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Richmond, April 2nr, 1850. 

tt~, .\.,..) ~hvv--- 7~ . 
~ ~ .......... ....:~ c: .... ~ .f-.-

/l- L.JiL~- s 1-a..h L..Jh~ 

We started for California, nrunely Benjamin 

Lamb, c. H. Sharon, Wm. L. Brown, o. McKinsey, Thomas 

Mo nley, Levi Alred, Johnathan Whitacre, Burgess Wilcoxen, 

Jacob Lamb, Jeremiah Starr, Henry w. Starr and arrived in 

Cincinnati on the sa~e day where we were joined by D. 

Huston, where we remained until the evening of the 5th 

when we got. on board of the steamer John Ha.ncoc:e for st. 

Louis which place we reached on the evening of ~he 8th 

during a snow storm and were shipped on the Bay state 

next morning for st. Joseph's, Missouri which place we 

res.eta~:. after a tedious and unpleasant trip owL1f:' to t he 

cold we11 ther a.nd the selfish and mean di spo si tiDn of the 

officers of the boat on the 15th inst. Slept in the 

wagons that ni .2ht in st .. Joseph. Weather wet and cold. 

April 16th, 1850. 

I:b rained al 1 day and one day in th is place 

satisfied us and after a bard days ~orm in the 1ain and 

mud we got out on the Oregon Road 1+ miles from town 

where we had to sleep in the wagons again. 

17th. 

Was dry and pleasruJt and we mnde our i en t and 

put it up and baa the satisfaction of sleeping e li t tle 

more comfortable. 

~ . 
V'A.,a ~ 

f.t2.. It;"<- ~. ~ (?__,_i' 11.r~ - {- • .,.:. -----· .. ---·· . . . . ·---- -----

~t-"1 ~ q 1 -r 
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18th. 

Dry but cold. I was quite unwell th ·. s day 

a.nd I wrote home. 

Nothing of importance occured until ;:6th. 

Oliver H. Sba.ron arrived on this day with the r·ord that 

he and J. Lnmb e.nd Levi Alred he.d purchased om cattle in 

Illinois and be left them in charre of Lamb an c. Alrod. 

27th. 

D. 111
• Hus ton started back to meo t thE boys and 

help them along with the oxen. 

28th. 

29th. 

Sunday. TTro~e home again. 

Rainy anci cold. 

April 30th, 1850. 

Jeremiah Starr was very sick with the bilious 

fever. He was sick for one weak. Nothing else of import­

~nce excent the arival of the Boys with the Cattle untill 

May the sixth when we lef st. ,Josep h for Gregor; the County 

Seat of Holk Coun .:.y our cattle were not a.ccus to med to 

work and we were all new hands at driving and taking both 

together we made a very awkward appearance but still we 

succeeded prety well. we found an empty cabin ~nd took 

peaceable possession of it turned our cattle in the yard 

to eat supper ·and went to bed. (7th ) Awoke in the 

morning anf. found the grounc. Covered \Vi tb snow ind 1 t 

a.raining waited here until 10 o'clock for the Cen~reville 

boys when they a.rived we started for Savanah th? County 
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se:1t of Andrew County this is'.~ be9.utiful vill'3.9-:o 3 

miles from the Misouri ~iver surround by a ricj Prarie 

and said to be a healthy place. we encamped 2 miles 

above the Town • 

8th we drove 8 miles to day and encamped on th~ Ilodowo.y 

River. this Hiver is about 6 Rods wide and 20 feet deep 

9th ·,"!e ferryed the River this morning and arr :_ve ,.· in 

Oregon the County seat of iolk County a small ·)u t Thriv­

ing Village at the extreme ed8e of Civilizatio~ we en­

camped a.bout one mile from Town on the Old Fo r t 

.i.·:o ad. 

10th we traveled over the R1d0e for 5 or 6 mil•)S and 

then struck the little Tarkeo Bottoms Crossed ~he little 

Tarxeo and encamped on Sq~w Creek. 

11th r:iraveled up the Tarkeo Bo ttOJ?S to where '):-:. Ev'.ns & 

Co wer1: encamped on the Big Tarkeo 20 miles a.b,,ve the 

town of Oregon 38 fro • Sava.nab and fifty from .3t. Joseph . 

1 2th sund&y 

13th ..... onday. Stt.rted in 6CJ weth Dr. r:va.ns ,i ,Jo the 

Richmond Co, the Centreville Co, and a came from this 

state tro.veled 18 miles up the Mi sour i Bottoms and en­

camped for the IHr:::ht on the Edsc of the Bluffs. ','later 

½ mile p~sturc good 

14th Star"ted over the Bluffs tor the little Vlllnge of 

Lindon here we were afrai~ we would not have flour en~ugh 
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and bou~ht 300 lbs for ~1~.00 this was thA last vill8ge 

we passad in the States we traveled out 2~ mil6S having 

made about ten miles this day. 

15th traveled up the Bottoms i6 mil es to ~owme.is :B'erry 

16th Crossed the River on a Row Boat and encarroed on the 

Bank here we founct excelent sprinr: watter and fn· the 

first time considered it necessary to guard our Stock. 

17th commanded our march a.cross the pl a.ins as soon as we 

get off of the River Bottoms we strike the Praria it is 

very Roling and no matter excant in Sloughs 

and timber is so scarce thn t it is dificul t to get enough 

to Llook our meals the ::os.ds ,~ere good and we ma,le about 

20 miles o.nd encamped by the :Road side where th ne ~"18.S no 

\11ood nearer than 4 miles Some of the Boys went on the 

Horses and packed enoueh to Boil ~ater for Coff3e ani we 

used slouf,h watter and done very well for the U:.i::ht 

18 traveled over prett:,• mnch the same kind of n. country 

as yesterda,y and enca!":1ped on \'7 ill ow ere ek, s. Sm:1.l l branch 

some di stance of i..:> the Right of the ?:oa.d. ha.vin;: made 

a.bout 15 miles Water anrl woop. ebunrl ant but the grazing 

short 

19th tbe same brolrnn prarie as before v1i th slol•.ghs 

w o. ter ru th•:r more abunc1 ant t i:nbor very Scarce un till we 

e:ot to SAline River '-lhere we found wood plenty 1'nt Water 
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scarce as the Elver water ia salt nnd we h~d t0 get our 

water froin little springs or ::a.ther mud holes :•.lon::-:- the 

Bank of the stream \Ve had traveled about 20 mi.es this 

day 3.nd concluded Lo by by 1.- the day to wash a11d 

here we hn cl the fir st .,,rarie storm sue h a one ns is never 

known ~- t horn o tho w inr1_ Bl e,;v a perfect hurri can l the .Ra in 

poured ~onn in torrents an~ accompanied with ~.most con­

stant flashes of lightning and the thunder Fol:.ed as if 

Henven anc. ~a.rth were comeing in contact 

20 :7e rwo t our ?Ia~ ons f i ed t°'y 2 o clock a.11a took up our 

line of march again cros3ed the :t:iver on a. :nrd,c:e and got 

u-p on the hill to see on ca mo re the same kind of Broken 

prarie as fnr a.s th e eye could ::each traveled r- -.bout 10 

miles and found mo willows by the side of a slou~h here 

encamped again and done -pretty well for ,.,ood & wa.ter but 

grass short 

21 ifothin~ worthy of note for about 15 miles 1: 1hen we 

come to a. little stream with ti!'Ilber her we got our Wood 

for the night and hauled it alon;,: after we lefr. this 

stream we found foun::l gravel hills with stone 1lenty but 

such stone as will be of but little or no value as it is 

entirely quarts of all sho."9es and sizes we trcveld about 

20 miles Pnd enca~ued nrain on a slou~h 

22nil. Ho traveled over pretty much the sa.mo kirrl of a 

country o.s the dny be::'ore for a.bout 18 miles tc \-vhere we 
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str-1ck the platte l::lotto:ns •.1Jhere we found wood a:1d Watter 

Chopped some ~ood fillAd our watter vassol3 nnd Haulod 

about 2 miles out in the bottom where .ve Anca.mp)d tVe saw 

the first Indians to da.y tha.t ,.,ie had saw they wlre of the 

Pawnee Trive they are noted BegRars nnd thieves we enter­

tained the Chief and bis son and another Br~ve for the 

ni3ht we posted out an extra e:uo.rd for tho nigh~ but 

they made no attempt to steal anything and depa::-ted in 

the morning appl:lrently ver,y tbankfull for the f ·1vour 

shows them here we experienced another of those ~erific 

Thuncler Storms. 

23rd we tr ,qveled all do..v un the Plntte Bottoms without 

oomeing nearer the 3iver than from 2 to 5 miles there is 

very little timber on th0 Platte here but the b0ttoms a.re 

splendid if tbere \Klas anything like spring wattJr here it 

would be a delightf:tl country but th :~ 't-."10 most ,1sentio.l 

thin_3s Timber and watter will al:>1~ys be a great detriment 

to the Settler.1ent of this country by civilized :n11.n. we 

made about 20 miH:s to da,y and encamped off of tho '.:1oad. 

about l mile distant from the River and had to Jarry our 

wood water from the ~iver 

24th ,ve continued our course up the l-:iver nn,t 3.t noon 

found ou:csolves on the Jank of th.=i !'tiver it is 1 wide 

Sheet of i'1ater spreading ovor a bed of snnrl wi t1 barely 

depth enou~h to flo!l t on Indi.r,:n canoe and forda;•le at 
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almost any point on Horse back with low ~anks an~ in­

numergble Small Islands dotted over ,.,,ith a fe·.v ·;otton·:,ood 

and Cedar trees the water is much the same as t1e Lisonri 

water but not s_o cold on each side of the 11 i ver from ten 

to twenty miles apart the .IH!Iffs rise abruptly ?rom the 

Bottom an(1 present a beautiful appearance f···om ;he RoE1d 

the Hoad was not so good this afternoon and we )nly made 

about 18 miles we passed through an Indian Villnge which 

had been ~ecently deserted it consisted of abou~ ono 

hun•1 red ·;/igwams they were curiously constructed and de­

noted a goodeal of skill and ingenuity but the noor 

Indians after they had cor;'lpleted it were driven from 

their home by the Sioux who Still keep horrossin8 them. 

there Indian 'l'rails along the B9.nk here which are paths 

or furows vrnrn in th c ground about 15 in ch es .,, 11.le and 

from 6 in to 2 ft deep and perhaps 15 or 20 of ·;hem 

along the side of 0ach othor from one to Two ft a:p art, 

we encamped on the ~iver Wood scarce Water poor & grass 

rather indiferent ' G. w. Connor Shot a deer hero the firs 

the Oo had kllled 

25th we continued up the Bottom about 12 miles the Hot­

toms get Ling narrower until the Hluffs come up i o the 

niver here we bad to climb the .Bluffs and treveJ over 

tbem a.bout 2 miles up hill anrl down across the 10.vines 

runninr in to the Hiver they are numerous as thE lr..nd is 



-8-

a light loam & Sund and 1 t loo ks 1 ike floods o:? water 

has poured down them at sometime but they nre ill dry at 

this time after trl:lveling about 2 miles we aga.n desend 

to the Bottom where we find Rather more timber the Bottom 

here 1 s not more than from J to ½- of a mile in width the 

Road pretty good after making about 20 miles vH found a 

branch or· sloug of clear water here we enoampec l for the 

ni~bt again wood plenty and pasture abundant another 

storm this night but we were somewht sheltered by tbe 

Bluffs. 

26th we started again at t past 7 o clock here we come to 

what we supposed to be Grand Island the whole r:ottom here 

1s surrounded by water e. branch of the hiver or, each side 

very near the Bluffs many places so near that we had to 

climb over the Bluffs the Road Be.d weather warm the 

Thermometer stood at 50 in the shade at noon we made 

only about 15 mis to day and encamped on the Bf'-nk of the 

River and cooked with Willow Brush and a littlE drift 

wood f storm) 

27th we Started at 7 o cloak the weather coole and pleas­

ant the Bottoms gradualy growing wider but ratrer of 

marshy Soon after we had eat our dinner we wer£ travel­

ing along the Bank of the diver we sa·n a young Buffa.lo 

Jump into the Hiver from the opposite Shore and make di­

rectly for onr war,~ons we waited wihl he ba.d hnd landed 

and then be was So near exhausted that we captured him 

without firin~ a gun tied him behind the wagon ~nd lad 
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him to our place of camping Slou.?:htored him and h•~d the 

pleasure of fee.sting on Buffalo we mad about 20 miles to 

day and encamped on the River again where we dJne very 

well for the night 

28th we took up our line of Llaroh at~ past seven O clock 

the Bottoms here grow wider and become dryer a1d level 

and as beatiful as at any point on the River tjat we saw. 

and a.bout 3 o clock we come to the Indep endenc 3 & str .ro 

Road como in to the Platte Road after the Roads come 

together there was a perfect Jam of teams of all Kinds 

pack trains and some foot travelers we eri ve~ at New :B1 t. 

