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D Siouy Iy Qééj_z,_/jg each entry)
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(> Shoshene atl ﬂgié B-bogged .
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SURVEY ID NUMBER

* ®# &% PLEASE NOTE * * *

This document will be placed in OCTA‘s Merrill J. Mattes Research
Library after surveying for the benefit of all researchers using

the library .

For the purpose of surveying, you may write page numbers in the
upper right hand corners of each page if needed. Otherwise, do
not write on the copy or mark it in any way.

When you have finished the survey, please forward your forms and
this copy to your chapter coordinator or Kathy Roubal.



/NS .
. +f€h41 w Stan~ 7****“’0 ‘
e in el Collacfro—
4= proe Tdisew Shte Lbnoy
Richmond, April 2né, 1850. B '
We gtarted for Californis, namely Benjamin
Lamb, C. H. Sharon, Wm. L. Brown, O. McXinsey, Thomas
Monley, Levi Alred, Johnathan Whitacre, Burgess Wilcoxen,
Jacob Lamb, Jeremiah Starr, Henry W. Starr and srrived in
Cincinnati on the same day where we were joined by D.
Buston, where we remsained until the evening of the 5th
when we got on board of the steamer John Hancoc« for St.
Louis which place we reached on the evening of the 8th
during & snow storm and were shipped on the Bay State_
next morning for St. Joseph's, Missouri which place we
reache” after a tedious and unpleasant trip owing to the
cold weather and the selfish and mean disposition of the
officers of the boat on the 15th inst. Slept in the
wagons that nisht in St. Joseph. Weather wet and cold.
Aoril 16th, 1850.
It rained all dsy and one day in this place
satisfied us and after a hard days work in the 1ain and
mud we got out on the Oregon Road 12+ miles from town
where we had to sleep in the wagons ggain.
17th.
Wag dry and pleasant and we mede our tent and

put it up and had the satisfaction of sleeping & 1ittle

more comfortable.
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18th.

Dry but cold. I was quite unwell fhxs day
and I wrote home.

Nothing of importance occured until i'6th.
Oliver H. Sharon arrived on this day with the tvord that
he and J. Lamb end Levi Alred had purchased oui cattle in
I1linois and he 1left them in charge of Lamb anc Alred.
27th.

D. Y. Huston started back to meot the boys and
help them along with the oxen.
28th.

Sunday. Wrote home again.
29th. Rainy and cold.

April 30th, 1850.

Jeremiah Starr was very sick with the bilious
fever. He was gick for one weasak. Nothing else of import-
ance excent the arival of the Boys with the Cattle untill
May the sgixth when we lef St. Joseph for Oregor the County
Seat of Holk Councy our cattle were not accustomed to
work and we were all new hands at driving and taking both
together we made a very awkward appearance but still we
succeeded prety well. e found an empty ocabin and took
peaceable possegsion of it turned our Cattle in the yard

to eat supper ‘and went to bed. (7th) Awoke in the
morning anc found the ground Covered with snow ind i+t
araining waited here until 10 o'clock for the Cantreville

boys when they arived we started for Savanah th: County
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geat of Andrew County this is o beautiful village 3
miles from the iiiscuri RAiver surround by a rica Prarie
and sald to be a healthy place. we encemped 2 miles
above the Town.
8th we drove 8 miles to day and encamped on th: Nodoway
River. this River is about 6 Rods wide and 20 feet deep
9th We ferryed the River this morning and arrive. in
Cregon the County seat ot ¥olk County a small Hut Thriv-
ing village at the extreme edge of Civilization we en-
camped about one mile from Town on the 0ld Fort
iHoad.
10th we traveled over the Ridge for 5 or 6 miloas and
then struck the little Tarkeo Bottoms Crossed the 1little
Tarxeo and encamped on Sgaw Creek.
11th Traveled up the Tarkeo Bottoms to where ™r. Evins &
Co wern~ cncemped on the Big Tarkeo 20 miles above the
town of Oregon 38 from Savanah and fifty from 3t. Joseph.
12th Sunday
13th .onday. Stirted in 60 weth Dr. cvans & Jo the
Richmond Co, the Centreville Co, &and & camc from this
gtate traveled 18 miles up the Misouri Bottoms and en-
camped for the Night on the Edge of the Blufifs. Water
+ mile pasture good
14th Started over the Bluffs for the little Village of

Lindon here we were afraid we would not have flour enough
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and bought 300 1lbs for "15.C0 this wasg the last village
we passed in the States we traveled out 2% miles having
made about ten miles this day.
15th traveled up the Bottoms 16 miles to “owmans KFerry
16th Crossed the River on a Row Boat and encemoed on the
Bank here we found excelent spring watter and fir the
first time considered it necessary to guard our Stock.
17th cormended our march across the plains &s soon as we
get off of the River Botloms we strike the Prarie it is
very Roling and no matter excent in Sloughs
and timber is so scarce that it is dificult to get enough
to Cook our meals the Roads were good and we male about
20 miles and encammed by the Road side where thire was no
wood nearer than 4 miles Some of the Boys went on the
Horses and packed enough to Boil water for Coffie and we
uged slough watter and done very well for the i.zht
18 traveled over pretty miuch the same kind of n~ country
as yesterday and encamped on willow Creek, & Smnll brench
gome distance of 1o the Right of the Road havin:: made
gbout 15 miles Water and wood sbundant but the grazing
short
19th the same brokeun prarie as before witn sloivghs
water rather more abundant timber very Scarce untill we

got to Saline River where we found wood vlenty; but Water
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scarce as the River water {3 salt and we had tv get our
water from 1ittle springs or xather mud holes :lon=> the
Benk of the stream we had traveled about 20 mi'.es this
day 2nd concluded Lo by by * the day to wash and
here we had the first »nrarie Storm such a one s is never
known at home the wind Blew a perfect hurrican) the Rain
voured “down in torrents end accompanied with a.most con-
gstant flashes of lizhtning and the thunder Roll.ed as if
Henven and Zarth were comeing in contact
20 e ~ot our wazons fied by 2 o clock and took up our
line ot march azain crossed the ®iver on e Prdrie gnd got
up on the hill to see once more the same kind of Broken
prarie as for eas the eye could Zeach traveled sbout 10
miles and found two willows by the side of a slouch here
encamped ageain and done pretty well for wood & water but
grass short
21 ifothinz worthy of note for about 15 miles vhen we
come to a 1little strezm with timber her we goti our Wood
for the night and hauled it alongz after we lefrt this
gstream we found foundi gravel hills with stone tlenty but
such stone as will be of but 1ittle or no valuc as 1t is
entirely quarts of all shaves and sizes we trgsveld sbout
20 milos =nd encamoed agaln on a slourh

22nd. ile traveled over pretty much the same kird of a

country as the day btefore for about 18 miles tc where we
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gtrucx the platte Bottoms where we founl wood and Watter
Chopned some wood filled our watter vessels and Hauled
about 2 miles out in the bvottom where we encamp::d we saw
the first Indians to day that we had saw they wire of the
Pawnee Trive they are noted Begrars and thieves we enter-
tained the Chief and his son and another Brave for the
nizht we posted out an extra suard for the nighi but
they mede no attempt to steal anything and depar-ted in
the morning apparently very thankfull for the fivour
shows them here we experienced another of those Terific
Thunder Storms.
23rd we traveled sll day up the Platte Bottoms without
comeing nearer the River than from 2 to 5 miles there is
very 1ittle timber on ths Platte here but the bottoms are
splendid if there was anything lixe spring wattar here it
would be & delightful countiry but tho two most c:sentianl
thinzs Timber and watter will always be o great detriment
to the Settlement of this country by civilized nan. we
made abont 20 milis to day and encamped off of the Road.
about 1 mile distant from the River and had to zarry our
wood watsr from the River
24th ws continued our course up the River and it noon
found oursoelves on the sank of tha River it is 1 wide

Sheet of water spreading over a bed of sand wit: barely

depth enouzh to float an Indicn canoe end fordasirle at
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almost any point on Horse back with low Ranks ani in-
numersble Small Islands dotted over with a few Jottonwood
and Cedar trees the water is much the same as tie [.isouri
water but not so cold on each gide of the xiver from ten
to twenty miles apart the Bluffs rise abruptly Irom the
Bo ttom and present a beautiful appearsence f~om he Rosad
the Road was not so good this afternoon and we nly made
about 18 miles we passed through an Indian Vill:ge which
had been xecently deserted it consisted of sboui one
hunired v/igwams they were curiously constructed and de-
noted a goodeal of skill and ingenuity but the wnoor
Indians after they had completed 1t were driven from
thelr home by the Sioux who Still keep horrossing them.
there Indian irails along the Bank here which are paths
or furows worn in the ground asbout 15 inches wide and
from 6 in to 2 ft deep and perhaps 15 or 20 of them
along the side of each other from one to Two ft apart,
we encamped on the Xiver WWood Scarce 'Water poor % grass
rather indiferent G. W. Connor Shot a deer here the firs
the Co had killed
25th we continued up the Bottom about 12 miles the Bot-
toms getiing narrower until the Bluffs come up *o the
giver here we had to climb the Bluffs and travel over

them gbout 2 miles up hill and down across the 1ecvines
running in to the River they are numerous as the land 1is
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a8 light loam & Sand and it looks like floods 0.2 water
hag poured down them at sometime but they are 111 dry at
thig time after traveling about 2 miles we ags.n desend
to the Bottom where we find Rather more timber the Bottom
here is not more than from * to % of a mile in width the
Road pretty good after making about 20 miles w3 found =a
branch or sloug of clear water here we encampe«d for the
nizht again wood plenty and pasture abundant another
gtorm this night but we were somewht sheltered by the
Bluffs.
26th we started again at & past 7 o clock here we come to
what we supposed to be Grand Island the whole Tottom hers
is surrounded by water a branch of the iiver or each side
very near the Bluffs many places so neasr that we had to
climb over the Bluffs the Road Bad weather warm the
Thermometer stood at 50 in the ghade at noon we made
only about 15 mis to day end encsamped on the Benk of the
River end cooked with Willow Brush and a little drift
wood (Storm)
27th we Started at 7 o clock the weather coole and pleas-
ant the Bottoms gradualy growing wider but ratrer of
marshy Soon after we had sat our dinner we were travel-
ing along the Bank of the Jiver we saw a young Buffalo

