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1:'(iNt TheJour~2~0~/;:~~:: s:,;les 
?'f{,;'~.T, HERE ARE many acounts of_ t~e migr~tion of the forty-niners, and 

. ;/ }Jj\ }Ji. ~~ose be~t known concern exped~t10ns wh1~h, because of l~ck of _proper 
,,'. ,. .. -it>. . leadership or adequate preparat10n, experienced great d1fficult1es. On 

· ;,, -<';:~ther hand, many groups came through after months of hardships and 
.~. ·,. dogged persistence and entered California with no fanfare, to be absorbed 
· :,; \f:'.,s[arnong the nameless thousands. The journal of David Jackson Staples, pub-

.. __ f} } lished here, for the first time, is the story of an expedition for which the 
<'J~ftJ\ members carefully prepared and which probably typifies the experiences of 

· .f·:l,f ') the great majority.1 

· ; ,, · ff Twenty-six men of Boston and Newton, Massachusetts, spurred on by the 
·:, cry of "Gold," formed an association to go to California for the purpose of 

bettering their economic lot. They bought the bark Helen Augusta, filled it 
with supplies and sent it around the Horn. Soon after, they left via the over
Jand trail, accompanied by a physician and supplied with money to buy 
equipment along the way. David J. Staples, a member of the party, was born 
in Medway, Massachusetts, on May 3, 1824, the son of John and Dorcas 
·(Reed) Staples. Left an orphan at eleven years of age, he worked at various 
jobs-as a farmhand, shoemaker, millhand, and machinist. On April 20, 1848, 

, he married Mary Pratt Winslow, a descendant of Edward \1/inslow, who 
· came to America on the Mayflower and was a governor of the Plymouth 
colony.2 Together with the other twenty-five men,David Staples left Boston 
?n April 16, 1849. The following is his day by day account of the journey. 

JOURNAL OF D. J. STAPLES 

Menzorandom Book on t/Je Journey to Cal. 

Apr 16, 1849 Left the city of Boston a member of the B~ston and Newton 
. , Joint Stock Association bound for Calaf ornia for the purpose of bettering 
. our condition on money matters and seeing the country. I left home with 
· regret as it is no easy matter for me to leave wife bome friends and attach
; ments. the company numbered,26 members made up of people from Bos-

ton an Newton. 3 We started from the Western Depot at ¼ past 8 oclock had 
a car to ourselves through to Albany being detained in Springfield rwo 

, hours we arrived at Albany at 9 oclock. Nothing of note occurred on the 
way. We now begin to see the developments of the character of the men. 
We are strangers with few acccptions, but a remarkable trait in ,Americans 
is to have confidence and respect for each 9ther and only on being disap-

.; pointed or deceived do they distrust their ability or zeal to opperate to-
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ge~e~--W~ shall know more of each other after we have passed the bounds 
of c1v1hzat10n and camped together on the Western Prara. · 

Apr 17' :Ve left Albany at noon on the emigrant train for Buffalo having 
procured tickets through to Cincinnatti on this road we managed to have 
a car to ourselves. We passed through a beautifull country from Albany to 
Buffalo Many fine towns and some citys We arrived in Buffalo 0 r{ the 
r 7' at 2 oclock proceded direct on board a fine Steamer "name Baltic" 
bound for San~usky ci~y. vye arrived in Sandusky on the 20th having had 
a very rough time this bemg the first trip of the Boat this season the offi- · 
cers and ~rew were nearly all_ sick as well as a large number of the passangers .. 
! was as s~ck as need be and did not get over it under a day or two after land-' 
mg this place has the appearance of having grown up in a short time. /\ 

Apr 21st We left Sandusky at five oclock A. M. for Cincinnatti. the first 
part of the day we passed over a n~w country houses mostly made of logs 
and to a N e_w England man there 1s nothing verry enticeing about them , 
ho~ever this must eventually be a populous country. We arrived in Cincin
natt1 at 9 oclock P. M. put up at the Henry House a first class hotel! . 
here we stopped over Sunday On Sunday we went to Church most . 
of us we attended meeting at the Christian Baptist and Orthordox heard 
good preaching at both places. . 

_Cincinnatti is_ a great city on the Banks of the Ohio on nearly level land 
with the except10n of that part next the river which is the same as the banks 
o~ all the we~tern rivers quite Bluff there is some high ground back of the 
Cmy on which some of us stroled here we had a chance to view Ken
tucky on one side Ohio on the other one free the other [a] slave state ' 
Slave labor cannot compete with free labor in making things look thrifty. 

Monday Apr 23' 1849 Today we engaged passage in the Steamer Griffin' 
Ye~tman f_or St. L_ouis. We also bought two waggons for our trip across the 

· plams havmg satttsfied ourselves we could transport more goods with the 
same number of mules than we could if we packed mules having got all 
our baggage on board the Steamer and all being redy we left at 7 P. M. and 
moved off down the river. 

1-pr 24'_This_morning w~s delightfull and a New England[cr] feels ape- -
cuhar satt1sfactton on movmg down such a river as the Ohio 'the trees 
were leaved out and the banks of the river was beautifull We had a good 
tab~e set on the bo~t and a verry ~ne Captain the~e was but little change in ,; 
pasmg down the nver On_e thmg of note was bemg let through the locks 
at Louisville i the rapids in the river near this place are such as make it nec-
essary for boat~ of large size to go through the canal and locks at this place 
we saw Porter.the Kentucky giant who stands 7 ft 8 in high he has a fowl-
ing piece ro ft in length and such a cane- he is quite feble now. 

Apr 25' Arrived at the mouth of the Ohio at ro oclock A. M. couched 
at Cairo The vilages west and south look as though they lacked New 
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England enterprise no prety fenses round their houses and they lack :1 

finish so it looks to me. We started up the mighty Missif>J>i the water was 
more mudy than the Ohio this afternoon we saw a large island covered 
with wild geese all the rifles on board were soon in requisition but to no 
purpose as we did not come near enough the men on board seemed to. en-

r joy murdering the ducks as we passed near a c~ve. . 
.Apr 27' This morning by the recommendat10n of our Dr q~1te a number 

of us went down to the Wheel house for the purpose of gettmg a sho\ver 
Bath from the spray of the wheel it was a good idea as was prooved by 
our feelings during the day after While I passed in the \Vheel house 
Brother Freds dog Carlo thinking ( to all appearance) I had gone overboard 
jumped over and was soon far in the rear we saw him head fo: the sho:e and 
Brother Fred and I got set on shore to go back and search for him . this was 
7 miles below St. Mary's Landing on the Misouri side we started tl:rough 
the timbered bottoms · we searched in vain for him it was access1ve hot 
and having nothing to eat it was a luxury to find a log cabin where \Ve got a 

· little corn bread and butter-milk after eating a lunch we started up the 
banks of the river for the landing• in the bottom lands water stands in little 
pools and on pasing through the Mosquitoes would arris in swarms and com
mence their work of drawing blod in hot haste they were as bad as some 

· of the Dr's in times past We hailed two steamboats in the afternoon . 
they were New Orleans boats and asked us? d?lls t~ take us up to St Lm!:~ 

'.. it was only 60 miles and our fare from Cmcmnatl to that place was OI11) 

$4. We concluded to stay in the landing and take a smaler boat :ve put ~p 
. at a tavern such as is common out here and had another opportumty to oo

,. serve western maners 
.· Apr 28 We took passage up the river in the 01:iental an infi:·m boat at $ 3. 

andarrivedinStLouisaqA. M. on the 29· athghtwewentmserchof our 
party. We found them on board the steamer Bay State and ncarl)'.' ~ead_yto 
move up the river to Independance. here they bought the provis10ns for 
our overland consumption and hurried on~ on account of the report tha~ th~ 
cholera being quite prevelent there was four c~ses on _the boat that arnveo 
the day before St. Louis is a large place and 1s destmed to ~e- the great 
point for emiarants to start from here they can purchase prov1s10ns cheap 
and a genera{' out fit for a good deal less money than at Independance_- !his 
heina Sunday we thought- best to have a meeting there bei~g a mm!ster 

, withbthe Granite State Company we invited him t? preach and it was a pleas
ant sight to see me[n] from all parts of the Umon come to gather m_the 
Cabin and worship alike one God4 We made good headway up the nver 
. Monday 30th Today we have moved on well occasion~lly getting agro_und 
on the shoales this river is full of these places and reqrnres the best of pilots 
to get a large boat up to St. Joseph the destination of our boat . 
· 1Way 1st Nothing of note has occured today We have learned there 1s a 
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great d1ff erence between the Ca t . . .· 
Griffin Y. eatman this one is Pl ~mlfof . this boat and the Captain of the 
but he~lthy. the banks of th: :~:e;~ cent Yankee \V c Jive verry plain 
wateris verry Mudy but . ook more ruged than the Ohio the 

l h. qmte sweet we observ d . 
ra c Imneysricks [sic] pi! d I . e qmteanumberofnatu-
ating on them Nature e ukp as t 1ough the hand of man had been opper-

. wor s out some c1ueer sh . 
sev. era! • mes but got off . h apes we got aground w1t out trouble 

~ay 3rd We arrived at h ide eodanc I . . . 
havmg got our loading o -h P ~ t 11s mornmg at 2 oclock A. M. . 

n s ore at sunrise the d. 
town and make some enqu· . , b , ircctors started up to see the. 
h Ines a out matters ti . l ' 

t e landing it has the a f . . 1e town is t 1ree miles from , 
"Jonah's gourd" we c!!c~:~a::t:0° c~;vemg ~rown up in one night like 
small stream and camped out for the fir ~ I n:11Ie bel~w the town near a 
mule~ today thinking it advisable to look stbt1me m my hfe we bought no 

Friday May 4th I 849. Toda we have a out some fi~st . . . 
era! matters we purchased y 1 made further mves• gation on o-en-

M ' Tl 3 mu es and engaged one wao-o- b 
ay 5 1e directors are at Joss to l·no . bbon ·. 

tod_ay we purchased 7 American 1~ w wh~t ~nnd of mule~ to purchase. 
Spanish mules mu es but dunk they shall generally 

Sunday May 6' I together-with two mor . . ' 
a pair of mules No one k I e s~arted out some three milesfor 
h nowes 10w vexatious it is t • 

t ese were as wild as Arabs d . o manage wild mules . 
Monda M . an we were tired enough . 

Y ay 7th. Today we commen cl · 
Spanish mules and at night our cam be a ce m ea~nest we bought 30 
beginers business crowds in every l g n to look hke starting but to new -,. 
fit &c &c orm waggons to buy harnesses to "'. 

Tuesday May 8' Mr. [J. A.] Hou hand . 
chase a few horses and chai . b . g I started m the country to pur-

. smithing done W d. ns It emg next to impossible to get any black-
e irected our course t ) tl f . 

county Mo. We bouo-ht a verr f h < 1e town o Libert):'.. Clav 
in Ma;s $200 quick b the 1 dyhast _orse for 55 dolls such as would bring' 
h ' an ere Is a good deal p d 

orses raised on them will sk • 1 . rara an most of the 
at a fine tavern and receved tl11emboverft 1e ground like a bird ,vc put [up) 

. est o treatment. 
May 9 Friend Hough and I started out in the 

the day was a fine one and w . cl h . country to find a few horses 
h ~ cn1oye t e nde much h 

orses at an everage price of 4 cl 11 1 , we pure ased 3 
whiffle trees as well as shoes fo~ o s, 1 1ere we bought our chains and 
and started for camp we a . oudrlmu es packed our chains on a mule 

. rnve ate at home on f . 
tamed at the ferry all well • account o bcmg de-
all around us . m our party but they are dying with cholera 

May 14' Tuesday From the 9th to the I l . 
journey all being ready we d fi 4It 1 was spent m preparing for the 

11 . ma e a na move from (':;ri'nTP r~m~ 
ca eel It at Independance W d ~ as we e move out I 3 m1·1e h I . s w ere t 1ere was plenty 
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the mules wild and roads nmdy it was hard for man and beast 
15tb we lay by and arranged our loads, etc. 

; May 17' Today we divided the rideing horses by lotcry they were all 
brought up and numbered horses and mules and as bad luck would have it I 

the smallest Spanish mule we had in the lot it was a cream coloured 
one I riged on a Mexican sadle and trimmings and mounted being 
full six f cet tall I must have presented a picture truly rediculous my f cet 
came within less than a foot of the ground he used his best endeavours to 

me off but failed. and many a hearty laugh the boys have had at my 
expense today . 