Kerney about 5 o clock this is a. Hated place at the head 

of Grand Island about two Hundred and 'l'wenty three miles 

from where we crossed the River it is a small -;:,lace con­

sisting of three frame houses 2 of unburnt BriJk and a 

number of Mexican hovels built of prar ie sod c ont,'.1 ini!lg 

155 soldiers one sutlers store Blacks with sho,) Po st 

office -~~ these was an order -published by the Road Side 

for bidding Emig·~ a.ri ts camping nearer than one mile of 

the 1',ort here we saw a. no of tame Buffa.lo belonging to 

the ft. - we drove out about 2 ms pa.st Ma.king: 'lbout 26 

miles and enca.;:iped on a slough without \VOOd ani very poor 

we.tor but by this time we had got used to doin;,: with -poor 

water a.:-,d little wood 

28th we started early this morning to try to piss other 

Tea.ms on tho Ros.d drove ha.rd over en excelent :'.103d Nothing 
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of note onl:1 the No . of emierants ware so much areater 

than \Ve had anticipated that soma of our Co were very mucb 

discouraged. we made about 20 miles to day anc encam~ed 

on tbe River Bank and drove our Cattle over on to an Island 

to Graze. pasture good wood scarce 

30th we started again very e nrly with the Inter: tion of 

passing other trains drove hard in the forepari of the 

day to accomplish it did not succeed very well and finaly 

gave it up as useless the Bottoms and Road are so much 

the sa~e on this River that one discreption is all that 

is necesary to discribe the whole Road. We trr.veled about 

25 miles to day and encamped on the ~iver again and as 

last night drove our cattle to an Island to grE-.ze 

31st we acted a little more reasonable this morning did 

not start qn i te so early and drove moderate and steady 

over 1 evcl dry Roads and made about 25 miles aBa.in and 

encamped on the Bank of tbe River here we had t'J cook our 

meals with Buffalo chips and it Jained in tbe nit;ht and 

wet our chips so ·i;ho.t we could not get them to burn in the 

morning oonse quen tly we did not cook much for brea.Rfas t 

June 1st we started pretty early and drove about 25 miles 

the road very good with the axcention of a :fe.'1 dry ravines 

we had to cross we encamped at~ past 4 o clock on the 

Bank of the River and drove our cattle to en Island to 

graze grass very good and wood plenty here we had another 

storm of wind '.:1hunder and Rain 
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2nd we started pretty early this morning pnssed over 

pretty much the same kind of a country in the forepart of 

the day when we struck lia.gged Bluffs v1ith here and there 

extensive Beds of 1,farl and large Rocks of the Ea.me we 

made about 20 miles to da.y and encamped on a little creek 

which empties in to the Platte just below the forks here 

we bad excelent Watter and the grass was very good but no 

wood. for miles 

June 3d We started about 6 o clock pretty much the same 

kind of a. country as \Ve traveled over ye sterds.y for about 

8 miles where we come to the cross inB of the so:1 th fork 

of the platte there is one Roo.-d that runs up on the south 

side of the south fork and another that crosses and runs 

up on tbe North side we concluded that while we could 

cross we would do so the River at the crossing is near one 

mile wide and not to exceed 2} ft dee"!_) it runs very S\"ld.ft 

over a bed of loose sand and grHvel and we had to keep 

our waggons in motion after we started in to th) stream 

for so soon as a •.,aggon stopµed it commenced s i:1king in 

the sand but our co all got over without any dificulty 

we drove about 8 miles further end encamped on the River 

and found excelent pasture on an Island wood sc·,rce no 

water but River Watter we traveled 17 ms to day 

4th we started about 7 o clock tho weather wet nnd cold 

we traveled up the south fork about 5 miles and tben 

struck o.cro ss the Bluffs some 6 miles to the No:~th fork 

and tra.vtl ed up the Bottom 2 or three miles to ·1her e w a 
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again struck on to the Bluffs tho ~hole face of the country 

bas undergone a. cbnnge since we crossed the Riv•H the 

Bluffs are more Rugged and composed of Gr0ni te :,fc.rl gravel 

and sand the Bottoms are narrow and not very pr Jductive 

the Road was heavy and made about 16 miles and nncamped 

on the Bluffs far from wood water and grass and done the 

best we conld considerinr, all these dis1:1.dvanw.g,1s and 

that there was a cold drizling Rain all night. 

5th st8rted -pretty early tbrough a cold Rain ant_ found the 

Road much worse than we had saw 1 t before havinr; been ao 

much .2ain and so much travel on the Ro::,d that where there 

was any Loam or soil it \"1as badly cut up and wbc1rc there 

was none there wns as a general thin,""? a perfect bed of 

sand consequently it was a bad drag all dny abo~t noon 

we again struck the i:Jorth fork of the Platte But found 

no Wood and very little grass the Bottoms are sc narro\v 

in many places that we had to climb over the Blvffs and 

when we did travel along the it'.iver the Hoad was equaly 

as bad as on the Bluffs. and we only made about 15 miles 

to where the Bottom ,i;:rowa wider and by drivin~ our stock 

to an Isl and we got pretty good pasture. 

6th took up our line of rmrch about 6 o clock found very 

little of intrest but hnd Ro::!.ds rugged Bluf'fs and --poor 

soil until about eleven o clock when we come to Cedar 

Blufs where there is a. fe\V scatterin& cede.rs but but by 

the time this yea.rs emnregrn.tion -passes there will hardly 

be even stumps enouRb l~ft to show where it wqs ne cut 
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some \?OOd nnd hnul!?d it alon,! ·soon after \'IO -pc.S'.,ed it we 

found '.2wo excelent springs of pure wat.ter runnin~; out of 

the Bluffs near one mile from the niver thLs ~as about the 

first pure s~rin8 ~atter we had tasted since we left the 

1,Hsour i ~t i ver and. alt bough it was free stone we ter it went 

well. here the Bluffs begin to present truly a !,fountainous 

appearance and -cre had to climb to the top of them as the 

Hiver runs right at the foot of them and after climbing 

up a steep hill and traveling some 3 miles we come to what 

is caled ash Hollow or creek but it is hardly ~orthy of 

the name of creek being like all otnar creeks in this 

cou:1try dry here is where the Ind1Ans attacked the Trains 

last year a~d it was weJl selected for an attack beinr a 

very deep ravine and ~rown up with scrubby ast and Hazle 

bushes. Here we were advised to take in wood t~ do us 70 

mil es as "'70 would. finc1 no more for th at dis tanoe and we 

prepared accordingly we traveled do~n the Hollo~ about 1 

mile and 8f:air~ etruok the River 1 mile from wh9re \.Ve left 

it to climb over the Bluffs having traveled ov3r three 

miles to make the Bottoms were narro~ and the Road 

the t runs up to the upper crossings of the sou th fork 

come in~ in here the pasture r10.s ·very scg_rce an i we drove 

till½ past 6 o clock in hopes of findinr- bett3r pasture 

but at la.st were compeled to put up with elmost none and 

we enc11mpod on the bottom having made about 23 miles 
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7th we st.<.:>.rted ??- nc.st 6 o clock our ca.ttle loo:: b!ld but 

hnvin~ had but half feed about one mile from w1ere we 

enc·-mped we passed through an Indian villin,9:e !OrJsistin~ 

of some 20 Wig,ne.ms they are Ch ians and Sioux a Ui sere.bl e 

degrnded and dirty set of fellows to lazy to w•Jrk bi_;_t 

perfect adepts at stealinr, and Be~ging we dro-,e abottt 

5 miles where we stoped to rest our cattle and sun our 

provisions and clothing and staid here untill 1-iorning 

8th we started very early this morning the wea~her ex­

tremely i'7a.rm the Road very heavy being drs and sandy the 

Sand cut up so that it cut in very near half way to the 

Hubs in t be evening we traveled over the Bluf:~s a.ban t 

4 miles and a.sain struck the Bottom wherCJ we encamped with 

very good pasture having traveled 25 miles ove:.· tbe 

heaviest Road we had yet saw 

9th started about 7 o clock the we--'lther cool artd -pleasant 

having been a great change since yesterday tbe Themometet 

st!lnd ing y esterd1:iy at no on at 96 o in the shadn and to da.y 

at noon at 64 o Lut this is not ::in u.ncor.unon ocourrence 

here. 11here we met some Mor• ons on their returri to the 

states who carried letters bac~ for us at 25¢ oach after 

traveling we arrived onposite Castle Rock and onca.mped 

havinr, traveled 20 miles over a very hard ~oe.d 

10th started at 7 o clock crossed a small Creel-: within 2 

miles of where we were encamped (of cle~r 71ater) about 
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16 miles fr om this creek we passed Ch imneJ7 Ro c:~ trn. val ed 

2 miles further & encamped Mo.kine 20 miles 

11th started early the Roads good a little san l in pla.oes 

we struck the foot of Scotts Bluffs halted for diner and 

filled our Kegs with Hater Holed on within 4 mLles of the 

trading post on the summit of Scotts Blu~fs ma:ing 15 

miles 12 traveled on to the trading po st where we begin to 

descend again here we found excelent spring wa~er again 

on both sides of the Road. some 4 or 5 miles ~1rtber we 

found good water for ourselves and Cattle in s~varel places 

of to the Road about 8 miles further on we cro3sed Horso 

Creek traveled 2 miles further and encamoed on the Platte 

Making 15 miles 

13th started at ~ pA.st 6 o clock the Roads rat :10r be avy 

a.nd sandy we stoped for dinner on a sprinr: BrA.nch the 

spring some ½- mile to the Right of the Road a.bout 4 miles 

further on we come to another of those trading posts 

here is another srrall sprinklinr:-: of timber. we come out 

to the River aga· ... n but the bottom is not very nroductiva 

producing little beside sage and Cactus we mado about 20 

miles and encamped on the River again 

14 We traveled 14 miles over a very Rough Ro2., l to where 

we struck Laramie ~iver this is a deep and swi!t ford but 

we crossed with out any difficulty Fort Lars.mi n is s i tuat­

ea about 1 mile above the ford it looks singul tl' to see 

so many fine Houses renred u-p out here in the plains we 
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are not a.lowed to en camp with in less th .'ln 1 mil~ of this 

place and we trA.veled out a.bout 4 miles further and enca.mp­

ed on the platte ~iver again making about 20 miles here 

the Mormon Road on the North Side of the River ~omes in 

and we have the whole Salt Lake Oregon and California 

Emigration on the one Road 

15th we started at 7 o clock and after travelin; 2 miles 

up the Bottom we struck on to tbe Bluffs for 1 Jr li miles 

where we again descend to the Botto~s down a hill so steep 

that we bad to nut a rope to the hind end of tbg waggons 

and hold them back here we we.ttered again fro m the platte 

River and then left it for the Blurfs not to se3 it again 

for so soon after we leave the River we pass the warm 

Springs this is a very Strong spring of clear ~~ter but 

warmer then the River water e.t all times of the year about 

5 miles further we pass Porters Rock we drove 0.1 a.bout 2 

miles further and come to Bitter Creek and ence.nped ma.k­

ing 20 miles grnss. good but the water Bitter as the name 

of the c~·eek deno 'tes but we found good Spring wlter 

16 Started about 7 o clock traveled over pretty ~ood 

Roads corssed Bitter creek twice and arived at Dead Timber 

Creek with out knowing tba.t we had left the val3Y of 

Bitter creek this is a fine little stream with ·)lenty of 

timber and very good grass here we Concluded that as it 

wa.s Sunday we wonlci encamp and ly by and fix up a little 
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17th \7e started i.:onday morning very early traveled down 

