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",~y CHILCOTE manner. His stamp made possible ad-

race to honor inventor of stamp 
Gazette Staff Writer vance payment of postage. 

Why is the British Postal Service . Sir Rowland Hill died 100 years ago 

Granite Canon, Wyo . He staged a 
similar race frqm St. Joseph to 
Sacramento in 1976. Assisting will be 
Kathy Riordan of Los Angeles, who al
so took part in the 1976 race. 

national televison coverage of the start 
here. 

m August, and the British Postal Ser
!~~nsoring a Pony Express race July vice is joining 100 other countries in 

To honor Sir Rowland Hill, of course. issuing commemorative stamps. But 
Not that Rowland Hill was a Pony since he was a native son, they wanted 

Express rider, or ever traveled from ~~n1fo:ore, and attract worldwide at-
St. Joseph to Sacramento. On July 14, a maximum of 12 riders 
. Indeed, he was a British subject who from the U.S. and foreign countries 
mvented the postage stamp. Until his will leave St. Joseph at noon for the 
invention, persons receiving a letter 1,996 mile ride to Sacramento, Calif. 
paid for its delivery. Obviously it Coordinating the race will be Dr. 
would be difficult to send bills in this David P. Nicholson, veterinarian from 

Nicholson said the event this vear 
will be a timed -race with the British 
Postal Service providing both motor 
vehicle fuel, and feed for the horses. 
The race will require 6,000 gallons of 
gasoline. Each rider will be permitted 
f?ur horses, and the average riding 
tnne each day will be 55 miles. 

Doctor Nicholson said the timed race 
is a test of the stamina of both horses 
and men. One goal of the ride is to 
mark the Pony Express trail with steel 
marker posts at one-mile interrnls as 
accurately as possible. 

There are nine rest davs included in 
the schedule, with the horses to arrive 
in Sacramento, Calif., Aug. 22. 

Nicholson will be using maps 
supplied by George Vaught, chief tire 
engineer for Sears. The maps were 
prepared by Rand McNally when Sears 
introduced their tire "proved over the 
route of the Pony Express." 

The Pony Express Historical As
sociation at Patee House Museum 
st~rted work on the race in January, 
with Al Chioda of New York coor
dinating details with the British Postal 
Service. Chioda has made two trips to 
St. Joseph to set up arrangements. 

"It must be understood that the 
majority of this trail crosses a rather 
primitive section of land known 
throughout history as the Great 
American Desert," Nicholson said. 

Local activities as a part of the Pony 
Express event will be held to help 
generate crowds in the area of Penn 
street where the Pony Express started 
119 years ago last April. 

"Experience has shown us that we 
are faced ·with the same problems 
presented by Mother Nature as our 
forefathers were." 

---
The race sponsors hope to attract 

On the California end, Federal Judge 
Sherrill Halbert will be arranging de
tails of the arrival at the Hastings 
House in Old Sacramento. Halbert is 
vice-president of the National Por,a· 
Express Centennial Associati.Q•\6 .l "' 
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Pony Express, black soldiers, politics 
THE PONY EXPRES S COM-

MEMORATIVE STAMP, issueti in 1940 in St. 
Joseph, is to be found in all lts greatly en
larged glory in "Stamping Our History," by 
Charles Davidson and Lincpln Diamant, 
published by Lyle Stuart Co., N;ew York, N.Y. 
That ~tamp has its "Day of Is~ue" cancella
tion in St. Joseph on April, 3, 1940, to coin
cide with the dedication of what was then the 
"new" St. Joseph post office and federal 
building. 

?JZ·I< · 'i PT1mely 
observations 

Frederick W. Slater 
Editorial page editor 

That was the day James A. Farley, who was 
named postmaster general by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, came to St. Joseph to 
open the new structure and to autograph 
stamp sheets and letters in green ink. The 
stamp is unusual in that it celebrates not the 
customary 100th anniversary, but the 80th 
anniversary of the start of the pioneer mail 
service from St. Joseph to California. 

The volume, beautifully illustrated with 
designs used on many commemorative 
stamps by the U.S. postal system, portrays 
the great epochs of the United States - the 
land, original inhabitants, the colonial period, 
the Revolution, the expansion of the new na
tion, the Civil War, two World Wars and the 
current space age. 

The book, certain to be coveted by stamp 
collectors and anyone interested in history, 
even has details of some stamps 1 magnified 
more than 2,000 times. 

* * * TWO BOOKS from the Univers ty of Kan-

sas Press, Lawrence, Kan., deal with some
times forgotten aspects of the Army. 