Jump into the kiver from the opposgite Shore and mske di-
rectly for our wagzons we waited wihl he had had landed

and then he was So near exhausted that we captured him

without firinm a gun tied him behind the wagon and led
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him to our place of campine Sloushtered him and hod the
pleagsure of feasting on Buffalo we mad sbout 20 miles to
day and encamped on the River again where we done very
well for the night

28th we took up our line of liarch at % past seven 0 clock
the Bottoms here grow wider and becoms dryer &1d level
and as beatiful as at any point on the River tiaat we saw.
and about 3 o clock we come to the Independenc: & str Jo
Road come in to the Platte Road after the Roads come
together there was a perfect Jam of teams of all Kinds
pack trains and some foot travelers we erive? at New Ft.
Kerney asbout 5 o clock this ig a lioted place at the head
of Grand Island about two Hundred and Pwenty three miles
from where we crossed the River it is & small place coa-
sisting of three frame houses 2 of unburnt Brizk and a
number of Mexican hovels built of prarie sod containing
155 soldiers one sutlers store Blacks with shoo Post
office % these was an order published by the Road Side
for bidding Emig.ants camping nearer than one mile of

the Fort here we gaw & llo of tame Buffalo belonging to
the ft. - we drove out about 2 ms past Making sbout 26
miles and encamped on & slough without wood ani very poor
water but by this time we had got used to doin=~ with poor
water and 11ittle wood

28th we gtarted early this morning to try to piss other

Teams on the Road drove herd over an excelent Road Nothing
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of note only the No. of emigrants were so much ereater
than we had anticipated that some of our Co were very much
discouraged. we made about 20 miles to day anc¢ encamped
on the River Bank and drove our Cattle over on to an Island
to Graze. pasture good wood sScarce
30th we started again very early with the Intertion of
passing other trains drove hard in the forepari of the
day to accomplish it did not succeed very well and finaly
gave it up as useless the Bottoms and Road are so much
the same on this River that one discreption is all that
is necesary to discribe the whole Road. We tresveled about
25 miles to day and encamved on the :iver again and as
last night drove our cattle to an Island to greze
318t we acted & 1ittle more reasonable this morning did
not start quite so early and drove moderate and steady
over level dry Roads snd made about 25 miles again and
encamped on the Bank of the River here we haed to cook our
meals with Buftalo chips and it iained in the night and
wet our chips so vhat we could not get them to burn in the
morning oconsequently we did not cook much for breskfast
June 1lst we started pretty early and drove about 25 miles
the road vory good with the excention of & few dry ravines
we had to cross we encamped at % past 4 o clock on the
Bank of the River and drove our catile to an Island to
graze grass very good and wood plenty here we had anothor

storm of wind Thunder and Rain
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2nd we gtarted pretty early this morning passed over
pretty much the same kind of a country in the forepart of
the day when we struck iagged Bluffgs with here and there
extensive Beds of Marl and large Rocks of the same we
mede gbout 20 miles to day and encamped on a little creek
which empties in to the Platte Just below the forks here
we had excelent Watter and the grass was very good but no
wood for miles
June 34 We started about 6 o clock pretty much the same
kind of & country as we traveled over yesterday for about
8 miles where we come to the crossing of the soath fork
of the platte there is one Road that runs up on the South
gide of the south fork and snother that crosses and runs
up on the North side we oconcluded that while we could
cross ;e would do so the River et the crossing is near one
mile wide and not to exceed 2% ft deev it runs very swift
over & bed of loose sand and gravel and we had to keep
our waggons in motion after we started in to th: stream
for so soon as a waggon stopped it commenced siaking in
the sand but our co all got over without any dificulty
we drove about 8 miles further and encamped on the River
and found excelent pasture on an Island wood scirce no
water but River Tatter we traveled 17 ms to day
4th we started sbout 7 o clock the weather wet nnd cold
we traveled up the gouth fork about 5 miles and then
gtruck across the Bluffs some 6 miles to the North fork

and travadled up the Bottom 2 or three miles to ‘there we
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again gtruck on to the Blufrs the whole face of the country
hag undergone a change since we crossed the River the
Bluffs are more Rugged and composed of CGranite :ferl gravel
and sand the Bottoms are liarrow and not very prrductive
the Road was heavy and made about 16 miles and oncamped
on the Bluffg fer from wood water and prass and done the
best we could considering all these disadvantagos and
that there was a cold drizling Rain all night.
5th stsrted vretty early through a cold Rain anc found the
Road much worse than we had saw it before having been so
much Rein and so much travel on the Rozd that where there
was any Loam or soil it was badly cut up and whore there
was none there was as & genersl thinz a perfect bed of
gand consequently 1t was s bad drag all day about noon
we azain gtruck the ilorth fork of the Platte But found
no Wood and very little grass the Bottoms are sc narrow
in many places that we had to climb over the Blvffs and
when we did travel slong the River the Road was equaly
es bad as on the Biuffs. and we only made ghout 15 miles
to where the Bottom grows wider and by drivinz ocur stock
to an Island we got pretty good pasturs.
6th took up our line of march about 6 o clock found very
1ittle of intrest but had Ronds rugged Bluffs and poor
soil until sbout eleven o clock when we come to Cedar
Blufs where there is a few scattering cedars but but by
the time this years emﬁregration pagses there will hardly

be even stumps enourh 18ft to show where it wias we cut
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some wood and hauled it alonz soon after we pcssed it we
found “wo excelent snrings of pure watter runninz out of
the Bluffs near one mile from the zlver this was about the
first pure gpring watter we had tasted since we left the
Misouri «iver and although it was freestone weter it wment
well. here the Bluffs begin to present truly 2 lMountainous
appearance and we had to climb to the top of them as the
River runs right at the foot of them and after climbing
up & steep hill and traveling some 3 miles we come to what
18 caled ash Hollow or creek but it is hardly worthy of
the name of creex being 1like all other creeks in this
country dry here is where the Indians attacked the Treing
last year ard it was well selected for an attack beins a
very deep revine snd erown up with scrubby ask and Hazle
bushes. Here we were advised to take in wood to do us 70
miles as wo would find no more for that distance and we
vrevared accordingly we traveled down the Hollow about 1
mile and sgair struok the River 1 mile from whsre we left
it to elimb over the Bluffs having traveled ovar three
miles to make the Bottoms were narrow and the Road
that runs up to the upper crossings of the south fork
comeing in here the pasture was very scarce ani we drove
till % past 6 o clock in hopes of findings bettsr pasture
but at last were compeled to put up with elmost none and

we encmped on the bottom having made about 22 miles
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7th we sterted % nost 6 o clock our cettle loo!r bad but
havine had but half feed about one mile from wiere we
enc-mped we passed through an Indian villiace :onsisting
of some 20 Wigwems thay are Chians and Sioux a Miserable
degraded and dirty set of fellows to lazy to work dbut
perfect adepts at steslins and Begcging We drore about
5 miles where we stoped to rest our cattle and sun our
provisions and clothing and staid here untill morning
8th we started very early this morninz the weawher ex-
tremely warm the Road very heavy being dry and ssndy the
Sand cut up so that it cut in very near helf way to the
Hubs 1in the evening we traveled over the Bluf’s sbout
4 miles and acain struck the Bottom where we eicamped with
very good pasture having traveled 25 miles ove: the
heaviest Road we hsd yet saw
9th gtarted about 7 o clock the weather cool =nd pleasant
having beon a grest change since yesterdasy the Themometet
standing yesterdsy at noon at 96 o in the shade and to day
at noon at 64 o tut this is not an uncommon occurrence
here. There we met some Morrmons on their return to the
states who carried letters bac« for us at 25¢ onach after
traveling we arrived owposgsite Castle Rock and oncamped
having traveled 20 miles over & very hard Road
10th started at 7 o clock crossed a small Creel within 2

miles of where we were encamped (of cleer water) about
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16 miles from this creek we passed Chimney Roci traveled
2 miles further & encamped Making 20 miles
11th started early the Rosds good & little sanl in places
we struck the foot of Scotts Bluffs halted for diner and
filled our Kegs with Water Roled on within 4 miles of the
trading post on the Summit of Scotts Blufis ma:ing 15
miles 12 traveled on to the trading post where we berin to
descend again here we found excelent spring wsaier again
on both sides of the Rosd. some 4 or 5 miles furtker we
found good water for ourselves and Cattle in savarel places
of to the Road sbout 8 miles further on we croaised Horse
Creek traveled 2 miles further and encammed on the Platte
Making 15 miles
13th Started at % past 6 o clock the Roads ratier heavy
and sandy we stoped for dinner on a spring Braich the
gpring some % mile to the Right of the Road abtout 4 miles
further on we come to another of those trading posts
here is another small sprinklin~ of timber. we come out
to the River aga.n but the bottom is not very nroductive
producing 1ittle beside sage and Cactds we made gbout 20
miles and encamped on the River agsin
14 Ve traveled 14 miles over & very Rough Roal to where
we struck Laramie River this is a deep and swiit ford but
we crogsed with out any difficuvlty Fort Laramin 1s situat-

ed about 1 mile above the ford it looks singulxr to see

so many fine Houses renred up out here in the plains we
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are not alowed to encamp within less than 1 miles of this
place and we traveled out sabout 4 mileg further and encamp-
ed on the platte River again meking about 20 miles here
the Mormon Road on the Horth Side of the River 2zomes in
and we have the whole Salt Lake Oregon and California
Emigration on the one Road

15th we started at 7 o clock and sfter traveliny 2 miles
up the Bottom we gtruck on to the Bluffs for 1 or 1% miles
where we agzin descend to the Bottoms down a2 hill 80 Steep
that we had to vut a rope to the hind end of ths waggons
and hold them back here we wettered again from the platte
River and then left it for the sBluiis not to §e3 it agein
for go soon after we leave the River we pass the warm
Springs this is a very Strong spring of clear water but
warmer then the River water at all times of the year sbout
S5 miles further we pass Porters Rock we drove oa gbout 2
miles further and come to Bitter Creek and encenped mak-
ing 20 miles grass. good but the water Bitter as the name
of the Creek denotes but we found good Soring witer