. My friend Hough was more unfortunate haveing been throwcd several 
times from a similar article of horse flesh We got ready and moved 7 miles 
over a very rough road and crossing quite a stream here the hard work 
comes for men lifting and prying out of the mud waggons we camped 
on the edge of the prara and a fine sight it was as far as the eye could reach 
nothing hut a roleing plane during the day we had two poies ( or toungs) 
broken by our mules being wild and reamers not acquainted with driving 

. we camped tired and hungry 

Saturday May 18' We spent the first part of the day in mending our wag-
gons We passed on 1 3 miles over the most beautifull country man ever 
beheld Prara pinks were in abundance and the odor arrising from them 
delightfull to one's allfactory's One that has never seen these plains can 
form no idea of their vastness it looked like an ocean of prara Only enc 
thing we observed to mar the scene that was quite a number of new made 
graves and the voluntary thought and wish was that he had laid up for him
self treasure in heaven in seeking treasure across the plains and the thought 
naturally occur it may be our lot next but large hope and stout hearts will do 
much towards sustaining us we arrived in camp late found water bur 
no wood This I expect will be our great trouble in passing over this wood
less country 
; Sunday May 20' We felt it our duty to move today as we had no wood to 

cook with and poor water we traveled some 1 2 miles to what is called 
Indian Creek this is inhabited by the Shawnees Most of them have left 

. their houses on the road on acc~unt of the Emigrants haveing the Cholera 
· : We saw one half breed quite inteligent he said "great many go never 

there" here we found wood and a fine spring here we found quite 
a number of emigrating parties before we got onharnessed there came up 

, a shower and such showers as they have on the prara beats all I ever saw. We 
put up our tents hut were blessed with a soft bed by the ground being well 
soaked . this is one of the beauties of camp life 

Monday, May 21' We got started at 8 oclock as it is a great job to harness 
' up wild mules We stoped at noon baited our mules on the hanks of a 
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fine creek. Moved ~n ti~l six oclock and camped haveing had a hard days 
work for ?ur mules It bemg mudy by last nights shower 

May 22 Today we crossed the Wakarusa river the banks were steep 
we had to let our waggons down by ropes and hired some Santa Fee oxen to 
get our t~ems up th~ opposite bank there is heavy timber for a half mile " 
on each side of the nver for three miles we had to pass over a wet bottom 
prara had to double teems and much of the way the wheels went down to 
the hub . however we ?ave got through it at dark and camped on fine rise 
on the hi?h prara tomght for the first tirrie our ears have been saluted by 
the howlmg of wolves about our camp. 

· May 23' T~day we have traveled over a roling prara and as we · 
along 01_1 the ndge we could see to the right and left where the streams were 
by the Imes of wood. 

· May 24th Today we made a good drive haveing traveled full 2 5 miles 
We camped on a small stream at 5 oclock Mr. [Walton C.] Felch and I 
started out to hunt wolves we heard nearby We saw them but could not 
get a_ shot at those fiends of the prara they are a redish color and all the 
evemng our camp has been kept awake by their howling Today I have 
be~n taken with :he diarea comon now on the prara and have been 
qmte busy attendmg to the wants of nature having 2.5 passages today 

A-:ay 2 5th 49 Got an early start at r r oclock we came to a sm;ll creek 
which was much swolen by the late rains here we had to unload our 
waggons and draw the~ across by ropes we got our goods over in our 
rubber boat and found 1t to be valuable we got all over at six oclock and 
camped on the left bank at sunset we were saluted bv the screchina of 
dozen Indians who were riding a~ full galJop towards ou; camp the/were 
Potawatamas and only wanted w1sky We had none to give them and they 
wenr_of soon ~ithout giving us any trouble Today I have been followed 
up with the d1area as hard as yesterday it soon weakens one l hope to 
be better tomorrow 

May 26' Today we got started early and after an hours travel came to the 
Kansas rive,r at the lower crosing here we had to be f erryed over in flat 
boats owned by half ?reeds the wind blew and we could not persuade 
them to take us over till tomorrow Several Indians have visited us today 
ill~~~ - . 

Sunday 27th 4 9 This morning we got ferryed across at a cost of Io cents a 
head for our animals and $ I .oo for our waggons we ·got alJ over at noon 
and passed out on a wet prara some _six miles on to high land we got into · 
camp at 9 o~lock haveing to double our teems to get along the last wag-
gon had got 10 carralle when the mules took fright and broke a tonno· to our 
best waggon This morning George Winslow was taken with di~·ca and 
vomm_ng th!s evening feels some better at the crossing we met a party · 
returmng havemg lost a husband father and Friend of Cholera \Ve bought · 
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{ ~pr of mules and a wagon of them the mules we paid $200 pr pair and 
t: noble fellows they are to the great trouble to getting along is our loads 

'.': are [too] heavy for such bad roads While at the crossing we saw a good 
;:, many Indians We saw a Cheif of the Caw nation he behaved with a 
\/ good deal of dignity he was full six feet tall strait as an arrow head s_have~ 
\; all but a top not he asked for coff ey tea sugar &c our camp tomght 1s 

on a beautifull rise with a creek on our right and the Kansas on the left a 
grand scene for a painter . 

Monday May 28' This morning was spent in mending our ·waggon _we 
passed on till six oclock over roling prara and camped nea~ a good _spnng , 
· ' new species of flowers continue to attract our attention distance 

traveled 1 2. miles 
.. May 29' We got started early this morning I feel better today_ and am 
in hopes to feel better still by being carefull what I eat George 1s bctt:r 
to owing to the attention of our Dr. r r oclock A. M. we are at Sold1r 
Creek the east bank of this stream is verry steep we let our teems down 

ropes and were fortunate in getting over in an hour vVe drove out 
to grass through the timber and got some diner George eat s~~1e of a 
minute puding we moved on an hour and George was tak~n von~t1ng and 
cramp · the worst kind of a cholera attack We stop:d u~mediately no 
water within a half mile or wood we hope for the best 10 his case but fear 
the worst this evening he is out of his head . . . · · 

Wednesday May 30 This morning George is some better bt:t 1t !s doubt
ful] if he lives I watched with him last night I am near sick m conse
quence at 2 oclock he went into a calaps state and it was :with greatest 
exertion we succeeded in bringing him to. We all gave him up but he 
would not beleve he was near his end we laid by today to give George 

· quite repose This evening George is better and we have_ some hopes of 
his recovery this afternoon Hough and I went bac~{ 1_0 miles t? ~he P_ota
wattoma traclcing post for some articles for the associatton tlus 1s qmte a 
town some six or eight stores there filled with nearly everything wanted to 
eat drink or wear While there a shower came up and we could not get 
across the river till dark and then only by paying double price we got ir. 
camp late . . . 

Thursday .May 31st 1849 Today our sick men are better we st1ll stay 111 

camp so not to expose them tliis af ~ernoon four of us started for the 
Kansas with our sein to fish We tned but caught only one we re-
turned and I lost my revolver on my way to camp bad luck hope to 
find it in the morning . . . . . 
· Friday June 1st George and Easterbrook are be~ter this mornmg I _rook 

an early start to serch for my pistol after look10g an hour I found 1t 
good I~ck I picked a fine bunch of flowers and returned_ to camp well 
sattisfied today we made up beds in the waggons for our sick and moved 
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l ampe on a small creek plenty of d . ; f-

trave ed today 12 miles our men stand it well woo distance ~~ oclock wet and tired and hungry distance traveled today z 5 miles 
June 2 Today the men arc better we have traveled . '• f June_7tb Geor9e got cold in the shower last n!ght ':e started late it 
some of the most beautifull landsca . I over a rolmg prara i · was qmte mudy m consequence of the hard ram last mght the sun has 

th h pe views ever saw . 1 k d , 
oug some wealthy monarch of the E t h d It 00 e as ~' i been very hot today we stoped two hours at noon to bait we camped 

d as a spent a fortu · l · · · ~-· . out to ay we could not camp tt"ll late O f ne m aymg It ~ late tornbaht on account of not finding water to cook with George is worse 
d n account o n t fi d" ·· · ,,. ':oo we camped at sun set on the ba I f 11 o n mg water and f .. this evening. . 

tired d · · n {S O a sma stream G . ·· . F 'd J I L . l I I d . d h an qmte sick I am to watch wit! h" . h . eorge 1s ;:,: 'rt ay zme 8t J ast mg 1t watc 1e with George an t ere was a per-
today 16 miles 1 im tomg t distance traveled : ,~ .. ceptible change going on all night I laid d?wn this m~rning to sleep was 

Sunday June 3 We concluded to h .· •, t/ waked at 8 oclock and we thought he was dymg He did not know us and 
start d move on a s Ort d1stanc ft.· 1 · · · e at 11 oclock George is not h b . . e we got . -~~: we a l gathered round lum m the tent to witness the last strugle of breath 
day we passed some verry bad place mucl ette~ It IS hard to ride all , fJ · leaving his body and a most solmn sight it was at 15 minutes past nine he 
steep pitches it is the most vexing life s owerle dour w~ggons ~own the ; lt- ceased to breathe and God only knows the feeling in our camp and particu-
su G man ever e tomght wl I · · !~ = I 1 h" f · d f h l · d d · · 1 pper a erman party came along d ·. 11 e eating · ,, · ar y is nen s away rom ome & on re with but 3 accept10ns as me -
w h . an pasmg a bad place o . . .. . h 1 . . 

aggon w eels broke all up men d . ver goes a .,·;> anc o y an event as was ever witnessed by man but all and everythmg was 
on George's account he being tired dc~oss an tired We camped early "'.v\ done to save him but it was of no avail and we must content ourselves with 
w . . 1stance traveled r 5 miles J '· - h h d b l e were commg mto camp one of our toun s ot bro! . ust as .. ,~--· t e t ought that Go s ways are est yet we cannot see as 1e see's our ways 

-!"f 0nday June 4th This morning was s e! _g ~e aI1d so It goes ·: fi.- are not his ways and our thoughts not his thoughts the company feel it 
this afternoon we started on 1· p m :11endmg our waggons .h•~D hard 

over ro mg prara with but littl 1· ;/f;,- ' 
monotony except the great number of 1 d e to re ieve the • j~f •, Uncle Jesse [Winslow J and I searched this forenoon for a stone that 
e d P over an prara hens that st t 4· . Id b d f d 1 d d d l . very ro ~e camped today on a small stream at ha! , a~ up at );;1:\ ~ a e engrave • we o~~ a ar~ san stone an we en_grave us name 
traveled 10 miles f past five distance l:'f' ~!?.<!_where from and age on 1t m good deep large letters ~ rav~j_gg· 

Tuesday June 5th This morning we II f ·. °j-;. : i.n.a.~nspicuous place on the main road 30 miles west of the Big Blue river 
of our party indulge in bathing when t;;reh:v~~ cor an early st~rt most . ~;_;.. ~1!.~he right [side] of the road near the junction of three tracks and a sn:mll 
they looked like ducks dipping in the I' Y_d hance and this morning . ~ . ~tream runing south from it at 5 oclock in the afternoon all being ready 
ocl k impi stream we got st t d . it..· bl d · I C l l b h f I 1\1 oc crossed we passed the Bi· V .1. ar c at six ~,,,;· we assem e m t 1e arra e t 1e corps roug t out o t 1e tent r . 

