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Charles Tinker's Journal 
A Trip to California in 1849 

Introduction 

Don't go to California, boys, 
Don't go to Oregon, 
There's wealth for you in the Buckeye State, 
And wealth that may be won, 
Aye, wealth that may be won, boys, 
By true hearts, strong and bold, 
Then don't go to California, 
Stay home and gather gold. 
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If this somewhat belated appeal had appeared in print in the spring 
of 1849, the hundreds of Ohioans then starting on the long journey to the 
land of gold would have scoffed at it. A year later many of them, sadder 
and wiser but not wealthier, were offering the same advice in letters 
home but in language more forceful than that of Mrs. Francis Dana Ga�e•s 
sentimental verses. A sure cure for the California fever was an over
land trip to the gold country and a few weeks in the diggings. The 
number of Ohioans who succUJ1bed to the lure of Sutter's gold may only be 
conjectured, but 5,500 were in California when the census of 1850 was 
taken and thousands more were on the way. How many returned home in the 
next few years is an even more elusive conjecture, but the disillusioned 
far outnumbered those who had struck it rich. Many remained in the land 
of gold but usually found material success in more prosaic occupations 
than the one they had envisioned as a short cut to riches when they 
started on the Overland Trail. 

But posterity has paid slight attention to the material success of 
the Argonauts. Their achievement lay in their participation in an epic 
American adventure, and the name Forty-niners is inscribed in golden 
letters high on the Independence Rock of the nation's immortals. Hist
orians have kept their memory green by a steady flow of books and articles 
about them, and the publication of their diaries, letters, and remin
iscences continues to add to their saga. Many of the gold seekers 
started diaries or journals but too often discontinued them under the 
strain of tha long trek. A goodly number of faithful souls, however, 
persisted to the end, and even more important, preserved these records 
of their trials and hazards for the enlightenment of their children and 
their children's children. The immortality of the printed page has 
been their reward in some instances, but many diaries still remain as 
their authors wrote them, in family possession or in the archives of 
libraries and museums. Over twenty-five contemporary accounts of those 
who followed the South Pass route in the first year of the �old rush 
existed in printed form in 1945 and the number has been added to since 
then. 

The journal of Charles Tinker, which follows this introduction, 
was brought to the attention of Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, editor of the 
Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society, by Miss Henrietta 
McKinsey, principal of Bunker Hill Elementary School, Ashtabula, Ohio. 
It was in the possession of Mr. Tinker's granddaughter, Mrs. A. T. 
Faulkner, who kinkly consented to its publication. Mrs. Faulkner and 
Mrs. Nettie Curtis, another granddaughter, both of Ashtabula, have 
preserved this and other interesting possessions of their grandfather. 
The journal was written in a little leather notebook, three by five 
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