the Creek a.bout 4 miles and then commenced the 'lscent of 

the Black Hills after climbing one of the Hills about¼ 

of a mile high we have a delightful view of Lar unie Peak 

and the surrounding Country We crossed Horse c ··eek and 

here we found an excelent spring of pure cold W1ter here 

we took in wood and water for the night and the·1 ascended 

ano tber high Bluff and found pretty good grass uhere we 

encamped for tte night al though the 17th of Juno we were 

in sight of Sno~ on Laramie ~eak and it was so r.old as to 

render an over coat agreable & we made 22 miles to day 

18th T0ok up our Line of rrnrcb pretty early orcssed 

several small Branches most of which were entirf1ly dry 

and at Hoon arrived at LaBonte River this is a 1eautiful 

stream with a grove of timber on each Bank here as the 

day before we took in wood and watter for the n11:,ht and 

traveled over a. succession of hills and hollows. and come 

to the Red bills or Blooddy Fort these hills arE as red 

as Brick and streo..rnd through and in fact restir-g on a 

bed of pure plaster of Paris it presents very much the 

appearance of an old Brick Kilm and they continue 5 miles 

we enca~ped on these Hills for the Night having made a.bout 

21 mil ea 

19th we again struck off over the :--:ed Hills and soon 

atruok a snall stream and then found rough stony Hills 

until ~e come to another srrall Branch with plonty of watter 

and an exoelont spring bubbliIJ,f. out of tbe Bank here we 
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again ascend the Bluffs and travel over them un t il we come 

to it. La.. Prele River where we took dinner thii; is a 

bea.u ti ful stream the current very rapid from h e1·e we bad 

a rough Mountainous Road until we arrive at Fou1 ohe Boise 

River where we encamped for the night Having mac.a about 

20 miles 

20th We age.in travel over high hills for a.bout i , miles . to 

where we struck the North fork of the Platte agi.in end 

kept down the sandy Bot~o• s for some 5 miles to ~here we 

Cross Deer Creek here we _took dinner and found f~xcelen t 

Watter and plenty of wood but poor grass the :ZoE.d was 

good. In about 9 miles we struck tnud Creek thii: is a 

small Branch destitute of grass and wood 2 mileu further 

on we found a beautiful Grove of timber on the Dank of the 

River a beautiful place to encamp but poor Grasn. Here 

we staid ±'or the Night having drove as near as v e could 

Guess 20 miles 

21st We started early and found the Roads good rntil we 

come to Mud Creek, a ere the crossing was bad we c:ro ss ed 

over and stopped for dinner after dinner we traYeled 8 

miles up tbe Pl.o..tte to the upper 1,lormon Ferry the Roads 

pretty good with the exception of two little mucdy Creeks 

that we had to era ss we encamped neer the Hank cf the 

Hiver Wood scarce & grass very poor we mde 19 mjles to 

day 
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22nd ;ve found en excelent .B'erry here and wore detained 

but a few minuits in crossing our Wagons end Hcrses we 

paid f,5.00 apiece for our Wagg9ns and ~1.00 a 1-ead for 
. 

Hor see We swam our cattle over which detained rs until 

11 o clock and then we hRd to travel 26 miles cefore we 

come to grass Watter or Wood we cor!'monced the E scent of 

the hill at the ~iver .and kept going up for 7 n iles be­

fore we arrived at ~be bummit we have a fine view of tbe 

aurroundin~ Country snd to any person ~ho was r:ot already 

tired of such scenery it would no doubt have bean pro­

nounced sublime but wbat charm had barren praries to us 

who wanted grass and water for our stock and nothing in 

the vegitable Kinedo~ visible tent Wild Sage and Cactus 

hare we stopped and took dinner and supper both together 

and determined to make the 26 miles before wo sle~t. from 

the top ~f the Hill we begin to descend on the opposite 

side the Road rough for about 1 mile from here ~e found 

it exceli:mt still descending for 4 miles further to where 

we come to Miner~:.t Spr in_~ & Lr1.ke this aprine aod Lake 

are both Poison and from here until we stri.ice the Rocky 

Mountt11 ns we ho. ve such places to dread and the :.:os.d is 

strewed with dead Cattle Horses and t~les from the effects 

of it l½- miles from this Lake •na come to Rock Avenue and 

2 miles more up a sandy Hill we come to Alkali Spring & 
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Swamp. surrounded by high bluffs and very miry and smells 

bad 4 miles furtr.er we found a smgll strenrn of clear 

pure V/ater ru1d encamped about t pa.st 1 o clock at ni,;,;h 

having made 26 miles Since 11 o clock. No wood but sage 

and the grass poor 

23. After resting our cattle until about 10 o :lock we 

started again to try and find better pasture a)out 3 

miles from th is -place we come to Willow Spring 3 here we 

found excel ent cold Watter but no grass conseq_'1ently we 

were compeled to leave it. from here we begin the ascent 

of Prospect Hill and go uu about 1 mile from t 1e SU.mmi t 

we have· a Splendid v ien1 of tho surrounding Cou:1try to 

tho Sweet Water Ji.:ountains 5 miles over s. very '.feavy Sendy 

Road we come to a srr.s.11 Stream & SWe.'ilp and a. vJry cold 

Spring a.bout 20 rods below the Road this Water looks pure 

a.nd be.s a pleasant taste but the brr.inch above :Uld tbe 

grass are both Poison as we found out to o'..lr s,,rrow we 

turned our cattle & Horses on it and in ~ an H·1ur they 

were nearly all tf them vomiting and show in~ e·rery sJmptom 

of being poisened but we effected a cure in ev~y case by 

drenching them with Le.rd and Vinegar but it wenkened them 

down vsry Muoh, here we were compeled to stey 1U1til 

morning but we watohed our cattle to keep them from 

drinking any more Wo. tter 

24 Our Cattle looked bad havin~ been sick and had no 

Watter or gress since the,y were poisened and w•i had 14 

miles to go to sweet '.'latter Ri var tbat being t ·1e first 
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Wa.tter that we were willing to risk their drinl :in1:, the 

Road for the most pa.rt was very heavy being th;·ough dry 

Sand badly au t up the day was Hot and Sul try ar ,.d we did 

not arrive at tbe River until near sun down ancl our Cattle 

were very near exhausted here we encamped ½- miJ .e below 

Independence Rock Here we stopped with the intont ion of 

staying to recruit our stock Having made 14 miJ.es 

25th La. id by to day on the Banks of Sweet water R i var 

this is a rapid Mountain stream but like the P:•.o.tte tho 

watter is full of Sand but it ans\vered our purpose very 

well Independence Rock on the North Side of th{? River 

th is 1 s a sol id rock of gra.ni te said to co var :;2 acres of 

rather of an Oval Shape and about ·200 feet Hig !1 I had 

full time to examine this rock and I found rooro names 

Inscribed on it than any man could put there for a. year 

and I put my N8I!le with the re st here we found ;he Cholera 

or diorhoea. very prevalent and as the grass wa ·1 not so 

good as we exnected we Concluded to drive furt~ '. er 

26th we crossed the River below Independence Rock 5½ 

miles from here we come to what is called the Devils gate 

t his is worth a visit from any person -passing ~he Roe.d it 

is where the River passes through the Mountain it appears 

to bave cut it w e.y through the Sol id !'tock for ;~ of a 

mile from the bed of the River to the top of t he moun­

tain the walls rise 400 feet Perpendicular and tho Watter 

rushes down over ledgas of Rocks w 1.th a noise l'esornbling 
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distant thunder~ milo south of this there is a. dry 

Sandy pass through .the SF.l.l11e mountain ~lmost levul with 

the valey. throush which the Road passes and it looks 

e.s though it we.s designed by Nature for a Road ·;he Road 

was pretty heavy to day beil'lf. most of t he way t:1rougb 

deep sand we traveled 14 miles and found good gJ·a.ss a.nd 

encamped on the Bank of the River 

27th w got a late start th is 1.!orn ing t he Roa.d s•;ill 

Heavy up Hill most of tho way and sand;,/ the valJ ey of 

the River here is from 10 to 20 miles in width 1,ut it 

is not very productive being one continuous bed of Sand 

from Mountr.in to mountni n covered with SaS?e and the Moun-. -
ta.ins are a Solid Mass of he.rd gre.nite producinr nothing 

on tho North of us. Ancl on the Sou th only e few sun ted 

pine and the Ravines full of Snow ~e nnde 15 miles to 

day and encamped on the River again 

28 We made an early Start and found the Rends St ill 

Heavy for 5 miles to where we cross the River a.rain 

crossing pretty gc)d ¼.- from this pla.ce we crossE-d it 

twice in one hundred yards tho first crossing very bad 

we had to raise our Wagon beds to keep the water from 

oomeing into them the Road Still oontinuoe up hill e.nd 

sandy for a.bout 6 miles thence down hill to the River 

hare we encamped agaln Making 15 .m 

29th Hero we thought it best to leave one of our Waggona 

and divid the load. bet•neen tho two we had l~ft about 5 

miles from here we passed Ice Spring and Slou~h whore 
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there is Sf1id to be plenty of Ice 2 feat from the Surface 

the Hoa.d was very Hilly and sandy and we had a bard drive 

until we got with in 1 mile of the River where w a descend 

to the level of the River again and cross over here we en­

camped again grass pretty good made 16 miles 

30th W Started at 7 o clock the Road Sandy and 1.,inds 

round the bluffs for near the River for 7 miles to the 

7th Crossing this we avoide1 by climbing over a Stea~ 

gravly bank for about 1 mile after we got over this we 

had pretty good Roads for about 3 miles to whers we com­

mence the ascent of the Rocky Mountains here there is a 

Succession of high stony Ridges very hard to get up and 

dangerous for Wafgons we fin aly r eac bed Strs.wbe:-:-y Creek 

on which we Ancamped grass very good Water pure and plenty 

of Sage for fuel we made 19 miles 

July 1st We started early the Road Solid being '.)Omposed 

of Sharp gravel and Slo. te ha.rd on sore footed S took 1 

mile from where we started we crossed quak:en As·) Creek a 

Small branch of tLe Sweet water from here for a distance 

of 4 miles wa have a good Roe.d to where we cros3 the 

North fork of Sweet Watter River snd 3 miles further we 

cross Willow Creek pure water and 4 miles from 1ere we 

cross Sweet watter for the last time we eat dinn er here 

and. then traveled Six miles further • nd found gr)od watter 

plenty of grass and ~ild sage in abundance here we on-

camped making 18 miles 



-24-

2 We concluded to ly by and rest our Stock our water here 

consists of Snow running down from the 11rountair·s and is 

exoelent for washing as I have fully tested it having Just 

got through with a big Washing 

3d We made an early Start this morning & Passec Twin Mounds 

these Mounds rise to a great height in a -perfect Conical 

Shape but unlike the Mounds of our country thes are the 

Works of Nature and not of man. The Road here is a level 

plane and continues so with very little ascent to the 

Summit of the sou th Pass 3 miles from the :Moun as we arrive 

at the Summit and now corrnnences the descent of the Paci­

fic slope of the Rocky Mountains the Mountains on both 

Sides rise Sevarel hundred feet higher than the Pass the 

Altitude of the Pass is seven thousand and Eighty five 

feet above the Level of the sea 3 miles from tha Summit 

we coma to what is called the Pacific Springs and Swamp 

the Watter is very Cold and pleasant tasteC'. ·but is not 

best to drink very much of it lt miles from her9 we cross 

the Pacific Creek a smaJ.l Swift stream but the Watter not 

good. no more Watter for 21 miles from here we traveled 

8 miles to dry Sandy we drove 5 miles further aad found 

pretty good grass and encamped for the nigh~ witbout 

Watter haing TIBde about 23 miles 

4th We started early this morning the Road good about it 
miles from here we come to the Junction of the ~alifor­

nia Rnd Oregon Roads here wo took the loft hand Road for 
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Sa.lt Lake the Road was level nnd rather heavy ·t,eing sandy 

l! miles from here we come to the crossing of Ii ttle 

Sandy the Watter is l\Iuddy the Current SWift eor.e grass 

on the Banks of the stream here we took dinner after din­

ner we had rather heavy roads for 8½- miles to VIhere we 

crossed Bir; Sand,y this like little Sandy wa.s Mu ddy and 

Swift and at the ford 7 or 8 rods wide and a.bout 2 ft deep 

we drove down the River about 1 mile and encamped having 

made about 18 miles 

15th :·re started a.bout the usual hour the roads were pret­

ty good not nmc h of note here the country prese1ts the 

same arrid appearance that it bas for several H·1ndred 

miles back nothinf. to be seen for miles but ~?'ili saee 

Sand and a little bunch grqss Peculiar to this Soil end 

Climate if it was not for this grass this Country would 

be truly a de sort about 10 miles from our ca"'."!P we stopped 

for dinner and found watter for our stock about ¾ mf a. 

mile to the left of the Road the big Sandy here rrnkes a 

bend toTTards the .~oad after dinner we drove a.bolt 7 miles 

over a rough Road and come to the big sandy again here it 

is about 8 rods wide and 3 feet deep we drovo about 1 

mile further a.nc'l found uretty good grn.ss e.nd encamped 

for the night hRving made 18 miles. 