. d g erm1 10n before no d ~", . on at a rap1 pace and arrived at the Bi Rine at on move · ,-~-: , Burt was requested to read scnpture he read ,a psalm and the last chapter 
low and we were soon over we cam g d .- 4 ocflock . the stream was f:\ · of Ecleasiastees Mr. (A. C.J Sweetser made an appropriate prayer 

· h pe Just out o the t1 b fi , I/· sp~m? t at run a stream out of the bank of rock th . m ~r near a ne .· f·{ , . there was not a dry eye in the group of sunburnt faces we formed a pro-
this nver resembles the odor of a strawb b d 1 ~re is a nch smell on .· f-''. cesion and followed him to his last resting place each man deposited a 
caught a pail full of fine fish dista erry led lere_some of our party _ ;--'., green bough as a token of respect and the first earth was put on him at six 

·1 5 G nee trave e accordmrr to F i . 1 d h . 'h 1·1 l . mi es eorge is still improving fast d . h b remont 25 •t~ · oc ock we returne to camp eac praymg t e 1 {e never to 1appen agam 
our progress any Esterbr 1 · an wit good roads will not retard . [: .-· in our number 

W 00 c is got out about camp · ... , .. : 
ednesday June 6th This mornin our sick . ,, l; ': . Saturday June 9th This morning we moved on and it was with reluctance 

an early start traveled 15 miles bef g are still better we got i/. we left the grave of Brother George but such is life we passed today over 
b ore noon came to a sm 11 I f .,. , J J h I d d · · 1 1 poor water ut learned by one of Fre , 'd a cree c o . · 1,·; a more eve prara we ave trave e to ay 111 company wit 1 a arge party 

fi · moot s gm es that near by ti ~ i '• · f d · · W d d h d b 1 ne spnng we did not find it • not 1 . 1 1ere was a . ·. ,: rom New York an Vergmia e passe to ay w at appeare to e t 1e 
on till four when one pair of mules in tlmol wmg w lcre to look we moved · ·Jt: bed of once a river in this bed we found some specimans of cactus one 
. M w·1 ' le aSt team gave out from I d d . f:,; ·~ I · I 11 l d E' 1 b d d bl I I k"ll d mg r 1 son and I started back w·th . 1ar nv- ; ~;:, noticed t 1e center sta { 1a • 1g 1ty u s an ossoms 1ere 1 e a 

. h i an extra pair and a sho • . . • d up ma urry we had to stand and take .t d ·l . wer cornmg ; j):-· . rattlesnake the first I have seen we camped tomght near wood an water 
· i an sue 1 a shower 1s seldo - .•, ~ .. ' ·· • • 

one contmual stream of lightning all ab t . ' - 111 seen · ;( distance traveled 2 5 miles 
a shock after the shower we found tlou us sodrne of the men had <juite ~:; Sunday June 10th We started this morning before 5 oclock and moved six 
ti . 1e team an started for c 1 .. ·. , . . . 

rst team havmg got in 1· ust as the sh amp t 1e ;_ ·· nnlcs to the banks of the Little Blue here we camped for the day 
ower commenced • · c • • 

we got IO at 9 . ,.,, Brother Fred and I took a walk down the nver to see 1f there was any game ~\ .. :t?::~ :'._::.: 
'•:·5~:/:'.'· .. 
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· we saw one deer and several wild turkeys Mr Evens [Benjamin 

Evans] was taken sick today with diarea 
Monday June 11 '49 We had a hard shower this morning set a tire to 

one of our wheels and started at 1 1 oclock we have traveled today on the 
banks of the Blue plenty of wood nothing of note today. We camped 
near the party we traveled with yesterday distance 1 2 miles - ' ' 

June 12 Today we have traveled on the bottom of the Blue the country 
grows more level as we advance this morning a fine wild turkey ra; 
across the road and the Virginia party saw two antelopes we camp.ed on 
the blue Evans is quite sick tonight ·with diarea 

Wednesday June 13 Last night we had a hard rain which makes the road 
bad tod~y we broke a pole in the mudhole we camped early dis-
tance 12 miles 

June 14 Today we left the Blue with regr~t passed up on a table lands 
I saw a fine deer an~ followed him a mile but no use they can see all 

about them on these plams we camped off the main road ½ mile good 
grass but no wood or water this evening we broke an axle tree to one of 
our best waggo?s in a, bad cr~ssing vexing . to keep stoping to mend wag
gons we noticed a new kmd of flower today but not beino- a botanist 
coul~ not give it a name it was a deep orange distance tra~eled today 
20 miles · 

· Friday June z 5' This morning was spent in putting in the axle tree 
got started at 10 oclock after traveling three hours we came in 
t~e Platte River we stoped to bait while here a guide to a 
City p~rty came up we invited him to dine with us and gathered in
formation as we could about the route he said we were some r 5 miles 
from Fort_K:arny6 • a new one haveing been built in a year or two we 
camped w1thm 5 miles of the fort this is in the Pawnee Teretory we 
have not seen one yet they keep off the main road on account of the great 
number passing 

Saturday June 16 This morning we moved up to the fort 
turf with the acception of one frame house under erection there is two 
companys of infantry one of dragoons stationed here to protect cmio-rants 
and keep Indians straight there is a boarding house kept here The Of
fi~ers board there a~d we availed ourselves of the opportunity to get a good 
dmer once more 1t was equal to any "Fremont" diner in Boston to us . 

June 1? Sunda1 Mr Evans i~ quite smart and we stop here to keep Sun~ 
day , this mornmg the Washmgton city came up and also a German com- · 
pany we left back a party of five one waggon wants to join us has been 
~ra_veling :With the Washington company but there is two much quarreling 
m 1t to suit them three brothers by the name of Rohrer one Simmons · 
one Morford , We have given them permission to travel a day or two to 
see how we like each other · this evening we had a meeting prayers were 
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made by Mr Crist and Sweetser and hymns sung it seemed like home to 

hear old hundred 
June 18' Monday We left the fort and passed up on the river bottom 

saw several antelope and a most beautifull flower a deep red the root of 
which when cooked tastes like potatoes and makes a good pickle we 
camped off the river and to get water we had to dig a well we got good 
water by diging three feet distance traveled 1 5 miles 

Tuesday June 19' We made a good drive nothing of note made 25 

miles. 
Wednesday June 20th Today has been hot we have had to lay by at 

noon three hours We have to cat hard bread and make our coffee with 
Buffalo chips for the first time We look now anxious for Buffallo dis-

tance 20 miles 
June 21 We have made good time today and camped near wood and 

water We have seen quite a number of Cactus beds blossom pale yellow 

distance 20 miles 
June 22 The river bottom narrows and the Bluffs grow higher 

today noon we saw distinctly on the opposite side of the river two Buff allo 
two of _Rohrer's party and the Dr of our party went af~er them re

turned had a chase but did not get one we camped late without wood or 
. water except what we brought from the river a mile dista?ce 2 3 miles 

Saturday June 23 We are now in the Sioux country and this afternoon one 
of the Virginia party shot a large Buffalo they gave us a~ much as we 
wanted a party of our men went out from our camp ?ut did not get one 

We camped near a running brook for Sunday distance traveled 20 

miles 
Sunday June 24th This morning before sunrise the cry of Buffalo ,v;is 

raised and every man was out to see one of those animals we ha~ long looked 
. for within a mile of our camp were fifteen large ones f eedmg and back 

on the Bluffs a mile or two there were hundreds on every hill top it was 
two strono- a temptation for us who had rnwer seen any game larger than a 

b . 
patridge Several of us took our rifles and went_ out to get a ne_arer view 
of the "elephant" We had gone a couple of miles and came direct on a 

hurd we layed behind a rise of ground some 30 rods from them 
watched them some time and 'Ye were getting ready to shoot when they 

discovered us and off they started on a kind of a clumsy gate 1 had the 
sattisfaction of putting a ball in one of those Old Bulls just back of tl~e fore-
shoulder he hobled off evidently feeling worse for the opperat1011 
None of the rest fired and my ball being light did not suddenly stop him 

there was one seen in the direction he went off some hour after streched 
out for good they will go a good ways with a ha!f ounce _ball in ~hem 
unless it passes through their lounges to prove this Mr. Nichols l!-st~r
brook and I could not give it up, so, we started for another drove some mile 
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and h~lf off we crept up to them as near as ten rods and all three of us put 
a ball m an old bull he made off ran more than a half mile before he 
showed signes of haveing been hit. we followed him and had the sattisfac
tion of seeing him lay down We got near enough and let him have three 
more balls and he never tried to rise but yealded up the ghost this was my 
first attempt at Buffalo hunting We skincd up a place took out a few 
pounds of the best stake and returned to camp at noon we went after 
them on foot and was tired traveling over these sand bluffs on comincr to 
camp it was all excitement and we soon had a party of ten to o-o out ~nd 
bring in the Meat We found a hurd near by the one we shot and could not 
deny ourselves the pleasure of one charge we started and our horses en
tered into the spirit of the chase and we were soon along side of a mighty 
herd full five hundred darting over the prara at full speed such feel
ings of delight I never realized before . Brother Fred had the pleasure of 
one charge mounted ?n an Indian poney on fireing the horses turned as 
though they were tramed to the chase after loading four mules with the 
best of the meat we left well satisfied with our first attempt, 

Monday June 25th This morning we were movcing in season mules 
well rested we came to the crossing of the South fork of the Platte river 
at eliven oclock we baited an hour and commenced to cross : the stream 
here was full a mile wide this crossing is a new one and w miles below 
where Bryant crossed7 the afternoon was spent in getting our teems over 
haveing to lighten considerable and packed it over on horses and mules 
the quick sand and deep places rendered it almost impossible for the teem 
to draw we camped on the opposite side of the river without wood and 
verry few chips this evening the Verginia company are crossing and a 
government waggon is on the opposite side dis IO m 

Tuesday June 26th, This forenoon we passed up the left bank of the South 
Fork soon after noon halt we struck the bluffs to cross over to the 
north fork at the place we crossed to it the two rivers were not more than 
three miles apart but verry high hills between we camped tonight near 
the river without wood but plenty of musquitoes , 

Wednesday June 27th Today the road has been some sandy not any-
thing of note till just as night several of us started off for some wood a mile . 
distant it proved to be a few willows the worst of wood to burn, we 
found a spring of cold water three feet deep and such things are a rarity 
in these parts we drank harty tonight we camp near the river and of 
all imaginable pests the musquitoes excede all at this place this is the hard
est camp we ha~e had to sleep we expect to be troubled the rest of the 
way on this river. We have noticed some new kinds of cactus the most 
most abundant kind is of a pale yellow blossom and they grow in large beds 
as many as a hundred buds and blossoms on one root distance traveled to
day 20 miles 
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- been rather hard drive we have passe 

.. Thursday June 28' 49 Today has l ff. today we have found wood and 
. over a good deal of hardy sandy B u sl d h. s thirst at this afternoon ~ve 

, 1an ever qucnc 1e l • b f ~ o1ncr 
three the finest sprmgs n . had to aet on a nse e o~e g '.° 
had one of the hardest pulls we have e:erll lace o we found the V ergima 
into ash hollow this is a most beautli~w P Mr Crist the gentleman that 
party camped in the mouth of the ho~hern they asked him to take :'omc 
joined us at Indcpe1:dance went t~ ;~: arty had a revolver and by accident 
supper he sat eatmg an~ one o t his arm struck a rib and passed ro:1nd 
it went off the ball passmg through l his ribs it would have lnlled 

, , , l , f it had struck )etween . 
saving his life w 1ereas 1 d' t ce traveled 2 3 miles . 
him we camped near by is an M Crist's account he is better and 

Friday June 29' Today we lay by on lr, t e been busv baking here 
our coo ,s i1av . l l 

we hope to move tomorrow, . have no,v filled aw 1ee to-
d d pnncr of water we l 

plenty of wood an goo s o 11 11 in camp now but the s 1ot man . 
day and rearranged our loads .a we oveing earl)' fixing Mr. Chest a 

' Th. ornmg were m ff . ~ Saturday June 3° is m dy hard road the Blu s commo 
W sed on over a san ' 

bed in a wagg,on e pas rows more sterile and the gra:s poorer , 
, down to the nver the cou~try g traveled I 5 miles. Just at rnght a '''.h1te 
. we camped at 5 oclock d1s~ance I took a rifle and after following him a 

wolf passed a head of th~ tr~m , which sto ed his progress our dog :1ad 
short distance I put a ball m his hip 1.·1 1 cefs when they came together 

. . , t l . l is teeth were t cc s l 
a clinch w1t11 11111 1 nou h to shoot at . 
this is the first one we could get near c d ~his month by a fine drive we 

Sunday July zst We have commenced . ood rass . nothing of note 
camped on a fine creek of clear waterla?d bg. for ~unday distance traveled 

nv who were a1 Y we passed a large com pa .. , , 
· 'l • de our noon halt 

25 m1 es l start this mornmg ma 
. Monday July 2 We got an earfy several of our partv went over to 

LJ bluff a ter noon . , d such a 
opposite Court r. ouse . 1 e to and engraved my name an , 
take a look at it I cl1med to t 1 Pk th~ train ·1ust before camping 

ld s we overtoo d ater view man sc om see ·1 from the river no woo or w, 
camped tonight on a Bluff two mt cs 
distance traveled 2 5 mile~ . that formerly belonged to the Dayto~1 

Tttesday July 3 Last mght twodmen t d to stop the night with us their 
to camp an ·wan e , l dv sick of 

Ohio company came b l these were returnmg 1ar 1 , 
· b 1 s01ne crone ac ' ped some 5 party has ro -:en , o .. of in o-ood season we cam .. 
the trip this 11101:nmg :"e wer~ ck ~his we thought worthy of a v1s1t 