16 Started about 7 o clock traveled over pretty rood
Roads corssed Bitter Creek twice and erived at Dead Timber
Creek with out knowing that we had left the val:y of
Bitter creex this is & fine little stream with Hlenty of
timber and very good grasgs here we Concluded that as it

was Sunday we woula encamp and 1y by end fix up a 1little
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17th Te started londay morning very early traveled down
the Creek about 4 miles and then commenced the ascent of
the Black Hills after climbing one of the Hills about %
of a2 mile high we have a delightful view of Larimie Peak
and the surrounding Country We crossed Horse C-esek and
here we found an excelent spring of pure cold ¥iter here
we took in wood and water for the night and the: ascended
another high Bluff and found pretty good grass where we
encamped for tke night although the 17th of Juno we were
in sight of Snow on Larsmie pesk and it was so cold as to
render an over coat agresble % we made 22 miles to day
18th Took up our Line of march pretty eerly orcsgssed
geveral small Branches most of which were entirely dry
and at Hoon arrived at LaBonte River this is & beautiful
gtream with a grove of timber on each Bank here as the
day before we took in wood and watter for the night and
traveled over a succession of hills and hollows. and come
to the Red hills or Blooddy Fort these hills are as red
a8 Brick and stfaaﬁed through and in fact restirg on a
bed of pure plaster of Paris it presents very much the
appearance of an old Brick Kilm and they continuc 5 miles
we encamped on these Hills for the Night having made about
2l miles

19th We again struck off over the xed Hills and soon
struok & small stream and then found rough stony Hills

until we come to snother smell Branch with plenty of watter

and an excelent spring bubbling out of thke Bank herg we
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again agcend the Bluffs and travel over them until we come
to it. La. Prele River where we took dinner this is a
beautiful stream the current very rapid from heie we had
a rough Mountainous Road until we arrive at Fourche Boise
River where we encamped for the night Having maie about
20 miles
20th We agein trevel over high hills for sbout ¢« miles to
where we struck the North fork of the Platte agsin and
kopt down the sandy Bottoms for some 5 miles to where we
Crogs Deer Creek here we took dinner and found excelent
Watter and plenty of Wood but poor grsss the Roed was
good. In about 9 miles we struck mud Creek this is a
small Branch destitute of grasgss and wood 2 miley further
on we found a begutiful Grove of timber on the Bank of the
River a beautiful place to encamp but poor Grasg. Here
we stald for the Hizht heving drove as near as ve could
Guess 20 miles
21lst We started early and found the Roads good vntil we
come to Mud Creek nere the crossing was bad we crossed
over snd stopped for dinner sfter dinner we traveled 8
miles up the Platte to the upper Mormon Ferry the Roads
pretty good with the exception of two 1ittle mucdy Creeks
that we had to cross we encamped neer the Bank c¢{f the

Kiver Wood scarce & grags very poor we mde 19 miles to

day
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22nd We found sn excelent Ferry here and were detained
but a few minuits in crossing our Wagons and Hcrses we
paid £5.00 apilece for our Waeggfns and $1.00 a lead for
Hor ses We swam our cettle over which detesined tvs until
11 o clock and then we had to travel 26 miles tefore we
come to grass Watter or Wood we cormenced the escent of
the hill at the Rivef and kept going up for 7 niles be-
fore we arrived &2t the sSummit we have & fine view of the
gurroundine Country and to any person who was rot slready
tired of such scenery it would no doubt have besn pro-
nounced sublime but what charm had barren praries to us
who wanted grass and water for our stock and nothing in
the vegitable Kingdom vigible tent Wild Sage and Caoctus
here we stopped and took dinner and supper both together
and determined to make the 26 miles before we slept. from
the top of the Hill we begin to descend on the ovposite
side the Road rough for about 1 mile from here we found
it excelcont still descending for 4 miles further to where
we come to Minera: Sprinz & Lake this spring apnd Lake
are both Poison and from here until we strixe the Rocky
Mountains we have such places to dread and the =Zoad is
strewed with dead Cattle Horses and l}Mules from the effects
of 1t 1% miles from this Lake we come to Rock Avenue and

2 miles more up a sandy Hill we come to Alkali Spring &%
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Swamp. surrounded by high bluffs and very miry and smells
bad 4 miles further we found a small Stream of clear
pure Water and encamped sbout % past 1 o clock at nigzh
having made 26 miles Since 11 o clock. Ko wood but sage
and the grass poor
23. After resting our cattle until about 10 o ’lock we
started again to try and find better pasture ajout 3
miles from this place we come to Willow Springs here we
found excelent cold Watter but no grass consequently we
were compeled to leave it. from here we begin the ascent
of Prospect Hill end £0 up about 1 mile from tie Summit
we have & Splendid view of the Surraunding Cowatry to
tho Sweet Water liountains 5 miles over a very {eavy Ssndy
Road we come to & smell Stream & Swemp and s vary cold
Spring about 20 rods below the Road this 'Water looks pure
and has a plaasant taste but the branch above :nd the
grags are both Poison as we found out to our Sorrow we
turned our Cattle & Horses on it and in % an Hour they
werg nearly all «f them vomiting and showin-~ every sgmptom
of being polisened but we effected a cure in ev:iy case by
drenching them with Lard and.Vinegar but it weankened them
down vsry Muoch, here we were compeled to stay 'mntil
morning but we watohed our cattle to keesp them from
drinking any more Watter
24 Qur Cattle looked bad having been sick and hed no
Watter or gress since they were poisened and wo had 14

miles to go to Sweet Watter River that being tie first
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Watter that we were willing to risk their drinling the
Roead for the most part was very heavy being thiough dry
Sand badly cut up the day was Hot and Sultry a.d we 4id
not arrive at the River until near Sun down and our Cattle
were very near exhousted here we encampsd % miie below
Independence Rock Here ws stopped with the intontion of
gtaying to recruit our Stock Having made 14 miles
25th Laid by to day on the Banks-of Sweet Jater River
this is a rapid Mountain Stream but like the Platts the
Watter is full of Sand but it answered our purpose very
well Independence Rock on the North Side of the River
this is & 801id rock of granite said to cover 52 acres of
rather of an Oval Shape and about 200 feet High I had
full time to examine this rock and I found morc names
Inscribed on it than any man could put there for a year
and I put my Name with the rest here we found che Cholera
or diorhoea very prevalent and as the grass wai not so
good as we exvected we Concluded to drive further
26th we crogsed Lhe River below Independence Rock 5%
miles from here we come to what is called the Devils gats
this is worth a visit from any person passing <she Road it
is where the River passes through the Mountain it appears
to have cut it way throuzh the Solid Xock for it of =
mile from the bed of the River to the top of the moun-
tain the walls rise 400 fest Perpendicular and the Watter

rushes down over ledgoes of Rocks with a noise resembling



distant thunder % mile South of this there is a dry
Sandy pass through the Same mountein almost levul with
the valey. through which the Road psgses and it looks
ag though it wasg designed by Nature for a Rozd “‘he Road
was pretty heavy to day being most of the wasy tarough
deep sand we treveled 14 miles and found good grass and
encamped on the Bank of the River

27th W got a 1late stert this Morning the Rosd Sil1l
Heavy up Hill most of the way and Sandy the valley of
the River here is from 10 to 20 miles in width tut it
is not very productive beinz one continuous bed of Sand
from Mountein to mountain covered with Sags and the Moun-
tains are a Solid Mess of hard granite producing nothing
on the North of us. And on the South only 2 few Sunted
pine and the Ravines full of Snow we made 15 miles to
day eand encemped on the River agsain

28 e made an early Start and found the Roads Still
Heavy for 5 miles to where we cross the River arein
orogsing pretty rc>d % from this plece we crossed it
twice in one hundred yerds the first crossing very bad
we had to raise our Wagon beds to keep the water from
comeing into them the Road Still ocontinues up hill end
gandy for about 6 miles thence down hill to the River

here we encamped again Making 16 m
29th Here we thought it best to leave one of our Wezgons

and divid the load between the two we had 1pft about 5

miles from here we passed Ice Spring and Sloush whore
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there is said to be plenty of Ice 2 feat from the S8urface
the Road was very Hilly and Sandy and we had & hard drive
until we got within 1 mile of the River where we descend
to the level of the River agsin and cross over here we en-
camped again grags pretty good made 16 miles
30th W Started at 7 o clock the Road Sandy and winds
round the bluffs for near the River for 7 miles to the
7th Crossing thig we avoided by climbing over a Steep
gravly bank for about 1 mile after we got over this we
had pretty good Roads for about 3 miles to where we com-
mence the ascent of the Rocky Mountains here there isg a
Succession of high Stony Ridges very hard to get up and
dangerous for Waegons we finaly reached Strewbery Cresek
on which we encamped grass very good Weter pure and plenty
of Sage for fuel we made 19 miles
July 1lst We Started early the Rosd Solid beingz somposed
of Sharp gravel and Slete hard on sore footed Stoock 1
mile from where we Started we crossed quaken As> Creek &
Smell branch of tl.e Sweet water from here for a distance
of 4 miles woe have a good Road to where we crosgs the
North fork of Sweet Watter River snd 3 miles further we
cross Willow Creek pure water and 4 miles from lere we
cross Sweet Watter for the last time we eat dinner here
and then traveled Six miles further snd found gnod watter
plenty of grass and Wild Sege in abundance here we en-

camped making 18 miles
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2 Ve concluded to 1y by sand rest our Stock our water hera
consists of Snow running down from the Mountairs and is
excelent for washing as I have fully tested it having Just
got through with a big Washing
34 We made an early Start this morning & Passeé¢ Twin Mounds
these Mounds rise to a great height in s verfect Conicel
Shape but unlike the Mounds of our country they are the
Works of Nature and not of man. The Road here is & level
plane and continues so with very 1little ascent to the
Summit of the South Pass 3 miles from the Mounds we arrive
at the Summit and now commences the descent of the Peci-
fic slope of the Rocky Mountains the Mountaing on both
Sides rise Sevarel hundred feet higher than the Pass the
Altitude of the Pass 1s Seven thousand and Eighty five
foeet above the Level of the sea 3 miles from the Summit
we coms to what is called the Pacific Springs and Swamp
the Watter is very Cold esnd pleasant taste” but is not
best to drink very much of it 1% miles from hers we cross
the Pacific Creek a small Swift Stream but the Watter not
good. no more Watter for 21 miles from bere we traveled
8 miles to dry Ssndy we drove 5 miles further aad found
pretty good grass and encemped for the night without
fatter haing made about 23 miles
4th We started early this morning the Road good about 1%