6th We were compelled to ly by to day on the a:icount of 

sickness in the Co~on.ny. D Lance of the Centreville Co. 

D. ~ailey of th~ Economy Co. H Watson of the Boeton Co. 
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and ~. S Wilcoxen of the jichmond Co were all town with 

the Flu. O McKinGe_y here met with a considerablE, loss he 

had bought an excelent Indian Poney to ride tbJ~ugh and 

he bad his head Tied to his foot letting him g1aze and in 

this Situation he understook to cross the creeL where it 

was deep and got fast in the rope and drowned 1: efore as­

sistance could be rendered him. This is a di so.ereeable 

place 0\'7ing to the wind which is blowing the lease Sand 

in clouds which almost exclude the light of thE sun, im­

mediately over us. and renders cookinr. or sunning our 

Cloths entirely out os the question We a.re encamped for 

the first time in California sor.1e 5 or 6 rods from the 

Oregon line we have been in Oregon pretty mucn ever since 

we left the ~outh Pass. 

7th Our men having got better we concluded to start this 

mornine the RoRds were pretty good but dusty for 3 miles 

after this they were rather rough for 7 miles to where '18 

come to Green River this is a rappid 1'.founta.in stream some 

16 rods wide and ·~O or 15 ft deep at this time but it is 

said to be fordable in the fall after the Snow is melted 

from the Mountains that b~ing the Source from wbence the 

ITattcr all coroos to ma.ke this River ·.-:hich is on9 of the 

Principle tributarys of the Colorado we arrived a.t tbe 

Forr,Y about 12 o clock a.nd after ea.ting dinner 3.nd rest­

ing awhile we undertook to i:rnin our Cattle acroas the 

River bnt failed in tho a.ttemnt and tried again and a.gnin 



-27-

with no better m1ccess in t ho meen time we had crossed 

our ;ila~gons over n.nd some of the Boys were still on th e 

opposite Side without t heir coats and the Ferr~mnn would 

not even let us have the bout to go after them but they 

:fo.re-:1 better the.n we expected as there were te:::rns on tho 

other si -ie who had men on the Side we were on ~ n d we took 

them in ::ind their Co done the same for our boyE. make 10 

miles 

8th We made another attempt to get our Cattle over and 

failed again and kept working until 12 o clock ':'lhen 1Re 

succeeded in getting them all over but 1. we lost one 

out of our team by drownin0 • our horsos swam right a.cross. 

After dinner we hitched up and drove do~n the River about 

2 miles to a good damping place there is plenty of ~itter 

cottonwood on this Stream s.nd it went very ~ell to have 

wood m cook again as we h,J.d little or none Sin~e we lef t 

Ft Laramie but tbe wild S.n .r::e is a very good substitute. 

ma.de 2 miles 

9th Via started Pr-.Jtty early this mornine in abo11t 3½ miles 

from our camp we· left the ~iver and struck across the 

Bluffs for Blacks Fork through a sandy desert t1e road 

heavy s~ndy nnd Sevra.el steep Places to ~ass anl the Coun­

try if Possible more Barren and unproductive thin any we 

bad saw being so poor in many places that the CT lld Sago 

could not take Root and the Sann blo..vinr: about ln clouds. 

ITe genoraly have hifh w1rid from the Pacific fro m 10 o 
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clock until night and a.s we have not h a.d r a.in enough 

since wo left the Platte to 1'3.Y the dust at tioos and 

places it is almost insufferable fie arrived a.t blacks 

~'ark in good ca.mpi11g time nnd by turning of be Low the 

Rand we found 8-:{Celent -pasture for our stock h wing 

traveled 15?: miles \!ii thout water. We made 18 mlles. 

10. We bad to ly by to de.y D Lance bavi ng got ·1or se a.nd 

being considered by the .Physician unfit to tra·rel we 

he.ve a beautiful caID!)ing Place 150 miles yet tJ Salt 

Lake 

11th We were still compel ed to ly by D Lance g;~oVl ing 

worse 

12th D Lance died this morning In him we lost a most 

exa.mplary man one whom we always found Cheerfuj_ and re­

signed come what would. We gave him as rood a.nu dee.cent 

a Burial as we could. but it looked bard to co:1sign him 

to the grave Coffinless. 

13. We took up our Line of mar oh very early th'. s morning 

we bad excel en t Ilo eds for about 5 miles to \"lhe:r·e we struck 

Blacks Fork 2 miles from here we cross Ha.ms Fork a cleo..r 

cold stre~m after this we had Some prety rough Stony Road 

for 2 mile to Bl a.ck s ~7 ork e.[:ain here we took ir.t wa tcr 

and struck across the bluffs halted for dinner on the 

Ridge about 3 miles from the Creek after dinnel we found 

the Road pretty good for 7 miles to where we strike the 

creek the 4th tL11e this is the la.st we soe of it from 
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here we ha.d a sand,v road for 6 miles to a creel: t~70 rods 

wide here we encamped for the nL~h t having tra·vel ed about 

25 miles 

14th t7e got rather a late start this morning we , crossed 

the creek and and after getting off the Bottom we found 

the Road -prett.v good until we ascend the seconrl bluff 

here we found rather heavy sandy Hoad for the <.ista.nce of 

16 miles to where we come to a clear and rap id. stream 

rushing down from the Mountain w1 th the velocit;y of tbe 

Wind here we found plenty of timber and grass r•lenty after 

dinner \'1e hitched up and drove up to the Fort ~:ome 4 miles 

:bbe :b1 ort consists of 4 Log houses surrounded br hi~h 

Piquets it is Situated in a. fertile valey throi.::.gh which 

there is 7 Small streams of clear cold watter rassing. it 

is in the Snake Country we rm.de 20 miles 

15th We got ra~ber a ls te Sta.rt this Jf.orning Wr.1 Wb i te 

of Econom,y was very umvell this morning after leaving 

the iort \'1e traveled up e. ve.ley between t•,70 l\for·.ntains the 

sid.es of which we.re covered with Scrub Pine after travel­

in~ up this Valley some two miles we ascend a r.i3h ridge 

for ¾ of a mile and then go down some 3 miles 1:o a beau­

tiful spring and branch and then comence climbj nr: another 

after getting to the SUlT'.rni t we tre.vele over a 1 evel plane 

for some distance to wlrnre we come to another flpring of 

Pure cold '.7atter and a nice s-pring branch here we took 

Din~er after DinneD we a~ain comenced tho ascer•.t of tbe 



-30-

Ridge after traveling up some 2 miles we again u.escend 

into e. beautiful valey at the foot of the hill 1ve crossed 

another Spring branch an just below the :Koad tho re is a 

beautiful Grove of tall cotton wood. after trave:~ing over 

e. level plane for some 3 miles we come to Muddy Creek e. 

branch of clear Wa ttor 10 ft wide ani 1 deep - :! mil es 

further we pass the doperass and Soda Sprinr~s and then 

oornenced the ascent of the highest Ridge that W•) had 

crossed. yet it being 600 feet higher than the South Pass 

and 1035 hi?,her than Fort Bridger the Altitude heing 7700 

ft having arrived at the summit we encempP.d for the night 

grass excelent but no watter excent what we had houled 

along from the Creek. 

16 We started e.bou t the usual time and soon c orr.r11anoed the 

descent of the Mountain which was lengthy and tudious we 

traveled dcmn a valey enclosed on both Sides by hills 

300 feet high to where we atruok sul~hur Creek this was 

the first Stream that we so.w wbicb discharges its Watters 

into the Se.lt Le.ko it empties into Bear river. '.''e had 

pretty hard roads from here to Bear River there is as 

ra.nnid a stream as I ever saw it divides into 3 channels 

where we cross it which makes it fordable after crossing 

we climb a very steep bill after arriving at th£ to-p of 

the Hill we descend into a beautiful Valley where there 

1 s a lu.xurirrnt gro\vtb of grass a..11d Sevarel good springs 

of uure wo.tter we followed this valley to yellovr Creek 
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where we encampe,-1 at the foot of the bluffs maklng 22 

miles Sage rrass ~nd watter plenty 

17th started pretty early o.nd travele,;i dmvn a dt' ep ravine ... 

with high £l:rassy hills on both sides with now a.11d then a. 

Cedar bush showing itsself as we advance furthe1 down the 

bills begin to assume more the appearance of 1,forntains 

the va.ley is narrow but there are a. number of Sr rings 

running out from each Sida of the stream which forms quite 

•a creek Called·Echo Creek we passed Some beautiful groves 

of ti:nber to day and encamped where the Mountairs rise 

abrupt from the valley some 2000 feet high gras~ in the 

valley good we made 20 miles to day. 

18th We cont inned no1:1n the Creek Some 8 milo s further to 

the mouth it empties into Weber River here we stopped for 

dinner this is another very ra-oid strea~ we traveled up 

the Stremn throug very deep dust fo~ 5 miles to where we 

ford it fording good after traveling two miles ~'.·e encamp -. 

ea on the ~iver making 15 miles. 

19th We rm.de an early start this morning the Roads good 

but very dusty about 5 miles from where we we were en­

ca.moed the Road leaves the Hiver and rises over the moun­

tains a.scent gri:1.dual for near 2 miles to the summit from 

here wo have a splendid view of the high mountains South 

east of bore after descendin~ nga.in to Weber Ri,or again 

we trn.vel up a deep ravine the i-1:oad not very goo'1 for 5 

miles TTe continue to go up hill at the Rate of 200 ft por 
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mile here we begin to descend at about the same rate t~ 

descent rough and stony for 3 miles a.nd here we strike a. 

beautiful level '.'alley well wattered and plenty of grass 

here we encamped for the night making 20 miles 7m White 

very unwell not fit to travel but .. ,,ants to go o 1 

20Th we made a late start det.Q..ined by Vim ~'lhi tes being 

sick much the same kind of a road as we had yes~erday 

afternoon we made 7 miles and were oompeled to :Ly by on 

account of ~hite. He died this aftenoon at half past 3·' 

' o cloak of infla.mation of the .Bowels & throat 

21st We buried White of gconomy this morning a.ni made a 

late start for about 4 miles we had pretty good road when 

w a struck the Kanyon this is a very rapid Mountain stream 

passing dorm a ravine in rreny places barely widiJ enough 

for a wagon road with the Mounta1.ns rising almo:Jt perpen­

d! cular near a. h3.lf of a mile high ,-.,e crossed tll e stream 

37 times in 8 miles and this 8 miles was decide:·.y the 

worst road I ever saw and at the end of 1. t the Irorrnons 

have erected a toll Gate and Charge more toll tha.."'1 we are 

allowed on any Pike in the statos here we come to the 

what the Uormons call the cradle of the Vele_y fJ'om V1hich 

we ccn see out into the great ::ial t Lake Val ey wo encanmed 

6 miles from the Citty on the Bank of the .{anyon Grass 

poor rre.de 12 miles 

22 we started ~ratty early this morn1.ng for the Ci tty we 

struclc tho Valey some 5 miles from the Citty neE,.r tho 
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Utaw putlet this is the outlet from the Uta.w .uak9 to the 

Greo.t Salt La.k this Laka is some 20 mil13 s souti1 east of 

tbe Citty and the Salt Lake is 22 miles J.Jorth ,, est of the 

Citty this is a beautiful place beyond discrep ;ion by me . 