. miles before rcachmg ch1m?ey rod before reaching it we passed several 
. it bcina one mile of the mam roa . ear the rock coming out of a clay 
new ~de graves we found a l~pnndg n. \he base of chimney rock some 

. · · we c 1111c up l they· 
• bluff cold and rev1vmg cs and returned to t 1e party . 
. two hundred feet en~rav.e:v~u~i;1;:eyond the rock good grass this 
halted at noon near the nver 1 
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afternoon we left the river near Scott Bluffs here we filled our water ,l been any rain here for 35 days and the roads are ver:y dry the wheels are 
tanks We camped near the Bluffs some four miles from the river dis- 'c t· shrinking tires get loose . distance travcl_ed 8 miles . . 
tance travel~d 2 5 miles · t Saturday July ?tb This day has been spent m ovcrhaulmg loads and repair-
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July 4th z 849 This is ~he nat~on's birthd~y and as americans our liveliest J ing waggons and the members limite~ to one hu~dred po~nds inch~ding arms 
thoughts are called out m gratitude for the day that declared us an inde- ·. i ammunition &c We find we can lighten considerable m old chams barrels 
pendant people We could not celebrate it much in the usual way but our -1 and everything is ready for an early start tomorrow. W ~ fou~d a mile fro°: 
thoughts were at home and we made the hills ring with our cheers for the t . camp a man left by some party he was deranged a~d sick with a verry baa 
day and fond ones at home small arms were used to make a noise We l diarea our Dr gave him some medicine and somethmg to ~a: but co~ld not 
halted at noon near a verry cold spring just before crossing the Bl ff h I get him to camp he is entirely naked and sun burnt a pmable object : 
we found th_ere was a log l:ouse up [ of] a Black smith who kep~ a :tore ere I · we shall take some measures to get him to the Fort the party that left l11m 
he bought l11s good: of Emigrants who find they have to much and most of i are verry censurable hardly human. This evenin~ it looks like ra~n hope to 
them do. We sold him a bag of coffee pork he would not take as a gift . l have a shower. Our camp is pleasantly set out with cactus the pmcapple and 
has mad~ a goo~ deal of m?ney by mending wagons &c. he has a squaw .l · a new species to me having a verry fine red flower today our boys 
of the S10_u~ tnbe_ for a wife _here :"e pas:ed two large companys who \-r,,: picked quite a mess of wild currents and for sauce they are a treat 
wererepamng JUSt after !eavemgth1s trademg fostwe came up 011 a Bluff . i- Sunday July 8th \Ne camped yesterday three miles from the fort on the 
and we beheld for the first time the rocky Mountams one prominent peak _;,;, • Platte we got our tire reset and this morning we were off ~n season I 
arose far abo~e the surrounding hills and was a majestick sight we had } . . went over to carry letters to the Fort our party kept up the nver road I 
longed to see it som~ weeks we camped tonight near a creek of fine water . f, . struck across the· Bluffs by "Warm Spring"n laid down by Bryant the 
and good grass distance 20 m · · 1t. upper one was as clear a spring as was ever seen, dischar~ing a large quantity 

" Thursday l ul Y 5th We were of! in season thi_s morning this country f '. of water I come up with the party at two o'clock havemg taken thnvrong 
orows more sterile and on the left bank of the river nothing but sand hills . ½:'. . road four miles we now begin to find it uphill work as we near the i\founts 
-:1ere seen. we w_er~ most fortunate in coming up to a capital spring in r we passed a creek that had the appearance of lately haveing been s;x.r_ollc1! 
time fo~ dmner It is :he largest we had seen furnishing quite a stream l i, . moveing some of the bushes and drift wood we found large guan~Jties or 
a~d a tributary to the river good grass on the banks of the creek after _J. hail the stones after a warm day as large as pees we camped tonight on 
din:1er our boys took the sei:1 and caught seventy fine fish out of the clear .. ·f __ · .. 3 .,·.• . a rise some ,o miles from the fort fair grass the road has not ~ ;" 
sprin~ water . they were mce and hard I am surprised that Bryant did . ff formerly near the river . it keeps up today on the bluffs n:ore, occasion_ y 
n?t discover it we have made a long drive today camped at half past , ff · comeing in sight of the river We have passed one party with Oxen dis-

Eight poor ~rass the grass seems muc~ more parched up here than it has ·· .. i(.' .·•_· tance traveled 2 2 m. 
been _back distance traveled today 30 miles good -J> Afonday 9t!J This morning we were off in season at 9 oclock we came 

Friday July 6th We acerttained by a party returning that we were near · fI to cold clear spring these springs arc soule_ rcviveing as we come uppon 
the fort . We st~rted ea~ly came up to the crossing at IO oclock there : ~) . them unexpected five miles from this spring we came to fine creek 'Water 
w:re sev:ral parties crossmg after waiting an hour we had our turn l't clear and cold abundance of grass timber &c this was the best nooning 
this crossi:1g was on Larime near the junction of the platte the ·water ran f:- . place we have had here we found a part~ throw~ng away their bacon to 
ver'Y. rap,d 7\was near threef eet deep we got ill safely over without , f i . lighten theirlouds we met several return [ mg l tramsd all i°' ;~•ms :e
wet:mtour oa much we cr?ssed opposite Ft Johno one mile below Ft ; f.,_.; port poor grass ahead we traveled late and c~mpe on tie ~ atte a ~ew 
Larzma these places are nothing but a mud wall with _quarters for a com- . " -, miles a hove where the river makes through the ndge called by Fremont the 

f:( ~'.; a:~n!':!e7::g re'.::i; ~:v:;;:':::v:~:t~l!rbitt~~~f;~:,~ · 1 [fa . ~:~~::':,uvegt~,:~J::U:aget:f :e:e p~~;!::v,et purtics of ox teams 

some hundred or.two waggon~ deserted to pack and pork was .. piled up all · ,,,;:. Tuesday, July zoth 1s49 Today we have had a verry uneaven road work: 
about.WefoundthatwehadEighthundred [lbs.] moreoftheswinethanwe - t\. ing around Laramie. at noon hour we had to run of the road some hal~ 
sh?uld actually need we sold it for ¾ cents pr pound we moved three [ .' mile side of a small creek Wood water and grass here we reset several o, 
miles from the crossing up the river and camped near a spring calculating to . i .( our tire the sun is hot and air verry drvinrr the wood work to our wag
stop tomorrow to rest our mules and repair our waggons . there has not . it: gons shrink verry much we mov~d at fo~r oclock we camped tonight 
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on the banks of a small stream not a spear of grass this is the first time 
our teem~ l~ave had to be tied up without some feedc the guide book says 
some 17 miles we find a stream grass and water we have found several 
glorious good springs the water boiling up out of the clear sand we found 
ca_mped h~re severall parties that passed us some time since while laying by 
with our sick we have several unwell from diarea &c distance traveled 
today 20 miles 

Wednesday July 11th This morning we moved early out five miles ,· 
found some grass and turned out two hours here our mules got quite re-· 
freshed we have passed over a verry hilly country. this afternoon we 
could not find a green patch of grass and were obliged to bait on dried up 
Bu_ffalo ~rass_ we ca_mped ori. a small stream. now but has the appearance of 
qmte a nver ma wet ume we could not find near this stream grass enough · 
for one mule we tied our teems up :with a view of an early start dis-
tance traveled 2 5 miles · 

Thursday July 12th Today we have made a good drive to arrive at deer 
creek we passed several streams but the banks are grazed as close as sheep can 
perform that duty this forenoon we saw a buffallo I followed a short 
distance the ground so uneven my horse could not keep up with him we 
baited at noon near a cold spring these springs coming out of the hills are 
a per£ ect "God send" to the traveler the road today has been over hills 
and bluffs we struck the platte some five miles before arriveing at Deer 
Creek a mile further we saw at a distance a buffalo Mr vVhitticr and I 
started after him it proved to be one that had been shot today we 
saw several carcases indicating they were here we took a survey and to 
our joy we [saw] three at a distance We made for them by hidcina behind 
the hills we came directly upon them I put a ball in b~ck of tl1e fore
shoulder he went on I loded up and started my horse slowly and sue
ceded in comeing up to him and putting a ball in his back it is difficult to 
shoot on the full gallop we though we had him he laging behind the 
others we came up to him I headed him and he stoped I fired at his 
head he droped on his knees and came up and with a tremendous rush · 
came directly at me my horse was to quick for him and saved me a shock 

we followed him slowly expecting to see him fall he was bleedincr 
freely and his lungs was evidently pierced as the Blood was runing of hi~ 
toung he passed in a ravine that led to a branch of deer creek We lost 
sight of him and it being near night we could not find him in time to return to 
camp we struck the creek five miles above the mouth of the creek we 
started down the stream it was dark and comeing across a party hording 
cattle we staid with them over night distance traveled 2 5 miles 

Friday July z 3th This morning Whittier and I returned to our party 
found them camped near the crossing of the river we moved up the creek 
six miles to stop a day or two for our mules to rest and cut some hav we . , 
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camped near a fork in the creek a grand place fair grass we mowed 

enough to give our mules :1 lunch for a few days_ tod:1y some 
of our men shot several ducks I shot four prara hens and 1f nothmg hap-· 

. pens we will have a rich dinner tomorrow. . . . 
Saturday July 14th This day has been spent 111 shoemg mules makmg 

hay &c We have had a glorious dinner a regular f md soup d~licio~1s. Since 
we have been here we have had as much milk as we wanted ot parties hurcl-

ing their cattle near us . . 
: ·· Sunday July 15th 1849 Today we have crossed the Platte agam bem~· 
ferryed across by a party from Ill. who on coming up to the ferry found 1t 

governed by a Mormon who was asking $2.50 for ferrying over a '\Vaggon 
. they went to work and made a raft of log's dug out, the}'. ferreyed ~s 
over for .50 cts a waggon this had the right effect to make him reduce 1115 
fare the same we had to swim our mules over ,ve got all safely over 
and started at four oclock over a hilly sandy road we camped on the 
banks of the river in a pleasant grove some grass We are all well enough 
today to ride on horseback ( distance from the old camp up to the creek 10 

miles) . •. · 
Monday July 16th This morning we moved at six oclock and the hardest 

road we have had very soft sand Bluffs We have all heavy loads today 
haveing one waggon for hay and buying yesterday at the crossing hard b~ead 
and rice to the amt of four hundred pounds · we halted at noon on the nver 
some little grass has the appearance of haveing been mowed the ~1ead 
teems cat it so close We had a meeting today noon to see about hght
[ en] ing loads we concluded to leave all but 500 lbs of our ~ork ~nding 
we did not consume near as much as was estimated We left 1t beside the 
road for all that need it we concluded to part with 7 5 lbs of coff ec and all 

· that could be spared We moved late this evening camped on a sand Bluff 
and found our hay most valuable distance 18 miles . . 

·. ! Tuesday July 17th This forenoon our road was more hilly and sar:dy 
We left the river at 110clock for good· halted in a valley four miles be-

.· yond the teams had to labor so hard that quite a number ~al~ed a meeting 
to make arrangements for packing the company the ma1onty voted not 
to pack but try it a day or two longer this afternoon the road has been 
better we have passed today. some hard hills We camped tonight on 
the banks of a small creek found a spring some alkali taste to the water 

· no wood but wild sage distance zo miles 
Wednesday July 18th Today we started early with a view of getting to a 

. spring 14 miles distant we pased (rock Avanue) this morning ~ut the 
· road has generally been quite good we halted at noon near the spnng and 

creek no grass we fed out the rest of our hay here as we found no grass 
this afternoon we passed "Willow Spring" a spring of as co~d wa~er as 

man ever tasted after leaving the spring we ascended a verry high lull 
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here we had a most glorious view of n . . . 
spring and g.ood grass this . . I 1bounta111 scenery we camped near a 
• . was t 1e est camp I . time distance w miles , we rnve cnioyc<l for some 

_Thursd~y z9tb Today we have had a verr . 
this morrung a fine running stream d y hard sandy road we passed . 

f I k 
an at r r oclock we . 

0 a es crusted over with all 1- came to a success10n 
1 

rn 1e some of them 1 lf · 
P aces more than others we h 1 d h . near a ia mch thick some 
the teams to come up we m adtef on t e nse after passing these lakes for 

1 
ove a ter an hours halt a d f ·1 

us tot ie (Sweetwater) W hail d . . n our m1 es brought 
to camp and halted for the n~ht :ea;t i:~:h delight f ~und a good place 
every passer by leaves his signat d. pendanc_e rock1s a place where . 