One, "The Sable Arm," by Dudley Taylor 
Cornish, details the service of black troops in 
the Union Army during the Civil War. The 
book is timely in that Congress recently ap
proved financing of a memorial to black sol
diers to be built at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 

It was by that war - not by the Emancipa~ 
tion Proclamation - that the blacks, who had 
to battle their way into the Union Army, 
fought their way into U.S. citizenship. Few 
people realize there were 178,892 black men, 
including some 7,000 non-commissioned of
ficers and about 100 commissioned officers, 
who fought in the Union Army during that 
war. 

THE IMPORTANCE of Army schools, such 
as that at Fort Leavenworth, is stressed in 
"Soldiers & Scholars," written by Carol 
Reardon, an assistant professor at the Uni
versity of Georgia. What the Staff and Com
mand College and similar military institu
tions have done is to imbue Army officers 

Pony Re-run Cachets / 
on Sale Next Week 
~ j~, t / 

Pony Expr~ss drun cachets insure regular postal delivery 
comme'!loratmg the Nebraska to any U. S. address. 
centenmal will go on sale in St. Nebraska centennial postage 
,Toseph next week at the Patee stamps are available at the St. 
House and the St. Joseph Mu- Joseph post office and will be 
seum. sold at the Patee House and the 

The l!mi~ed edition e~velopes St. Joseph Museum. 
of special mtere~t to historians Centennial committee mem
and collect~rs will be sold here hers in St. Joseph said the sale 
foit$~hst~tifg ~0nday. of cachet envelopes is limtied 1 

e a ee ouse, 12th a~d to the number which may be I 
Penn streets, the cachets ~111 carried on horseback. They will 
be sold from the _area . which be sold on a first-come basis. 
once housed the m~m office for Prior to the start of the re
the Pony Express . m 1860- . run through Kansas, a arade 

The envelopes will be earned will be held through do!ntown 
on horseb~ck from St. Joseph St. Joseph Saturda mornin 
to Laramie, Wyo., in special Aug 12 y g, 
mochilas. Lee Shifflett of St. Jo- · · 
seph will be !rail boss of 40 Among riding groups to par
riders who will leave here Aug. ticipate in the parade will be 
12 on the first segment to Han- the Fillmore Saddle Club. The 
over, Kan. From there another Pony E~pr~ss Re-run commit• 
group of riders will continue the tee has mv1te~ any area riders 
trip westward. to take . pa~t- m the parade ei-

The cachet covers will cost $1 / ther as md1v1duals or in groups. 
from St. Joseph to Lara~ie· More than a dozen area girls 
50c to Gothenburg Neb and have entered the queen contest 
2!ic l,o Marysville: Kan:' The to ?C staged the night of Aug. 
cachets will also require a five- 11 in t~e down~own area. - I 
cent postage stamp which will . ~~r mformat10n on the fes-

with the importance of intellectual authority 
linked with the study of warfare. 

At the same time, while avoiding errors by 
studying the past, those schools have left 
open the ability to adjust those lessons to 
today's and tomorrow's changing military 
techniques. 

The epilogue, entitled "Thank God For 
Leavenworth," reflects the truth that gradu
ates of the Army's advanced schools have 
held and still do hold many of the most sensi
tive and responsible positions in the Army. 

* * * 
IT'S TO BE REGRETTED that "Making 

Sense of Politics," by Arthur Sanders, as
sistant professor of political science at Drake 
University, published in late October by Iowa 
State University Press, Ames, was not pub
lished six months before the recent general 
election. 

As noted by the author, politics is a confus
ing subject and one that reacts, not always 
wisely, to the opinions· of the public. But as 
Sanders notes, "A better understanding of 
people's sense of politics will give us a clearer 
view of the potentials and limitations of 
democracy." 

The book, based on in-depth interviews 
with 26 randomly selected citizens of Utica, 
N.Y., shows how people sort out information 
pertaining to government and officials and 
arrive at judgments on political issues and 
leaders. 

tivities contact Lee Starnes or 
write to Dewey Bishop, B & H 
Stables, route 3, St. Joseph. 

PONY EXPRESS POST ... Andrew J. C "f f =t1/1i,h · ' I/; / · oy, w1 e o ti museum director, holds 

No pr_ofit will be made by the 
centennial commission on the 
re-run cachets, and money re
ceivPC! will be used to defray 
expenses. 

Kulak, 705 South 14th street, mails a Pony 
Express cachet Monday at the St. Joseph 
Museum as the envelopes went on sale as 
part of the Pony Express re-run, which will 
start from St. Joseph Saturday, Mrs . . Roy 

other cachet covers that will be carried by 
horseback along the original trail to Fort 
Laramie, Wyo. The re-run celebration will 
include a queen contest Friday, followed 
Saturday by ceremonies and a parade. 

I 