the Gitty is situated about 3 miles from the l.1c iuntains 

and 1 from the outlet the Land is gradu!:llY Slo) , ing from 

the Mountains to within 1 mile o±' the outlet ar .d is of o. 

black loose Sandy nature A Stream of watter ru :1hes from 

the rrountains and at the the Eastern part of tl1e Ci tty it 

divides into two branches both of 'Nhich pass through the 

Ui tty and :!latter is good and very cold and an r.bundance 

for Mill purposes or for irrigation the air 1s pure a.nd 

healthy being sweatened by the healthy bre~zes from the 

Lake up the outlet rrom the Citty there is one field con­

taining 15000 Acres moat of which was in wheat some Corn 

but Corn does not do \";ell here o,;ving to tbe dr~ e.nrl Short 

ness of the season but there is no greater ITher.t Country 

in the World snch crops I never saw an average crop is 

some 35 bushels par .t-\cre Salt Lake ?rices :-'lour :~:: 25.00 

per hundred ~otatoos ~15.00 per bushell and otter provi­

sions in proportion. they h~ve tr.a finest cuttle here of 

any place in the ~o rld here we have to travel r ~orth of 

we st Course upon the East Side of the Luke a nc1 go oround 

the whole of the Lake. the Ci tty is situated ir. Lattiiude 

40° 45, 44,. Longitude 111° 22, 34,, Altitude 4,300' 

feet there is an abundance of timber in the Mountains 
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Mostly ba.lsnm Fir the houses a.re mostl~ built o ·: Dobys or 

unburnt Brick they have a state House or BO\'!er,y or any­

thing you nle~se to Call it it is used for Wors1ip State 

House Court room Concert Room and Theatre the Cl tty is 

laid of in lots of 1-':- acres in the centre Squ .. r, i 2~ in 

the second 5 in the third and so on untill it w:.dens out 

into a farm and evry l.formon as he arrives has o:1e of thes 

lots presented to hirr.. which makes the Citty pr ,)sent 

rather an awkward and open appearance the InhnbLtants 

appear to be Intelegent and Industrious and ver;; -proud 

of there Valley to which they have given the ne:1e of !jas­

eret end hero theJ1 sa.y they say they bid defio.nc:e to the 

United States and they are well fortified being surround­

ed by high mountains on all sides and if un arm:: ever 

invade this Valey they will have to pas3 throu1::h some of 
• 

those deep '!?O.S::es in the mountains where a few nen could 

cut off a whole army after arrivir.g at the Citt;: we went 

out in a North west Course after ,,e get out of 1. he Ci tty 

we come to 1,varm S1ring they have both house her~, which 

is quite a luxury the ,vatter is Just vmrm enougr to be 

pleasant and. comfortable 4 miles from the Ci tty we come 

to hot Snring end Lake here there is a large crt·ak boils 

out froc under a rock so storongly impregnated. v ith Sul­

phur snd. minerals as to render the smell very offensive 

the 1.'lattor is oo hot as to boil an ef:g in fifteen minutes 

4 :miles from here we struck a beautiful running stream of 
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pure cold 'r1a tter where we encamped for the night the Grass 

very good Oak bus hes plenty f' or fuel we m?.de 14 miles 

23d we laid by to recruit our stock and view ths Citty 

we bought 275 lbs of Flour for which we paid $61.50¢ 

24 We a.re still in camp this is the day the Mornons cele­

brate their deliverance from Slavery it being the day 3 

years ago that they Landed in this Valey I r,a s no t down 

to see their CelebrRtion but it was represented as a 

lud icorous affair The llormons a.re allowed e.s many wi vea 

as they can get & support it is said Old Father Younr, has 

only 26 yet and he has more than any other man in the 

Place 

25th Some of us got ready and started this morning others 

not ready we drove some 10 miles and encamped on a small 

rivulet excelcnt Watter \'Tood & grass 

26th We laid by until noon when the ballance of the Co 

arrived and 71e m::1de a start on our Journey we traveled 

up the Lake some 8 miles to a &na.11 creek plenty of grass 

woods & rlatter 

27th The roads were fine this morning o~ing to 9. rain 

which fell last nigbt(e.nd this is a rare occurrence here 

a.s the Mormons !:my it seldom rains here except in the 

rainy Season) at 12 o clock we arrived at ITeber River 

there has been n ferry here but the Watter has fallen so 

tho. t it is fordable after crossing th c River we come to 

Brownsville this is a. Mormon Town if it is Worthy of tho 

Name of Town 1 t consists of 3 or 4 log cabins f•1rrounded 



/ 

-36-

by Pickets here we took dinner here after d1nnEr crossed 

::ieva.rel Small strea.";lS and bad sloughs and a.bout. 8 miles 

from Town we cross0d a beautiful Kountain strei:m about 

tbree miles further we coma to a small strea'Il n1d encam"9-

ed Wood Watter & grass excelent. 23 miles 

28 SUnday and ,ve did not start very early. soor after we 

Started we passed two lo.rge boiling Springs of Sru. ·t 

watter and close by this watter wa.s strongly inpregna.ted 

with Iron. we passed. savarel Springs of Pure cold watter 

and about 8 miles from where we started we come to o. 

beautiful Creek and stopped for dinnor rested until 2 

o olock and ~hen drove seven miles furthe± to Box Eldor 

creek e.nd encamped having made 15 miles Wood grass and 

Watter in an abundance. 

27th 1!le started nretty early the Roads for the first 

mile bad some bad Sloughs to cross after crossing them 

we come to a beautiful Creek of R.9 nice running watter 

as I ever saw but it was to Salt to drink We passed 

Sevarel fine Hot c.lild some large Sllt Springs at noon we 

arrived at large Spring of pure cold. watter the roads 

were fine from here to Bear River F·err;: where w9 arived 

at 3 o clock and crossed over almost immedi.9.tely we Paid 

the Mormons $5.00 more for each wac-;;gon the stre'lIJl is not 

more than 10 rods 1nide a.nd is mostl.Y fordable at this 

Season of tho year but this was not the case at this 

time our Cattle and Horses Swam right across with out 
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a.ny trouble we drove on to the Hill and ancamnei for the 

Night the Grass was excelent plent,y of willo\vs for fuel 

River Watter a little muddy but cold We mad 17 niles 

30th Our cattle were badly scattered and we WP,~e detained 

some time in buntinB them in consequence of whi ::h we made 

a late start the roads were good to where we st:ike Mud 

creek 5 miles from the Ferry this is a stream aJout one 

Rod wide and some 10 feet deep across this tho .--1:ormons 

have erected a narrow bridge and as the l'lst chance 

for Rbbbing us tho charge us ~1.25 per Waggon for crossing 

on it and we saw a ~oor Californian gat herinB hLs duds & 

provisions out of the strea'11 the brid~e wa.s so rn.rrow that 

he had upset in the creek and got evry t.hing wet from bore 

we passed over n ridge ratr.er rough and stony for 4 miles 

to where we again Strike the Valley ~oads good '.mt ex­

tremely dusty for some Six miles No watter near and we 

stopped for dinner after dinner we pasaed up a narrow 

valley through the mountains the Road tolerable good but 

a little U!) hill '...Or 6 miles to where we again ~3trike the 

Valley again too Roads are good for 4 miles to rrhere we 

oome to a large Sa.l t or Sal ts Spring the watter was about 

as warm a. s Blood a.n d tas tad very nuch 1 i~e Salt 3 we tried. 

to destroy the taste by lil9.king strong coffee bu ,; it would 

be Sal ts but here ne were co!rrpclled to Sta.y for the night 

as it was 12 miles to an.7 better. we had pretty good 

grass and Sage in an abundance. we made 23 mile3 
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3lst We started at ½- pa.st 5 o clock our cattle almost 

famished and the Road very dry and dusty and Sona rough 

Stony hills to cross and by half after 10 o clo1k we 

Reached the 12 mile Suring this watter was not ·,ery cold 

but it was pure and good and we concluded to St 1y here 

until morning this is 115 miles from the Ci tty 1 tp amongst 

the Bear River Mounta.i ns the Valleys a.re narr o,v arrl not 

very Productive but by driving our stock lt, mil ,Js from the 

Camp we found B00d pasture made 12 miles Sage f)r fuel 

Aug 1st \7e got rather e. late start this morning the Roads 

good but dusty 6 miles from where we were encarrned we come 

to D.eep Creek this is a narrow deep and Swift S ;ream here 

we gave our stock \'latter and drove on some 3 mi~·.es further 

down the strerun and took Dinner 4 miles further down we 

come to the Sink of deeu Creek here the Watter 3-pre ads 

over the Sand pln in and Sinks after la av ing the Sink we 

traveled about 10 miles over a sand plain covernd over 

with a luxuriant Growth of Sage wi t!J barely gra·3s enougb 

to kee-p the rabbets and. Elk from Starving and arrived at 

Pilot Springs about 9 o clock at night our S to c1: pre tty 

well exhausted thess springs a.re somewo.ht diffrnnt from 

anything I had ever saw there is three springs of Pure 

fresh watter which break out in the Sand plains some 5 

miles from the Mountains the Wood was Sage \'le fcund tol­

erable Grass by driving the Steele ll miles North of the 

Springs. Made 23 miles 
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2nd We started a. bon t the n sual time t h e Roads ware toler­

able good for oome 5 miles to where we rise on to the 

bench of the Mountain after rising on to the be1ch we come 

to a beautiful Cedar grove and the Sink of Some creeks 

here we found good i7a.tter and grasg and Sto1Jpe: for noon 

We traveled along the bench and crossed sevarel deep 

ravines some of which were pretty steep pulling Out of 

crosse-~ Sevarel Spring branches and arr ivea. at :?oak Creek 

this is a beautiful branch of -pure cold watter ·1hich 

comes thundering d0':'1n from the Mountain over a. :·ough 

Ston,y bed Grass excelant wood plenty 7fatter r1.g1t 

3d We started at 6 o clock the ·Roads were good ui th the 

exception of one or two Ravines we crossed 2 sp::-i ng bra.no h s 

and at noon come to the Ce.sue creek we crossed uver the 

Banks Steep and the crossing bad we crossed o.,,e1· end 

stopped for Dinner in grass up to our Waggon bec~s after 

diner we travele~ up the Casus 1 mile to anotbeJ· crossing 

Worse than the first being steeper and sidling 1iut we all 

got over without ~ccident by putting a rooe to 1he bind 

end of our Waggons and letting them down after crossing 

we found good rouds up the creek for Six miles i o where 

we found. an exclent camping place on the creek vhere there 

was plenty of Wood Watter and Grass. here \'le encamped we 

are in the Shoshone Indians Valley Numbers of w~icb come 

to our tent and beg for evryth ing they seo they are a. 

lousy dirty set of fellows end will steal uny thing they 
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oan ln.y their hands on we made about 1 8 miles 

4th th18 being Sunday and a. good crun-ping ple.co •ive con­

cluded to ly by and rest our stock 

5th We started Pretty early our cattle in fine Plight 

Our Poney strayed off last nigbt or was stolen by the 

Indians he is no \'7here to be found we a.f~nin er >ss the 

Casus creek and 4 miles from where we started ;7e coma to 

the Mountains 5 miles further we come to the Old .r't. 