miles from here we come to the Junection of the Zslifor-

nia and Oregon Roads here we took the left hand Road for
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Salt Lake the Road was level and rather heavy teing Sandy
12 miles from here we come to the crossing of Iittle
Sandy the Watter is Muddy the Current Swift sore grass
on the Banksg of the Stresm here we took dinner after din-
ner we had rether heavy roads for 8% miles to wvhere we
crossed Big Sandy this like little Sandy was Muddy and
Swift and at the ford 7 or 8 rods wide and about 2 £t deep
we drove down the River about 1 mile and encamred having
made about 18 miles
15th We started about the usual hour the roasds were pret-
ty good not much of note here the country preseats the
same arrid appearance that it bas for several Handred
miles back nothing to be seen for miles but Wili Sags
Seand and a little bunch grass Peculiar to this Soil and
Climate if it was not for this grass this Country would
be truly a desoert about 10 miles from our ca=p we stopped
for dinner snd found Vatter for our Stock about 2 6f =
mile to the left of the Road the big Sandy here makes a
bend towards the “oad after dinner we drove abecat 7 miles
over a rough Road and come to the big Sandy again here it
is sbout 8 rods wide and 3 feet deep we drove about 1
mile further and found owretty good grass and encamped
for the night having made 18 miles.
6th We were compelled to ly by to day on the azcount of
8icknesgs in the Comosany. D Lance of the Centreville Co.

D. Bailey of thé Sconomy Co. H Watson of the Boston Co.
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and 8. S Wilcoxen of the :ichmond Co were gll cown with
the Flu 0 McKinsey hers met with a considerable loss he
had bought an excelent Indian Poney to ride thiough and
he had his head Tied to his foot letting him graze and in
this Situation he understock to cross the creel. whera it
wag deep and got fast in the rope and drowned tefore as-
gsistance oould be rendered him. This 1is & di sagreeable
place owing to the wind which is blowing the lcose Sand
in clouds which aslmost exclude the light of the sun, im-
mediately over us. and renders cooking or sunning our
Cloths entirely out os the question We are encemped for
the first time in Californis some 5 or b rods from the
Oregon 1line we have been in Oregon pretiy mucn ever gince
we left the South Pass.
7th Our men having got better we concluded to start this
morning the Roads were pretty good but dusty for 3 miles
after this they were rather rough for 7 miles to where we
come to Green River this is a rappid Mountain stream some
16 rods wide and .0 or 15 ft deep at this time but it is
said to be fordable in the fell after the Snow is melted
from the Mountains that being the Source from whence the
Vatter all comes to make this River which is onz of the
Principle tributarys of the Colorado we arrived at the
Ferry about 12 o clock and after eating dinner and rest-

ing awhile we undertook to swin our Cattle acress the

River but failed in the attemnt and tried again and sasgain
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with no better success in tho mean time we had crossed
our i/azgonsg over and some of the Boys were still on the
opposite Side without their coats and the Ferryman would
not even let us have the boat to go after them but they
fared better then we exvected as there were tecms on the
other side who had men on the Side we were on esnd we took
them in and their Co done the same for our boys. make 10
miles
8th We made another attempt to get our Cattle over and
failed again and kept working until 12 o clock when we
succeaded in getting them all over but 1. we lost one
out of our team by drownins. our horsos swam right across.
After dinner we hitched up and drove down the River about
2 miles to a good damping place there is plenty of sitter
cottonwood on this Stream end it went very well to have
wood to cook agsin as we had little or nons Sinze we left
Ft Laramie but the wild Sace is a very good substitute.
made 2 miles
9th We started Prutty early this morning in about 3% miles
from our camp we left the River and Struck acroass the
Bluffs for Blacks Fork through a sandy dessrt the road
heavy sandy and Sevrael Stesp Places to vass anl the Coun-
try if Possible more Barren and unproductive than any we
had saw being so voor in many places that the Wild Sage
could not take Root and the Sand blowing ebout in clouds.

e genoraly have hish wind from the Pacific from 10 o



-28-
clock until night and as we have not had rain enough
gince we left the Platte to lay the dust at tines and
places it 1 s slmost insufferable We arrived at blacks
lork in good camping time and by turning of below the
Road we found excelent pasture for our Stock having
travaled 15% miles without water. 'fe made 18 mlles.

10. We bad to ly by to day D Lance having got ‘vorse and
being considered by the Physician unfit to trarel we

heve & besutiful camping Place 150 miles yet t> Salt

Lake

11th We were still compeled to 1y by D Lance growing

WOr S8

12th D Lance died this morning In bim we lost i1 most
examplary man one whom we always found Cheerful: and re-
signed come what would. We gave him as sood and deacent

& Burial as we could. but it looked bhard to coingign him
to the grave Coffinless.

13. We took up our Line of march very early th.s morning
we bad excelent hoads for about 5 miles to where we Struck
Blacks Fork 2 miles from here we cross Hams Fork & clear
cold Stresm after this we hed Some prety rough Stony Road
for 2 mile to Blacks Fork again here we took in water

and Struck across the bluffs halted for dinner on the
Ridge about 3 miles from the Creek a2fter dinmner we found
the Road pretty good for 7 miles to where we strike the

ereek the 4th time this is the last we see of it from
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here we had a sandy road for 6 mileg to a creel: two rods
wide here we sncamved for the nitht having traveled about
25 miles
14th e got rather a late start this morning wo erossed
the creek and and after getting off the Bottom we found
the Road vretty good until we agscend the gecond bluff
here we found rather heavy sandy Xoad for the (istance of
16 miles to where we come to a c¢lear and rapid Stream
rushing down from the Mountain wlith the velocity of the
Wind here we found plenty of timber and grass plenty after
dinner we hitched up and drove up to the Fort some 4 miles
the Fort consists of 4 Log houses Surrounded by high
Piquets it is Situsted in a fertils valey through which
there is 7 Small Streams of clear cold Watter Tassing. it
is in the Snake Country we made 20 miles
15th We got rakher a late Start this Morning Wn White
of Economy was very unwell this morning after Jeaving
the Fort we traveled up & valey.between two Movntains the
sides of which were covered with Scrub Pine after travel-~
ing up this Valley some two miles we ascend & high ridgs
for £ of & mile and then go down some 3 miles to a besu-
tiful gpring and branch and then comence climbing another
after gotting to the summit we travele over & level plane
for some distance to where we come to another epring of
Pure cold Watter and & nice Spring branch here we took

Dinner safter Dinner we again comenced the ascert of the
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Ridge after traveling up some 2 miles we again descend
into g beautiful valey at the foot of the hill we crossed
another Spring branch an Just below the xoad there ig a
beautiful Grove of tall cotton wood after trave.ing over
e level plane for some 3 miles we come to Muddy Creek a
branch of clear Watter 10 ft wide ani 1 deep -  miles
further we pass the coperass and Sods Sprinzs and then
comenced the ascent of the hizhest Ridge that wo had
crossed yet it being 600 feet higher than the South Pass
end 1035 hirsher than Fort B¥ildger the Altitude heing 7700
ft bheving arrived at the Summit we encemped for the night
grass excelent but no watter excent what we had houled
along from the Cresk.
16 We started ebout the usual time and soon cormenced the
descent of the Kountain which was lengthy and tedious we
traveled down a veley enclosed on both Sides by hills
300 feet high to where we struck sulphur Creek this was
the firgt Stream that we saw which discharges itfis Watters
into the Selt Lake it empties into Bear river. 'Te had
pretty hard roads from here to Bear River there 1s as
ranpid a stream as I ever saw it divides into 3 channels
where we cross it which makes it fordable after crossing
we climb a very Steep hill after arriving at the too of
the Hill we descend into a beautiful Velley where there
is a luxuriant growth o0f grass and Sevarel good sorings

of npure watter we followed this valley to yellow Cresek
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where we encamped at the foot of the bluffs making 22
miles Sage pgrass nnd watter plenty
17th started pretty early and travele down a de¢ep ravine
with high grassy hills on btoth sides with now and then a
Cedar bush showing itsself as we advance further down the
hills begin to assume more the appearance of liovntains
the valey is narrow but there are a number of Srrings
running out from each Side of the Stream which forms quite
-a creek Cellédd Echo Creek we passed Soms beamtiful groves
of timber to day and encamped where the Mounteirs rise
abrupt from the valley some 2000 fe:t high grass in the
valley good we made 20 miles to day.
18th We continued down the Creek Some 8 miles further to
the mouth it empties into eber River here we stooped for
dinner this is another very rapid stream we traveled up
the Stream throug very decp dust for 5 miles to where we
ford it fording good after traveling two miles Ve encamp~
.ed on the River meking 15 miles.
19th We made an esrly start this morninzg the Roesds good
but very dusty asbout 5 miles from where we we were en-
camoed the Road leaves the River and rises over the moun-
taing ascent gradual for near 2 miles to the summit from
here wo have & gplendid view of the high mountains South
eagt of hore after descending ngain to Weber Riier again
we travel up a desp ravine the xoasd not very good for 5

miles we continue to go up hill at the Rate of £00 £t peor
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mile here we begin to descend at about the same rate the
descent rough and Stony for 3 miles and here we sirike 2
beautiful level Valley well wattered and plenty of grass
here we encamped for the night making 20 miles 7Tm White
very unwell not fit to travel but wants to go 01
20Th we made a late start detained by "m Thites being
sick much the same kind of a road as we had yesserdsay
afternoon we made 7 miles and were compeled to Ly by on
acoount of wWhite. He died this aftenoon &t half past &~
o clock of Inflamation of the Bowels & throat
21st We buried {thite of Kconomy this morning ani mads a
late Start for about 4 miles we had pretty good road when
we struck the Kanyon this is a very rapid Mountnin Stream
passing down & ravine in meny places barely widoe enough
for a wagon road with the Mountains rising almost pBrpen-
dicular near a h2lf of a mile high we crogsed the Stream
37 times in 8 miles &nd this 8 miles was decidely the
worst road I ever saw and at the end of it the !lormons
have erscted a toll Gate and Charge more toll than we are
allowed on any Pike in the States here we come to the
what the flormons call the Credle of the Veley from which
we con gsee out into the great salt lLeke Valey wo encamped
6 miles from the Citty on the Bank of the Xanyon Grass
poor made 12 miles
22 woe started pretty early this morning for the Citiy we