Frida J l ure istance I 6 miles 
Y u Y 20th 49 Today our road h b · 

the river occasionally str1·1 . as een mostly along the Banks of , 
cemg across the Bluff l 

verry hard for teems to get thr l s t 1ese are soft sand and 
·d oug 1 at 11 oclock d 

upper s1 e of the "Devils Gate"H . . our roa run near the 
to run through the cut is called b a~ oK;mng m th_e Mountains for the river 
lar and 80 feet wide it looked rkt el ormon gmdel5 400 feet perpendicu-
a 

. . 1 e t1e passage way of h. l 
nyway It IS one of those w d f some ig 1er power 

the "Sweetwater" Ridg onb ers o nature that man likes to admire 
l
.d e must e a part of the Ro k M · a so 1 rock no herbaae b t . c Y ountams as they are 

o u an occas10nally stunted C d . 
we camp tonight on the banks of tl . e arm some crevice 

"Today we have disposed of /e nver r 7 miles from our last camp 
loads rather heavy" "F onke o our waggons making our remaining . 

0 
. or a wee past we have d 1 

x trams the hard chance l h passe a arge number of 
· we 1ave ad for ar h 

give out many of them we find th 1 o ass as compelled them to 
and parties with them have t 1 ;m a ong t~e road oftener than every mile 

Saturday July 21st I 84 To day y to recr~1t the remaining one." 
. 9 ° ay we have laid b · to recrmt We found it e d. . y to give our mules a chance 

shortening the body we fixpde Iehnt tol improve some of our waggons by 
11 d 

n ot ers rnve done .t . h 
we an everything ready f 1 I wit good results All 

Sunda . . or an ear y start 
y ':2 This mormng we were moveina at fi 

alon~ the nver banks some hard sand Bluffs r° v~ our road lay mostly 
the nver IO miles from our c o cross we halted at noon on 
down to drink a little abov amp yesterday. While here a Buffalo came . 
. e our camp th 

nfles read [y] a dozen men started f e camp was soon roused and the 
in a l 1 on oot to cut him off 1 n iour on y one getting a shot at him . t iey returned . 

. who got lost four days before o h . This afternoon a man came to us 
able haveing nothina to eat fo fn a duntmg excursion he looked miser-

. h o r our ays we f d h. · 
tomg t he proves to be a re ular Ph . . e Im ~nd he is ,vith us 
pack mule party This ft g ys[ician] from Mm belonging to a 
h h 

a ernoon we have had l l ~ 
ave ad for 35 days it . a rea s 1ower the first we 
. h was a great relief t h d 

mg t near the crossing of the river d o t : ust we camped to-
and d · un er a mountam of I · woo distance 19 miles roe <s good grass 

Monday July 23 This morning our road for the first three miles v,ras di
rectly through the mountains crossing the river three times in a mile or two 

at half past ten we traveled up a rise and the first sight that attracted otir 
notice was the Mountains ahead covered with snow they were supposed 
to be the "Wind river" Mts north of the South Pass We made our noon 

· halt at a crossing in the river and learned we had to travel 16 miles before 
· comeing to the river again no grass between the two points we pushed 

for it came to the river at 10 oclock P. M. Mules and men hartily tired 
haveing traveled 28 miles on short feed the air this evening is quite cold 
being like our evenings the last of September here at the crossing we 

· found several trains of ox teems and learned the great Pass was within two 
days drive some parties here had lost their whole teems by a stampede 

·: Tuesday July 24th 1849 This morning we moved on up the river passed 
over a verry high rise as much of a mountain as we have passed over 

, Struck the river some six miles above our last camp here we found a party 
.; leaveing a waggon we obtained it for wood and camped for the day to 

rest our teems etc · . Wednesday July 2 5' This morning the water in our pails near the campfire 
were frozen over an indication that we were on a good deal of an eleva
tion we passed up the banks of the sweet water some five miles our 

. road then struck over the hills and verry high and hard compared to any we 
have passed we halted at noon on Strawberry creek while here Capt 
Duncan16 of the Mounted rifle men came in to camp We invited him to 

. diner We learned he was in persuit of four deserters from his Company 
who had run from Fort Larime besides taking horses and arms belonging 
to the Company they robed an emigrant of two hundred dollars and ravaged 
his wife he kept company with us this afternoon his horse nearly 
given out he offered $100 to our party to send on a man or men to catch 
them ,ve had no horses that it would do to send we passed this after
noon two fine creeks both tributaries to the sweetwater we camped to-
night near the last crossing of the river 'distance traveled 24 miles. 

Thursday July 26th We had Capt Duncan stay with us last night this 
morning he. got several of our men to acompany him a few miles hopeing to 

· come up with the men he was in persuit of we started late intending to 
travel only 14 miles to pacific spring 9 miles from camp ,ve passed the 

· turning point in the Mountains the road has been good today and the rise 
. verry little we began to decend and three miles further brought us to 

pacific springs good grass and fine water we arrived at one oclock 

camped for the day · distance 12 miles 
Friday July 27th This morning we made an early start having learned by 

our guide that it was 24 miles to the next water and grass17 our road has been 
.. some decending generally level more so than I anticipated no hcrabage 

except wild sage and occasionally a bunch of greese wood we halted at 
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noon and baited our mules on corn we had with us the road has been 
much harde_r today ~han usual we arrived at sunset on our camp ground 
?nth~ banks of the little Sandy a fine stream r 5 ft wide cold vVater come-
m? nght from the Mountains no grass and little wood distance 25 
mrles 
. Saturday 28th 49 This morning we were off before sunrise 

nved on the Banks of the Big Sandy eight miles from the Little found 
good grass grazed our mules till noon While here we shot several sage 
hens and_hares furnishing us meat for a soup today we have passed several 
~arge trams of ox teems we find on this the 1'1.ormon Road better travel-
mg than we expected t~e wind has been verry strong today and cold so 
much_ so that an ov~rcoat 1s not uncomfortable We camped tonight on 
the Big_ Sandy 25 miles from our last camp and ten miles to the Colorad or 
green nver18 

Sunday July 29th We determined to move on to the Green river to find 
better grass We arrived river at Eleven oclock found it hard to ford 
hired a Mormon to ferry us over at $2. a wagon this is a beautifull stream 
200 yards wide swift current and clear water we moved down the river · 
~our miles a~d camped on its banks good grass and plenty of timber and 
1s a great relief to the barron country we have passed over since we left the 
Platte 

At the ferry we ~ame up with Captain Duncan who left us three days be-
fore. . he fo~nd his four deserters at this place poor f ello,vs they are to 
be pmed distance r 3 miles '· 

Monday July 30th !his morning for three miles our road lay along the 
banks of the Green River and after traveling over a barron country for a 
month such a change as this is a great relief · the banks are well wooded 
a~d the green lawns present a most grattifying picture After leaving the 
nvcr we struck over the bluffs and for r 7 miles the country is more rolincr 
than a few d~ys back we struck a fine stream Black fk We passed 0~ 

after wattenng and _camped fo~r miles beyond on l\,1aders creek good 
grass no ':ood but willows distance 2 5 miles 1While we were haveing 
our noonmg a most brutal affair took place between two of our members . . 
"yYhit~ and Ayer" it commenced by White pushing Ayer and kicking 
him m return Ayer threw a hatchet he held in his hand at the time it 

. struck White 0:1 the thy ~nd _cut a gash !our inches long quite deep men 
get cr:°ss sometimes on this tnp and havemg all restraint thrm,vn off they ace 
rash I hope we shall not have another case of assault it lowers us in the 
eyes of other Companies and ourselves 

July 31st We moved early crossed the creek we camped on pased 
ov~r a more roling country this forenoon we met the Mormon express 
gomg back to the states19 they informed us that considerable of the gold 
from Cal had arrived at the settlement we learned that we could get vege-
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tables etc at the Salt Lake this was good news to us our road ran along 
near the "Rain Bow" bluffs they derive their name from the different col~ 
ours of clay and sand mixed up the sides we_ noti~ed_one promine1:t Bluff 
whose sides presented with a little strech of imagmanon_ ever? v_ancty <~f 

forms groups of men heads of animals &c looked like egipt1~11 archi
tecture we halted at noon on Blacks Fork good grass this after
noon we saw several antelope shot some sage hens and one ~iare. which 
furnish us good material for a soup we camped on a cre~k ot rapid run

. ing water cold and clear comeing from the Utaw Mountam: ,vhose peaks 
are ever covered with snow making the nights cold and needmg over coats 

in the morning . . . . . 
, Wednesday August zst/ 49 Mr Noyse is qmte sick ~his_mornmg of~? a~-

: tack of Mountain fever we moved on at 7 oclock thmkmg to stop at fore 
Bridger"20 eight miles from our last camp the road was good some ~c
cendinrr arrived at the fort at ro Oclock near the fort we passed three 
rnpid ~nina streams within a half mile of the Fort on the Banks of these 
streams wa: a large number of Indian wigwams most of them Sosone or 

·· Snake quite a number came to us and by signes asked for bread ,~c g~ve 
. them and they still beged it seamed as though there was no satt1sfymg 

their hunger poorly clad the men lazeing about and the Squas at 
home workino- hard dressing skins here we found several traders who l:ad 
most of them Indian wives and you could sec in the little pappoose cr~wlmg 
about the blood of the white man The indians were remarkably crvel 
no one of them showed any disposition to steal we paid a visit to the Fort 

, . it is built of logs and quite a comfortable place to stay after our halt 
we moved 011 and our road was over high hills and part of the Utaw Mts 
after 1 2 miles traveling over hills a splendid valley appears below some two 

· miles we found a fine stream and pretty good gras~, some woo~ we 
· camped well sattisfied our sick man some better distance 2 2 miles 

Thursday Aug 2d 49 Our road this morning lay over high hills after 
. traveling up three or four miles we had a 'ted!ous_ decent road rod7 

nothing of note except mountain scenery )Vhtch 1s grand the sno\\. cov
ered peaks on one hand and the thousand streams ru~1ing fro~ them ,vith an 
occasional raviene with a grove of pop le [ r] to releive the rnmd we find 
the mornings verry cold here ice ,quite often is found i'.1 our watter buckets 

. \Ve made our noon halt on the side of one of the highest peaks we h~ve 
passed after passing this ridge our road decended into a most ?eaut1ful 
valley after winding about the hill we struck ~cross another ndge and 
had ; fine view of Bear river and valley from the lull . our road was verry 
steep and stoney for a mile which br?ught us to the nver a fin~ stream of 
three rods wide rapid current we did not find grass here sufficient to stop 
haveing been well grazed by party and indians here ':e found two lodges 
of the Snake Indians these fellows beat all for beggmg we passed on 



over the first ridge and camped plenty of grass no water or wood dis-
tance 2 2 miles 
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Friday pd Aug This morning we were off in good season we had a 
good road somewhat hilly the first part and then by a pleasant decent we 
found ourselves in a splendid valley we found a good spring this four 
miles from our last camp the edges were frozen over the air is quite 
cold this morning we followed down this valley and small stream four 
miles and struck across the ridge into an other valley by a Jong and tedious . 
decent we halted at noon near a spring of cold water good grass this 
was r 5 miles from the river here we found two more lodges numbering in 
all twenty they persued the course of all we have passed beg we gave 
them and they seemd eqully dissatisfied want more they are of a smaller · 
size than those we met in the first part of the trip and miserably poor soon 
after noon we struck into echo valley and followed it till night crossing a . 
small stream in it several times towards night the hil!s grew higher and ·· 
squarer three or four hundred feet perpendicular and the ravine where we · 
crossed more dangerous we camped tonight near the stream poor 
grass distance 2 8 miles 

Sat Aug 4th This forenoon we still followed the valley often crossing the 
stream saw some splendid views on one side perpendicular Bluffs sev
eral hundred feet high on the other the side hills covered with grass and 
herbage I noticed today some shrub oaks the first I have seen at noon we 
struck "Webbers" river a fine stream. 21 We halted a ri1ilc below where we · 
struck it grass rather poor plenty of wood on it we passed party of 
Mormons today and obtained of them milk and Butter the latter the first we 
have had since leaving the States and as great a luxury as could be offered to 
us we forded the river three miles below our noon halt passed on the 
hills into a ravine two miles from the river and camped for the night dis
tance I 5 miles 

Sunday Aug 5th '49 Today we have had a hard road passing up a narrow 
ravine most of the way on the side hiIIs quite dangerous crossing a creek 
near a dozen times one of our teems got upset in a bad place we came 
up with a large party of forty Waggons Ox teems we followed them 
within a mile of the road leaving the river and camped for the night dis
tance I 2 miles 

Monday Aug 6/49 Today our road after a mile from camp turned to the . 
right up a Kenyon we followed it some four miles up often crossing a · 
small gulley with some water this Kenyon was well timbered it led us 
on a verry prominent peak of the range the decent of which was exceed
ingly steep and dangerous we followed it down four miles and many 
times crossing a rapid runing creek near a dozen times we camped at 
the foot of the last hill (rightly called Mountain) that seperates us from the 
Salt Lake Valley today we have had the best view of mountain scenery 

The Journal of David Jackson StajJles . 141 

we descended the hill without accident and that has greeted us on the trip 

well sattisfied with our days wo_rk f .1 ur road lay up a steep hill 
, d Th" mornmg or a m1 e o ' . . 