Hall Road pretty much all the way up Hill Just before we 

come to the Junction of the Roads we come to t!Je famous 

Steeple ~ocks bet•.'7een which the Ft Hall .Road l?ns2es 

through an avenue .rust w11e enough to admit a '.Taggon 2 

miles further up the Mountain we found a SITnll Spring 

branch on which we stopped and took dinner 3 m::_1e s further 

on top of the mountaj_n wo come to stee-p Creek L srra.11 

Stream the banks covered over with Qua.ken Asp !i ere oornrnen-

·oes the the descent of the Mountains some plac (l a so steep 

that we locked both wheels and tied a rope beh'.nd and 

bald our war:gons, back 7 miles further over a rcugh moun­

ta incur .Ro.'J.d we come to goose creek and Vall e,y her0 wa 

found µrett.v fair grass and Watter end Safe. U!'.de 21 miles 

a.nd encamped 

6th We Started at ~ past 6 o clock the Roads wc·re fine up 

the Vnll ey but we traveled slow very dusty & wFrm we made 

a.bout 9 miles o.nd stonped for dinner we Still continued 

up the valley the :.Vs.tt.er was not ver.y ~od the Stream 
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runs to far through ~7illows o.nd high grass tho g_rass was 

good wood plenty we made 18 miles and encamped 

7th we started -pretty ee.rly this morning the HoEds were 

good for 1 mile here we leave goose creek and trrn to the 

right up a deep ravino down which there is a Smell Stream 

runs to goose creek bere the road was very Rougt and stony, 

and the Stream bad to cross to the left of us ttere is a 

Number of tall :<ocks detached from the Mountain and stand­

ing Perpendicular on the end after Passing these we come 

into a small Vr..lley here the Roads were good but it con~ 

tinued only 2 miles then commences a roueb hilly road about 

8 miles further up the hill·s we come to some Cedar bushes 

here we stopned in the Shade and sat our Luncheon but did 

not unhitch our Stock is there was no eras3 nor watter 

near · after noon we found pretty much the same kind of 

Roads for :hear 5 miles where we come to thousands s-ping 

valley this is quite an extensive valley in which ther is 

numerous Sr>rings or nntural 1,Vells the watter in some of 

which is good and •J thers stongly impregrnted with alkali 

and minerals of various kinds we foun:i en excele"l t Sprin 

a.t the entrance of the valley gushing out from under a 

large Rock but here there was no grass we sturte;'l down the 

Valley to get erass nbou t 2 miles down ?Ja iound 11 good 

S~ring and some grass but we thought it would be plenty 

lower down and drove on 3 miles furthe!' r:r,o come to anoth­

er spring of good watter but no grass 2 miles fu"!'ther 
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down we encampo,q in the sago wi thon t 1t/a tter or gro.ss Vie 

me.de 24. the hardest day drive we had yet made 

8th we intended to start early this morning bui our 

cattle were so scattered we were a long time ir collect­

ing them togateher we drove about 5 miles to ccld water 

Creek here we found good grass but tho Watter ~as scarce 

as the creek consisted of oomo holes dug in the ditch e.nd 

the Watter -Standing in them we watered out of our buckets 

and turned our cattle out on the grass and Staid until 

after dinner we bad fine roads this afternoon aown tho 

Valley not very du sty but ha.rd and we passed sevar-

el Natural Wells son:.e of them deep and. containing rood. 

Watter, others to strongly im11regna.ted with minvrals we 

ma.d.e 8 miles and encamped the gra8s good but we h~td to 

drive our Cattle back near 2 miles to one of tr.ose wells 

for Watter plenty of Sage for fuel here we found our 

poney again a company from Ilinois had met him straying 

back and brought him up irad.e 13 miles 

9th We Started e~rly this rnornin~ the Roads very good 

we passed seva.rel Sorings of good '.'le. tter nnd So-:ie very 

hot Springs we tre.vel ed about 6 miles alonr the Side of 

a running branch after leavint it we traveled a~ross the 

Sand pl1J.ins for 2 miles to where \ie struck A. sms.11 branch 

where we took dinner after follo~inf- it some 3 ~iles to 

a Sprinf- after dinner we struck across the hills we trav­

eled up a. lorlf hill not very ste e-p and tbe ~o ad smooth 
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a.fter arriving at the surnmi t we descend to a vrlley and 

travel along it to where we found Some excel :-:nt. Springs 

to our left here we encamped the grass sood waiter excel­

ent and Sage plenty Made 21 miles. 

10th we started about the usual time the Roads were good 

but very dusty for 4 miles here we descend a Vtry steep 

hill and climb another equ-9-ly as hard after this for 2 

miles wo travel over a heavy Sand plain for 2 n1ile s to 

where we descend an other steep and long hill to Kanyon 

Creek Valley here we found an excelent Spring we travel­

ed do.vn the Valley 6 miles further to ano tber ~-pring 

bare we took dinner after dinner wo traveled dc-.11n the 

Kanyon Creek for 8 miles and encamped Wood Watter and 

grass ~lenty we ma.de 20 miles 

11 This lleing sundey we did not start very early ;Ve 

traveled down the c:eek to near where it empties in to 

the crek here we cross the Creek and those two Creeks 

from the Rumbolt or Ua.rys River this is~ beautiful 

Stream b0r9 we tr...1.veled all day through fine gr!lss on 

the north bank of the River the valley is •,vide the Roads 

good '.'le ma.de 15 miles and encamped on the bank of the 

River good ~ood ,\: Wntter and the grass not surp:1ssed in 

any Country. 

12th we started at 6 o clock this morning our C4ttle in 

fin~ order for traveling here we witnessed somethin~ we 

were not accustomed to on this trip a very heavy dew it 
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is generaly as dry in the morninr, as at noon th,n·e was 

quite a. rain on the Moun taina to tb e left of us yester­

day but we did not get mu ch of it we have saw bit t one 

rain th at has 1 a 1 d the dust Since w e 1 e ft t be P: Lat t e and 

that was in Salt Lake Valley We found the Roads good for 

about 5 miles to v, here we crossed a beautiful c··e et here 

we took the bluffs for about 1 mile and come to a very 

Steep bill where we descended into the Valley iud travel­

ed alon,c: the -valley for 1 mil o e. ni then le r..ve t'.Je River 

for near another mile the road heavy and dusty ne descend 

ap,ain to the Valley the descent not bad 2 miles further 

down· the Valley we stopped for dinner After din:ier we 

traveled do 1.vn the River bank for 10 miles the Roads good 

and in many Pl aces the grass as high as the ca t·~le s be.ck s. 

We are now in the Roat Diggers ter i tory the are a d iminu­

ti vo Dirty thieving part of Cre~tion there were !~umbers 

Pro~ling about our Camp last night and to night we again 

see them Prowling about but they have stolen no';hing from 

us yet but almost · evry day 1Ne see men who have ln•-d tbeir 

Horses Stolen there is a great many dead Horses on the 

Roads along the River :Ha made 20 miles and foun 11 excellent 

grass wood & Watter 

13th TIS Started at 5 o clock and st1ruck the Rivor after 

noon and crossed 1 t 4 times in five miles some of the 

Crossing were pretty deep and dif'ficul t the Roncls between 

the crossing passing down h0.tween high hills ov<ir rough 
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sidlint-i: Heads we made 20 miles Wood ~7ater & grass 800d 

14th we started at 6 o clock our teams in fine order for 

tr11velin~ about 7 miles fro m our encampment we struck 

the hills -?fter travelinf-'. up the hill for near 5 miles we 

descend into a 311all Valley in which we found e spring 

here we took dinner and wa.ttered our Stoclr there was no 

grass we rested 1 hour and ngain coDmenced tho ~scent of 

the Mountai_n about 3 miles we come to tbe top of the hill 

and could see out in to the Valley some 9 miles 'ii stant 

here we arrnin descend into a Valley or .Ka.nyon i n which we 

found excelent Sprint: 1i7atter i'1e traveled down t1 is Kanyon 

some 5 miles Afld toon had to climb over the h ills again 

the ascent steep lon~ and tedious arid the dust very troub-

1 esome this we.s one of th c bard days drives it ·.ves 8 o 

clock ~hen we got to c~mp we made 24 miles ~ood watter 

and grass good 

15th we Started about 7 o clock the RoP.d for the first 

mile was good when we come to the hlountain and had to 

climb it this was about as steep a hill e.s \Ve had yet 

come up after we a.1·rived a.t the SUr.rrnit it ,vas nearly Knee 

deep in dust and up hill and down for 3- miles t~ where we 

come out into the Valley we traveled 4 miles fu:·thor and 

Stoped for dinner on the bank of the River. aft3r dinner 

we left the River for a couple of miles the Roads 

the rest of the ,,a.y excelent we rrade lG miles and encamp­

ed for the ni~ht Jood ijater & Grass good. here the Emi -
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gran ts have sec n 1;rou bl e \'Ii th the In dia.n s on th1J 13th 

the Red Skins stole a Number of oxen from a oomJSny from 

Ilinois the comp,q_ny followon them a.bout 15 mileJ into a 

gorge of the Mountain where the Indians broke 01t in 

great humber and fired on them and they seeing ~bat the 

Indians so far out No them fled for their lives with the 

exception of one W. G. Shields who eot cut of ~romm the 

Comp 1md has not been beard of Yet they are com11i tting 

depride.tions nightly on th is River. (16 miles ) 

16th We started at 6 o clock the Roads were gooi for 

a.bout 10 miles 2 miles of dusty i{o,id when \Ye coue to the 

Po int of e mount a.in around which '-'JC bD.d to Pass for 2 

miles over a very Hough stony .Hoad to the River here we 

took dinner After dinner we passed oYer a se.lerato.s bed 

for 5 miles there \Vas such a. crust covering the grouna that 

it presented very much the appearance of P.. snow at home 

we traveled 3 miles further and enc.r,mped on the ;\i'ver 

a.gain the Wood 1,7atter a.nd Grass good we made 22 miles 

Here the Indians lad stolen some cattle from a ,:ompany of 

Emigrants and were pursueci and overtaken and a l).11ttle was 

the result in which the '.7hites lost one of thei:::- men It 

appears that the lndis.ns bavo commenced it in 0·1rnest and 

they a.re enrafed enourh to commit any attrocity whoat 

8Vi=Jr 

17th We stnrted r. t ;I:- r,nst 6 o clock the Ro ads t:ood runn­

ing close to th ·:- :.~iv er for ne[l.r 12 miles the: bottoms wide 

most of tha way und -rlenty of grass here we too~: dinner . 
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a.fter dinner we again ta.ke to tho bluf s for 1~ nil es over 

a very heavy sandy 200.d to ·nhere we ag<1in strik-3 the bot­

toms the bottoms here are vory wide and covered over with 

Saleratns. Slough which rmke it difficult about grazing 

we undertook to get to the River across the Slo1ghs and 

got 1~ miles from the Road and had to return to the Road 

l oo aeinr: 3 miles and then we had to go some 4 rr ile s fur­

ther before we got to the River it took us until 9 o clock 

at ni,~ht Wood Water & grass good (24 miles) 

18 we did not start very early this morning it being 

Sundriy we traveled down the ..:-: i ver, close to the camn \'19 

had one nretty ba.d Slou~h to cross, after this 1e had an 

excelent r:oad runn in~ close to the Hiver th is R.Jed had 

not bo13n traveled much before this Spring 1.110 m:;;.ie 10 

miles and sto~ped for dinner on the bank of the River 

after dinner we struck the bluffs and traveled Jver a 

dry sandy Road for about 8 miles to whore we ag ·:iin struck 

the :caver here we encamned s.ga.in ·;rood ·.1atter anl erass 

good made 18 mil e·J 

19th '.7o a.gain me.ne n late start tbe Roads runnL1g over a 

salera. tus bed for 2 miles after this we left thr? River 

and traveled over the sand plains to get shut of the 

Sloughs there was So many large Slo~~hs between us and 

be River that we could not get "back to it we t·'.'a.veled 13 

miles further and then sto-r,ped for dinner but did not loose 

our cattle ns there "ms no thing for them to ea.t. we did 

-
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not rest lon~ hore after di~ner we trnvale~ do~n tha 

River botto:n but the rnnin Road Struck over the Blu:ff3 

by crossing 2 bA.d Sloue:hs we cut off some 4 Ir.il3S 1-ve 

stoped at t past threG o clock ho.ving traveled! miles 

over bad Road tho ITood nater i grass good (we rrade 19 

miles ) About 11 o clock the guards raised the Ela.rm of 

Indio.ns we sot up and prepared for action but there was 

no enemy to be seen we fired a few rounds into the Willow 

bushes ~here they had been hoard and were su~posed to be 

lurking after which ev~y thing was quiet . this is the 

second battle we have been in since t h is mornir,g Just as 

we were yoking this rnornins we heard a gren.t firin of · 

guns and looking up to the bluffs we saw what we supposed 

to be a skirmis h and some man hollowed that th€ Indians 

bad overpowered and were running the whites this was 

enough evry gun in our Camo was snatched a.>1d e:,;"iay we :run 

helter skelter over the hills but imm.9.gine our d ise.po int­

men t on arr iv in;: in S1)eakin0 di stance of the po or em"!li­

gran ts we were ru.min,g to aid they coolly informed us 

that their Cattle had strayed away and they h~ving found 

them were firing to infor m the balls.nee of the Co of their 

success. 