gtruclk the Valey some 5 miles from the Citty necr the
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Utaw outlet this is the outlet from the Utaw wuLiks to the
Great Salt Lak thig Lake is some 20 miles South east of
the Citty and the Salt Lake is 22 miles tiorth wrest of the
Citty this is & beautiful place beyond discrep:ion by me.
the Citty is situasted about 3 miles from the Livuntains
and 1 from the outlet the Land is gradusly Sloning from
the Mountains to within 1 mile of the outlet ard is of a
black loose Sandy nature A Stream of watter ruithes from
the mountaing and at the the Eastern part of the Citty it
divides into two branches both of which pass through the
Citty and Watter is good and very cold and an sbundance
for Mill purposes or for irrigation the air 1s pure and
heal thy being sweatened by the healthy breszes from the
Lake up the outlet trom the Citty there is one field Con-
taining 15C00 Acres most of which was in wheat some Corn
but Corn doeg not do well hers owing to the dr) and Short
negs of the Season but there is no greater Wheet Country
in the World such crops I never saw an average crop 1s
gome 35 bushels poer Acre Salt Lake Prices slovr :25.00
per hundred rotatoes #15.00 per bushell and otrer provi-
sions in proportion. they have the finest Cattle here of
any place in the World here we have to travel &£ North of
mest Course upon the Xast Side of the Lake and go saround

the whole of the Lake. the Citty is situated ir Lattitude
40° 45, 44,, Longitude 111° 22, 34,, Altitude 4,300

feet there is an abundance of timber in the Mountains
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Mostly balsam Fir the hougses are mostly built o< Dobys or
unburnt Brick they have a state House or Bowery or any-
thing you nleesge to Call it it is used for Worsiip State
House Court room Concert Room and Theetre the Ciltty is
1aid of in lots of 1* acres in the centre Squnrs 2% in
the second 5 in the third and so on untill it w.dens out
into & farm and evry Mormon as he arrives has o:e of thes
lots presented to him. which makes the Citty prosent
rather an awkward and open appearance the Inhabitants
appear to be Intelegent and Industrious and very proud
of there Valley to whichlthey have given the nane of wves-
eret and here they say they say they bid defiance to the
United States and they are well fortified being surround-
ed by high mountains on a1l sides and if an army ever
invade this Valey they will have to pasa throush some of
thogse deep vasces in the mowntains where a few nen couid
cut off 2 whole army after arriving at the Citt: we went
out in a Horth west Course after we get out of 1he Citty
we come to warm Spring they have both house here which
is quite a luxury the watter is Just warm enoughr to be
pleasant and comfortable 4 miles from the Citty we come
to hot Soring end Lake here there is & large creek boils
out from under a rock so storongly impregnated v ith Sul-
phur and minerals as to render the smell very oifensive
the fatter is s hot as to boil an erg in fiftecn minutes

4 miles from here we struck a beautiful running Stream of
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pure cold Watter where we encamped for the night the Grass
very good Osk bushes vlenty for fuel We made 14 miles
23d e leid by to recruit our Stock and view ths Citty
we bought 275 1bs of Flour for which we paid $63.50¢
24 We are still in camp this is the day the Mormong cele-
brate their deliverance from Slavery it being the day 3
years ago that they Landed in this Valey I was not down
to see their Celebration but it was represented as a
ludicorous affair The Mormons are allowed &8 many wives
as they can get & support it is said 0ld Father Young has
only 26 yet and he hes more than any other man in the
Place
25th Some of us got ready and Started this morning others
not ready we drove some 10 miles and encamped on & small
rivulet excelent Watter Wood & grass
26th \fe 1aid by until noon when the ballance of the Co
arrived and we made a Start on our Journgy we traveled
up the Lake some 8 miles to a amall creek plenty of grass
woods & Watter
27th The roads were fine thie morning owing to 2 rain
which fell last night(and this is a rare occurrence here
as the Mormons g8y il seldom rains here exccpt in the
reiny Season) at 12 o clock we arrivod at V/eber River
there has been o ferry here but the Watter has fallen so
that it is fordable after crossing the River we come to
Brovmsville thig is a Mormon Town if it is Worthy of the

Name of Town it consigts of 3 or 4 log cabinsg carrounded
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by Pickets here we took dinner here after dinner crossed
sevarel Small Streams gnd bad gloughg and aboutl 8 miles
from Town we crossed a beautiful Wountain Stretm about
three miles further we coms to & smell Stream snd encamv-
ed Wood Watter & grass excelent. 23 miles
28 Sunday and we did not start very early. soor after we
Started we passed two large boiling Springs of Sal#
watter and close by thig Watter was strongly inpregnated
with Iron. we passed sevarel Springs of Pure cold watter
and about 8 miles from where we Started we come to a
beautiful Cresek and stopved for dinner rested until 2
o olock and .then drove seven miles further to Box Elder
cresk and encamped having made 15 miles Wood grass end
Watter in an sbundance.
27th We started nretty early the Roads for the first
mile bad some bad Sloughs to cross after crossing thsm
we come to a beautiful Cresk of as nice running Watter
as I ever saw but it was to Szlt to drink We pessed
Sevarel fine Hot and some large SAlt Springs at noon we
arrived at large Spring of pure cold Watter the roads
woere fine from here to Beer River Herry where w3 arived
at 3 o clock and crossed over almost immediately we Paid
the Mormons $5.00 more for each Wasgon the Stream is not
more than 10 rods wide &and is mostly fordable at this
Season of the year but thia was not the case at this

time our Cattle and Horses Swam right across with out
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any trouble we drove on to the Hill and encammel for the
Night the Grasg was excelent plenty of willows for fuel
River Watter a 11ittle muddy but cold ¥e mad 17 niles
30th Our cattle were badly scattered and we were detained
some time in bunting them in consequence of whizh we made
a late Start the roads were good to where we strike Mud
creek 5 milseg from the Ferry this is a Stream ajout ons
Rod wide and some 10 feet dcep across this the formons
have erected & narrow bridge and g8 the 1last chance
for Rbbbing us tho charge us #1.25 per Waggon for crossing
on it and we saw & pnoor Californian gathering his duds &
provisions out of the Stream the bridze was so i1arrow that
he had upset in the creek and got evry thing wet from hers
wa passed over a ridze ratrner rough and Stony for 4 miles
to where we again Strike the Valley Roads good “ut ex-
tremely dusgty for some Six miles No watter near and we
Stopped for dinner after dinner we passed up a nerrow
valley through the mountains the Road tolerable good but
a little uv hill Lor 6 miles to where we again Strike ths
Valley again tho Roads are good for 4 miles to where wme
gome to & large Salt or Salts Spring the Watter was asbout
as warm 88 Blood and tasted very much lixe Selti3 we fried
to destroy the tagte by meking Strong coffee bus it would
be Sgl ts but bhere we were compelled to Stay for the night
as it was 12 miles to any better. we had pretty good

grass and Sage in an abundance. we made 23 mils3
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31st We started at % past 5 o clock our cattle almogt
famighed and the Road very dry and dusty and Sone rough
Stony hills to cross and by bhalf after 10 o clo:k we
Reached the 12 mile Spring this watter was not 7ery cold
but it was pure and good and we concluded to Stiy here
until morning this is 115 miles from the Citty nwp amongst
the Bear River Mountains the Velleys are narrow arnd not
very Productive but by driving our Stock 1% milos from the
Camp we found good pasture made 12 miles Sage for fuel
Aug 1st e got rather a late Start this morning the Roads
good but dusty 6 miles from where we were encamied we come
to Deep Creek this is a narrow decp and Swift Sireem here
we gave our Stock /atter and drove on some 3 mites furtner
down the Stresm and took Dinner 4 miles further down we
come to the Sink of deesp Cresk here the Watter Spreads
over the Sand ploin and Sinks after leaving the Sink we
traveled about 10 miles over a sand plain covernd over
with & luxuriant Growth of Saze with barely grais enough
to keep the rabbels and Elk from Starving and arrived at
Pilot Springs about 9 o olock at night our Stocl: pretty
well exhausted thess snrings are Somewaht diffrent from
anything I had ever saw there is three springs of Pure
fresh Watter which break out in the Sand plaing some 5
miles from the Mountaing the Wood was Sage we fcund tol-
erable Grass by driving the Stock 1% miles North of the

Springs. Made 23 miles
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2nd We started about the usual time the Roads were toler-
able good for some 5 miles to where we rise on to the
bench of the Mountain after rising on to the beach we come
to a beautiful Cedar grove and the Sink of Some creeks
here we found good WWatter and grass and Stoope: for noon
We traveled slong the bench and crossed sevarel deep
ravines some of whidh were pretty steep pulling Out of
crosse”? Sevarel Spring branches and arrived at lock Creek
this is a beaqtiful branch of pure cold Watter -7hich
comes thundering dovn from the HMountain over a :ough
Stony bed Grass excelant wood plenty Fatter rigat
34 We started at 6 o clock the Rosds were good uith the
exception of one or two Ravines we crossed 2 spring branchs
and at noon come to the Casus creex we crossed over the
Banks Steep and the crossing bad we crossed over and
stopped for Dinmmer in grass up to our 7aggon bei.s after
diner we travele: up the Casus 1 mile to another orossing
Worse than the first being Steeper and sidling lut we all
got over without sccident by putting & rove to the hind
end of our laggons and letting them down after crossing
we found good roads up the creek for Six miles to where
we found an exclent camping place on the oreek vhere there
was plenty of Wood Vatter and Grass. here we encamvned we
are in the Shoshone Indians Valley Numbers of wiich come
to our tent and beg for evrything they sec they are a