.. August 7 1 ues ay is 1 .1 h decended a sharp pitch mto . . I halted for a w u e t en 
on arnvmg at t 1e ~op w~ . f Id ter after crossing the stream 
a ravine with a rapid ~unmg st~ean~; t~~ v:~;e and a more beautiful! sight 
19 times brought us m full vie': hundre~s of acres of corn wheat and 
could not be presented to our view . t [of Salt Lake City] and 

d through the mam stree 
vegetables we move . d the city fence we gave our 
camped on what is calld the commons ~uts1 e d re ared ourselves to enjoy 

. mules over to the herdsman for a fe~ a)~: a~ P difcance traveled today r 2 
the good things of the Valley for a ew y 

miles . b ut the city for information respect-
Aug 8 '49 Today we have look~d a J h e decided to pack our mules and 

ing the wisest way to finish our tnp an a~s for our packs and disposed of 
shove through and ha_ve made arrangemen . 

. some of our waggons m ex~l1ange . h M I J Williss one of the Mormon 
Today our party took dmner w!t r. raf g.old his brother was in the 

. 1 · Cal on the discovery o 
battalhon w 10 was m . s made22 Ira gave us some 

f S I en the discovery wa 
trench to work o~ ut:er w 1 f h abundance of the filthy lucre \Ve verry grattifying mtehgence o t e 

1 . fi d l n we see for ourse ves 
shall be better sattls e w 1e . ·t1 the Mormons we leave today 

Aug z 5th z 849 ~fter a :"e~{\ sotu~~s;~ttention from all we have had to 
with regretts havemg rece1v_e It ll un M rque tent and invited Elder Tay
do with. On the tenth we p1tc 1C_ our a: constitute the Mormon creed 
Ior2s to address us on the general itemls th t tl1ey received in the States 

. 1 · olk oft 1e treatmen 
he spoke to us m verry P am , . . tl persecution if they ever enter 
and wo be to those men that were ac_rive i_n 1e t y by President [Brigham] 
the City we were visited sev;ral ~mes;~~~::: prophets and Bishops and 
Young their leading prophet ( o~ t e)y I-Ie seemed to be a fine man the 

• · t" on of society - 1. 

all the ancient orgamza l ial eo le and hospitable and yon m~y ue-
, people generally are a verry soc P Phile we sto ed. The City is l:ud ?ut 
lieve that the vegetables had to suffer ':d they- lrrigate the soil havemg 
. d Ian streets w1 e . 
m squares on a goo P b have raised tlus season some 
Plenty of water from the Kenyons nheard yd 'Jes will be good tillage land. 

d h lleyr for a un re 1111 ~ 
exceIIent wheat an t e va h d f tl1e1·1· I~bor to the church for to , . 1 ft e pro ucts o " 
The people give one tent 1 o d le as yet but intend to soon as 

h h e not erecte a temp • 
feed the poor. t ey av l ·h·l While we have been here it . d . keep them tle w 1 e. 1 
they have raise gra1~ to but at a distance of sixteen miles the pea ~s 
has been verry warm 111 the VaIIey . h we did not visit the Lake 

. r covered wit snow . 
of the Mountams are eve . our way There 1s one 

. d" . cting to }Jass near lt on . 
some zo miles istant expe ~ . . d . warm sulp!Jer spnng one 

h f ently v1s1te was a 
place of interest _t at we rec1u 11- r it was uncomfortably warm on 
mile above the city and reputed hea t 1) 
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first entering but after a moment it was delightfull 
bet_ter in h~alth _and spirits than on entering the city Quite a number had . 
a bit of Moun_tam fever but are all we!l n~w We started with high hopes \ 
of a speedy tnp from here to our dest10at10n. We got started at four oclock ' 
P. M_. came out Eight miles to a junction of the road part of our men took 
the nght [road] that hugged the mountains through the settlements. [An in
sert, at bottom_ of previous page and upside down: "we passed a hot spring .. 
4 m from the city. we could not bear a hand in it"] I together with the other 
part took the cut off near the lake we stoped at the first house and got · 
supper and camped for the night distance 8 miles . 

Thursday Aug 16th This morning we packed up and started at 8 oclock 
each man has two animals to take care of and pack, which makes the labor 
equel this morning our road for several miles lay over a salt flat bottom 
not a spear of gras~ t?e ground moist with a salt crust on top r 5 miles 
brought us to the JUnct10n of the two roads we camped in wait for the 
rest of the party to come up they soon arrived and we all got dinner at a· 
farm house the farms all have to be irrigated to produce good crops 
here there was a fine stream run near the house, this house unlike those 
in the city was made of logs the "City houses were made mostly of douby 
bricks" distance 1 5 miles 

Friday Aug 17th 49 We moved on today and r7 miles brought us to the 
l~st house of the settlement a mile beyond Capt Brown's crossed Webber 
nver and camped near another fork of the river two miles most of our 
1:1en went back to Brown's to get dinner I had a good bathe after get
tmg clean I met a man by the name of Chase who lived on the other side of 
t!1~ creek ! got permission to go home with him and get supper on ar- . • 
nvmg at his house I found it the most agreeable family I had been in in the · 
valley a fine young lady presided at the table as mistress [her) mother 
?eing away we had for supper peas corn buiscuit butter milk tea co ff ey 
m fact all the heart of man could wish after tea the old man went into the· 
merits of the Mormon faith after an evenings chat I retired to rest on a · 
fea~her bed for the first time since leaving the states haveing been used to 
laymg on t?e hard ground my rest was not so pleasant as I anticipated the ·": 
old man said he would provide a breakfast for the whole party · · 

Saturday 18' 49 This morning I returned to camp and informed the Boys 
we could have breakfast and we geered up and went over at 9 oclock and a 
better br~a~fast we n~ver sat too. This was our last hope till we get through 

after bidmg our friends goodby we moved on passed several springs of 
good '_Vater we ca~e to one after ten miles and rushed down to quench 
our thirst but found It so hot that we could not bear our hand in it near 
by was another cold b~t salt great our disappointment these springs 
are a wonder we arnved at a small creek and camped for the night .. 
good grass and water distance r 5 miles 
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Sunday 19th Today we made a long drive we passed several springs 

•· some good some warm and salt our road lay along the valley near the 
Bluffs. Some of them high and nearly perpendicular forming numerous 

· · steeples and presenting some magnificent scenes on our left \".'e could sec 
··. the Lake and marsh for miles presenting the appearance of bemg covered 

with snow the salt crust being verry white we arrived at Bear river at 
. '4 oclock steep banks on either side but with pack mules there is no difficulty 

'-: in going down as up compared with waggons we camped after crossing 
, on the banks of the river good grass here one of our men shot several 

:,·.wild geese and ducks near our camp which makes us a good meal distance 
32 miles 

·., Monday 20' Today we were off in good season three miles from camp 
· ·we crossed a small stream of poor water called Malad Creek today our 
'road passed along north of the Lake today about _a west com:sc _after 
leaving the creek six miles brought us to a warm spnng on the side lull 
here we filled our tanks expecting to have a long drive to good water we 
were not disappointed the sun was hot in the extreme the roads dusty 
a kind of powder which would rise in clouds ~nough to suffacate ~person. 

· after twenty miles of such roads over some hills we came to a sprmg guslung 
· out at a dozen places clear water men and animals rushed to it as if beside 
' themselves and what a disappointment just warm enough to be sickish and 
salt! Oh! horrors. W c had traveled far as the animals could bear and camp 

, ; we must and make the best of it We boiled some for coff ce which only 
made it the salter We have suffered as much today for want of water as 
any day since we started our men are all well so we can stand it dis
tance traveled today 29 miles 
·· Tuesday Aug 21st/49 Today we started with our throats dry and husky 
drinking so much warm salt water in hopes to find some good cold water 
we traveled four hours over a mountainous country and thank fortune we 
came to a spring in the moutains cold pure water this we considered a 
perfect God Send here we refreshed ourselves and animals for an hour and 
moved on to a creek of good water deep but narrow we passed down 
the creek five miles and camped good grass here we found letters 
papers and sermons of an Episcopal Clergyman by name of Y cager w~o 
formerly preached in Boston the writings of many h~u~·s scattered to tl,e 
winrl we supposed he had died back on the road !us 1ournal we fo~1:d 
kept up to the South pass the last of it s~1owed rath~r a ~cpressed _sptr:t. 
poor fellow he like many who started to improve their he1th o~ this tnp 
have found a grave oh these plains. We met today a party retummg to the 
city of Mormons We could not learn much about them but supposed 
they were a party of gold diggers as we learned they expected some home 
soon distance traveled today 2 8 miles 

}Vednesday Aug 22 This morning our road for twelve miles was across a 
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pla~n covered with stunted sage and not a spear of grass. we came to a small ·. 
spnng ?f good water seven miles farther brought us to a mountain cov
ered with ·stunted cedars here we found a weak spring hardly furnishincr 
water for ourselves and animals we halted an hour or so while her~ · 
Brother Fred was attacked with a violent pain in his back he was better in ·•· 
an hour and moved on with the train we traveled till dark and came to a 
good spring here we camped takeing our mules to a Kenyon near by for 
grass distance 26 miles ,. 

Thur~day Aug 23 !his forenoon our road was some hilly till we struck 
the C!a1ux Cr~ek a distance of fourteen miles passing several good springs 

this creek i~ fo~ feet wide and two ft deep good water we passed \ 
up the creek_ rune miles to where the road leaves it and camped Here we 
found our fnends Rhorer's & co wl~o have traveled with us since leaveing Ft 
Ke~~ny they started from the city two days before we did and were in 
waitmg for us grass poor distance 2 1 miles . 

Friday Aug 24th '49 Last night it rained quite hard most all night and 
this morning the clouds look lowery enough as they come over the mts 
we packed up soon after we struck over the ridge and had quite a shower 

It soon cleared off and the dust being laid we had the pleasantest time to 
travel that we have had for some time six miles brought us to the old road 
~hat passes Ft. Ha/l 24 near Steeple Rock this is two elevations of rock ris
mg f:om one base four or five hundred feet after striking this road we 
h~d sixteen miles_ very mountainous some verry steep decents where men 
hitch a tree behmd waggons to hold back this distance brought us to 
goose creek we passed up three miles and camped for the night near the 
creek distance 2 5 miles 

. · Saturday Aug 2 5' This morning at daylight two of our mules was mis
mg one bel~nged to Rhorer the other ours we were soon up and a dozen 
horsmen looking for a track . they soon struck the trail in a Kenyon near 
b~ and a half a do~en followed m hot haste after following the trail for ten 
miles through ravmes and over steep mountains they sudely came on one of 
the _mules and a horse hitched no men to be found . one man that was 
behmd saw two men run down the opposite side of the hill in a ravine he 
followed but lost sight of them the party returned bringing the horse and 
mule back the horse we learned soon after was stolen four miles above 
fro~ a small party the mule found was Rohrer's . the probability is that 
a ~lurd man took some other course with ours and we did not find it we 
laid by for t~e day ,giving_ the me? a chance to attend to personal matters . 