20th We started at 7 o clock tho Road was hea~y and 

sandy and in many places there was heavy cobble stones in 

the tro.ck which made it very difficult travel i r g \·Je d:rove 

hnrd and only rmde 8 miles after dinner f ouna. y:retty nnich 
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the same kind of a Road ~sin the forenoon and Jrove 7 

miles further our Stock pretty well fa.gged out •.1e concluded 

to stop ;'food. saGa '.Vatter & grass good (Mada 15 iniles ) 

21 Vie started. a.t ~ past 6 o clock and had some liard sand. 

hills to climb the ~cads continues hard and san,ly and 

the weather warm we traveled nine miles and sto~med for 

dinner after dinner wa traveled down the bottom some 3 

miles to where we ascend a hard Sandy i:iill to t!1e bench 

of the Moun ta ins th 1 a we concluded it was not be at to 

cross to night therefore we concluded to enmamp for the 

night here we Killed a beef e.nd Jerked. the meat by 

forming a. kind of grate with Willo'.'7s laid acros~ '. Some 

Wagon tires 2 ft from the ground and keeping a. ~rlo.,v fire 

under it all night. the grass was pretty good plenty of 

Willmvs for fuel (We made 12 miles) 

22nd We starter. at ~ -pa st 6 o clock after climb j ng up 

the sand hill we b~d ~ratty Rood Roads for 6 miles when 

we struck some rough stony Hoads and traveled 2 miles to 

where we begin to ',;o down hill gradus.ly here the the 

Roads are cut into chucks for 4 miles further to where 

we struck the River and halted for dinner and -pretty sood 

grass for our stock after dinner we travel~d over a 

pretty good road but very du~ty this is a very crooked 

stream and the whole bottom is cut up with SlouEhs so 

that the :<o ad has to run over the y>laine s those ~l nines 

arn. cov:erd with grea.so wood & sas:e nbout 8 miles further 
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we found good grass and encamped for tha night. ~illows 

grass & watter good (~e made 20 miles ) 

23rd We started at 6 o clock all the forenoon we sh~ned 

our course down the River bottoms the Roads good for 11 

miles here we took dinner the grass growin~ sc~~ce. the 

watter we.rm and murldy after dinner we left the .Hver and 

ascended to the bench of the Hounta.in or rather e.n ele­

vated unbroken plain the land is n kind of loose Clay 

mixed with somethin? like lime or eshes and e.s it only 

Rains be re in the i{e.in,y saason a person can for n no Idea 

of the amount of dust and there is so much tre.v~l on this 

Roe.d that it ia cut into cbuok holes and the soil is to 

sterile to produce good sage or greese wood eve~ nnd 

there is whole e.c:·es entirely be.re. !7e sa~ some emi,-2:rants 

this evening ~horn the Indians had Just Robb~d of all 

their brea.d. and would no doubt have robbed them of more 

of their prov is ions if our Wa.ggon s ba.d not come in sight 

when the cowardl y P.e. seals took to their hee-1 s. ~O Indians 

is barely a match· for 5 emigrants they have gun1 but I 

think not much amuni tion as trJey depend almost :1ntirely 

upon their bows in a battle e.nd they will steal up to a 

oamp at ni.c:ht a.nd if their is no cha.nee to stea·L the 

Stock they will Shoot them with poisened. arrows whicb 

very of ten causese al mo st immedi ~te death 17e ha7e guarded 

ours so closely thnt they have not been able to do us 

any (1o.rrnnarrn so far. ·.vo travel1Jd 10 mil es over t :1 1s barren 
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place and enoa.mped 1 mile to the laft of the Rc,~a. ;'/ith­

out out any grn.ss the Willows here are covered with honey 

dew and this gives them a nleasant taste to th( Cattle 

and they eat them whether they will do uny gooc or not 

is anoth0r question. but it is the best they crn do there 

is sorrethin~ near 50 Indians encamped across tre River 

from us but we do not fear an attack for we nu1;,ber 40 

men. (We made 21 Miles) 

24th We started very early this morning on the sa.rne dusty 

heavy rough Road. as Yesterday afternoon tho vrer-.th er very 

warm a.bout 5 miles from where we started the Read runs 

down to tho River here we wa.ttered our stock ara then 

mounted a lorni hill and drove some 7 miles further and 

stop-oed for dinner but still found no ~rass for our cattle 

we drove them to t h e :tiver for watter and to rest. we 

took a long noonin ,~ spell here the Road very bad mede 6 

mil es by dark and bal ted for supper after sup!Jer we 

started a.gain in tending to make the bif Sloueh before we 

stopped we we madJ 10 miles by 12 o clock and ~~~in halt­

ed on a small Creek and Spring the Watter good but no 

grass. here we learned the Slou.~h wa.s still 10 miles 

distant and concluded to remain until morning After tying 

our Cattle to the \7s.?-gons we tumbled on to the grounc1 to 

slee-p and rest our wea:ry bonos until 4 o clock (',1e made 

28 miles ) 

25th We started at 4 o clock determined to make the 

Slough where we could get oo me r,rass for our st 1rv i ng 
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Cattle we travel~d some 6 miles and halted for breakfast 

after brea.kf'ast we drove 2 miles further an n f -)und -plenty 

of Slough grass and stopped to recnti t our sto ~k and lay 

in grass for tbe big desert in getting grass h~re we have 

to wade~ of a mile through TTatter knee deep t J the main 

Slough and then eo in up to our necks and cut th e grass 

and cary it out but by the ti:ne a man gets thu3 fAX on 

an overland Journey to California he can endurJ any kind 

of hardships without murmuring (We made 8 mile3 ) 

26 We started at 9 o clock tbe Hoad very croo~ed and 

dust,7 good grass all along there is hundreds o:: dead 

Ce.·ttle and Horses in the SlouGh in all Stages Jf -putri­

faction which renders the the watter miserable but use 

it we must as it is all we ,,can get we drove 6 :nil es and 

halted for dinner the grass being good here we concluded 

to rerrein until 4 o clock and then drive till l 2 at night 

We started at 4 o clock the Road excelent here the Sloufh 

turns into a beautiful Lake with no grass on t J is Side 

of it this ls.ke :..s covered over with '.'lild c:ees1 nnd 

gulls. We stor:rpea at 12 o cloclc tied our cattl 3 to the 

Vlaggons and fed them some grr-1ss and roled our '3elves in 

our blankets to sleep till morning ( We made 16 miles ) 

27th ;Ve started early this morning the Roads g)od about 

1 0 o clock we arrivad at t he last :1/attering pl'lce before 

crossin8 the Desort this is the sulphur Sprinr Spoken of 

last year by the .·:r.1igra.nts but the Sprinf, is n,) 1,,vhcre to 

be found no,, it being covered \Vith watter here we lay by 
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until 2 o clock and then took up our line of rv;atch ncross 

the Desert on the left hand roRd to Cf!rson ~ive·~ the ::oJ:J.d 

was -pre tty goo rl v,e r.1s.d0 10 mil es by dnr k and th-~ n halted 

for supper rested 1 hour and then roled on until 12 o 

clock the cattle ver;, weak and tired n.nd sevare l out of 

the train r~iving out and left hore to perish so1e shoot 

them out of pi tty others hurry them out of tho ~earn and 

leave them to their fate thousands of heads ofh1ads of 

Horses & Cattle are now on thi3 Desert some dea l some 

dying and some wandering about huntinB ::7atter s·1ch a 

destruction of property I do not believe co-ald :ie witness­

ed any ~here else in tho world as here presents its self 

I believe evry mile on the desort will Rvoraee ~5 Waggons 

besides Clothing and all kinds of ~ools And evrJthing 

except Provisions ~ !atter the Road is almost e,:.onrh to 

kill nan or beast thero is such a Smell from de1d stock 

in mn.ny places they lie so thick that the ;1aggo·1s are 

compeled to run over them We stepped at 4 o clolk to 

rest our weary St~ck gave them what grass and IT~tter we 

had and took our breakfast O!ade 36 miles ) 

2Rth Started at~ pest 5 o clock the Road very ~ea.VJ and 

s a.n d y a.l 1 th e w fl.Y up h i 11 \'1 i t h d e ad S to c}: St i 11 St i 11 

iricrea.sing in I!nmber after drivirig oomc 6 miles one of 

our oxen dropped down in th0 ~oa~ and we were cJmpeled 

to §"o on r,i th the rest to "fatter we ref!.ched the Carson 

River at 1 o cl~ck ours boinf the 2nd tenm thst got t~rough 

out of the 8 that st~rted throu~h ~ith us nnd t i ore was 
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but one more that accomplished it with out comeinro on end 

1 eav ing their '.1Tar:gon s and Watter i ng their Ca ttl a some 4 

some 6 and 12 miles be.ck 'Je went back after Our ox that 

we left on the Desert but he was no where to be found 

he.ving been drove off by a band of Fobbera who 1re sta­

tioned here hauling ~a tter out into the Desert 111 d Steal­

ing Cattle ','later sells a.t 10¢' -per pint on this ::>csort 

(I was told that the Desert on th0 Salt Lake cut off is 

double the length of this one ar:d one ms.n is said to have 

offered. ~~500000 for one pint of ::ratter e.nd many o:.· the 

emigrants come out of th is desert with their to ,1gues 

swolen out of their mon tbs n.n d some ·n ere so fR.r gone 

that they could not drink when the,y got to Watt !lr and 

perished but I nm thankful that I witnessed non3 of this) 

(TTe made 12 miles ) 

At this tradine Post flour is selling at ~2.00 ·Jer lbs 

Bacon ~2.00 per lbs. Beef ~~50·? ~rass at 501. -per bu.ndle 

a.bout the size of a corrunon sheaf of oats no grE.Js at this 

place but we rest~d our stock and browsed on TTillows. 

29th We drove on to hunt feed for our cqttle about 7 

miles up the River ive found rome bluff Grass ou-:- cattle 

were ve-;ry weak and \'le concluded to s tay until m,)rnir:g 

(We made 7 miles ) 

30th We started at 7 o clock our co. ttl e in bad Order for 

traveling 2 miles un the River we strike across tr.e 

bluffs for 14 miles over r. very rough stony Roart to where 

we strik:J the River a.fain herP, \Ve found no r;ras: but coul 
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go no further to night our Stock almost exh9.usted we 

tied them to the ITaggon and let them rest until morning 

(Ne made 16 miles) 

31st '/le started ee.rl.Y this morninf bound up the River 

for Gro.ss which \"le found up the River 2 miles and con­

clude to put in the dn,y here as the gri:iss is gcod. and 

our Cattle & selves both very tired in the evening Oliver 

Sharon and the rest of the Comr,~ny belongin,'.! to his Mesa 

ooire up packing on their backs having lost some of their 

Cattle on the Desert and sold the balla.nce a.s we were 

getting Short of :Prollisions it was deemed ad.visqble to 

let two of our boys ~ on with them Huston -~ Alred. Soon 

had their packs rea.d,y and of they all went in fine spir­

its bound. for the rnines in 5 days the leaves only Brown 

'.711 coxen J St1:>.rr & my self in Ch9rge of the Team Our 

Cattle are somewhat rested and filled up and we coiiclude 

to make the drive across the 10 mile ~esert aft3r night 

we started on to it Just as the god of day sunk behind 

the Mountains and· found it a very heavy sand pl·1in We, 

drove 7 miles a.nd gave it up till morning ('.lfe m1de 9 

miles } Rue. Evans & Co are a head of us Wright ':>anders & 

Ward nre ~acking Crocker & Meek have rigged up 1 Cart 

and have one Yoke of Oxen to 1 t so the Co are all \7orking 

on their own hook 

Sep. 1st we starteci et dayli8ht drove 3 miles b the 

River and found ~OO(i grass" bercJ we met \ii th '.,'fright & Co 
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again they had eot tired of Ox pnckinr and concludod to 

sell their Cattle and take it on foot '.'le were f'Jrtunate 

in finding them as they had more ~revisions then they 

could Carry a.nc1 we bought it we staid here until after 

dir.ner 8Ild then st9rtecI up the River again the ~oads sood 

but dusty drove 10 miles and found excelent grass and 

stouped to graze a.nd eat suoper end then to dri1e on some 

further l mile fro~ where we took supper we crossed the 

River the ford good af tar crossing we find. but little 

grass we drove 5 miles further no grass. (Made L9 miles} 

2nd Our Cattle have been tied to the Weggon all ni:,.ht and 

·we started off with out breakfast we drove 3 miles and 

f ou.nd but 1 i ttle grass turned our Cattle in to a Willow 

thicket ru1d eat our breakfast after breakfast wa drove 

sooo 5 miles further and found tolerable good g:ass staid 

here some 3 hours and took dinner here was anot1er trad­

ing po st fl our was selling at tlil. 25 per 1 b s I s 1w a man 

pay 50¢ fDr 1 biscuit here such as I would have eat four 

of at home and 501
" for a drink of Gir.ger beer w ,3 bought 

6¼ lbs of poor beef at 251 per lbs after dinner we 

traveled up the River 2 miles and then toot acr ·)SS another 

6 mile rlesert roug and sanoy Cross the Creek agr~in end 

encamped ~ mile dm<Jn the Hiver the grass tolerahle good 

1'1atter is excelent here and Wood plenty (\1/e mo.d 1) 16 miles) 

3rd We started at dayli&:ht Irrmeil.iately after lanving the 

River we Climb up n ?·.:ouniain the ascent steep a.nd tedious 
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we now leave the River for 12 miles and travel :iver o. 

