in Kansas City, 
found an old negative showing 
Buffalo Bill posing with more 
than 50 youngsters and adults in 
the park. 

He and Museum Dir.ector Roy 
E. Cov have worked up a con
test 1;r the opening of the Pony 
Express Stables, now a summer 
museum, through use of the old 
picture. .. 

At Mr. Hanley's suggesnon, a 
l6 by 20-inch print will be dis
played prominently at the pony 
barn and residents who attended 
the ~eremony in 1914 will be in
vited to view the photo and at
tempt to identify themselves. 1 

Opens Memorial Day 
Those who succeed in recogniz

ing themselves in the uld pic
ture will be given a free copy. , 

Yesterday Mr. Coy said he \' 
hopes to have the copies ?f the 
picture ready by the opening of ! 
the Pony Express Museum on j 
Memorial day. ' 

"Mr. Hanley is greatly inter-
ested in St. Joseph's history, ~nd 

i I believe his idea for promoting 
I interest in the old pony stables 
\ is a fine one," Mr. Coy com-

I mented_. _ _ _ _ 

He wasn't baptized at--Weston 
HISTORY ISN'T WHAT it used to be. 
.-'First, we found out that ~orge Washington had 

not chopped down a cherry tree and actually had 
told a few fibs. 
✓Then we learned Chester A. Arthur was not the 

first President to install a bathtub in the White 
House. 
✓Next we read that Abraham Lincoln did not 

write the Gettysburg Address on the back of an en
velope. 

THEN came the worst blow: 
✓WilUam F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody was not baptized 

in the picturesque Holy Trinity Church, high on a 
hillside at Weston, Mo. 

For years, we had been impressing friends and 
visitors with the bit of trivia that Buffalo Bill had 
been baptized at Weston. The late John Cardinal 
Cody, when he was bishop of the St. Joseph Catholic 
diocese, helped spread the story, noting the Weston 
church record showed the Wild West hero had been 
baptized at Wes ton on Dec. 10, 1854. 

The cardinal claimed no relationship to the buf
falo hunter. 

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO; in reviewing "Buffalo 
Bill and His Wild West," written by Joseph Rosa 
and Robin May and published by the University 
Press of Kansas, Lawrence, we asked why Rosa, 
who is an Englishman, had not mentioned the bap
tism in his detailed biography of Cody. 

That brought a letter from Rosa, who lives in 
Ruislip, Middlesex. Rosa, who is enthralled by the 
American West, said he knew the Cody family had 
spent some time in Weston but had not heard of the 
baptism. He asked if we could verify the christen
ing. 

THAT WAS WHEN the roof fell in. At our re
quest, Father Terry Bruce, pastor of Holy Trinity, 
brought out the early day baptism record of the 
parish, records written in Latin - some by a Ger
man priest and some by a Polish priest. 

There was the entry: 
William Paris Cody, born on Nov. 25, 1854, to Mr. 

and Mrs. Elijah Cody, was baptized on Dec. 10, 
1854, by the Rev. Thomas Scanlon. 

But - two things came to mind: 
Buffalo Bill's father was Isaac Cody. 
Buffalo Bill was born Feb. 26, 1846, in Scott 

County, Iowa. 
THINGS DID NOT ADD UP PROPERLY. 
Evidently, the William Cody baptized at Weston 

was the son of Elijah Cody, a merchant at Weston, 
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and the baby baptized was Buffalo Bill's cousin. 
Just to make certain, we checked with Charles 

Bless and Ruth, his entrancing wife. The Blesses, 
who mother-henned the Weston Chonicle for many 
years, confirmed the fact it was the wrong Bill Cody. 
Bless has been translating the church records into 
English and his translation also showed the bap
tized infant had the middle name of "Paris" not 
"Frederick," which had been Buffalo Bill's middle 
name. 

So there it is - one more legend shot down and 
blown to bits. 

"ktt 
INCIDENTALLY, Weston gets quite a bit of 

mention in a new issue of "Ben Holladay - The 
Stagecoach King," from the University of Ne
braska Press. Holladay - a brother, David, 
started the distillery at Weston - liked large 
homes. The book, by J.V. Frederick, states, "A 
friend once said that Ben wanted the halls of his 
mansion near Weston big enough to drive a wagon 
through, and with this idea in mind, he must have 
selected his homes. 

"The Weston home had wide halls dividing the 
house upstairs and down. The largest front room 
downstairs was 20 by 25 feE!t, and across the hall 
was a room 16 by 20 feet. Beautiful crystal chan
deliers hung from the ceilings and there were 
marble fireplaces in these two rooms as well as in 
the northwest bedroom upstairs. The house had 16 
rooms, nine upstairs, five below, and behind the 
rear porch were two additional rooms used for slave 
quarters. There was a spacious yard surrounded by 
a four-foot stone wall. ' 

"At the rear was a rambling stable with room for 
20 horses, and hitching posts stood near the front 
wall." 

UNFORTUNATELY, that home was razed. But, 
luckily, most of Weston's antebellum homes have 
been preserved and that's what gives Weston its 
unusual charm and interest. 
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