Sunday 26 Aug 49 This mornmg our road was on the banks of the creek / 
for _t:venty miles here we passed several trains of ox tea1ns who were re- · 
cruitmg we halted at noon near the creek where the road leaves it and 
then moved on sixteen miles to Hot Spring Valley arrived at 9 Oclock 
P. M. near where we camped was a warm spring but became cold after run-
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. ing 'a few rods the water was pure sweet wat~r no grass of any amount 
· this has been a hard drive for our mules 36 n11lcs on poor feed 

Monday 27 Today we have made a short drive passed down the valley 
over some few hills passing several of the finest springs we have seen ~his 
is called the Thousand Spring Valley we came to a creek after traveling 
15 miles with pools of water occasionally we followed it five miles and 
camped poor grass and f cw willows to cook ·with distance traveled to-
day 20 miles . 
· Tuesday Aug 28th' 49 This morning we found that the grass our ammals 

have had for a few days was not sufficient to sustain them on such long 
drives several of our horses laging yesterday we packed up deter
mined to stop the first grass after driving three miles w~ came to a bot~om 
of blue grass quite green we halted four hours to g1v~ our mules tune 
to fill up. after dinner we moved down the valley twelve miles to the mouth 
of Kenyon one of our horses gave out and we left him My horse we 
could not get into camp without great urging the conclusion is the grass 
they have eaten has hurt them and hav~ had but little of t~at. here tl:ere was 
no grass and we were compeled to dnve our mules a mile up a ravme near 

. by.For several nights back it has been verry c~ld on the 25th wate~· froze 
near our camp fire an inch thick and this mornmg was equally cold. distance 
12 miles 

Wednesday Aug' 29' 49 This morning our road lay over quite a ridge and 
passing down a valley several miles we saw a spring on the right u~ on a s~de 
hill and halted for noon after an hours halt we moved on Some eight nnles 
into a fine valley good grass and a fine spring here we camped for the 
night. the country over which we have passed for some days back has 
presented some high Mts on the right and left . peaks ~overed with sno:'' 
which makes our nights cold The greatest mconvemence we suffer m 
traveling here is the dust is of a powdery character and traveling along wrn 
rise in clouds that will almost suffocate us roads besides are generally good 
for waggons. We find that packing saves inuch hard work climbing up hills 
and locking down distance today 2 5 miles 

Thursday Aug 30 '49 Today we have had a verry level road after two 
hours travel we struck a fine creek which soon lost itselfe in the valley at 
noon we came to a fine creek suposed to be the headquarters of the Hum
bolt river here we made our noon halt This forenoon we left two of 
our horses they haveing given out after noon we made our drive down 
the river some 15 miles towards evening we lost our frying pans t111:; 
seemed our all as we gave up our dutch ovens at the city we camped near 
the river after dark. We saw three Indians appreared friendly here we 
herd of several head of cattle being stolen and several wounded with ar-
rows here we found good grass distance 2 5 miles 
· Friday Aug 31st/49 This morning four of us went back to look for our 
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. . were over. For a short time he was a ~ember pans after going back 5 miles we saw two men coming with them they heamved aftetthe ceremo°':es f f 
I 

capital At the California state 
haveing found them half mile back at M we packed up and moved on of the Cassius Clay battalion m die cnce O t 1edi"date for nomination as gov-

h W . . J 1861 1e was a can f crossing quite a stteam towards nig t did not know the name. e saw, conventwn, on unc '9, ' f d,. 
1 86

, he wos appointed wa,den o 
notice from Mas's train stateing that an Indian had been shot and Mortally ernor, but was defeated by Stan or · Sntl f~rd 

2
9 and served until 1866. 
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d d d b bl h. ·b Id b d fi ·1 f l · ;. f S Francisco by Governor an ' woun e an pro a y ,s ttt e wou e revenge ve nu es unaer we ' 'i) the port o an . . _ . dent of the Fireman's Fund Insur-
camped poor grass distance , 5 miles We have passed a fatge num- j,t ,. In , 866 Staples was appomted ~~ce P';"' f II owing year. He remained tlie 
ber of ox trains in the last few days and the roads have been quite rough and J. {.·, ance Company, and became pr_esi cnt t_

1
1e
0

c0tober 
1899 

when he retired. He 
fl ., .•. ·. · . f h' · g busmess unt1 ' dust beyond account as fine as our rising in clouds no wind during the f X acove head o t " growm fF" U d vriters from , 

867 
to , s

9
,, and was 

day The country has exhibited nearly the same appearance as has been ··,, · wa~ prcsid:nt of thf e
1
Bo;rd .0 t ~; Ca~:f;~:ia Pioneers while his friend James 

seen over the first ridge a vice-president o t 1e oci~ Y .· 
80 Sept zst 49 [the last entry is in pencil] Today our road lay along the river Lick was its president. He died on Apnl 3, r9oo. 

most of the time occasionally Ieaveing it for a few miles dust! dust!! NOTES 

dust!!! towards night we left it struck into a Kenyon and overe hills in-
1 

. . 
1 

,~c~ion oh g,ondson, D,vid 
stead of keeping the river and camped near a small spring at 9 P. M. no feed r. The Journal, in a leather-bound notchboob<, is 1

1
11. t die e~ougl~ to permit its publication d '1 b k f W d M · f C 1 h · f S M t C lifornia who as een nn • d r passe a nu e ac rom camp. e passe a ormon tram rom a t ey & P,mte,, o ,n aeo, ' . . ' . d 1, ible hmdwdting. 11,e w,ttm,sc ,cw 

report Gold! Gold! Provisions reasonable fortunes made but 40 times M hm. All entdes but thedl"; "' m '"\~ !:;,ul.s ~
0 

indic,te the beginnings of n= s;n-
many spent Society not yet under Uncle Sams laws periods to mark the en °. sentence\eft to indicate breaks in thought. l\1?st of the ong-

tenccs; spaces have accordmgly been ff . the character of the Journal. 
II. 1 1 b 11 kept in an e ort to retam 

inal spc mg ias a so ee l . b found in Alonzo Phelps, Contempo-
The record of the expedition ends abruptly with this last penciled entry. 

Apparently the party followed the Truckee River, crossed the Sierra by the 
Donner Pass and arrived at Sutter's Fort on September 27, 1849. The bark 
had already arrived at San Francisco, and the goods and boat were sold at a 
profit. David Staples and his brother Fred, after a short try at mining, soon 
engaged in the business of packing supplies from Stockton to the South
ern Mines. Returning east in r850, David brought back his wife and infant 
daughter around the Horn, arriving in San Francisco in January 18 5 r. 

Staples bought land on the Mokelumne River near where Lodi now stands, 
and became one of the leading citizens of that area. He raised cattle and 
wheat, operated a ferry and a toll bridge, was postmaster for several years, 
and was the first justice of the peace in Elliott Township, San Joaquin 
County. In r 8 58 he was a director of the State Agricultural Society. There 
is a story that he trapped bears and sold them at San Jose for the bull baiting 
there. 25 

Although he took an active part in politics, he held no public office other 
than those of justice of the peace and postmaster. He supported and foughr 
for the California Constitution of 1850 and was among the first to join the 
Republican party. He was a delegate to the state convention of that party, 
on June 8, 18 59, which, after a debate on the question of fusion with the 
Anti-Lecompton Democrats, nominated a straight Republican ticket headed 
by Leland Stanford for governor. 20 At the state convention, on June 15, 
r86o, he was chosen as a delegate to the national convention, 27 and later cast 
his ballot at Chicago for Abraham Lincoln. In the spring of 1 86 I he went to 
Washington to attend the inauguration, but because of an Apache outbreak 

2. Biographical mat:rial ~o,ncernin~e!:dti~: i~;n ~San Francisco, 1882), II, 337-47; '".'· 
rary Biograpby of California s Repre . r ornia (Oakland 1891)' PP· 291-97; Frank 
F. Swasey, T!Je Early Days and Men of Ca(i Francisco· Fireman's Fund Insurance 
'Morton Todd, A Romance;{ l~s-ura;c;an F~:ncisco (Chicago: The Lewis Publishing 
.Company, 1929), PP· 291-97; J Je p~y o Ma}' 15 1900 P· 76; Obituary Notices of the C 8 ) P 386· San ose ioneer, , ' 8 ompany, l 9~ , ·. .' und t ewritten MSS), VII, 195-9 . . 
Society of Cahforma Pioneers (bo y~ resident· vValton C. Felch, vice-president; 

3 The company included Bracket Lor ' P , d' l)· 1·d J Staples J. A. Hou!!h, A. · w· J t asurcr· an av · ' · ' ~ S. D. Osborn, secretary; Jesse ms _ow,_ rec. E ' d Thomas H. McGrath (or Me-w D . 1 . n Beniamm vans, an A 
C. Sweetser, H. . ic <mso ' . . See also C. \V. Haskins, Tbe rgonMlls grath). Boston Evening Traveler, Apnl 17, 1849. 

of California (New York, 1890), P· 397· . u· . 1 Tradinrr Comp·my, which 
G · S te nd Califorma mmmg anc o ' 

1 . 4· The story of the ra111te ta . a ' . Id l one of its members, Kimball Vi, eb-
.left Boston the day after the Staples parr, is to N i . Standard Book Company, r917.) 
·ster in The Gold Seekers of '49 (Ma~c _1ester, : .. on Sunchy April 29, but docs say 

' • f the rchg1ous services ' , 
Webster makes n~}nent1on o owdcd with Californians." Op. cit., p. 31. 
that the Bay State is very much er d urately on a map the road to the 

1 F , t as the first to rccor ace 
1 5. John Char es remon w I p .fi "After 1845 the emicrrant common Y 

South Pass, as well as other routes .to : 1e ale I ~-1 seful m~p of the ~ountry as far as 
. . 1 · k" y of Fremont's JOUrna Wltl au B d N 

earned m us it a c_op H" of tbe American Frontier ( oston a~ . 
the Pacific." Fredenc Logan Paxson, zstor: "I 8 6 the Senate of the U. S. published 
y. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1924, P·. 33 . n lil4d f n field sketches and observa-

.. f 1· · ven sect1011s comp e ro 1 F 
a detailed oblong ow map m sc 1 ' 1 1 nd route from ,v estport to 'ort 

b Ch 1 p cuss The map s 1ows t 1e over a . 
tions made y ar es r . · . bl f meteorological observations, extracts 
Walla \.Valla in great detail, also gives ta e~ o ter grass fuel game and Indiar,s." 

, , t and remarks concernmg wa , ' • ' . . I 1, o , 
from Fremont s repor, . d. . tb Rocky Mountains mt Je ear Ia4-, 
Fremont's Report of the Expl~:mg ~xpet;~o;e:~s 1;43-'44 (Washington, 1845)' printed 
and to Oregon and North Ca iforma m IJ H Do 166 was the source for a number 
as 28th Cong. ' id scss., S. Doc. 174, and a so as . c. ' 
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of pamphlets issued during the gold rush. Henry R. Wagner (Charles L. Camp, ed.), 
The Plains and the Rockies (San Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1937), p. 89. Staples un
doubtedly carried one of these works as a guide. See Fremont, op. cit., p. 13. 

6. "In 1846 Congress allowed the War Department to garrison selected spots [on the 
overland route] for military posts. The first of these, near the head of Grand Island in 
the Platte, was 3 10 miles from Fort Leavenworth and was called Fort Kearny, after 
Stephen Watts Kearny, first lieutenant-colonel of the dragoon regiment." Paxson, op. 
ci:t., p. 338. Colonel Kearny, with Lt. Col. Philip St. George Cooke, led five companies of 
dragoons, each with its own uniform color of horses from the Missouri River along the 
old Oregon Trail to the South Pass. Fort Kearny saw much of the historical pageantry 
connected with the conquest and gold discovery in California. 

7. "June 17 [1846).-vVe reached the ford of the Platte about two o'clock, P. M., and 
ascertained by an examination that, although the river was still rising, our wagons could 
pass over without much difficulty." Edwin Bryant, What I Saw in California: Being the 
Journal of a Tour ... in the Years 1846, 1847 (New York, 1848), p. 94. Bryant, in 1849, 
was again on his way west. He had left the Wakarusa about eleven days before the 
Staples party, with a train of 170 pack mules, and now was probably far ahead. Isaac 
Jones Wistar, Autobiography (Philadelphia: The Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Bi• 
ology, 1937), p. 55; Elizabeth Page, Wagons West, a Story of the Oregon Trail (New 
York: Farrar & Rinehart, Inc.), p. 128. 

8. Scott's Bluff was about a day's journey from Chimney Rock. This elevated and re
markable formation is said to have derived its name from a noted mountaineer named 
Scott in the employ of the American Fur Company. With a party of five or six trappers 
he was returning by boat down the Platte to the settlements when he was seized with a 
disease which rendered him helpless. His companions deserted him and left him in the 
boat to die. Returning to their employers, they reported that Scott had died and that 
they had buried him on the banks of the Platte. The next year a skeleton wrapped in 
blankets was discovered by a party of hunters. From the clothing and papers the remains 
were identified as those of Scott. After being deserted by his men, he had recovered suf
ficient strength to leave the boat and had wandered into the bluffs where his bones were 
found and which now bear his name. Bryant, op. cit., p. 104- A town called Scottsbluff 
now occupies the site. 