Rough broke11 stone desert with the exception of a Chalk 

bi11 some ½ mile across. here there \'Vas a Company from 

California hunting gold they t'old us that they found s::>me 

but it would not pay and they were fixing to leave a.bout 

10 o clock we struck the River but found no grass here 

here was another trading post we leave the River here o.nd 

follow up a small creek around the Point of a },'.ounta.in 

2½ miles where we found exoelent Grass. here we staid 

3 hours and then struck across a heavy Sandy Desert for 

5rt miles to where we strike the Carson Valley or Big 

Meado\'l as it is Called Vfe drove up th e Valley 4 miles 

grass good (m~de 24 miles ) 

4th ITa started at~ past 6 this morning our stock in fine 

order for traveling the Roads good. trading poEts evry 

few mlles this is a delightful VBlley Not so large as the 

Salt Lake Valley but equaly as fertile and es well water­

ed and the surrounding mountains are Coverd wi1h a beau­

tiful Pine forest extending down the side to tbe Valley 

some of these Pine measure 4 ft over r..nd are tall in 

proportion the Kan_yons are said to abound with golcl in 

fa.ct we ba-ve sa·n some that was dug here an6 thEre is a 

large amount of Provisions being transported over the 

Siera Nevada. 1.!ountains to this Valley they tell us that 

it is to sell to the gmit?"rrrnts but V1e are \Vell T1•10.re toot 

there is some other object in -view from tho qu~ntity that 

is brought over end prices they sell at we yes1erday paid 
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65 cts ner lbs for 10 bls to dciy we bouiht at 12 lbs at 

50 cts por lb Bo.con o.nd "Fork is selling at :~1.0.) per lbs 

fresh beef for 25 to 30 i dried apples tlOO per lbs and 

evrything else in about the sa~e ~roportion There is 

Thousands of head of Cattle & 1.~ules & Horses gr1.zinc 

bore and the whole Valley -presents quite a buis1ess ap­

pe a.ranc e o.nd a !.lo tl ey Crew we ere Cal ifo rn ian F: nigran ts 

&: Mexicans. The Roads continued 300d all day we encamped 

on a Small Mountain stream tr.a gr,:i.ss o.nd natter not 

surpassed between here & the states we used sa~e for 

fuel {hlade 20 miles ) 

5th We rre.de a ls.te start this morning ,11i th a vi'.3w of 

driving some 4 or !5 r1iles and Stopt1ing to make hay for 

our Journey across the r-:ounta.ins as ','7e un~,e:etan:i there 

is no grass for so me dis tP..nce r1e cut our grass a1d cured 

it and put it in sacks and are ready for an ear:1.y Ste.rt 

in the morn int; ( We ma.de 4 miles) 

6th i1e started early this mornin~ and immediate~y began 

the a.scent over a rough stony anc. Sandy Road ere ssing in­

numerable small stream the Car0on :~iver dar ives all its 

Watters from the Mour:ta.in stree.~ ::: that ru~h into this 

Valley on all sides nbout 9 0 clock we struck Kinyon Creek 

the principle one of the thousand streams which form this 

River up which the Hoa.d nasnes we drove up it .l mile and 

halted for dinnor after dinner wo passed throug1 a beau­

tit'ul Pine grove for 1 mile to whero we crossed the Knnyon 
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Cre~k on a Rickity poll bridge after crossing ~e como to 

no.rrow pass up the ~a.nyon here '\'78 began to see signs of 

the Elephant and soon the vuriou s pn.rts of the animal 

presente·: its self to view in the shape of huge piles of 

stones over ,vh ich v, e had to pass and. why any men ever 

irnrna.gi ned that a ::rn.fgo n could -pass up ber e is r: nw stery 

to me but they had -pns~ed over them and ancl. 2.ctin~ upon 

the Principle that \Vhat man had done man could. do. We 

undertooN: to fight our way through and such rol 1 ing a.nd 

tumbling of oxen and waggon I never sa,~ the wheles Tiould. 

strike stone freq_uently that werfJ two thirds as high as 

the fore wheel and then chuck down on to a.nothec stone 

with such force as I woul d have th~ught enough to sta~e 

a. co!IlITlon Road TVaggon e.11 to '!)ieces but o,1r little ','far~gon 

still beur s up under it after- traveling some 6 ,nil es up 

and do-;vn hill throu3b betw-1en Rock3 ,just wide enou['.h to 

let a waggon pass and the Eoaa. oo crooked that you could 

not tell whether you would strike the -pass or n)t and 

over piles of stot1e as high as our h~acls we 9t length 

Reached a. sria.11 Valle.v ~here we conclu,ied to en.]amp a9 we 

were worn out with whipping and hollowinf, gnd lifting at 

the wheels our Cattle were equaly as tired as wi were we 

found eood wattor but poor erass but we tnrned ·)ut unt ill 

dark and then tied un to the Wn~p;on and fed th e: ·1 some bay 

(Wo made 16 miles ) 

7th '.,'fe mar.o a tolor9.ble 'lDrl.y start this morni1113 after 

pas•· ing out of tho v1ll~.Y we h:id some roufh !~oa l for ~ of 
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a mile when wo come into another valley ~h 0r0 ws found 

excelent :{oa::l.s f;lnn tho Road continued pretty passable 

to ~ed lake 17 miles from where where we st~rte d from in 

the morning here we halted for dinn,?r and by drtving our 

C1:1,ttle to the o-pnosite side of the LP..ke we founi pretty 

good grass after dinner we commended the a.scer1t of the 

Mountain in earnest .ve thought we had smv the Elephant 

in the Kn.nyon yesterds.y but here he presents hi:nself in 

a more hideoun form the Mountain rises in an an3le of 

about 45 der,ree s for 1 mile and many pl a(:e s nuc h steeper 

over rough piles of necks with many short turns and sid­

ling Places which render it dan[>:erons after :-:-at ting to 

the top of this hill we de3conded ego.in o.bout 1 mile to 

another small Valley it was late when •-ne re::tchci this 

Valle~1 and the grass wa.s 1 mile from the Road WJ tied 

our Cattle to the '!hggon and fed the m some ha:1 ( ';'le ma.de 

12 miles) 

8th ~"le were Stirrin~ this morning early eat bre:1kfast e.t 

dawn of ii.a~, s.na t, :en drove our CettlP. to grass let them 

grazo until 8 o clock and then started over a rough stony 

Rend un and down hill ?..nd by noon we had 9rrivei at the 

foot of the great ~ividing ridge of the Siera N3vada here 

we found another small Lake around which we fou~d some 

grass after dinner \'le corrmonced th0 ascent and fom1d it 

vcr.v steep and tedious bat not quite so rough as the 

other mountain for some 2 miles to ~ here we com:t to a 
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small l~vel ~lnino from h0.re we descended slightly to 

another rou0h stony ravine up which we traveled or rather 

tumbled over piles of rock to the side of the J\ountain 

and then up the si~e of a. snow bank for 2 mile:: further 

over as ban. roads as an,y wo had yet saw at the end of 

this 2 miles we passed through between a bank cf snow on 

each side as h ii:2'.h as our ·var.r,o n bo';'7s after pas ring this 

we arrived at the SU!:'lm it where 1 t is to cold for voge to.­

tio n of o.ny Kind and it presents a dreary and cold ap­

pearance bare rocks so smooth that the sno~ cannot even 

find a. pl[! ce to lodge but cold and desolate as it wa.s 

here we found a. · ~-{a.ncbe which is nothing more than a tent 

or brush hovel with a man sitting in it with .r'lour Pork 

and Whiskey for sale they being the sole ancl er.tire art­

icle of trnde in tbi. s countr:; but as we needed none of 

the articles t9e i:lid not stop but made the best of our 

way do 1,vn the mountain to where we found a B'l)ring some 2 

miles from the rummit here we ston·oed for tbe r.ight a.'1d 

found some grass ·..?or our cattle by driving them about 1 

mile off of the Road to t}1e right amongst the mountains 

(We made 11 miles) 

9th We did not get off this morning until about 7 o clock 

having had some d ifficul cy in fi ncline; our Ca. ttl e the Hoo.d 

was hilly and rough most of the way at noon wo had rraa.e 

about 7 miles we turn0d our Cattle loose among~t the 

Stone but they got very little to eat nfter dinner we had 

th n same kind of A. rour,h ro nd up 3.lld do vm hill thron~h as 
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f ine n timbere ·1 Country as 1 ever sn·~ -v1e trave:ei some 

7 miles further an·.: ence.mned ~t n ranche but f,mnd no 

grass for our cold and hungry stock we tied th~ to the 

,7ar;gon and fed them some hay eat our supper anrL went to 

bed as cold a ni§:ht as we c omonl y have in the ' !in tor at 

home (We made 14 miles ) 

Sep 10th very cold disasrer?abl8 mornins a.ftor i~iveing 

our cattle a few bites of h'J.y we again procecd(:d on our 

march over the mountAina hills & hollows in 3 niles travel 

we find our selves at leak spring valy concludn to stay 

at this pl·,ce a. fevv hours some little feed tocik diner & 

proceeded on our march a very laborious hilly 1·00.d to 

deep creek valy 8 miles distant Pass dorm a lo1ig &iccession 

of hills before reaching this valy Imediately ~fter leav­

ing this valy we have a long tedious hill to c:imb on 

the SU:Trni t of th is ._,e encamped for the ni~ht m1 king 13 

miles; fed our cattle on oak leaves ell that stock ho.s to 

subsist on 

11th Sep Some ict this morning but not so disarreeable 

cold as the mornin~ before our stock looks madE a start 

about 6 o clock had a pasible road Made about )7 miles 

& encamped f of a mile this siie of the forks cf the 

road one leadine to Plac~rville & the other t6 weaver 

town had to feed on oak le~ves cattle almost starved 

12th Sep. 

Made an early start ttll boun,l for lI9ngr0\7 o ~- vjcinity 
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ma.de 12 milos by 12 oclock took diner in a sr.v:il l valy 4 

miles t his side of town Afternoon drove 4 miles to the 

left on on a by react in or(ler to find feed for Jur stock 

found pretty fare grass for our cattle ~ere we lntend 

stopping untill we find out what ·ne are goin-g tJ do 

13th Sep. H. \'/. Starr & m_yself started this mor1ing for 

Hangtoi,vn in order to learn some of t h e fa.ss ions 01' the 

country & al so to find some of our comnany that left us 

in carson valy but recieved no trace of them Ee turned to 

our Cam~ tired Rnd hungry as well as out of hea~t 

14th Sep I started to Ha.ngtown early this '.norni·1g took 

one yoke of cattle along in order to re.is funrls sufficient 

to buy tools to go to mining 

Sunday 15th Sep 

This da.1 we kept as a day of rest 

Hen. Starr 

er 
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