lougy dirty set of fellows end will steal any thing they
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can lay their hands on we made about 18 milss
4th this being Sunday and a good camping place we con-
cluded to 1y by and rest our Stock
5th We started Pretty early our cattle in fine Plight
Our Poney Strayed off lagt nieght or was Stolen by the
Indians he is no where to be found we ggain crirss the
Casus creck and 4 miles from where we Started i7e come to
the Movntaing 5 miles further we come to the 0ld rt.
Hall Koad pretty much all the way up Hill Just before we
come to the Junction of the Roads we come to the famous
Steeple Rocks between which the Pt Hall Roed Ynszes
through an avenue Just wiile enough to admit a 'Jaggon 2
mileg further up the Mountain we found a Small Spring
branch on which we stopped and took dimner 3 miles further
on top of the mountain we come to Steep Creek ¢ Small
Stream the banks covered over with Qusasken Asp here commen-
‘668 the the descent‘of the Mountaing soms places so steep
that we locked both wheels and tied a rope beh:nd and
held our wargons:'back 7 miles further over a rcugh moun-
tainour Road we come to goose creek and Valley hera we
found pretty fair grass and Tatter and Sare. Mede 21 miles
and encamped
6th We Started at % past 6 o clock the Roads wcre fine up
the Valley but we travsled slow very dusty & werm we made
about 9 miles and Stooped for dinner we Still continued

up the valley the ¥etter was not very pood the Stream
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runs to far through 9illows cnd hiph grass the grass wag
good wood plenty we made 18 miles and encamped
7th we started pretty early this morning the Roeds were
good for 1 mile here we leave goose creek and turn to the
right up a deep ravine down which there is a Smsll Stream
runs to goose creek here the road was very Rougt and Stony,
and the Stream bad to cross to the left of usg ttere 13 a
Number of tall =ocks detached from the ilountain and Stand-
ing Perpendicular on the end after Passing these we come
into a small Velley here the Roads were good but it con=+
tinued only 2 miles then commences & rough hilly road about
8 miles further up the hills we come to some Cedar bushss
here we stopned in the Shade and sat our Luncheon but diad
not unhiteh our Stock is there was no grass nor watter
near  after noon we found pretty much the gsame kind of
Roads for hear 5 miles where we come to thousands soning
valley this is quite an extensive valley in which ther is
numerous Snrings or natural Wells the watter in some of
which is good and . thers stongly impregnated with alkali
and minerals of varicus kinds we foundi en excelent Sprin
at the entrance of the valley gushing out from under a
large Rock but here there was no grass we sterted down the
Valley to get grass sbout 2 miles down we found a3 good
Spring and some gress but we thought it would be plenty
lower down gnd drove on 3 miles further we come to enoth-

er spring of good watter but no grass 2 miles further
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down we encampe? in the Sago without watter or grass Ve
made 24. the hafdeat day drive we had yet made
8th we intended to start early this morning hﬁ1 our
cattle were so scattered we were & long time ir collect-
ing them togeteher we drove sbout 5 milesg to ccld ‘ater
Creek here we found good grass but the Watter was Scarce
a3 the creek consisted of some holes dug in the ditch and
the Watter Standing in them we watered out of our buckets
and turned our cattle out on the grass and Staid until
after dinner we had fine roads this afternoon down the
Valley not very dusty but hard and we pacssed sevar-
el Natural Wells some of them deep and containing good
Wattér, others to Strorgly imnregnated with minarals we
made 8 miles and sncemped the grass good but we had to
drive our Cattle back near 2 miles to one of those wells
for Watter plenty of Sagze for fuel here we found our
poney again a company from Ilinois had met him Straying
back and brought him up made 13 milses
9th We Started eurly this morning the Roeds very good
we passed sevarel Sorings of good 'Jetter and Sone very
hot Springs we treveled about 6 miles along the Side of
a running branch after leavint it we traveled across the
Send pleins for 2 miles to where we Struck a small branch
where we took dinner after following it soms 3 miles to
a Soring after dinner we struck across the hills we trav-

eled up & long hill not very steep eand the Road smoo th
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after arriving at the Surmit we descend to & velley and
travel along it to where we found Some excelont Springs
to our left here we encamped the grass good watter excel-
ent and Sage plenty Made 21 miles.
10th we started atout the usual time the Roads were good
but very dusty for 4 miles nere we descend a very Steep
hill and climb another equaly as herd after this for 2
miles we travel over & heavy Sand plain for 2 niles to
where we descend an other steep and long hill to Kanyon
Creek Valley here we found en excelent Spring we travel-
ed down the Valley 6 miles further to another Spring
bhere we took dinner after dinner we traveled dcwn the
Xanyon Creek for 8 miles and encamped Wood Watter and
grass plenty we made 20 miles
11 This being Sundey we did not Start very early Ve
traveled down the creek to near where it empties in to
the crek here we cross the Creek and those two Creeks
from the Humbolt or Marys River this is a beautiful
Stream hers we tr.uveled all day throuzh fine grass on
the north bank of the River the velley is wide the Roads
good We made 15 miles and encamped on the bank of the
River good Wood & Watter and the grass not surpiassed in
any Country.
12th we 8tarted at & o clock this morning our Cattle in
fine order for traveling here we witnessed somethinz we

were not accustomed to on this trip & very heavy dew it
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is generaly as dry in the morning as at noon thare was
quite & rain on the Mountains to the left of us yester-
day but we did not get much of it we have saw but one
rain that bag 1laid the dust Since we left the Plattve and
that was in Salt Lake Velley We found the Roads good for
about 5 miles to where we crossed a beautiful C-eek herse
we took the bluffs for about 1 mile and come to a very
Steep bill where we descended into the Valley &.1d travel-
ed alon:s the wvalley for 1 mile and then lesve the River
for near another mile the road heavy and dusty we descend
again to the Valley the descent not bad 2 miles further
down the Valley we Stopped for dinner After din:ner we
traveled down the River bank for 10 miles the Rouads good
and in many Places the grass as high as the Catiles backs.
We are now in the Root Diggers teritory the are a diminu-
tive Dirty thieving part of Creation there were RNumbers
Prowling about our Camp last night and to night we again
gee them Prowling egbout but they have Stolen no’hing from
us yet but almost evry day we see men who have had their
Horseg Stolen there is a great many dead Horses on the
Roads s8long the River #He made 20 miles and found excellent
grass wood & Watter
13th we Started &t 5 o clock and Struck the River after
noon and crossed it 4 times in five miles some of the
Crossing were pretty deep and difficult the Roads between

the crossing passing down between high hills over rough
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8idling Roads we made 20 miles Wood 7Tater & grass good
14th we gstarted at 6 o clock our teems in fine order for
traveling about 7 miles from our encampment we struck
the hillg =fter traveline up the hill for near 5 miles we
descend into a smnall Valley in which we found e spring
here we took dinner and wattered our Stock theras was no
grass we rested 1 hour and again commenced the ascent of
the llountain about 3 miles we come to the top of the hill
end could see out into the Velley some 9 miles diistant
here we azain descend into & Valley or Kanyon ia which we
found excelent Sprines Watter we traveled down tiis Kanyon
some 5 miles and then had to c¢limb over the hills again
the agscent Steep lons and tedious and the dust very troub-
lesome this was one of the hard days drives it weg 8 o
clock when we got to comp we made 24 miles Wood Watter
and grass good
15th we Started about 7 o clock the Road for thas first
mile wes good when we come to the liountain and had to
climb it thls wes egbout ag steep a hill as we had yet
come up after we arrived at the Summit it was nesarly Knee
deep in dust and up kill and down for 3 miles to where we
come out into the Valley we traveled 4 miles further and
Stoped for dinner on the bank of the River. aftsr dinner
we left the River for a couple of miles the Roads
the rest of the way excelent we made 16 miles and oncamp-

ed for the night Wood Water & Grass good. here the Emi-
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grants have secn trounle with the Indians on thn 13th
the Red Skins Stole a Humber of oxen from & company from
Ilinois the compnany followed them about 1£ mile3 into a
gorge of the Mountain where the Indians broke o1t in
great humber and fired on them and they seeing that the
Indians go far out No them fled for their lives with the
exception of one W. G. Shields who got cut of Sromm the
Comp and has not bteen heard of Yet they are comnitting
depridations nightly on this River. (16 miles)
16th We gtarted at 6 o clock the Roads were gool for
gbout 10 miles 2 miles of dusty <ond when we colie to the
Point of a mountain around which we bad to Pass for 2
miles over a very Hough Stony Road to the River here we

took dinner After dinner we passed over & seleratas bed

for 5 miles there was such & crust covering the ground that

it presented very much the appearance of = snow at home
we traveled 3 miles further and enc:mped on the Ziver
again the Wood Vatter aend Crass good we made 22 miles
Here the Indians ied Stolen some Cattle from a company of
Emigrants and were pursued and overtaken and a hattle was
the result in which the Whites lost one of their men It
appears thet the lndiang have commenced it in e 'rnest and
they are enraged enouph to commit any attrocity whoat

evar

17th e started at *» past 6 o clock the Roads f:00d runn-
ing close to th~ xiver for nenr 12 miles the bottoms wide

most of the way and plenty of grass here we too!: dinner.
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aefter dinner we again take to the blufs for 1% niles over
a very heavy sandy Road to where we agaln Striks the bot-
toms the bottoms here are very wide and covered over with
Saleratus. Slough which make it difficult about grazing
we undertook to get to the River across the Sloighs and
got 1% miles from the Road and had to return to the Road
loosgein~s 3 miles end then we had to go some 4 miles fur-
ther befpra we got to the River it took us until 9 o eclock
at night Wood Water & grass good (24 miles)
18 we did not start very early this morning it being
Sundny we traveled down the Hiver, close to the camp we
had one nretty bad Slouch to cross, after this 7e had an
excelent road runnine close to the River this Ry=d had
not besn traveled much before this Spring we m=ie 10
miles and stooped for dinner on the bank of the River
after dinner we struck the bluffs and traveled >ver a

dry sandy Road for about 8 miles to where we again struck
the Kiver here we encammed again VJood Tatter anl grass
good made 18 miley
19th 7o again made & lats start the Roads runniag over a
saleratus bed for 2 miles after this we left the River
and traveled over the sand plains to get shut of the
Sloughs there was So many large Slouths between us and

he River that we could not get back to it we t-aveled 13
miles further and then Storped for dinner but did not loose