9. Fort John was one mile south of Fort Platte upon the Laramie River. It was a 
station of the American Fur Company. For further information about these forts see 
Leroy R. Hafen and F. M. Young, Fort Laramie and the Pageant of tbe TV est, 1834-1890 
(Glendale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1938). 

·10. "Fort Laramie, or 'Fort John,' as it is otherwise called, has been the principal trad
ing-post of the American Fur Company. Its distance from Independence [by the Bryant 
route) is 672 miles ... It is situated on Laramie River, near its junction with the Platte, 
and is surrounded by an extensive plain ... 'The Fort' .•. is a quadrangle, the walls of .. 
which are constructed of adobes ... The area enclosed is ... about half or three-fourths 
of an acre of ground. Its walls are surmounted by watch-towers, and the gate is defended 
by two brass swivels. On three sides of the court, next to the walls, are various offices, 
store-rooms, and mechanical shops. The other side is occupied by the main building of 
the Fort, two stories in height." Bryant, op. cit., p. 109. Rufus Sage, in his Rocky Moun
tain Life; or Startling Scenes and Perilous Adventures in the Far West (Boston, 1857), 
p. 96, states that Fort John was a mile south of Fort Laramie and that "between these 
two posts a strong opposition is maintained in regard to the business of the country." 
Fort Laramie, 337 miles west of Fort Kearny, was built in 1835 [ 1834) by William Sub
lette and Robert Campbell and was then called Fort William. Later it passed into other 
control and was rechristened Fort Laramie for one Laramie who was killed there by the 
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.I d' · H f id Young op cit p 6o Sec also Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of n 1ans. a en at , • ·, · · . 
Nevada, Colorado, and Wyoming (San Franosco, 1890), P· 683. 

· "At the distanc~ of ten miles from the fort, we entered the sandy bed of a creek, a1 
· II. · • d 1 · 1 nd our wav for sevcra 
kind of defile, shaded by precipitous rocks, . own w 1ic l we wou . ' , . l 
hundred yards to a place where, on the left bank, a ve~y large ;prmg gushes ,~1t ~ con,: 
siderable noise and force out of the limestock rock. It 1s called the \Vann Spring • · · 

Fremont, op. cit., P· 46. l 11 i 
. "We were approaching a ridge, through which the river passes b_y a pace ca c, 
'c;;~n' ( pronoun,ccd kanyon), a Spanish word, _signifying a piece of art1lle7, tl~ ,b~r;c~ 
fa un or an kind of tube; and which, in this country, has_ been a~opt,e to cscn_i,., 

~he p~ss;ge of [river between perpendicular rocks of great height. . . Fremont, op. cit., 

P· ;;· Independence Rock is a granite pile, a relic of the glacial ag~, that rises ab~ve th~ 
lai~ on the north side of the Sweetwater River in Central Wyommg. Between t e ro~ 

P h · I b" ed Oregon-Mormon-California trails. Father De Smet, m and t c nver ran t 1c com m · ,, l · · · 
1840 wrote: "It might be called the great registry of_ the desert_- Some tu~1on~ics give 
the Ashley-Henry trappers of the early 1820's credit for nammg the ~~ mar c, ;pon 
which it is said they held a celebration on July 4 and engraved the w?rdfs IndHepen edncRe 

' ' · f 1 deeply carved on its ace. owar • Rock" Fremont left the impression o t 1e cross . . . ) 
• · Tff d A · a (New York- American Pioneer Trails Association, 19.p , Dnggs, , estwar menc • 

PP· 96~00;.l's Gate about six miles west of Independence Rock, is a ch_asm ~hrough whiclh 
14· c, 1 ,., ' . . . Tl G te is described m many anna s 

flows the Sweetwater River. Dnggs, op. cit., P· IOI. . 1e a s the b~ro-
of the pioneers. Cla)'ton gives the measurements under date of June 71, 1_847, a 1· '·1, 

p Tl cl- on the cast side 1s perpcm 1cu ,1r, 

met~ic~ 11t~~~l~~:~~tg\;'.\~~~d::1~~~o~~1/::~t ~i:~/: about the ~~me hci~ht but bci'.~s :ft 
W9 ee 4 4 rv·u· Cla ton's Journal· Diary Rec01« o 

. little from the river gradually to the _top. . I tmn N y Illinois t; the Valley of tbe 
the Original Company of Mormon Pionee1s from auvoo, ' . U l 

. Great Salt Lake, Pub.lished by the Clayton Family Association (Salt Lake City, ta 1 : 

DescrctNcws, 1911). D s · t' 
The "Mormon uide" was undoubtedly vVilliam Clayton's T/.,e Latter- ay ~1,1 s 

.· E1:J~rants' Guide: Be1ng a Table of Distm1ce~ Sho~tri~ ~l ::et~~rt:i~~ir:;~:;}t::.;; 
Hills, Mountains, Camping Places ... from ounDci 'l'u ~ te is on p 15 Clayton pre-
s l L k (St I O is 1848) The reference to cv1 s a · · , 
at a •e • • · · J u • · . d 1 l f Orson Pratt's roadometcr. 

pared the guide fro1:1 his ?wn observatioLns an. t(~Jeco~\s ~edyard ed.), Journal of the 
The guide was repnnted m Leander V. oom1s . ~ gar 1 • • 

. Birminghmn Emigrating Company (Salt Lake City, 1928). . A f C 
16 Ca tain Thomas Duncan. The Mounted Riflemen, accordmg_ t~ the ct o ;1:~ 

gres~ pas~ed on May 19, 1846, comprised ten compan~s. An appro~n~~:P::~~{5~~hi~l: 
allowed for mounting and equipping these troops. uncan was m ·• 'I's~ 2. 

· t d of five officers and fifty-eight men. Hafen and Young, op. ci,., PP· ) 4 
con:is;he Mormon Guide under "Pacific creek (crossing)" remarks: "After )'.ou le~;e 

h i,. ··n find a good.road but very little water." Of the Dry Sandy, nme i~, c,·s 
ere you ,,1 ' d d f r cattle Verv htt e 

1 G · d . "The water brackish, an not goo O • • • 1 • 
farther on, t 1e ui e says. tl e "Juncti"on of the California and 

d" s· ii s beyond that came 1 g;;~0~t;0:~s~~~{~ th;~:;: :and road." And it was 7¼ more miles to the Little Sandy. 

Clayton, op. cit., PP· 16-i7. l "S d k d " ( r 
Tl G . R" tl . "Rio Verde" of the Spaniards and t 1c ee s ee cc o 

18. 1e recn iver, ie • · l · w the State of \Vy-
"Siskadee") of the Crow Indians, rises in the Rockies m w 1at is no 
oming and flows into the Colorado River. 
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19· "The Mormons established their own sea d . . . Paxson, op. cit., p. 46

1
• ge an express from the M1ssoun border." 

:o. Fort Bridger was an important tradin 
Bridger, a scout in the party of Ca t Ben· ~ post west of. South Pass named for Jim 
the regular United States Arm J · Jamm L. ~- Bonneville, a French born officer of 
of four log houses and a small ~~c1::u~o/:01 n Gu1~eCsltatcs that th<: fort was "composed 

T o 1orses. ayton op cit P 1 
P· : ~~ he Mormon Guide calls this the "Red fork of the We~er ~ive:." ·c[;yton, op. cit,, 

22. Ira J. and Sidney S. Willis were amo h at his flour mill at Natoma at the tim ng t e ":formon w_orkmen employed by Sutter 
sawmill. Reva Holdaway Stanle "Sc go!~ Mwas discovered m the tailracc_ of his Coloma 
• ,, . Y, utters orrnon Workmen t N d 
m 1848. This Quarterly XIV (S b a atoma an Coloma 
cise History of the Mor/non Batta7te~ ehr iM935),_ 269-82. Sec also Daniel Tyler, A Con-
8 ) ion mt e exzcan War 1846 18 ( [S 1 I k . 

I 81 'PP· 334 and 335· The Willis brothers are al .' ~ 47 at ~a c City], 
of a Pioneer (Salt Lake City ) . so mcntwned m James S. Brown, Life 

, i900 ' PP· 102, 103, 108, 109. 
23. _John Taylor, a former Methodist minister in T standing Mormon a ostlc Hi b' . oronto, Canada, became an out-

Story of the Mormdns fr;m ;h ~ogg~hy IS given in William Alexander Linn, The 
Macmillan Compan I 2 ) ezr rzgm to the ·Year 1901 (N. Y. and London: The 
and Its Founders (lair Lt: ·rty412, andd)Edward w. Tullidge, History of Salt Lake City 

1 • n. · , PP· 2 3-30. · 
24. Fort Hall, built in 1834, was near the ·unction f h ' 

what is now Idaho. It was named for Willi J o t e Snake an? Pormeuf rivers in 
Nathaniel Wyeth · h' . am Hall, a BoSCon financier who had backed 

. m is western tradmg venture In 8 W I l 
with the proprietors of the Rocky Mountain F . I 32 fe: 1 rnd made a contract 
C:i,mpbell, to fetch certain goods t h lurfComrany, \V1l11am Suh_lcttc and Robert 

ld 
. o t em on t 1c ront1er In th · 1 

so their interests to Milton S bl tt J B . · e mcantnnc t 1c two latter 
h 

u e e, ames ndger and Tl F' • 1 
t e three later repudiated the W e h . • . . 10mas • 1tzpatnc L \Vhen :_ 
of goods, Wyeth was so angry ~1:t i~ntract, !c~'.~g lum m the wilds with a train load :·; 
your front yeard that you won't b bl warnc I ~?n Sub~~tte: "I'll roll a stone into . 
Driggs, op. cit., PP· 137-42. e a e to get out. That stone" was old Fort Hall. 

25· George H. Tinkham History of s J • Record Company, 1923 ), p~. 95 -<)6, an oaqum County (Los Angeles: Historic 

m::~:~:;~~ ~-- ~~vis History of Political Conventions in California, 1849-1892 (Sacra

; 27. Ibid., p. 109. 
. 28. Ibid, p. 176. See also George Thomas Clark L l d 
California, Railroad Builder and F d S ' e an Stanford, War Governor of 
Calif . Stanford U . . . p oun er of tanf ord University (Stanford University 

· · mv ers1ty ress, 193 1) . , 
29. Clark, op. cit., p. 129. 
30. See Note 2. 

Steain Navigation on the Colorado River 
By FRANCIS HALE LEAVITT 

(Concluded) 

The Peak of the Colorado River Trade 

1864, Colorado River navigation had run the gauntlet of experimen
and had proved its importance in the development of the South

west. During the next six years it experienced a period of rivalry and 
. expansion. In r 870 began its third important phase, which might fittingly be 
· called the peak period of the river trade. These years are characterized by 

the addition of new steamers to the river fleet and by the introduction of a 
scheduled ocean steamer service from the coast cities of California to the 
mouth of the Colorado, replacing the slower and more unreliable wind
driven vessels. Scheduled service from San Francisco tended to induce regu

sailings inland on the part of the river steamers, and, though it was not 
always possible to adhere to the schedules, that goal was more nearly approxi
mated during this period than at any other time in the history of river navi
gation. The expansion period had failed to establish trade with Callville, 
but trips to El Dorado Canyon, some forty miles below, were made with a 
semblance of regularity during the next twenty years. It was on this five

stage, stretching from the mouth of the Colorado to El Dorado 
Canyon, that the drama of steam navigation reached its climax. 

Some idea of the scope of ocean transportation at the commencement of 
the peak period may be obtained from a survey of the list of vessels sailing 
from San Franciso to the mouth of the Colorado. Whereas, between 1857 
and 1864 the vessels known to have been engaged in the ocean trade each 
year averaged nine, the average for the seyen years ending in 1870 was nine
teen. A glance at the steamer service on the river shows a similar trend. Be
fore r 864 two steamers could handle the traffic to the interior, but during 
that year five were engaged in this service. The effect of this increased trade 
on the mining industry, and consequently upon the growth of Arizona itself, 
cannot be overestimated. Steamer service made mining profitable, since it 
offered a reliable means of getting unrefined ore to the San Francisco market 
and supplies and machinery in return. Prior to r 864 Yuma had been the only 
river port of importance, but, as mining developed during the next seven 

. years, river ports at Castle Dome, Mineral City, Ehrenberg, Olive City, La 
- Paz, Aubrey, El Dorado, and Hardyville mushroomed into existence. As a 

distribution center Yuma carried on a thriving business. From here military 
supplies were dispatched to Mohave and the army posts of the interior. 
Hardly a day passed that the heavily laden freight wagons of William B. 
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