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had $50,000 left over. It was pounded 
into a golden sheet and c;overed the 
dome. For nearly a century it has glis
tened in the sun as gold wm not oxidize. 

Sonora's grammar school is an exact 
reproduction of the Library of Congress, 
only smaller, with a silver dome that 
glistens in the sun. The reason The Pony 
Express bought a home on Meyers Hill, 
and improved it by building on more 
rooms with a 60' observation porch, is 
because of the gorgeous view of this 
grammar school. It entranced Therese 
S. Jose, who loved to do her work on 
the porch and look at it. Countless visi
tors to "Little Oaks," including Art Roth 
of Levi Strauss & Co. and Charles Hans, 
Vice-President of Wells Fargo & Co., 
have gazed upon it with admiration. 

Margaret Dienelt and George 
Fronval Comment 

Recently Mrs. Bertram Dienelt, who 
restored the historic Gunn House; where 
the town's first newspaper was pub
lished (the Sonora Herald), came to 
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l'roidtHI JV,lls, Fnrp & Co.'1 E.xprns. 

LLOYD TEVIS - 1832-1899 

THE FAMOUS TROPHY on the 100 
Mile Ride is given annually in his 

honor. As President of Wells Fargo & 
Company the historic firm grew by leaps 
and bounds. Their stages hauled gold 
and silver from the mines for U. S. Mints 
at Philadelphia, San Francisco, Carson 
City, and Denver. This wealth won the 
Civil War. Before the war, Wells Fargo 
was the main, and best customer of the 
Pony Express, and it was Lloyd Tevis' 
wealth in Wells Fargo that "rescued the 
Pony Express from insolvency" when it 
went broke in 1860, taking it over jointly 
with creditor Ben Holladay, in 1861. 
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"Little Oaks." She also gazed upon the 
beautiful edifice across Sonora Valley. 
"I can't understand why they would ever 
think of tearing down that building," 
she remarked. Following Margaret Die
nelt came George Fronval <;>f Paris, 
where the attractive Louvre commands 
attention. He knows elegant architecture 
when he sees it, and was so interested 
in its splendor that he adjusted the 
telescope to get a better vision of the 
silver dome that Bill Segerstrom is try
ing to help save with car stickers. One 
thing that George couldn't get through 
his head: "We have buildings centuries 
old, still standing in France, yet citizens 
here would want to tear down a magni
ficent school like that, built since the 
tum of the present century." Go to it, 
Bill ! Print more stickers and pass 'em 
out! 

(Editor's Note: Historians R. Tod Ruse 
and Coke Wood, of University of Pacific, 
who is now hailed as "Mr. California," 
and Tuolumne County's Carlo M. De
Ferrari joined in the conference with 
some deep thinking, and an "Amen!" 

WELLS FARGO OPERATED 
STAGE LINES AND 

PONY EXPRESS 

IT HAS COME to the attention of The 
Pony Express that "someone has 

been running around the country stating 
Wells Fargo never operated a stage 
coach in California, nor did they operate 
the Pony Express, that they were just 
agents." This is so ridiculous it doesn't 
deserve space and time to answer. In 
the fall of 1866, at Salt Lake City, Wells 
Fargo, who was already operating stage 
lines west to California, bought out all 
of Ben Holladay's stage lines, from the 
Missouri River west. Also, in the 1850s 
they operated feeder lines all over Cali
fornia, from the Northern Mines to the 
Southern Mines. Then the Pony Ex12ress. 
Col. Frederick Bee oFPlacerville fitt'm: 
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and they were not "just 
agents.'' 