- our Cattls as there was nothing for them to eat. we did
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not rest lornr here after dinner we traveled down the
River bottom but the main Road Struck over the Bluffg
by crossing 2 bad Sloughs we cut off soms 4 milas we
gtoved at % past thres o clock having traveled %1 milss
over bad Road the Tood water i grass good (we mrade 19
miles) About 11 o clock the guards raised the eclarm of
Indians we got up and prevared for action but there was
no enemy to be seen we fired a few rounds into the Willow
bushes where they had been hoard and were sunposed to be
lurking after which evry thing was quiet. this is the
gecond battle we have been in gsince this mornivg Just as
we were yokinz this morning we heard a great firin of
guns and looking up to the bluffs we saw what we supposed
to be a skirmish and some man hollowed that the Indians
bad overpowered and were running the whites this was
enough evry gun in our Cemp was snatched and =way we run
helter skelter over the hills but immagine our disapoint-
ment on arrivin~ in speaking distance of the poor emmi-
grants we were ruaning to aid they coolly informed us
that their Cattle had Strayed away and they having found
them were firing to inform the bellance of the Co of their
success.
20th We started st 7 o clocx tho Road was heavy ani
sandy and in many places there was heavy cobble Stones in
the track which made it very difficult travelirg we drove

hard and only made 8 miles after dinner found praﬁty much
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the same kind of a Road ag in the forenoon and drove 7
miles further our Stock pretty well fagged out e concluded
to stop Wood sape Watter & grass good (Made 15 iiles)
21 We started at * past 6 o clock and had some hard sand
hills to climb the Roads continues hard and san.ly and
the weather warm we traveled nine miles and stoiwed for
dinner after dinner ws traveled down the bottom some 3
miles to where we ascend a hard Sandy Hill to the bench
of the Mountains this we concluded it was not bcst to
cross to night therefore we concluded to enmamp for the
night here we Xilled a beef and Jerked. the meat by
forming a kind of grate with Willows laid acros:s Some
Wagon tires 2 ft from the ground and keepinz a ulow fire
under it all night. the grass was pretty good plenty of
Willows for fuel (e made 12 miles)
22nd We started at * past 6 o clock after climbing up
the sand hill we had oretty good Roads for 6 miles when
we struck some rough stony Roads and traveled 2 miles to
where we bezin to 'z0 down hill gradualy here the the
Rogds are cut into chucks for 4 miles further to where
we struck the Xiver and halted for dinner and pretty good
grags for our gstock after dinner we traveled over =
pretty good rosd but very dusty this is =2 very crooked

gstream and the whole bottom iz cut up with Sloughs so

that the Xoad has to run over the nlaines those olaines

ars coverd with grease wood & sase nbout 8 miles further
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we found good grass and encempad for the night. Jillows
grass & watter good (ile made 20 miles)
23rd We started at 6 o clock all the forenoon we shaned
our course down the River bottoms the Roads good for 11
miles here we took dinner the grass growing scerce. the
watter warm and muddy after dinner we left the iver and
agcended to the bench of the Rountain or rather an ele-
vated unbroken plein the land is a kind of loosa Clay
mixed with something 1like 1lime or eshes and as it only
Raing here in the :lainy sesason a person can formn no Idea
of the emount of dust and there is so much travsl on this
Road that it i3 cut into chuck holes and the Soil is to
sterile to produces good sage or greese wood evea and
there i1s whole acres entirely bare. 'Te sSaw some emizrants
this evening whom the Indians had Just Robbed of gll
their breed and would no doubt have robbed them of more
of their provisions if our Waggons bhad not come in sight
when the cowardly Rescals took to their heels. 20 Indians
is barely & match for 5 emigrants they bhaove guns but I
think not much amunition as they depend almost 2ntirely
upon their bows in a battle and they will stesal up to a
camp at nisht and if their is no chance to steal the
Stock they will Shoot them with polsened arrows which
very often causese almost immediate death Ye ha7e guarded
ours go closely that they have not been able to do us

any dammage so far. Jo travelad 10 miles over this barren
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place &nd encamped 1 mile to the 1laft of the Read With-
out out any grass the Willows here are covered with honey
dew and this gives them & nleasant tagte to the Cattle
and they eat them whether they will do any goo¢ or not
is another question. but it is the best they cen do there
is something near 50 Indians encamped across ttre River
from us but we do not fear an attack for we nurber 40
men. (e made 21 Miles)
24th We started very early this morning on the same dusty
heavy rough Road ag Yegsterday afternoon the wecther very
warm about 5 miles from where we started the Rcad runs
down to tho River here we wattered our Stock ard then
mounted & lonz hill and drove some 7 miles furtner and
gstopved for dinner but gtill found no erass for our Cattle
we drove them to the River for Watter and to rest. we
took 8 lonz nooninz spell here the Road very bed mede 6
miles by dark and hal ted for supper after supner we
gtarted sgain intending to maoke the bigz Slough before we
stopped we we mads 10 miles by 12 o clock and 2gain halt-
ed on & small Creeck and Spring the Watter good but no
grass. here we learned the Slough was still 10 miles
distant and concluded to remain until morning After tying
our Cattle to the \Tazgons we tumbled on to the ground to
sleep and rest our weoary bones until 4 o clock ('Te made
28 miles)
25th We gtarted at 4 o clock determined to make the

Slough where we could get some grass for our stirving



-52-~
Cattle we travelecd some 6 miles and halted for breakfast
after breskfast we drove 2 miles further and found plenty
of Slough grass and Stopped to recruit our stozk 2nd lay
in grass for the biz desert in getting grass h:re we have
to wade % of a mile through 7Tatter knee deep t> the main
Slough and then go in up to our necks and cut the grass
and cary it out but by the time a man gets thus far on
an overland Journey to Californis he can endurz any kind
of hardships without murmuring (Ve made 8 mile3)
26 We started at 9 o clock the Zoad very croozed and
dusty good grass all along there is hundreds ol dead
Caettle and FHorsss in the Slough in all Stages >f putri-
faction which renders the the watter migerable but use
it wa must as 1t is all we ,can get we drove 6 niles and
halted for dinner the grass being good here we concluded
to remain until 4 o clock and then drive till L2 at night
We started st 4 o clock the Road excelent here the Sloush
turns into a beautiful Loke with no gragss on tiis Side
of it this lake .s covered over with 7ild Uees2 and
gulls. We storped at 12 o clock tied our cattls to the
aggons end fed them some gr<ss and roled our selves in
our blankets to slesvy till morning (We made 16 miles)
27th We started early this morning the Roads grod about
10 0 clock we arrived gt the last Vattering place before
crossing the Desort this is the sulphur Soring Spoken of
last year by the .migrants but the Spring is no where to

be found now it being covered witn watter here we lay by
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until 2 o clock and then took up our line of kacch across
the Desert on the left hand road to Carson Rives the oad
was pretty good we made 10 miles by dark and th:n halted
for supner regsted 1 hour and then roled on until 12 o
clock the Cattle very weak and tired and sevarel out of
the train riving out and left here to perish soae shoot
them out of pitty others hurry them out of the Seam and
leave them to their fate t‘housandsg of heads ofhads of
Horseg & Cattle are now on this Desert some deal soms
dying and some wandering about hunting 7atter sich a
destruction of property I do not believe could le witness-
ed any where olse in the world as here presentsg its self
I believe evry mile on the desort will aversge 25 Wagzons
besides Clothing and all kinds of Tools and evr,thing
except Provisiong % /‘stter the Road is almost eaongh to
kill man or beast there is such a Smell from dexd stock
in many places they lile so thick that the Waggoig are
compeled to run over them e stcpped at 4 o clozk to
rest our weary Stuck gave them what grass and Watter we
had and took our breakfast (lMade 36 miles)
28th Staerted at % past 5 o clock the Road very 1eavy and
sendy &ll the way up hill with dead Stock Still still
increasing in Ilumber after drivirng wome 6 miles one o?f
our oxen drepped down in th~ ~oad and we were compeled
to o on with the rest to 'fatter we reached tre Cerson
River at 1 o cluck ours beins the 2nd team that got through

out of the 8 that Started throurh with us snd tiere was
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but one more that accomplished it with out comeing on end
lsaving their aggons and VWattering their Cattls some 4
some 6 and 12 miles beck 7e went back after Our ox that
we left on the Desert but he was no where to be found
heving been drove off by a band of Xobbers who i1re Sta-
tioned here hauling Tatter out into the Desert ind Steal-
ing Cattle ater sells at 10¢ per pint on this desert
(I was told that the Desert on the Salt Lake Cut off is
double the length of this one ard one men is said to have
offered #500.0C for one pint of atter end many of the
emigrants come out of thig desert with their toagues
swolen out of their mouths and some were so far gone
that they could not drink when they got to Wettor and
perished but I am thankful that I witnessed nonz of this)
(e made 12 miles)
At this trading Post flour is selling at ?2.00 »Her 1bs
Bacon %2.00 per 1lbs. Beef #5027 =rass at 504 per bundle
about the size of a common sheaf of oats llo gra3ss at this
place but we rest.d4 our stock and browsed on 7illows.
29th We drove on to hunt feed for our cattle about 7
miles up the River we found some bluff Grass our cattle
wers very weask and we concluded to stay until morning
(We made 7 miles)

30th We started at 7 o clock our Cattle in bad Order for

traveling 2 miles up the River we strike across tke
bluffs for 14 miles over ~ very rough stony Roatl to whers

we strik~ the River again here we found no gras: but coul



...55._
go no fur ther to night our Stock almost exhausted we
tied them to the Vlaggon and let them rest until morning
("fe mede 16 miles)
3lat We started early this morning bound up the River
for Grass which we found up the River 2 miles end con-
clude to put in the day here as the gress is gcod and
our Cattle & selves both very tired in the evening Oliver
Sharon and the rest of the Comneny belonging to his Mess
come up packing on their backs heving lost some of their
Cattle on the Desert and sold the ballance as we were
getting Short of Pro¥isions it was deemed advisable to
let two of our btoys po on with them Huston % Alred. Soon
had their packs ready and of they all went in fine spir-
its bound for the mines in 5 days the leaves only Brown
ilcoxen J Sterr % myself in Chsrge of the Team Our
Cattle are somewhat resled and filled up and we coiiclude
to make the drive across the 10 mile desert attar night
we Started on to it Just as the god of day sunk behind
the Mountains and fouud it & very heavy ssnd plain VWe.
drove 7 miles end gave it up till morning ('We made 9
miles) Rue. Evans & Co are a head of us Wright 3anders %
Ward ~re packing Crocker % Meek have rigged up 1 Cart
and have one Yoke of Oxen to it so the Co are &ll \Jorking
on their own hook
Sep. lat we startes et daylight drove 3 miles t» the

River and found zood grass hers we met with Wright & Co
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again they had got tired of Ox packing and concludod to
sell their Cattle and take it on foot ‘e were fortunate
in finding them as they had more provisicns then they
could Carry and we bought it We staid here until aiter
dirner and then gterted up the River again the 0ads good
but dusty drove 10 miles and found excelent grass eand
stooped to graze and eat supcer end then to drive on some
further 1 mile from where we took supper we crossed the
River the ford good after crossing we find but 1ittle
grass we drove 5 miles further no grass. (Made 19 miles)
2nd OQur Cattle have been tied to the Weggon all nizht and
we started off with out breakfast we drove 3 miles and
found but little grass turned our Cattle into a Willow
thicket and eat our breakfast after breakfast ws drove
some 5 miles furtner and found tolerable good grass staid
here gome 3 hourg and took dinner here was anotier #&rad-
ing post flour was selling at 31.25 per 1bs I siw a man
pay 50¢ for 1 biscuit here such as I would have eat four
of at home and 50. for & drink of Girger beer w2 bought
6% 1bs of poor beef at 25¢ per 1lbg after dinner wo
traveled up the River 2 miles and then toox acriss another
6 mile desert roug arnd sandy Cross the Creek ag:in end
encamped % mile down the River the grass tolerahble good
Matter is excelent here and Wood plenty (We madn 16 miles)
3rd We started st daylight Immediately after lenving the

River we Climb up a rounsain the ascent steep and tedious
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we now leave the River for 12 miles and travel osver a
Rough broken Stone desert with the exception of a Chalk
hidl some % mile across. here there was a Compaay from
California hunting gold they told us that they found some
but it would not pay end they were fixing to leave about
10 o clock we struck the River but found no grass here
here was another treding post we leave the River here and
follow up & small creek around the Point of a Nountain
2% miles where we found excelent Crass. here we staid
3 hours end then struck across & heavy Sandy Desert for
5% miles to where ws strike the Carson Valley or Big
Meadow as it is Called We drove up the Valley 4 miles
grass good (mode 24 miles)
4th Vo started at % pest 6 this morning our Stock in tine
order for traveling the Roads good. traeding posts evry |
few miles this is & delighiful Valley Hot so large as the
Salt Lake Valley but equaly as fertile and os well water-
ed and the surrounding mounteains are Coverd with & beau-
tifullPina forest extending down the side to the Valley
some of these Pine measure 4 £t over and are tell in
proportion the Kanyons are said to abound with gold in
fact we have saw some that was dug here ani there is a
large amount of Provisions being transpor ted over the
Siera Nevads Mountainsg to this Valley they tell us that
it is to sell to the ®¥miprants but we are well aware that
there is some other object in view from the quentity that

is brought over and prices they sell at we yeslerday paid
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55 cta ner 1bg for 10 bls to day we bourht at 12 1bs at
50 ctg per 1b Bacon and Pork is selling at 31.0) per 1bs
fresh beef for 25 to 30 ¢ dried apples #100 per 1lbs and
evrything else in about the same proportion There is
Thousgsands of head of Cattle % lMules &% Horses graizing
here and the whole Valley presents quite a buisiaess ap-
pearance and & liotley Crew we erc Californisan Enigrants
& Mexicana. The Roads continued good all day we encamped
on & Small Mountain Stream the grass and Viatter not
surpassed between here & the States we used sags for
fuel (Made 20 miles)
5th We made a lste start this morning with & viaw of
driving some 4 or 5 miles and Stopring to make nay for
our Journey across the liountains as we uniestani there
is no grags for some distance wecut our grass siad Cured
it and put it in sacks end are ready for an early Stert
in the morning (Ve made 4 miles)
6th We started early this mornine and immediately began
the ascent over a rough Stony ané Sgndy Road crcagsing in-
numerable small Stream the Carcon River derives all its
Watters from the Hourtain Streem:z that ruch into this
Valley on all sides about 9 o clock we struck Kinyon Creek
the principle one of the thousand Streams which form this
River up which the Road passes we drove up it 1 mile eand
hal ted for dinnor after dinner we pasged througi a besu-

titul Pine grove for 1 mile to whero we crossed the Kanyon
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Cre~k on a Rickity poll bridge after crossing we come to
narrow pass up the Xanyon here we bagan to sce signs of
the Elephant and soon the various parts of the animsal
presente its self to view in the shape of huge piles of
stoneg over which we had to pass and why any men ever
immagined that a ‘laggon could pass up here is & mystery
to me but they had passed over them and end actinz upon
the Principle that what man had done man could 4do. e
undertook to fizht our way through and such rolling and
tumbling of oxen and weggon T never saw the wheles would
Strike stone frequently that wers two thirds as high as
the fore wheel and then chuck down on to anothec Stone
with such force ags I would have thfught enough to stawve
a common Road Waggon ell to pleces but our little Waszgon
gtill bears up under it after traveling soms 6 .niles up
and down hill through betwesen Rocks just wide enough to
let & wagson pass and the Road s crooked that you could
not tell whether you would strike the pass or nrt and
over piles of stoue as high as our hoads we st length
Reached a small Valley where we concluded to en:emp a3 we
were worn out with whipvping and hollowing and 1liftving at
the wheels our Cattla were equaly sg tired ms w: were we
found good watter but poor grass but we tarned »Hut untill
dark and then tied up to the orgon and fed then some hay
(Wo made 16 miles)
7th Ye made a tolerable narly start this mornine after

pas-ing out of the valley we had some rouch Roal for % of
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a mile when we come into another valley where we found
excelent loads and tha Road continusd pretly passable
to Red lake 17 miles from where where we started from in
the morninz here we halted for dinner and by driving our
Cattle to the ovovosite side of the Leke we founi pretty
good grass after dinner we commended the asceat of the
Mountain in earnest we thought we had ssw the Elephant
in the Kenyon yesterday but here he presents himself in
& more hideoun form the Mountain rises in an anzle of
about 45 degrees for 1 mile and many vnlaces much steeper
over rough piles of Rocks with many short turns and sid-
1ling Places which render it dangerous sfter ~etting to
the top of this hill we descended egain sbout 1 mile to
another small Valley it was late when we reached this
Valley and the grasa was 1 mile from the Road wz tied
our Cattle to the Wrggon and fed them some hay (e made
12 miles)
8th e were Stirring this morning early eat breakfast et
dewn of day and t.en drove our Cettle to grass let them
grezo until 8 o clock and then started over & rough stony
Rond up and down hill and by noon we had arrivei at the
foot of the great cfividing ridge of the Siera Navada here
we found another smell Leke around which we fouad some

grags after dinner we commeonced the ascent and found it

very steen and tedious tut not quite so rough as the

other mountain for some 2 miles to where we comz to a
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gmall lavel plaine from here we descended slightly to
another rough stony ravine up which we traveled or rather
tumbled over piles of rock to the side of the Lountain
and then up the side of & snow bank for 2 miles further
over as bad roads as any we had yot saw at the snd of
this 2 milos me passed through between a bank cf snow on
each side as high as our Tarfon bows after pasrcing this
we arrived at the surmit where it Is to cold for vegeta-
tion of any Kind and it presents a dreary and cold ap-
pearance bare rocks so smooth that the snow cannot even
find a place to lodge but cold and desolate as it was
here we found & Ranche which is nothing more than a tent
or brush hovel with & man sitting in it with rlour Pork
and Whiskey for sale they being the sole and erntire art-
icle of trade in thig country but as we needed none of
the articles we 4id not stop but made the besst of our
wey down the mountain to where we found a swring some 2
miles from the surmit hers we stovned for the right and
found some grass 'Jor our cattle by driving them about 1
mile off of the Road to the right amongst the mountains
(We made 11 miles)
9th e did not get off this morning until gbout 7 o clock
having had some difficulty in finding our Cattle the Koad
wag hilly and rough most of the way at noon we had made
about 7 miles we turncd our Cattle loose amongst the
Stone but they got very little to eat after dinner we had

the same kind of a rough road up and down hill through as
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fine a timbere' Country as | ever saw we travelsd gome
7 miles further an: encamned 2t a ranche but found no
grass for our cold and hungry stock we tied th:m to the
Waggon and fed them some hay eat our supper and went to
bed as cold a nizht as we comonly have in the 'Iinter at
home (We made 14 milss)
Sep 10th very cold disgagreeablz morning after ;siveing
our cattle a few bites of hay we again procecdcd on our
march over the mountains hills & hollows in 3 niles travel
we find our selves at leak spring valy conclude to stay
at this pl.ce & few hours some little feed took diner &
proceeded on our march & very laborious hilly 10a8d to
deep crezk valy 8 miles distant Pass down a long succession
of hills before reaching this valy Imediately sfter leav-
ing this valy we have a long tedious hill to climb on
the surmit of this we encamped for the night mieking 13
miles; fed our cettle on oak leaves 2l1l that stock has to
subsisgt on
11th Sep Some ice this morning tut not so disarreeable
cold as the morning before Our stock looks mede & start
about 6 o clock had a pasible road Made gbout 17 miles
& encamped + of 2 mils this side of the forks c¢f the
road one lsaading tb Placoarville & ths other to Weaver
town had to feed on oak leaves cattle almost starved
12th Sep.

Mdde an early start ©11 bound for Haengrow or vicinity
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made 12 milos by 12 oclock took diner &n a small valy 4
miles this side of town Afternoon drove 4 miles to the
left on on a by road in order to find feed for rur stock
found pretty fare grass for our cattle Here we Lntend
storping untill we find out what we arée going t> do
13th Sep. H. V. Starr & myself started this moriing for
Hangtown in order to learn some of the fassions of the
country & also to find some oi our commany that left ug
in carson valy but recieved no trace of them llebturned to
our Camw tired and hungry as well as out of heart
14th Sep I started to Eangtown early this morniag took
one yoke of cattle along in order to reis funds sufficient
to buy tools to go to mining
Sunday 15th Sep
This day we kept as a day of rest

Hen. Starr

er
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